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By LindaGittleman
For the Morning Sun

By now nearly everyone in the
state and nation knows the story:
for more than a year, the people
in Flint have been drinking water
with lead in it.

Finger-pointing is everywhere
and people all over the country
are calling for the ouster of Gov.
Rick Snyder in what’s become
both a serious hot political potato
as well as a health crisis – espe-
cially for children, who are most
vulnerable to lead poisoning.

In Alma, however, the Flint wa-
ter crisis has shined a big, bright
spotlight on some of the problems
Alma and St. Louis have faced for
years with the Pine River.

With Flint as the catalyst, at
least 150 students and residents
showed up at Alma College Mon-
day evening for a community fo-
rum.

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Flint water:
For Pine
River,many
similarities

KELLY ROCHELEAU — THE MORNING SUN

Members of the Mt. Pleasant High School girls’ swimming and diving team practice at the Rose Pool at the Student Activity Center on the
campus of Central Michigan University, Mt. Pleasant, on Sept. 8. With the pool closing next year, the swim team is set to end after this
season.

ByKelly Rocheleau
krocheleau@michigannewspapers.
com
@KellyRocheleau on Twitter

Swim groups concerned
about the impending June
shutdown for the Rose Pool
on the Central Michigan Uni-
versity campus could get a re-
prieve – for now.

Although the exact timeta-
ble is still being determined,
the Student Activity Cen-
ter Pool will receive deferred
maintenance repairs over the
upcoming summer, Assistant
Vice President of University
Recreation Stan Shingles said.

In the meantime, the Rose
Pool will remain open until
work on the SAC Pool is fin-

ished, Shingles said.
He said the university will

not allow both pools to close
at the same time.

“We have to have an alterna-
tive option for aquatics,” Shin-
gles said.

CMU trustees approved
$2 million for the renovation
in December, Shingles said,
which will come from univer-
sity reserves funds.

Shingles said he’s not sure
how long the SAC Pool will
take to be repaired.

Marilyn Western, a frequent
participant of the water-based
exercises offered by the Isa-
bella County Commission on
Aging, said news of the Rose
Pool staying open longer was
welcome, if surprising news.

In the months since the clos-
ing of the Rose Pool was orig-
inally announced, Western
said, the pool shutdown has
been frequently weighing on
her and the other people over
55 who attend the exercises.

“[The exercises have] been
fun, but [the closing has] been
in the back of our minds,”
Western said.

The Miller-Davis Company
will act as the contractor for
the renovations.

Shingles said the university
still needs to find a pool con-
sultant to help determine the
best course of action. More in-
formation will become avail-
able in the upcoming weeks,
he said. Shingles said the ar-
chitecture and engineering

firm GMB completed separate
reports meant to assess both
the Rose Pool and the SAC pool
in spring 2014 as a part of the
2013 Master Plan Facility Con-
dition Assessment, which in-
cluded every facility on cam-
pus.

Shingles said the upcoming
maintenance on the SAC pool
will include work on mechan-
ical issues, the deck tile and
other factors.

The closing of the Rose Pool
was announced last Septem-
ber. At the time Shingles said
the cost of bringing the facility
up to modern standard would
be $4.6 million, although it
still wouldn’t meet current re-
quirements as a pool used in
competitions.

MT. PLEASANT

ROSE POOL SHUTDOWNMAY
BE DELAYED BY SAC REPAIRS

By Lisa Yanick-Jonaitis
ljonaitis@michigannewspapers.com
@lisayj_msun on Twitter

One 17-year-old boy was ar-
rested and another hospitalized
after a verbal altercation turned
violent at Alma High School last
week.

Christopher Anderson of St.
Louis was arrested after the
attack and charged in Gratiot
County District Court with fe-

lonious assault, a four-year fel-
ony. He was released last week
on a $25,000 personal recogni-
zance bond.

The two boys had a heated
argument in a welding class
Wednesday afternoon, hurling
insults at each other, according
to the Alma Police department.

The bantering died down;
then about 30 minutes later in
the same class, Anderson picked
up a metal bar and approached

the other from behind, striking
him on the head with the bar.

Police were called to the
school shortly after 3 p.m. and
arrested Anderson at the school.

The other boy, who has an
Ithaca address, was taken to
MidMichigan Medical Center -
Gratiot then later transported
to another hospital for treat-
ment; police say he is now re-
covering at home.

The investigation is ongoing
according to Alma police, who
said they were still interview-

ing students Tuesday morning.
Anderson is scheduled for a

probable cause hearing on Jan.
20 and a preliminary hearing in
District Court on Jan 28.

