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In Brief
From staff and wire reports

FUNERAL NOTICES

BELDING — The Belding Police 
Department responded to 11 calls 
Tuesday. Incidents included:

• Civil dispute, 3:50 p.m., Broas.
• Larceny, 5:30 p.m., Kenwood.

GREENVILLE — The Greenville 
Department of Public Safety 
responded to 14 calls Tuesday. 
Incidents included:

• Mental health issues, 1:39 p.m., 
VanDeinse.

• Domestic situation, 3:05 p.m., 
N. Hillcrest.

• Delinquent minors, 5:17 p.m., 
N. Walnut.

• Neglected child, 11:17 p.m., 

Cedar.

STANTON — The Montcalm 
County Sheriff’s Department 
responded to 15 calls Tuesday. 
Incidents included:

• Obstruction of justice, 9:55 
a.m., Edgerton.

• Domestic dispute, 3:53 p.m., 
Beardsley.

• Larceny, 4:44 p.m., First.
• Larceny, 6:42 p.m., location 

redacted.

STANTON — Montcalm County 
Central Dispatch reported no fire 
calls Tuesday.

POLICE REPORTS

Panel considers  
teen life sentence

LANSING — The question 
of whether juries, not trial 
judges, have the sole authority 
to sentence teens to life with-
out parole for first-degree mur-
der landed Wednesday in the 
Michigan appeals court, which 
is seeking to settle conflicting 
opinions among appellate 
judges.

In a rare hearing, a special 
panel of seven judges con-
vened to hear arguments in a 
Flint murder case that could 
have implications across 
Michigan.

A three-judge panel set a 
key precedent last year in rul-
ing 2-1 that juries must decide 
whether someone under 18 
gets a no-parole sentence, 
based on a series of U.S. 
Supreme Court decisions that 
barred sentencing juveniles to 
mandatory life without parole. 
A different set of judges had to 
apply the precedent to the 
Flint case in January but firmly 
disagreed in a 3-0 ruling.

Genesee County assistant 
prosecuting attorney Joseph 
Sawka told the conflict resolu-
tion panel that a 2014 
Michigan law enacted in 
response to one of the 
Supreme Court rulings appro-
priately authorizes judges to 
impose a no-parole sentence 
for juvenile killers after consid-
ering various factors and only 
if the prosecution requests the 
sentence rather than the 
default term of at least 25 
years to a maximum of 60 
years.

TODAY
Harold E. Naffziger — 11 a.m., Mount Calvary Lutheran 

Church, Greenville. (Hurst Funeral Home, Greenville)
Michael C. Fasciano — 1 p.m., Hurst Funeral Home, 

Greenville.
Dorothy Florence (Blaine) Pruden — 11 a.m., Faith 

United Methodist Church, Edmore.
Janet Pearl Seaver — 5 to 8 p.m., Simpson Family Funeral 

Home, Sheridan.
SATURDAY

Phyllis J. Brace — 2 to 5 p.m., First Presbyterian Church, 
Dimondale. (Christiansen Cremation & Funeral Care, 
Greenville)

Donald Gene Emmons — 11 a.m., Crystal Cemetery. (Lux 
and Schnepp Funeral Home, Carson City)

Cheryl Rae Gunderman — 11 a.m., Lux-Moody-Wolfen 
Funeral Home, Alma.

TUESDAY
Janette Ethelyn (Hopkins) Roger — Noon, Hurst Funeral 

Home, Greenville.

BY LORI HANSEN
Daily News correspondent

STANTON — The Central Montcalm 
Public School Board of Education recognized 
both band and robotics students during 
Monday evening’s meeting.

Members of the high school band, under 
the direction of Matt Reed, earlier this year 
earned a Division I rating at the state 
Michigan School Band and Orchestra 
Association (MSBOA) festival.

“The last time Central Montcalm earned a 
I at state was before any of you were even 
thought of,” noted Board President Bill 
Simpson. “The last time a band earned that 
kind of honor was in 1991. And we know you 
got there only by hours and hours of practice 
and hard work.”

The band first earned a I rating at a district 
festival, promoting them up to compete at 
the state level. Band members addressed the 
school board and shared what instruments 
they played.

A dozen members of the robotics team 
presented the robotic car they built, and 
demonstrated how it is driven. They shared 
their part in constructing the piece, and dis-
cussed how they enjoyed having the opportu-
nity for a robotics team.

