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WASHINGTON>> Donald Trump’s
opponents in the primaries
were right to call him a con art-
ist, a narcissist and a pathologi-
cal liar. Just ask “John Miller.”

That’s one of the
names Trump used
with journalists to bur-
nish his status as a bold-
faced Manhattan celeb-
rity; he also called him-
self “John Barron.” Both
personae were suppos-
edly publicists who just
wanted to explain what
a wonderful guy Mr.
Trump was and how beautiful
women seemed unable to resist
his charms.

Last week, The Washing-
ton Post ran a story about the
“Miller” and “Barron” ruses,
which took place years ago,
and posted a 1991 record-
ing of “Miller” explaining why
Trump was dumping Marla Ma-
ples. “He’s coming out of a mar-
riage, and he’s starting to do
tremendously well financially,”
the imaginary publicist says to
a reporter from People maga-
zine. “Actresses just call to see
if they can go out with him and
things.” Madonna is ostenta-
tiously name-dropped as some-
one who “wanted to go out with
him.”

The voice is Trump’s. He de-
nies it, for some reason -- “I
don’t think it was me,” he said
Friday, “it doesn’t sound like
me” -- but the timbre, cadence
and word choice on the record-
ing are pure Trump. It could
only be him or his evil twin (as
if he needed one).

The Post reported that “some
reporters found the calls from
Miller or Barron disturbing or
even creepy; others thought
they were just examples of
Trump being playful.” Put me
firmly in the “creepy” camp.

I don’t go so far as to think

Trump could have believed
these imaginary friends were
real. But I do believe that Re-
publican presidential con-
tenders Marco Rubio (who

called Trump a con art-
ist), Bobby Jindal (who
called him a narcis-
sist) and Ted Cruz (who
called him a pathologi-
cal liar) should feel vin-
dicated. And I believe
the nation should be
deeply worried about
what sort of person the
GOP is about to nomi-

nate for president.
Does it really matter if

Trump had a bit of fun at
the expense of some report-
ers two or three decades ago?
It wouldn’t if he were merely
asking for another season of
“The Apprentice.” He wants
us to make him the most pow-
erful man in the world, and
the “Miller” and “Barron” epi-
sodes -- along with the trans-
parently untrue denials that
they ever took place -- betray a
level of ambition and insecurity
that voters should find deeply
alarming.

In my experience, most suc-
cessful people could be de-
scribed as needy in some sense.
Trump, however, takes needi-
ness to a bizarre and frighten-
ing extreme.

He’s the son of a wealthy de-
veloper who expanded his fa-
ther’s empire. In his younger
days, he was a rich and well-
connected man about town.
It is no surprise that he en-
joyed the company of beauti-
ful women. But that, appar-
ently, wasn’t nearly enough for
Trump. He had to be widely
seen with such women on his
arm, and he had to be both en-
vied and admired.

When he decided to trade a
woman in for a newer model -- I

know that sounds crude, but this
was his modus operandi -- he
used fake names to call reporters
with his side of the story. Was he
too cheap to hire a real publicist?
Did he believe he was so much
more clever than the journalists
that they wouldn’t know it was
really him? (They knew.) Was he
obsessed with being portrayed
in the gossip columns as “a good
guy,” which is what “John Miller”
calls him in the recording?

And why deny it now, given
the clear evidence of the tape?
Why not just laugh it off as a
youthful or perhaps middle-
aged indiscretion? Why not
just say he was having a little
fun at the media’s expense?
“It wasn’t me” is only an effec-
tive defense absent proof be-
yond a reasonable doubt that,
you know, it was.

I’m taking this seriously be-
cause Trump is asking to be
taken seriously -- which means
he wishes to be taken at his
word. Someone should explain
to him how this works.

He has built a remark-
able career on bluster, brand-
ing and relentless self-promo-
tion. Self-regard bordering on
self-worship and a willing-
ness to bend the truth may
have been assets that helped
his rise. Insecurity and a need
to be loved could have given
him motivation. For a vain-
glorious mogul who lives to
plaster his name across the
New York skyline -- and whose
most consequential decision
is whether to use travertine
marble or Carrara -- these are
useful traits.