Alma Superintendent So-
nia Lark said while she can
not speak in specifics because

of student privacy laws, a due
process hearing has been sched-
uled related to the fight with
the Alma School Board for Jan.
26.

Lark also said the injured
student returned to school
Tuesday.

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Fightendswithstudents injured, jailed
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Like the Morning Sun for the
latest news, local sports,
opinion and community news,
and to join the conversation.
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Morning Sun classified ads
are the pages to find what you
want and advertise your offer-
ings. Call 877-483-3450.
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Buy it, sell it, find it in
the Morning Sun

The Veterans Memorial Library
and John Ball Zoo will hold the
event at 11a.m. on Saturday in
Mt. Pleasant. PAGE A3
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Mt. Pleasant library
brings the zoo to you

Columnist Pat Caputo chimes
in on the Tigers adding Justin
Upton to their lineup in 2016.
PAGE B1

COLUMN

Adding Upton will give
Tigers extra thump

By Lisa Yanick-Jonaitis
ljonaitis@michigannewspapers.com
@lisayj_msun on Twitter

A suspect in kidnapping a
2-year-old Saginaw girl appar-
ently drove through Gratiot and
Montcalm counties before police
found the child safe and took two
suspects into custody in Grand
Rapids Tuesday afternoon.

Agencies across the state, in-
cluding state police in Gratiot
County, helped Saginaw Police
search for the toddler.

Mikeleh Wiliams, a 15-year-old
runaway who has been living at
a relative’s house for the past two
to three weeks, was suspected

MID-MICHIGAN

Amber Alert
suspect drove
through
Gratiot County

Disagreement at Alma High school turned violent The two boys had a heated argument in
awelding classWednesday afternoon,
hurling insults at each other, according to
theAlmaPolice department.
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Political Science Pro-
fessor Dr. Ed Lorenz told
the audience that while
mid Michigan’s problems
didn’t compare to the
acute crisis in Flint, there
were still too many simi-
larities.

As a member of the
Pine River Superfund Task
Force, Lorenz noted the
struggle involved in get-
ting the river at St. Louis
free of contamination left
by the Velsicol Chemical
Co.

Even though the river
clean up was the most ex-
pensive in the Midwest for
the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the plant
site – one of three Super-
fund sites in and around
the city – still has yet to
be cleaned.

Alma College Geologist
Murray Borrello pointed
to the problem in deal-
ing with state and federal
agencies charged with pro-
tecting residents.

“In 2005, the EPA in
St. Louis had been mea-
suring the contamination
that had been leaking
(into the city’s drinking
water source) and waited
a year to tell the city,” Bor-
rello said.

St. Louis, part of the
Gratiot Area Water Au-
thority, now gets its wa-
ter from Alma. That proj-
ect was funded in part by
the EPA and the Michi-
gan Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality, which
has come under fire for the
Flint problem, resulting in
the resignation of the MD-
EQ’s director.

Unfortunately, the
drinking water problems
don’t end there.

Since Alma gets about
20 percent of its water
from the river, the very
high and dangerous lev-
els of e-coli now found
in the river at Alma have
raised serious concerns.
Tests done by the college
and others – to state stan-
dards – indicate the cause
is due to agricultural run-
off.

“There’s no question
where (the manure) is
coming from,”Borrello
said. “But the DEQ refuses
to acknowledge it.”

Indeed, Gary Rayburn,
who heads the Healthy
Pine River group in Alma,
told of his difficulties deal-
ing with the DEQ.

In the first year, he
wrote a letter to the DEQ
stating that there was a
problem with the Pine
River at Alma.

He never heard back.
The next year, he wrote

another letter and again,
received no response.

Finally, after the third

letter, the DEQ responded
by saying that due to lack
of staffing and resources,
the state wouldn’t be able
to look into the problem
until 2031.

The problem, Lorenz
noted, with no surprise, is
money or lack of it.

“The focus has been on
cutting costs,” he said. “If
all you worry about is cut-
ting costs, there are real
consequences.”

And Flint, he said, has
been likened to the canary
in the coal mine.

A member of the audi-
ence, Mark Janeczko, said
at one time he worked for
the state’s water depart-
ment and he took every
complaint seriously, al-
though not everyone does.

He cautioned against
what he called false argu-
ments.

He said he remembered
the hue and cry that oc-
curred when the lead was
taken out of gasoline.

Why, jobs would be lost
and the cars wouldn’t run,
people were told

None of that happened,
he said.

