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ByEric Stafford
estafford@michigannewspapers.com
@StaffEffect on Twitter

One hundred men in the com-
munity have chosen to donate to
and become a voice for sexually
abused children.

The campaign called ‘100 Men
Who Care’ was created by the
non-profit organization Child
and Family Enrichment in Mt.
Pleasant with the goals of rais-
ing $10,000 and finding influen-
tial male advocates.

In the past six months, CAFE
has successfully raised $10,250
for its campaign and found 100
men of character, strength and
action to help give children a
voice.

Samantha Dush, a family ad-
vocate and forensic interviewer
at CAFE, said male participants
came from a wide demographic
that included police officers, child
protective service workers, prose-

MT. PLEASANT

‘100 MenWho
Care’ advocate
against child
sexual abuse

BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

Central Michigan University Po-
lice officers are searching for a stu-
dent who was last seen Wednesday

night in Mt. Pleas-
ant.

Joshua Thomas
Palmer, 23, was last
seen at 6:30 p.m.
and was reported
missing Thurs-
day by his room-
mate, CMU Police
Lt. Cameron Was-
sman said.

Palmer is described as weighing
140 pounds and standing 5 feet, 9
inches tall with a slender build and
short red hair.

He could be in a 2005 black Pon-
tiac Vibe with the Michigan plate
EZ82Z, Wassman said.

While police do not believe there
is foul play, there is concern for
Palmer’s well-being, Wassman said.

Anyone seeing the vehicle or a
man matching Palmer’s description
is asked to contact CMU Police at
989-774-3081.

MT. PLEASANT

Police are
searching
for missing
CMU student
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Jim Timmer of Konwinski Builders in Mt. Pleasant works on putting up a false wall at the front of Art Reach of Mt. Pleasant on Thursday.
When construction is completed, the facades of Art Reach and its adjoining gallery, in the former Cobbler Shop building, will match and be
spruced up.

BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

Nearly a year ago, Kathy Hill
was looking forward to the time
when she wasn’t in the midst of
projects.

Hill, executive director of
Art Reach of Mid Michigan on
Broadway Street in downtown
Mt. Pleasant, was overseeing the
addition to the back of the build-
ing, which was completed last
summer.

By June, Hill’s desire to be
done with projects is likely to
come to fruition.

Workers from Konwinski
Builders of Mt. Pleasant are
currently working on a new fa-
cade at Art Reach, which will
“marry” the original Broadway
Street location to the former
Cobbler Shop, which Art Reach
purchased in 2009 and turned
into an adjoining gallery.

Construction officially began
on Monday, but workers took the
awnings off the two buildings a

few weeks ago to see what was
under them, Hill said.

On Thursday, a duo from Kon-
winski was working on a false
wall in the front of Art Reach,
that will be up while they redo
the facades of both structures.

Some of the work includes
closing off the door in the gal-
lery side and creating one large
picture window; and installing
a new window and new door in
the original Art Reach building.

Hill hopes that the construc-
tion work will be done by June

9 for a celebration of 35 years of
Art Reach and the unveiling of
the donor wall.

A unified front of the adjoin-
ing buildings will bring them to-
gether visually and at the same
time keep a traditional, brick
front with colored tiles above
to add a visual element and
“perking up” the appearance,
Hill said.

A new sign is also in the
works, and Hill was hoping to
have the blade variety but the

MT. PLEASANT

MICHIGAN ART REACH
GETTING A ‘FACELIFT’
Downtown construction under way on the new mid-Michigan facade

By LindaGittleman
For the Morning Sun

That ol’ Pine River may just
keep rolling along, but it still con-
tinues to deteriorate.

Even since as recently as 2013,
the river at Alma has gotten
worse, said Gary Rayburn, or-
ganizer and chair of the Healthy

Pine River organization, a com-
munity action group dedicated to
fixing the problem.

Every now and then, said Ray-
burn, who lives on the river, he
sees “stuff” floating down the
Pine.

“I don’t know if it’s grass or
manure,” he said. “But every year,
the water gets dirtier.”

The river has been tested, re-
vealing high levels of E-Coli,
along with very high levels of nu-
trients and antibiotics.

It’s long been suspected that
the river’s contamination is com-
ing from large animal farms or
concentrated animal feeding op-
erations.

But the question keeps being
raised: is it animal waste or hu-
man waste?

Here’s a look at some facts:
Gratiot County has more cows

than people.
According to the last U.S. De-

partment of Agriculture report,

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Tests continue on the Pine River
Participants of
the 17th annual

Joe Scholtz
Memorial Free
Fishing Derby

cast their lines
into the Pine

River at an
event on June

13, 2015, at
Leppien Park

near St. Louis.

