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MANISTEE(AP)>> The Mich-
igan Army National
Guard plans to find a
new owner for a 58-year-
old armory and its 5.2-
acre property in Man-
istee County.

The Manistee Armory
has stood empty since the
National Guard unit that
occupied the building for
nearly six decades moved
to the Grand Rapids area
this summer.

Lt. Col. William Humes
tells the Ludington Daily
News that the property
isn’t for sale yet, but Na-
tional Guard officials
have begun the process
of finding a new owner.

Military departments
will be offered the prop-
erty first. If the military
isn’t interested, it will be
offered for sale to the lo-
cal government. It will
be put up for sale to the
public if neither the mil-
itary nor the government
wants the property.

The property’s value is
estimated at $350,000.

STATE

New owner
for armory
sought

ByDavid Eggert
Of The Associated Press

LANSING >> Michigan work-
ers making the minimum
wage will get a 35-cents-an-
hour raise starting Friday.

The state hourly mini-
mum is rising from $8.15
to $8.50. That is $14 more
a week, or $728 a year, for
those working full time.

The increase is the second
in 16 months under a 2014
law that gradually boosted
the minimum by 25 per-
cent. The wage will increase
to $8.90 in 2017 and $9.25 in
2018, after which it will rise
with inflation every year.

Scheduled inflationary in-
creases will not take effect if
unemployment is 8.5 percent
or higher for the prior year.

Michigan is among 14
states where higher mini-
mum wages will go into ef-
fect in the new year, accord-
ing to the National Confer-
ence of State Legislatures.
Michigan’s wage will be tied
for 14th-highest among the
45 states with a minimum
wage.

The amount that employ-
ers can pay 16- and 17-year-
olds — which is 85 percent
of the minimum wage —
will stay at $7.25, the equiv-
alent of the federal minimum
wage. But it will increase to
$7.57 in 2017 and $7.86 in

2018. The minimum hourly
rate for workers who earn
tips is rising from $5.05 to
$5.27 on Friday. Businesses
must still ensure tipped em-
ployees make at least $8.50
an hour overall.

Also taking effect in com-
ing days and weeks are laws
that will:

• Let drivers pulled over
by police show proof of their

auto insurance on a phone
or another mobile device in-
stead of having to provide a
hard copy.

• Authorize local health
departments to not inspect
proposed temporary food
establishments such as con-
cession stands that serve
only “low-risk” food like pre-
cooked hotdogs, popcorn
and ice cream. Health offi-

cials could instead do an in-
office consultation and oper-
ational review.

• Revise rules so veter-
ans and others with service
animals can visit restau-
rants and other public ac-
commodations without be-
ing turned away — except
in limited circumstances.
The state will offer volun-
tary IDs, tags and vests for

service animals. It also must
receive reports from people
who encounter problems us-
ing a service animal or who
suspect others of falsely say-
ing they have a service ani-
mal, and can refer violations
to law enforcement.

• Require police to adhere
to new reporting require-
ments about their seizure of
people’s property and make
prosecutors meet a higher
standard of evidence in civil
court before taking owner-
ship of assets they suspect
are tied to crimes, even when
no charges are filed or con-
victions are obtained.

• Let people caring for the
disabled open tax-exempt
savings accounts to pay for
the long-term needs of those
they care for, including hous-
ing and transportation. An-
other measure will raise the
maximum account balance
in Michigan’s 529 college
savings plan from $235,000
to $500,000.

• Ban a powder product
that makes vodka, rum and
other alcoholic drinks when
mixed with water.

• Require the state police
to notify the public about a
search for any person sus-
pected of injuring or kill-
ing a police officer. The Blue
Alerts will function like
Amber Alerts that help find
missing children.

STATE

Minimumwage rising 35 cents to $8.50 an hour

ANDREW JOWETT — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Mary Collins manages to make ends meet and does her best to save up by working at her
two minimum-wage jobs at Taco Bell and a retail store, according to The Times-Herald.

IRONMOUNTAIN (AP)>> The
season’s first significant
snowfall has given a boost
to ski hills in Iron Moun-
tain and Norway hampered
by the unusually warm
winter so far.

While Monday night’s
storm produced less snow
than predicted and not
enough to provide a base
for skiing or snowboard-
ing, Pine Mountain in Iron
Mountain still has four of
27 trails and two of five lifts
operating, sales manager
Beth Chanlynn said.

Trail work will continue
as Pine Mountain pre-
pares for New Year holiday
weekend events, Chanlynn
added. “We are making
man-made snow, moving it
around and grooming it,”
Chanlynn said. “We will
keep opening trails as we
are able to.”

Norway Mountain had
two trails available Tues-
day and more expected
to be ready today, owner
Neill Urban said. Should
the weather cooperate, all
of Norway Mountain’s 15
trails should be in use in a
few weeks, he said.

“We are making snow 24-
7,” Urban said. “The guns do
not turn off right now.”

A blend of natural and
man-made snow creates
a good surface for skiing,

Urban said. “The condi-
tions are really nice. It was
a blessing, the seven inches
we got,” he said. “When you

mix the snow with man-
made, those are some of
the best conditions you can
have.”

STATE

Winterweather allows ski hills to open

THERESA PROUDFIT — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gunther Stolze of Kingsford gives a thumbs up on ski
conditions at Pine Mountain on Tuesday evening. The hill is
partially open, with two of five lifts operating.

Heather Court
400 E. Warwick Dr., Alma

Tartan Terrace
423 Gratiot Ave., Alma

Heather Court & Tartan Terrace
1 bedroom apartments for

Elderly & Disabled
Amenities include:

* Laundry facility on site
* Utilities included
* Monthly Activities/Outings

* Secured Building/Surveillance
* 24 Hour Maintenance
* Reduced Cable fee
* Smoke-Free Policy

Housing Choice Voucher Program is now OPEN!

Rent is based on 30% of monthly gross income.

Hampton Park & Forest Glen have
3 & 4 bedroom family apartments

Must qualify under HUD guidelines as
a low-income household.

989-463-4200
Downloadable application

@ www.ci.alma.mi.us
or stop in for an application

Hampton Park
on Penrith Street, AIma

Forest Glen
on Euclid Ave., Alma

is accepting applicants for
1, 3 & 4 bedroom apartments.

Alma Housing Commission

400 E. Warwick Dr; Alma

Office Hours: Mon. - Fri.,
9AM - Noon and 1:30 - 4pm

A Greener Approach to Affordable Housing

The Laurels of Mt. Pleasant has an
experienced staff that provides the
necessary post-operative services including:

• Incision Care and Wound Management
• Maintaining Appropriate Alignment

and Flexion
• Availability of Overhead Trapeze

and Traction
• Continuous Passive Motion
• Antibiotic Therapy
• Anticoagulation Therapy
• Pain Management

• Improving Range of Motion and Mobility
• Developing Endurance
• Increasing Functional Independence

REHABILITATION

REHABILITATION GOALS

989.773.5918
laurelsofmtpleasant.com

find your next hire with monster
and digital first media

Finding great talent can be a challenge. Finding them nearby, even more so.
Monster and Digital First Media have the technology and media solutions
to help you reach, connect with and hire the best local talent. From social
to mobile, print to the cloud, let us help you find the best hire, around the
globe or around the corner. To learn more, visit www.theoaklandpress.com;
www.heritage.com; www.dailytribune.com; www.macombdaily.com;
and www.themorningsun.com
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