There are also many
people who are against
regulations.

“Question those who
are against regulations,”
he urged.

For his part, Micheal
Vickery, Alma College
Professor of Environmen-
tal Studies and Public Af-
fairs pointed to the Public
Trust Doctrine, a real and
legal responsibility.

“Elected officials are ac-
tually responsible for pro-
tecting our resources and
assets,” he said. “They are
entrusted to transfer that
to the next generation.”

But he wasn’t only blam-
ing the department heads
and elected officials.

“I say we because we are
also responsible,” he said.

It’s the public who votes
and wants to pay fewer
taxes.

Vickery said he hopes
a seed is being planted to
get people more actively
involved in what the gov-
ernment is doing.

Alma City Manager Phil
Moore said after the meet-
ing that its hard to blame
one person.

As has been pointed
out, Flint didn’t have any
money.

“You can’t just keep de-
funding cities,” he said.
“Water, air and the envi-
ronment are important.
The system failed them.”

Amid a call for the refor-
mation of the MDEQ, and
a strong urge to vote - par-
ticularly among the stu-
dents – Borrello summed
up the feelings among
most in the room.

State officials it seems,
are concerned with
“money first and our
health second.”

Pine River
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of taking her two-year-
old cousin Mileah Hill
from the Saginaw home
early Tuesday morning,
according to a press re-
lease from the Saginaw
Police Department.

Williams is a “verified
runaway” from Grand
Rapids according to po-
lice, and it was possible
she would be heading in
that direction.

On Tuesday around
noon, police were noti-
fied of two cell phone
tower “pings” to Wil-
liams’ cell phone along
M-46 in the Cedar Lake

Area in Gratiot County –
about half way between
Saginaw and Grand Rap-
ids – which spurred in-
volvement by the State
Police Lakeview Post.

Troopers from that
post assisted the Sagi-
naw Police Department,
still searching the area
at 3 p.m. Tuesday for Wil-
liams, Hill, or clues to
their whereabouts.

Less than an hour later
Hill was found safely and
two suspects were taken
into police custody in
Grand Rapids, according
to Saginaw Police.

Police would not say
shortly after Hill was
found whether Williams
was one of the suspects,
or who the other suspect
may have been.

Amber
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After a mistrial was
declared last week, a
new date has been set
for the trial of Mary Big-
ford, accused of shooting
to death her granddaugh-
ter’s father.

Bigford, 52, of Gilm-
ore Township will face
trial Feb. 29 at 9 a.m. in
Chief Judge Paul Cham-
berlain’s Mt. Pleasant
courtroom.

The tr ia l wil l be-
gin with jury selection,
which took roughly four

days in the original trial.
Chamberlain declared

a mistrial during open-
ing arguments Friday
after defense attorney

Sara Spencer-Noggle ob-
jected to Prosecutor Risa
Hunt -Scu l ly ta lk ing
about key evidence that
the defense had not yet

gone over, and because of
a line of questioning in-
volving jury nullification.

Bigford is charged with
first-degree murder, one
open count of murder, fe-
lonious assault, a felony
firearm violation and
carrying a weapon with
unlawful intent.

She is accused of
killing Lawrence Howard
Jr., 39, of Fenton in the
parking lot at Chase Run
apartments in Mt. Pleas-
ant April 18.

ISABELLACOUNTY

Bigford trial reset after mistrial declared
Bigford, 52, of Gilmore Township
will face trial Feb. 29 at 9 a.m. in
Chief Judge Paul Chamberlain’sMt.
Pleasant courtroom. The trial will
begin with jury selection, which
took roughly four days in the
original trial.

WASHINGTON (AP) >> The
White House is appointing
a Health and Human Ser-
vices Department official to
lead federal efforts to help
the city of Flint, Michigan,
deal with its water crisis.
White House spokesman
Josh Earnest says he antic-
ipates that President Barack
Obama will meet with the
city’s mayor on Tuesday.
Mayor Karen Weaver had
already visited with the
president’s senior adviser,
Valerie Jarrett, earlier in

the day. Earnest says state
and local officials are re-
sponsible for managing the
response. He says an assis-
tant secretary at the depart-
ment, Nicole Lurie, will co-
ordinate federal help. The
crisis began in 2014 when a
state-appointed emergency
manager switched Flint
from Detroit water to Flint
River water to save money.
Flint returned to the De-
troit system after elevated
lead levels were discovered
in children.

STATE

Federal official appointed
to help Flint water crisis
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