ERIC STAFFORD —
THE MORNING SUN

Palmer

No cure in sight for
contamination

ISABELLACOUNTY

Amish buggy-SUV accident injures four in Rolland Township
An Amish couple and two

children were injured Thurs-
day morning when the driver
of a sports utility vehicle hit
their buggy in Rolland Town-
ship.

A 3-year-old boy with a pos-
sible head injury and 5-year-
old girl whose injuries were
know known who were riding
in the buggy were taken by
ambulance to a Grand Rapids

hospital after the crash, which
happened shortly after 10:15
a.m., Isabella County Sheriff
Michael Main said.

Deputies were called to the
scene at 6289 S. Rolland Road
and found that Jonathan Rei-
hle, 61, of the Blanchard area
was driving a 2007 Chevrolet
Trail Blazer south when he hit
the buggy, Main said.

Although the adults in the

buggy were injured, they did
not require treatment, accord-
ing to Main.

The horse pulling the buggy
sustained injuries to its leg
and head, and was captured
and taken back to the owner’s

Amish farm, Main said.
Fremont Township Fire and

First Responders, the Millbrook
Rolland Fire Department, Mo-
bile Medical Response ambu-
lance and Isabella County Cen-
tral Dispatch assisted.

RIVER>>PAGE2
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The horse pulling the buggy sustained
injuries to its leg and head.

Man last seen Wednesday
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cutors and more.
“Some of the men have

taken the initiative to
share on social media and
some have recruited other
men,” she said.

According to Dush, the
campaign is aimed at en-
gaging men in the con-
versation of child sexual
abuse and at the same
time making it less of a
taboo subject.

The men who have
stepped up are choosing
to take a stand and ad-
vocate against the sex-
ual abuse of children, she
said.

Statistically, men are 85
percent more likely than
women to commit sexual
abuse on a minor, accord-
ing to CAFE. It also states
that one in four girls and
one in six boys will be
sexually abused before
their 18th birthday.

However, CAFE seeks to
tip the scales with those
percentages and change

perceptions through 100
Men Who Care.

“We don’t have to see
men as perpetrators and
that’s one thing we seek
to change,” said Dush.
“We really wanted to
spotlight 100 guys who
defy the stats and show
they care by partnering
with us.”

Those who have joined
the cause were featured
on the CAFE Facebook
page and their contribu-
tions will go to providing
services such as counsel-
ing and advocacy to chil-
dren and their families
and prevention for the
community.

“By raising funds to
provide services for vic-
tims and their families,
as well as prevention
programs, we can begin
to picture a world where
children and their par-
ents can live in a safe and
healthy environment,”
CAFE said.

Dush said she believes
the 100 Men Who Care
campaign will really
make a difference.

“I love this campaign

because I work with
women every day and I
thought it really brought
a new perspective to child
protection.”

Now, with April being

‘Child Abuse Protection
Month,’ CAFE is working
to keep the fund raising
and prevention momen-
tum going with its ‘100
Women Who Care’ cam-

paign that begins today
and will be similar to its
male counterpart.

“The campaigns engage
the community in a posi-
tive way,” said Dush.

Men
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city of Mt. Pleasant has an
ordinance banning those
downtown.

City officials are talk-
ing about changing that,
but are not set to discuss
the issue until August, Hill
said.

In the meantime, a tra-
ditional sign will be in-
stalled, she said.

Art Reach remains open
through the construction
process, but patrons will
have to use the back en-
trance once workers get
the false wall constructed.

Scheduled classes and
workshops will continue
through the construction.

Art Reach moved to
the downtown location in
2009, and Hill and others
had been involved in fund-
raising, knowing there was
a need for more space.

The 850-square-foot ad-
dition at the back of the
building opened in July
and is used for classes,
events and workshops.

Facelift
FROMPAGE 1
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Child and Family Enrichment staff members Ally Gajsiewicz and Samantha Dush discuss
operating the recording system for forensic interviews at the CAFE offices in Mt.
Pleasant on Thursday.

Gratiot has nearly 48,000
cows, while the human pop-
ulation is a little more than
42,000.

Pigs number more than
60,000.

Dairy cows each eat an
average of 100 pounds of
food a day, according to the
University of Illinois, while
beef cattle eat up to half that
amount each.

Common sense might
easily indicate that animal
waste is the culprit, making
its way into creeks, ditches
and streams and ultimately

the Pine, but the question is
asked repeatedly: couldn’t it
be human waste?

To get to the bottom of
the human or animal ques-
tion, Alma College Geologist
Murray Borrello and some of
his students went upstream
last fall to see if there was
evidence of leaking or failed
septic systems in the River-
dale, Sumner and Elwell ar-
eas.

Basically, they saw little
difference and in some spots
the river was healthier than
where Honeyoye Creek emp-
ties into the Pine just outside
of Alma.