Coach David Johnson explained how 
robotics competitions proceed, and how they 
team achieved high ranking.

“We appreciate the teamwork and the 
bonding we see among you,” said Trustee 
Brandy Ryan. “It’s really great.”

Also during Monday’s meeting, the board 
went into a 39-minute closed session to dis-

cuss a student discipline hearing. The stu-
dent, a middle school male, had reached the 
limit of 12 minor infractions. He will be 
under close supervision and will report prog-
ress made to the board before the 2016-2017 
school year begins.

“It was only a matter of a student making 
poor choices,” Superintendent Amy 
Meinhardt said.

Correspondent Lori Hansen is  
a Greenville-area resident.

Central Montcalm school board 
hears about band and robotics

communication equipment 
is currently located there, as 
well as equipment belonging 
to AT&T, which leases space 
for approximately $46,000. 

“Between the two, that’s 
$76,000 a year in income for 
the city,” Bosanic said. 

With the contract lasting 
15 years, Greenville High 
School student representa-
tive Alec Fowler was con-
cerned whether upgrades 
could be made on behalf of 
Verizon. 

“Are they allowed to 
update, if something changes 
technology-wise, can they 
update their systems?” he 
asked. 

According to Bosanic, 
there is no issue. 

“As a matter of fact, AT&T 
just did that, they supple-
mented their equipment, and 
that’s why they are now at 
$46,000,” he said. “We were 
able to negotiate that amount 
with them, which is pretty 
substantial. That opened up 
the possibility for amend-
ments, which is why you see 
an increased rate for them.”

Councilman Mark 
Lehman wanted to make sure 
the contracts for all compa-
nies leasing space contained 
language addressing possible 
rate increases for additional 
equipment or upgraded tech-
nology. 

According to Bosanic, 
those stipulations are absent 
in some lease agreements 

outside of the agreement 
with Verizon, but are being 
addressed. 

“That’s the next thing that 
we are going to be doing, 
going back to look at those 
contracts,” he said. “We may 
have to negotiate some of 
those.”

Bosanic said the rates are 
comparable with other com-
munities that lease water 
tower space to phone compa-
nies.

In discussing the price dif-
ferential between Verizon 
and AT&T, Bosanic said 
Verizon does not utilize the 
tower in the same manner as 
AT&T, resulting in a smaller 
fee. 

“The negotiated price is 
very favorable to the city, and 
the prices vary based on the 
type of equipment they have,” 
he said. “For AT&T, they have 
a lot more equipment, the 
tower is more central to their 
broadcasts, if you will,” he 
said. “Verizon is on some 
towers around the city in 
rural areas.”

According to Bosanic, no 
third-party equipment atop 
the tower will interfere with 
the city’s communication 
equipment. 

In order to confirm there 
is no conflict, the city hired 
the services of Dixon 
Engineering, which Bosanic 
said confirmed Verizon 
would pose no issue. 

csmith@staffordgroup.com 
(616) 548-8277
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the Mid-Michigan District 
Health Department’s 50th 
anniversary celebration. About 
150 people attended the event 
at New Haven Church of the 
Brethren in Middleton, includ-
ing current and retired 
employees and administrators, 
community partners and Sen. 
Judy Emmons.

Emmons, R-Sheridan, pre-
sented Health Officer Marcus 
Cheatham with a resolution in 
honor of the anniversary, 
signed by Gov. Rick Snyder 
and other state legislators.

“We are so appreciative of 
the services you provide here 
in rural Michigan,” Emmons 
told the audience. “We appre-
ciate your leadership. Thank 
you for all you do for all of us.”

The health department was 
created in 1966 in the base-
ment of the former Montcalm 
County courthouse to serve 
Clinton, Gratiot and 
Montcalm counties. Prior to 
that time, the three counties 
had operated as separate 
health department units. The 
three-county area includes 52 
townships over 1,872 square 
miles, serving a combined 
population of more than 
181,200 people.

The health department 
grew slowly but steadily, from 
just two employees in its first 
year to more than 70 employ-
ees today. The department 
issued its first food permit in 
1967 to the Danish Kingdom 
in Stanton. As times changed, 
so did the health department: 
Creating AIDS and STD 
awareness programs in the 
1980s, losing half its employ-
ees during Michigan’s reces-
sion in the 1980s, rebounding 
and modernizing in the 1990s.

The health department 
relocated to its current head-
quarters in Stanton in 1997. 
Branch offices are also located 
in Ithaca and St. Johns.

