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“You don’t solve
a problemby
ignoring it, you
face it head on.
It looks tome
likewe do have
a problem.”
— Phil Moore, Alma city
manager

LISA YANICK-JONAITIS — THE MORNING SUN

The Honeyoey Creek just upstream from the Pine River outside of Alma on Thursday. Water
tests taken by the city and the college show high levels of E. coli near where the two meet.

By Lisa Yanick-Jonaitis
ljonaitis@michigannewspa-
pers.com
@lisayj_msun on Twitter

While the state and city
agree bacteria counts are
high, Alma is refining its
Pine River water testing
after learning testing so
far isn’t specific enough
for action from the De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Quality.

Molly Rippke, an aquatic
biologist with the DEQ,
said the city of Alma was
testing the river for fecal
coliform, a group of bacte-
ria found in animal waste
that contains E. coli. The
testing needs to be specif-
ically for E. Coli levels to
meet DEQ standards.

Alma City Manager Phil
Moore said that while the
city’s tests were for to-
tal fecal coliform, testing
the “overall health of the
river,” Alma College’s wa-
ter testing is specifically
for E. coli, and their results
parallel the city’s.

On June 15, water test-
ing showed a huge jump in
bacteria, specifically in an
area near where the Hon-
eyoey Creek dumps into
the Pine near Luce Road.
Test results on the city’s
website show a jump from
270 parts per ml. to 6,000
over five days at Riverview
Drive.

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Alma works to refine city’s
E. coli testing in Pine River

ByRickMills
rmills@michigannewspapers.
com @RickMills2 on Twitter

Steve Rudoni served his
community, befriended
and supported countless lo-
cal leaders, ran a success-
ful chain of restaurants and
was an early influence on a
Michigan governor.

But ask around, and the
story many want to tell is
howRudoni brought Colonel
Sanders, founder of the Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken chain,

to Mt. Pleasant.
“I’ll always remember him

for bringing Colonel
Sanders to town,
and I still have a
picture of (my chil-
dren) with Colonel
Sanders,” said Mt.
Pleasant resident
Bob Rulong. “It’s a
great picture.”

Rulong is not
alone.

Cathy Chamberlain ofMt.
Pleasant had a similar story.

“I remember when KFC

first got started in Mt.
Pleasant, and the real Col-

onel Sanders came,”
she said on a memo-
rial page. “Steve was
so proud. I took my
kids tomeet the Colo-
nel. Many years later
my daughter got a
job working there. He
made a big impact on
this community.”

Steve Rudoni, a
resident of Mt. Pleasant and
Stanwood, died Wednesday
at Spectrum Butterworth

Hospital in Grand Rapids.
He was 73.
Former Michigan Gov.

John Engler first met
Rudoni while serving in the
Michigan Legislature in the
1970s, and continued to ad-
mire the leadership he pro-
vided in the home county
they shared.

“He helped me when I
was running for office,” En-
gler said by phone Thursday.
“He was a good friend and
was always a great supporter

MT. PLEASANT

Rudoni remembered for influence, leadership

ByAdrianHedden
Special to the Morning Sun

Working tomaintain enrollment numbers dur-
ing a decline in high school graduates across
Michigan, Central Michigan University has out-
lined several goals to keep numbers up andmain-
tain academic success of its students.

Vice President of Enrollment and Student Ser-
vices Steven Johnson presented a “strategic en-
rollment plan” to the Board of Trustees at Tues-
day’s meeting, identifying goals and challenges
facing the size and profile of CMU’s student body.

He said CMU is hoping to add 3,500 new first-
time-at-college students, while also adding 1,100
transfer students. He also mentioned increasing
freshman to sophomore retention by 1 percent.

“We updated the plan a couple of years ago,
and it was responsive in creating some action,”
Johnson said. “We’re still building off of that to-
day.”

CMU President George Ross said the univer-
sity has the fourth highest graduation rate in the
state, behind University of Michigan, Michigan
State andMichigan Tech. CMU’s four-year grad-
uation rate, Johnson said, is 22 percent, while its
six-year students graduate at about 55 percent.