In other words, it doesn’t
appear that a great number
of septic systems were leak-

ing or failed, certainly not
enough to cause the high
level of contaminants at
Alma.

Borrello is quick to point
out that there is always some
level of human waste in any
body of water and that could
represent a danger to those
who use the river as recre-
ation, but the results up-
stream in the townships
were “insignificant.”

Trouble is, the tests did
not separate human from
animal waste, still allowing
those to raise the animal or
human question - again.

“The animal population is
the size of a large city,” said
Alma City Manager Phil
Moore. “We are sick and

tired of arguing if it’s ani-
mal or human waste.”

Alma gets about 20 per-
cent of it water supply from
the river.

Since neither the state or
the federal government is
taking a lead in this, Moore
said the city is partnering
with Borrello and the college
to determine once and for all
if the cause of the problem
is human or animal waste.

Tests should begin in
May.

Once the cause is deter-
mined, “it’s easier to address
the problem,” Moore said.

For his part, Borrello said
two things are known: there
has been direct dumping of
manure into the river. These

acts have been observed.
However, it’s only been done
by a small minority of the
farms.

The second thing is that
a vast majority of farmers
obey all the rules and regu-
lations on waste set down by
the state, Borrello said.

Clearly however, it ap-
pears those rules may not
be enough and the rules
have to change.

And therein lies the big-
gest problem.

“There’s no appetite in
Lansing or Washington
to address this head on,”
Moore said.

So, along with the city, the
Healthy Pine River group is
hoping to join forces with
other river cities and com-
munity groups facing the
same problem in Michigan
to bring about that change.

River
FROMPAGE 1

Basically, they saw little difference
and in some spots the riverwas
healthier thanwhereHoneyoye
Creek empties into the Pine just
outside of Alma.

Luke Pramuka, the son of
Caroline and Jim Pramuka
of Mt. Pleasant, is compet-
ing in the Michigan Na-
tional Geographic State

Bee.
The com-

petition is
t o d ay a t
W e s t e r n
M i c h i g a n
University,
and is the
second level
of the Na-

tional Geo-
graphic Bee competition.

Each state champion will
receive $100, the National
Geographic Book “The Na-
tional Parks: An Illustrated
History” and a medal.

State champions will
travel to Washington, D.C.
to compete in the national
championship May 22-25.

Luke is an eighth grade
student at Sacred Heart
Academy.

MT. PLEASANT

Sacred Heart
student
competes in
geographic bee

Pramuka

DETROIT (AP) >> An artist
who stripped an abandoned
Detroit home’s facade for an
art display says he’s agreed
to cover the costs of demol-
ishing what was left behind.

Detroit Free Press reports
the cost is about $9,500.
Ryan Mendoza, an Ameri-
can artist living in Europe,
says the project “is finally
turning back into what it
should be, which is a pos-
itive thing for everybody.”

Mendoza had said he
was willing to pay since
the start and that a con-
tractor he hired for demo-
lition didn’t deliver. Men-
doza’s project, “The White
House,” consists of materi-
als from the home that he
shipped to Europe and re-
built.

A crew on Monday tore
down the two-story home.

Neighbors were unhappy
about the home’s skeleton
that was left standing.

STATE

Cost of
demolishing
home stripped
for art display

By Jill Colvin
Of The Associated Press

APPLETON,WIS. >> It was a
question sure to come up
at some point in the Re-
publican primary cam-
paign.

“What should the law be
on abortion?” asked MS-
NBC’s Chris Matthews to
Donald Trump at a town
hall event in Wisconsin.

“Should the woman
be punished for having
an abortion?” Matthews
pressed. “This is not some-
thing you can dodge.”

Trump’s bungled re-
sponse — an awkward,
extended attempt to evade
the question, followed by
an answer that, yes, “there
has to be some form of
punishment” — prompted
a backlash that managed
to unite abortion rights
activists and opponents.
And it also brought an un-
precedented reversal from
the notoriously unapolo-
getic candidate less than
a week before Wisconsin’s
important primary.

The episode demon-
strated the extent to which
Trump has glossed over
the rigorous policy prep-
aration that is fundamen-
tal to most presidential
campaigns, underscoring
the risks of the billionaire
businessman’s winging-
it approach as he inches
closer to the Republican
nomination.

“Well, bear in mind I
don’t believe that he was
warned that that question
was coming” and didn’t
have a chance to really
think about it, said Ben
Carson, a former Trump
rival who has since en-
dorsed him, in an inter-
view with CNN.

He should have, said
political professionals.

“When you’re just
winging it, that’s what
happens,” said Kevin
Madden, a veteran of 2012
nominee Mitt Romney’s
campaign. “Running for
president, it’s not a take-
home exam.”