For a president of the
United States, they could be
catastrophic.

Eugene Robinson’s email
address is eugenerobinson@
washpost.com.
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Understanding the dangerous
insecurity of Donald Trump

Several years ago your writer
penned a negative review of Ste-
ven Soderbergh’s ha-
giographic slog of Er-
nesto “Che” Gue-
vara wherein he noted
the inherent contra-
diction of a film stu-
dio charging the cost
of one ticket for each
half of the four-hour
flick. Those aware of
Che’s views on capital-
ism can imagine the
mixed-messages sent
by gouging the movie-going
public for a lousy movie about a
very bad man spread over one-
packaged-as-two cinematic ex-
periences.

In the movie Che is seldom
seen holding a firearm. Instead
he’s often shown pondering
with deep humanity on some
Marxian conundrum or another
while smoking a cigar. Not just
any cigar, mind you, but a Cu-
ban cigar, because we all know
that Che helped liberate the is-
land nation famous for its fine
smokes from an oppressive re-
gime, before replacing it with
an even more oppressive politi-
cal system.

Contra Sigmund Freud, some-
times a cigar represents some-
thing other than its outward ap-
pearance and function. In the
case of “Che” that representa-
tion is of deeply contemplated
freedom, which is silly in the
context of a movie celebrating
a mass murderer but applicable
in the context of today’s mus-
ings concerning further abro-
gation of long-held freedoms in
our country. Yes, dear readers,
it’s time to discuss premium,
hand-rolled cigars and yet an-
other U.S. government attempt
to roll back real, for the time-be-
ing, freedoms.

For decades, those of us who
enjoy participating in a bit of
hand-rolled magnificence have
been told renewing relation-
ships with Cuba would benefit
our palates and humidors. Now
that tensions have been relaxed
somewhat and trade and travel
seem imminent, “to what end?”
must be asked since the cur-
rent administration’s right hand
seems to have no clue what mis-
chief the left hand is up to. It’s
a classic O. Henry short-story
setup added to the Obama ad-
ministration’s single-minded,
film noir double-feature that in-
cludes Operation Choke Point
campaign, which threatens au-
dits of banking institutions do-
ing business with tobacco shops.

Readers are reminded even our
current president enjoys an oc-

casional cigarette.
You see, the U.S. Food

and Drug Administra-
tion – aided and abetted
by Sens. Henry Waxman,
Ted Kennedy and a host of
other meddlers into one of
your writers’ favorite pas-
times – have been working
in conjunction these past
10 years or so to clamp
down on premium, hand-
rolled cigars. If successful,

the only thing currently worth
importing from Cuba will en-
counter consumers unable to af-
ford the additional costs compli-
ant manufacturers will pass on
to the public.

The FDA’s Option One Deem-
ing Regulations impose cumber-
some rules for a niche segment
of the cigar market. The FDA
–under authority of the 2009
Family Smoking Prevention and
Tobacco Control Act, which es-
tablished the Center for Tobacco
Products – expands its author-
ity into premium cigar territory.
The magazine “Cigar Aficio-
nado” reports that, of the 12 bil-
lion cigars sold annually in the
United States, a relatively few
315 million are hand-rolled.

Not only will this negatively
impact the nascent market for
Cuban cigars legally sold in the
United States, but from other
countries such as Honduras,
the Dominican Republic and
Nicaragua as well. Having re-
cently returned from a trip to
Granada, your writer can safely
write that Nicaraguan poverty
cannot withstand the added in-
sult of the proposed FDA ac-
tions. Additionally, manufactur-
ers and retailers will take it on
the chin by an additional “hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars”
and extra months the FDA ac-
knowledges its rules will add to
the rollout of new cigars.

Remember those “small busi-
nesses” Washington elites are al-
ways yammering-on about how
important they are? It’s time
they prove this more than lip-
service. Congressional defund-
ing of enforcing the FDA regula-
tions would be a good start.

How many freedoms must we
watch burned to an unrecogniz-
able ash? It’s something to pon-
der over a premium, hand-rolled
cigar – while we still can.