“We still have a ways to go,” Ross said. “But we
look like the rest of the nation.”

Including on and off-campus students, CMU’s
enrollment as of 2014 was 27,069. This was a
0.6 percent increase from 2013’s total of 26,902,
when enrollment figures were the second low-
est since 2005.

MT. PLEASANT

Central
looks
to add
students
High school grad numbers
falling across Michigan

ByEric Stafford
estafford@michigannewspapers.com
@StaffEffect on Twitter

Union Township approved an engineering con-
tract for a pump station on Craighill Road to re-
move a sanitary sewer line from a drain culvert.

Support for the contract was unanimous by
the board of trustees during Wednesday’s meet-
ing with the exception of Trustee Roger Hauck
who was excused.

A memo to the board by Public Works Co-
ordinator Kim Smith states the issue arose af-
ter the Isabella County Drain Commission dis-
covered an eight-inch sanitary sewer main run-
ning through the bottom of the drain culvert on
Craighill Road between River andMission roads.
At the insistence of Drain Commissioner Rick
Jakubiec, the township was given two options:

UNIONTOWNSHIP

Contract for pump
station engineering
approved by board

Rudoni
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to take action
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The Mt. Pleasant High
School class of 1970 is hold-
ing a reunion Saturday,
Aug. 1 at 6 p.m. at the Com-

fort Inn in Mt. Pleasant.
Cost is $30 per person

and registration is due by
July 1.

For more information,
contact Bill Lee at 989-772-
6121 or email wmlee2712@
yahoo.com.

MT. PLEASANT

MPHS class of ’70 reunion set

Tim Keeton, a associate
professor of biology at Alma
College said the college’s test
results show a similar jump
specifically for E. coli the
sameday,withnumbers over
1,000. Any number over 300
exceeds the maximum, and
the college stops testing the
samples once the numbers
reach 1,000.

Moore said the city is now
working with the college to
test the river, and both are
looking to theMidMichigan
District Health Department
and the DEQ to help with
what comes next.

Keeton said his priority is
to help the city with testing
so it meets DEQ standards.
He’s researching certified
labs that can handle the re-
quest.

Keeton said the rivermust
be tested five times in a 30
day period; those samples
must be testedwith sixhours
of collection, which creates a
challenge. Samples will need
to be sent on ice, and labs
will have a small window in
which to do their work.

“You don’t solve a prob-
lem by ignoring it, you face
it head on,” Moore said “It
looks to me like we do have
a problem.”

Moore said while the
drinking water is fine and
unaffected, the health of the
river is important to the com-
munity.

“The river quality couldbe
better, and that should be a
goal,” he said.

Moore said it’s up to the
health department to decide
what, if any, warning the
public should heed if in fact
E. coli numbers continue to

be high.
Marcus Cheatham, the

health officer for Mid Mich-
igan District Health Depart-
ment, said it’s been so long
since his department had a
budget forwater quality test-
ing that there isn’t evenapro-
cess or a standard in place.

“It’s a good thing that the
city and the college are doing
testing,” Cheathamsaid. “We
will be able to look at their
data, good data, in order to
make a decision.”

Right now,Cheathamsaid
hisdepartment is scrambling
to have a public health pol-
icy on E. coli levels approved
by the Board of Health so
it can be implemented if
necessary.

“There needs to be a pat-
tern of high E. coli levels. If
that happens, there could
be one of two advisories,”
Cheatham said.

The first would warn that
the river isn’t safe for full
bodycontact, like swimming.

If levels are high enough, the
health department could ad-
vise that water is not safe for
partial contact, like putting a
hand in the water while fish-
ing.

Cheatham said he hopes
to have a policy approved
within a week.

“The board understands
this is important and that
the community is standing
by, waiting,” Cheatham said.

Rippke said she and the
DEQ are anxiously awaiting
data from both the city and
the college.

“Our role is long-term,”
Rippke said. “We look at a
pattern, and thenwe look for
causes and solutions.”