Cheatham shared how 
health department staff work 
with a variety of people in dif-
ficult situations throughout 
the three counties, including 
low income families, abused 
women and single parents.

“We deal with a lot of peo-
ple who are hurt,” he said. “We 
deal with a lot of tough situa-
tions. This is what we do, we 
turn people around.”

The health department has 
worked under nine medical 
directors, including Dr. 
Jennifer Morse, who took over 
last year, as well as three health 

officers, including Kimberly 
Singh from 1996 to 2012; and 
currently Cheatham who took 
the position in 2012. 
Additional administrative 
staff currently includes 
Administrative Services 
Division Director Melissa 
Bowerman, Community 
Health & Education Division 
Director Andrea Tabor and 
Environmental Health 
Division Director Bob Gouin.

Nine people were honored 
Tuesday as Public Health 
Champions, including:

• Environmental health: 
Keon, past president of the 
Pine River Superfund Citizen 
Task Force; Switzer, director of 
the Clinton Conservation 
District; and Tim Keeton, a 
professor at Alma College who 
worked with students to sam-
ple water from the Pine River 
to obtain data to be shared 
with the community.

• Personal health: 
Clingenpeel; Jodie Faber, 
director of Spectrum Health 
United Lifestyles, who has 
helped with comprehensive 
prevention programs, the 
Baby Friendly Hospital initia-
tive and Fitkids and supports 
the Montcalm Human 
Services Coalition and Healthy 
Montcalm; Deb Kloosterman, 
retired coordinator of the 
Building Stronger 
Communities Council. She 
previously won the Champion 
for Children award from the 
Child Abuse Neglect Council, 
expanded wraparound servic-

es for children’s mental health 
and supports Great Start and 
Project Connect.

• Former employees/Board 
of Health: Dr. Robert Graham, 
who retired as the health 
department’s medical director 
last year. He helped the health 
department achieve national 
accreditation through the 
Public Health Accreditation 
Board. He recently received 
the Jean Chabut Health Policy 
Champion award for individ-
uals who have made signifi-
cant contributions toward the 
health and wellbeing of 
Michigan citizens.

Jack Enderle, former 
Clinton County commission-
er and former member of the 
Mid-Michigan District Health 
Department and Michigan 
Board of Health. He helped 
secure a grant from the 
National Association of Local 
Boards of Health and con-
nected the health department 
with the Clinton Conservation 
District.

Singh, retired health officer 
who retired from the health 
department in 2012. Singh 
created the modern health 
department and led historic 
transformations there. She 
now works with My 
Community Dental Centers.

Visit mmdhd.org for more 
information about the Mid-
Michigan District Health 
Department.

ewaldon@staffordgroup.com 
(616) 548-8276

Pine River Superfund Citizen Task Force past president Jane Keon and Clinton 
Conservation District Director John Switzer, both at left, were honored for their envi-
ronmental work by Health Officer Marcus Cheatham, at right, during Tuesday’s Mid-
Michigan District Health Department 50th anniversary celebration.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
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Kimberly Singh, left, who retired as a health officer in 
2012 and now works with My Community Dental Centers, 
and Jack Enderle, a former Clinton County commissioner 
and member of the Michigan Board of Health and the 
Mid-Michigan District Health Department Board of Health, 
were honored for their years of service during Tuesday’s 
health department 50th anniversary celebration.

those portions, as opposed to 
making Kamminga & 
Roedvoets responsible for 
that maintenance. 

“The road commission is 
on board. The county prefers 
we reimburse them to do 
grating and brining of the 
roads to keep dust and chat-

ter bumps under control,” 
Thomas said. 

The project will fall during 
the school year, no matter the 
time of the start date. It 
remains to be seen whether 
that will be the end of the 
current academic year or the 
start of the next one. 

enielsen@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8289
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spent per year, or if it could 
be rolled into following 
years for larger projects. 

Bosanic said that the year-
ly donation method was 
typical of Braman’s nature, 
and it would be up to the 
council on how to allocate 
the funds.  

“That’s Bill, that’s how he 
would do it,” Bosanic said 
with a smile. “If you knew 
Bill, you’d know he’d want it 
simple, that it would be this 
way.”

Councilman Lloyd Scoby 
said by donating in yearly 
increments, the remaining 
funds could remain in the 
endowment, accruing addi-
tional interest. 