Bruce Edward Walker (walker.
editorial@gmail.com) is a
Morning Sun columnist and
freelance writer.
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A cigar’s just a
cigar unless it
represents freedom

Cartoonist’s take

Caring about the water
crisis in Gratiot County

The cities of Alma and St.
Louis now get about 25 percent
of their drinking water from the
Pine River. The water from the
Pine is treated with chlorine to
kill the E. coli, which is pres-
ent in the river. The E. coli is be-
lieved to be sourced by some of
the 27 CAFOs that are in Gra-
tiot County. A disconcerting fact
is that a by-product of treating
water with chlorine is the for-
mation of a family of chemicals
known as Trihalomethanes. One
of the four members of the tri-
halomethane family is a chem-
ical called chloroform. Chloro-
form is classified by the U.S. gov-
ernment as a “probable” human
carcinogen. California consid-
ers it a “known” carcinogen. It
is suspected that trihalometh-
ane in drinking water may cause
bladder, colon and rectal cancer.

The city of Alma tests for the lev-
els of trihalomethane. It has so
far once exceeded what is consid-
ered to be a safe level. However,
it is still present in every glass of
water that you drink that comes
from the water treatment plant
in Alma. The concept is simple,
as the presence of E. coli contin-
ues to increase in our river, more
chlorine will be required to kill
the bacteria, hence more trih-
alomethanes (chloroform) will
be present in your drinking wa-
ter. The health of the Pine River
should be a concern for everyone.

The presence of antibiotic re-
sistance bacteria is another loom-
ing health hazard in the river.
This has gotten very little atten-
tion so far but has the poten-
tial to be a serious health hazard.
This is a direct by-product of the
use of antibiotics in animal feed.
It is a simple concept, what goes
in, comes out and is ending up in
the river. Antibiotic resistant bac-

teria hasn’t been tested for in the
lower Pine by Alma yet, but the
antibiotic resistant bacteria has
been tested for up stream and is
present there in drainage tile and
ditch bottoms.

It is crucial that everyone be-
come involved in what is going
on in the Pine River. A great way
to start is to attend the Health
Pine River meeting at 7 p.m. on
June 9. The meeting will be in
the Dow/Kapp science build-
ing at Alma College. Jon Allan
will be there to hear our con-
cerns. Jon was appointed by
Gov. Snyder to be the director of
the Michigan office of the Great
Lakes. One of his jobs is to man-
age water quality in the state.
Come to this meeting and let
Lansing know that we have a
water crisis in Gratiot County,
and that we care about our wa-
ter.

Wayne Brooks
Alma
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Hillary Clinton wants Amer-
icans to have access to Medi-
care starting at age 50. It’s an
idea well worth considering, not
least because so many Amer-
icans aged 50 to 64 who don’t
have job-based health insurance
struggle to afford the relatively
high premiums they’re charged
for private plans. And Medicare
is a popular, battle-tested and
relatively inexpensive insurance
system, costing less per person
than private insurance.

Such an expansion would
have to be carefully designed,
however, to make sure Medi-
care premiums for this age
group accurately and transpar-
ently reflect the cost of cover-
age. Underpricing would un-
dercut private insurers compet-
ing for the same customers, and
also saddle taxpayers with the
extra cost.

The most straightforward ap-
proach would be to offer people
younger than 65 a price equal
to the full cost of their cover-
age. That would probably be at
least $7,600 for people in their

early 60s -- an estimate the Con-
gressional Budget Office came
up with in 2008. Today, the fig-
ure would be even higher, and
it’s not clear how many people
would want to pay it.

In contrast, the average sec-
ond-most-generous Obamacare
plan this year costs $10,911 for
a 60-year-old. But the govern-
ment subsidizes those premi-
ums through a tax credit to peo-
ple whose incomes are less than
400 percent of the poverty line.
It would make sense to offer the
same subsidies to people who
would buy into Medicare.

If the price were well calcu-
lated, a Medicare option could
offer needed competition in
places where few companies sell
insurance on state exchanges.

Selling Medicare policies on
the exchanges would be an am-
bitious, yet not radical, way to
expand insurance coverage. In
other words, just the kind of in-
cremental reform the health-
care system needs.

-Bloomberg View (May 17)
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Hillary Clinton’s modestly
radical idea for Medicare
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