Rippke said without data
orworkplans fromeither the
city or the college the DEQ’s
help or action plan is purely
hypothetical.

If for example, the river
doesn’t meet a standard, the
DEQwill list the body of wa-
ter as impaired. That would
trigger further studies.

Rippke, who said E. coli is
her specialty, said the bacte-
ria can get into water from
various sources, including
water runoff that contains
animal or human fecal mat-
ter.

The Honeyoey Creek is
surrounded by square miles
of farmfields upstream from
thePine, andheavy rainspre-
ceded high bacteria counts
where the creek meets the
Pine.Rippke said runoff from
the fields is a possible cause.

She also said among
other things, septic
fields, especially near old
farm fields, are often a
culprit.

The first step, she said, is
proper testing of thewater to
determine average levels of
E. coli, and to analyze when
numbers spike or drop.

“We’re doing our best to
help gather the correct data,”
Rippke said.

E. Coli
FROMPAGE 1
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ISHPEMING (AP) >>

Michigan Demo-
cratic Party Chair-
man Lon Johnson is
resigning so he can
run against Repub-
lican U.S. Rep. Dan
Benishek in Michi-
gan’s 1st Congressio-
nal District.

Johnson will for-
mally announce his can-
didacy Thursday night at
Marquette County Dem-
ocrats’ summer picnic in
Ishpeming. The 44-year-old
has a residence in Kalkaska
County east of Traverse
City.

The competitive 1st Dis-
trict includes the entire

Upper Peninsula
and all or part of
17 counties in the
northern Lower
Peninsula.

Benishek has
held the seat since
2011. Johnson lost
a 2012 state House
election in north-
ern Michigan be-

fore becoming party leader
in 2013.

He previously worked for
a Tennessee-based private
equity firm.

Democratic state Rep.
Brandon Dillon of Grand
Rapids says he is interested
in serving as the new party
chairman.

MICHIGAN

Dem chairman
resigns to run for
representative

Johnson

ByAlishaGreen
Of The Associated Press

LANSING >> Conservative
and progressive groups an-
nounced Thursday that they
are joining forces to advocate
for changingMichigan’s civil
asset forfeiture laws.

The new Fix Forfeiture
groupsays itwill advocate for
the passage of legislation in
Michigan, Pennsylvania and
Ohio as well as at the federal
level.

MichiganHouse Judiciary
Committee Chairman Klint
Kesto, a Republican from
Commerce Township, will
be part of the group’s leader-
ship team. Kesto helped lead
work on a package of bills to
change civil asset forfeiture
in the state. The package
passed theHousewith broad
bipartisansupportand isnow
in the Senate.

The bills would require
detailed reports from local
police to the state police on
property that was forfeited.
Reporting is currently re-
quired for forfeited assets
related to suspected drug
crimes, but not for other sus-
pected criminal activities.
Other bills in the package
would make changes includ-
ing raising the standard for
forfeiture to the highest in
civil court.

In Michigan, asset forfei-
tures are heard in civil court,
separate from the criminal
process.

According to a statement
fromFixForfeiture, thegroup
will advocate for that stan-
dardalongwith reporting re-
quirements, due process pro-
tections, andmore.

Groups involved with Fix
Forfeiture include the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union,
Americans for Tax Reform,
the Center for American
Progress, the Faith & Free-
dom Coalition, Freedom-
Works, the Leadership Con-
ference on Civil and Human
Rights, and Right on Crime.

MICHIGAN

New bipartisan effort
aims to change civil
asset forfeiture
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CITY OF ITHACA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CODE OF ORDINANCES ZONING AMENDMENT
The City of Ithaca City Council will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, July 7, 2015 at 7:00pm or
as soon thereafter as the agenda allows at the City Hall located at 129 W. Emerson, Ithaca, MI.
The purpose of the hearing is to take comments on amending the Zoning Ordinance and map to
rezone property to C-2 General Commercial from R-3 Community Residential and RO restricted
Office. The property to be rezoned is portions of the Potts & Crawford Addition Lots 1-5, 9 & 10,
Block 1 + 96; Lots 1-3, Block 2 and portions of the Clarke’s Replat of the Potts & Crawford Addition
Lots 1-8, Block 1, Lots 1-5, Block 2, Lots 7-21 & 31-42, Block 6 and all of Block 7; more commonly
known as the Ithaca Motel and Gratiot County Road Commission properties. If unable to attend,
written comments may be submitted to the City Clerk at 129 W Emerson, Ithaca, MI 48847 or by
email to clerk@ithacami.com up until 4:00pm on July 6, 2015.