“This way, he’s giving a 
contribution not only to the 
city, but to the (endowment 
fund), because they have 
that money for more years 
to make investments with it,” 
he said. 

On behalf of the council, 
Mayor John Hoppough 
thanked the Braman family 
for choosing to donate to the 
city. 

“I’d like to thank the 
Braman family for their con-
tribution, it’s just wonderful 
for the community,” he said. 
“He had a passion for 
Greenville, and it’s great to 
see him optimize as he did 
with this beautiful gift.”

csmith@staffordgroup.com 
(616) 548-8277

BRAMAN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

IN OTHER MATTERS …
The Central Montcalm Public School Board of 

Education also:
• Hired Jill Tobey as varsity cross country 

coach;
• Ratifyied the employment of Heather 

Guelzo for Sixth Grade Camp;
• Hired Abigail Seamon as summer reading 

coordinator for kindergarten through third 
grade;

• Approved a request from Corinda Stover for 
unpaid leave for the east coast trip June 13-17;

• Approved a request from Nancy Denslow 
for unpaid leave to participate in her daughter’s 
field trip to a Whitecaps game;

• Authorized an overnight district-sponsored 
field trip for boys varsity basketball camp at the 
University of Michigan June 25-26;

• Authorized an overnight, district-sponsored 
field trip for girls varsity basketball camp at 
Northwood University July 13-15;

• Authorized an overnight, school-sponsored 
trip for girls basketball Camp at Gaylord Team 
Camp;

• Authorized an overnight school sponsored 
trip to Hornet Football Camp at Pioneer Park in 
Muskegon.

Willis investigated  
in more cases 

MUSKEGON — A West 
Michigan man charged with 
trying to abduct a girl is also 
being investigated in the dis-
appearance of a gas station 
clerk and the fatal shooting of 
a jogger, a prosecutor said 
Wednesday.

Jeffrey Willis, 46, was 
charged with kidnapping and 
other crimes in an April inci-
dent involving a 16-year-old in 
Muskegon County’s Fruitland 
Township. She told investiga-
tors that she jumped out of 
Willis’ van.

Bond was set at $1 million 
Wednesday, and Willis asked 
for a lawyer. He declined to 
speak in court.

His Muskegon-area home 
was searched Tuesday and 
another property connected to 
relatives was searched 
Wednesday. Police could be 
seen removing computer 
equipment and other posses-
sions.

In asking for a high bond, 
prosecutor D.J. Hilson told a 
judge that Willis is being inves-
tigated in two other cases, the 
2013 disappearance of Jessica 
Heeringa at a gas station in 
Norton Shores and the 2014 
homicide of Rebecca Bletsch in 
Dalton Township.

“Those leads are being 
taken very seriously,” Hilson 
said without elaborating.

180-day period for 
ballot drives OK’d

LANSING — Groups col-
lecting signatures for state-
wide ballot drives could submit 
those only collected within a 
firm 180-day period under leg-
islation passed by a divided 
House Wednesday and expect-
ed to land on Gov. Rick 
Snyder’s desk soon.

The bill, which would take 
effect immediately if signed, is 
a response to a marijuana 
legalization ballot committee’s 
plan to try to more easily qual-
ify old signatures.

The Board of State 
Canvassers last week dead-
locked on allowing petition 
backers to use a digital voter 
registration database to rebut 
a presumption that signatures 
older than 180 days are void 
or stale — which has effec-
tively served as a 180-day limit 
in practice for decades. It 
would have been an easier 
process than visiting local 
clerks across the state to get 
an affidavit showing that an 
individual voter was registered 
both at the time they signed 
the petition and during the 
180-day window.

Michigan’s jobless 
rate unchanged 

LANSING — Michigan’s 
seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate of 4.8 percent 
remained the same in April as 
it was the previous month.

The Michigan Department 
of Technology, Management & 
Budget says Wednesday that 
total employment in the state 
rose by 17,000 while the num-
ber of unemployed increased 
by 1,000.

Michigan’s jobless rate in 
April 2015 was 5.6 percent.

Data shows Michigan aver-
aging 234,000 unemployed so 
far this year. That’s about 
42,000 below the average over 
the first four months in 2015.

Bureau of Labor Market 
Information and Strategic 
Initiatives Director Jason 
Palmer says “payroll jobs have 
recorded solid gains every 
month, while individuals con-
tinue to enter the workforce 
on a monthly basis.”