And this wasn’t the first
time Trump’s approach
has gotten him in trouble.

He raised eyebrows

during a debate when he
appeared unfamiliar with
the concept of the nuclear
triad, an oversight his op-
ponents happily pointed
out.

At a town hall on CNN
earlier this week, Trump
appeared to falter when
asked to name what he
believed were the top
three priorities of the fed-
eral government. Among
his answers: health care
and education. Trump
has vowed to repeal Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s
landmark health care law
and gut the budget of the
Department of Education.

The lack of preparation
extends beyond policy.
This week, Trump called
into a series of radio sta-
tions in Wisconsin, ap-
parently unaware the in-
terviews were likely to be
combative.

At the end of a remark-
able interview in which
he compared Trump’s
behavior to that of “a
12-year-old bully on the
playground,” WTMJ-
AM’s Charlie Sykes asked
Trump if he was aware
he’d called into someone
unabashedly opposed to
his candidacy.

“That I didn’t know,”
Trump said.

During a recent rally
in Vienna, Ohio, Trump
delivered his usual in-
dictment of the North
American Free Trade
Agreement and blasted
American companies that
have shipped jobs over-
seas.

But he seemed unaware
that Chevrolet, which
builds the Chevy Cruze se-
dan in nearby Lordstown,
had recently announced
that it was planning to
build its 2017 hatchback
model in Mexico. It was
the kind of local knowl-
edge that requires re-
search and legwork, and
could have helped Trump
connect with his audience
and others in the state.

For most presidential
candidates, especially
those new to it all, get-
ting up to speed on the
intricacies of domestic
and foreign policy is a
process that begins early.
While Trump’s campaign
did not respond Thurs-
day to questions about
the kind of briefings he
receives, it’s clear he has
done things differently.

He announced mem-
bers of his foreign policy
team only this month and
met with them Thursday
as part of a series of ap-

pointments in Washing-
ton.

Out on the trail, Trump
largely skipped town hall
events in the early-vot-
ing states that were the
hallmarks of several rival
campaigns. Chris Chris-
tie and John Kasich, for
example, held dozens of
the events, fielding hun-
dreds of questions on ev-
ery topic imaginable.

Trump might well note
that most of his GOP ri-
vals are gone, and he’s
still the front-runner.

But what about his
abortion comments?

“None of the other can-
didates would have made
that mistake,” said Mar-
jorie Dannenfelser, pres-
ident of the Susan B. An-
thony List, which sup-
por t s ant i -abor t ion
legislation and candi-
dates.

Michael Steel, an ad-
viser to former Trump
rival Jeb Bush, said that
candidates and presidents
have to be able to respond
to issues as they arise,
which requires a “tremen-
dous amount” of work be-
hind the scenes. It’s one
reason major candidates
from both parties typi-
cally have government ex-
perience.

NATION

Trump’s abortion flub shows
risks of ‘winging it’ on policy
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Kayla Forshey (left) participates in a rally to condemn Republican presidential candidate
Donald Trump’s remarks about women and abortion on Thursday in New York.
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SCHAD,
CHARLES
THOMAS;
originally of Ea

ton Rapids, Michigan; 
passed away peaceful
ly on Tuesday, March 
29, 2016; at the age of 
81. Chuck was born on 
July 16, 1934, the first 
son of Tony and Cor- 
rine (Palmer) Schad. He 
was a graduate of Eaton 
Rapids High School class 
of 1953 and went on to 
earn a Master’s Degree 
from Central Michigan 
University. After college 
Chuck served his country 
as a Captain in the Unit
ed States Army, and for 
many years afterwards 
was the administrator for 
several long term care fa
cilities in Shiawassee and 
Gratiot Counties. Chuck 
then took a position as a 
corrections officer in Ionia 
where he retired in 2004. 
Charles is preceded in 
death by his parents. 
Surviving are his daugh
ter, Toni Rae (Steve) Bolin 
of Lansing; sister, Wendy 
(Danny) Hector of Eaton 
Rapids; brother, Ronald 
(Pam) Schad of Florida; 
nephew, Jamie Hector 
of Eaton Rapids; and 
nieces, Kimberly (James) 
Clough of Arizona, Tracie 
Hector (Seth Mailman) of 
North Carolina, and Stac
ey Schad of Bancroft. Fu
neral Services will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Monday, 
April 4, 2016 at Skin
ner Funeral Home, Ea
ton Rapids Chapel. The 
family will receive friends 
at the funeral home on 
Sunday from 2 to 5 p.m. 
For those desiring memo
rial contributions may 
be made to First United 
Methodist Women’s So
ciety of Eaton Rapids 
in memory of Charles. 
For online condolences 
please visit
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