Barbara Fandell
City Clerk-Treasurer
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Downtownauthority
» dailytribune.com
»»

ByMikeMcConnell
mike.mcconnell@dailytribune.
com
@mmcconnell01 on TwitterFerndale’s fashionable
downtown is now in the
hands of a new interim ex-
ecutive director.Cindy Willcock,the Downtown De-velopment Author-ity ’s operationsmanage is filling

Brew. “We’re in good shape
for the future.”Bach made the an-
nouncement this week at
the Ferndale City Council
meeting and praised Shep-
pard-Decius for her work at
the helm of the DDA over
the past 15 years.“She’s done agreat job of layinga foundation forFerndale’s futureand she’s going to

yhas interimdirector
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BySusanFieldsfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on TwitterA magnitude 4.2 earthquake near Kalamazoo early

Saturday afternoon was felt in Mt. Pleasant, Ithaca and
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By JamesonCookjamie.cook@macombdaily.com
@jamesoncook on TwitterScott GroatDennis Berry Jr.Kaylah HunterChristina SamuelPaige StalkerThey are just a few of

the photographed faces of
murder victims seen Satur-
day at a pro-unity walk in
Grosse Pointe and Detroit
rally.
Several hundred people,

black and white, many of
them holding photographs
of deceased loved ones or
signs of unity, walked on
Mack Avenue from Cadieux

at unitywalk, rallySurvivors of murderedyoung women lean oneach other and seekto stop the violence

DAVE ANGELL — THE MACOMB DAILY
Sheila Taylor of Harrison
Township, a friend of Paige
Stalker’s family, holds up
a photograph of Paige on
Saturday at the Peace
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ByCarol Hopkinscarol.hopkins@oakpress.com
@OPCarolHopkins on Twitter

• Nathan Newman, wild-
life biologist with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture in
Okemos, provided a link for
additional goose deterrent
options.

FYI

CAROL HOPKINS — THE OAKLAND PRESS

Residents of Adams Landing in Waterford are asking to be

able to use low-impact fireworks to scare away Canada

geese fouling the association’s beach.Fireworks banwaiver sought fordealing with geeseResidents: Fireworksscared birds away

Teacher creates drone program to ‘put students ahead of the curve’

Selling Skills, retail skills, and
leadership skills required.
Call Jim @ (586) 783-0265

or Email:
jgeottes@21st-centurymedia.com

Notice of Public Hearing
Lake Isabella Planning Commission

Your views are invited at a public hearing to be held by the Village

of Lake Isabella Planning Commission as part of a regular meeting

on Tuesday, July 14, 2015 beginning at 7:00 PM. The location of the

hearing will be the Lake Isabella Village Hall, 1010 Clubhouse Drive,

Lake Isabella, MI 48893.

The nature of the public hearings is to receive comments and/or questions

pertaining to proposed Ordinance 2015-05. This proposed ordinance, if

adopted, would make several text amendments to the Village’s Light Industrial

zoning district, including renaming of the district to the Research & Light

Industrial zoning district. Other changes include amendments to the Permitted

Uses and Special Uses allowed in the district; as well as additional site

development requirements for structures and uses in this zoning district.

Comments may be submitted in advance of the public hearing and meeting

at the address above, or via e-mail (tim@lakeisabellami.org). A copy of the

proposed ordinance may be viewed at the Village Hall during normal business

hours.

Jeffrey P. Grey
Village Clerk
Published June 26, 2015
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