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Union Township and the city
of Mt. Pleasant are considering a
collaborative ordinance to enforce
rules when Indian Pines Park is
made more accessible to the pub-
lic.

As of Wednesday night’s town-
ship board meeting, no official
agreement was made, but trust-
ees did decide to send the idea to
the township’s legal team which
could mean a decision as soon as
its next meeting.

Mt. Pleasant City Manager
Nancy Ridley said during the
meeting that the city commis-
sion had not approved any agree-
ment either, and wanted to bring
the idea before Union Township’s
board first.

Indian Pines Park, located off

UNIONTOWNSHIP

City-township
collaboration
for Indian
Pines Park?

ByRickMills
rmills@michigannewspapers.com
@RickMills2 on Twitter

Montcalm and Clinton County
children had the highest rate of
lead levels in their blood among
mid-Michigan counties in the
most recent statewide testing, but
all mid-Michigan counties tested
below the statewide average.

Statewide, 3.4 percent of Mich-
igan children — or 4,800 of those
who were tested — had elevated
lead levels, according to a provi-
sional data released by the Mich-
igan Department of Health and
Human Services this week.

In Montcalm County, 1.8 per-
cent of 955 children (10 children)
tested showed elevated lead levels
while 1.6 percent of the 643 tested
(15) in Clinton County showed
high lead levels.

Isabella County had seven chil-
dren of 624 tested show high lead
levels, or 1.1 percent of those tested.

Gratiot had 463 tested and
Clare had 386, both with statisti-
cally insignificant numbers of pos-
itive results.

State officials did not tally per-

MID-MICHIGAN

Counties test
below state
average on
lead levels
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Creme de la Creme owner Kristy Benaske hands a young boy a cupcake at Food Truck Friday on June 10, 2016in Mt. Pleasant.
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Food Truck Friday’s new
face-off challenge has added
an extra facet to the weekly
showcase featuring food ven-
dors from Mt. Pleasant and
around the state.

For its second week, FTF had
people vote between two eater-
ies — Creme de la Creme Cup-
cakes and Gourmet Cupcake
Shoppe.

Katie Keske, store manager
of Gourmet Cupcake Shoppe,
said Friday was the first time
being a part of the event.

“We really want to get out in
the community and show what
we have to offer,” she said.

Keske said Gourmet Cup-
cake Shoppe prides itself
on making everything from
scratch and using products
grown in Michigan.

The business — located
at 201 1/2 E. Broadway in Mt.
Pleasant — is part of a chain
that also includes franchises
in Bay City, Midland and Sag-
inaw.

“I think it’s neat to be face-
to-face with Creme de la
Creme,” she said.

“You don’t get to try two
similar products at the same
time very often.”

Creme de la Creme owner
Kristy Benaske and her crew
were also participating in the
event for the first time.

“I think it’s amazing and
we’re honored to do so,” she
said. “I think food trucks in
our area are fantastic.”

Benaske and company didn’t
have a food truck or an oven at
their initial outing, which she
said made things “interesting.”

Creme de la Creme has
been open since 2012, but last
Tuesday it relocated to 612 E.
Broadway in downtown Mt.
Pleasant.

FTF, which is held from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. in the parking
lot at the CMURC, was created
to support and accelerate food
entrepreneurs at an energized
event within the Great Lakes
Bay Region.

The event started in 2014,
and after a few weeks grew to
as many as 400 attendees and

eight food trucks in one week,
CMURC Director of Operations
Elissa Richmond-Gagne said
earlier in the week.

Food trucks are promoted
every week in a Facebook event
created by CMURC.

It is a single source of con-
tact providing physical space
and business services, and en-
courages interaction and part-
nerships.

On Fr iday a f ternoon,

CMURC President and CEO
Erin Strang said she believes
Food Truck Fridays are a great
experience for everyone be-
cause it unites a wide variety
of people from kids, babies and
families to older citizens and
students.

“What I think is cool is it’s
a great mix of the community,”
she said.

“Food always brings people
together.”

MT. PLEASANT

FOOD TRUCK FACE-OFF
FEATURES DESSERTS

Katie Keske, store manager of Gourmet Cupcake Shoppe, talks with
customers at Food Truck Friday in Mt. Pleasant on Friday.

By LindaGittleman
For The Morning Sun

If Alma, St. Louis and the sur-
rounding communities want to
see the Pine River cleaned up
they’re going have to do it them-
selves.

Or, join with other communi-
ties and organizations to see that
it gets done.

Jon Allan, director of the Mich-
igan Office of the Great Lakes
told the nearly packed house at
Alma College Thursday that he
has no magic solutions.

“I can’t change the legisla-
tive mind,” he said to members

of the Healthy Pine River group
and others. “There’s no magical
money.”

To repair and upgrade the
state’s water related infrastruc-
ture will cost “billions of dollars.”

The problems of E-coli, nutri-
ents and drug resistant bacteria
found in the Pine River is hap-
pening throughout the state.

Allan gave a presentation on
his strategy for the Great Lakes,
a project begun about three years
ago at Gov. Snyder’s request.

His report will be released in
sections in the next months and,
among a large number of prob-
lems, it outlines how all the wa-

ter is connected in Michigan and
to other states — and countries
— as well.

He asked how many members
of the audience, when taking a
shower in the morning, under-
stood that their shower water
“ends up in Quebec.”

The state needs new infra-
structure, clean up of legacy con-
taminations, more monitoring
systems — it has some real time

monitoring systems on beaches
now — along with new ways to
keep invasive species out of Mich-
igan’s lakes, Allan said.

He also pointed out that the
state didn’t design sewer systems
to deal with drugs now found in
the state’s waterways.

“The system is out of whack,”
he said.

Michigan needs new technolo-
gies and new companies to help

solve the problems, he said.
While understanding that the

Pine is but a small piece in the
state’s overall water problems,
frustration among members of
the audience showed.

Alma College Professor Ed Lo-
renz pointed to a new state House
bill that would limit regulatory
environmental standards to that
of the federal government’s stan-
dards and not a bit more.

And that begged the question:
Doesn’t the state legislature need
to see Allan’s power point presen-
tation?

Lorenz urged Allan to tell Sny-
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Sheriff’s officials have
released suspect photos
and are asking for help
identifying two men and
a woman wanted for us-
ing a credit card be-
longing to a Vestaburg
woman.

A 65-year-old woman
received a call from her
credit card company on
May 25 concerning suspi-
cious activity on her credit
card, Montcalm County
Undersheriff Michael J.
Williams said in a press
release.

“The woman recalled
using her credit card the
same day at a business in
Edmore however was not
able to locate her credit
card after that,” Williams

said. “The credit card
company was contacted
and eventually was able
to provide a list of busi-
nesses throughout Mont-
calm County where the
credit card was used.”

One of the businesses
provided security photo-
graphs of the suspects who
officials said fraudulently
used the credit card at sev-
eral businesses in Mont-
calm County.

Officials are asking for
help in identifying the two
men and woman shown in
the photographs, who they
said appear to have been
driving a silver Chevrolet
Impala.

Anyone recognizing the
people or the vehicle in-
volved to contact the sher-
iff’s office at 989-831-7590
or the tip line at 989-831-
7593.

MONTCALMCOUNTY

PHOTO COURTESY OF MONTCALM COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

The Montcalm Sheriff’s department released photos of two
men and a woman sought for suspected credit card fraud.

Help sought identifying
credit card fraud suspects

A Tribute to Life.
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centages for counties with
fewer than six children
testing positive for high
lead, which was the case
in both Gratiot and Clare
counties as well as Me-
costa.

State officials said the
information, based on 2015
tests, will identify com-
munities needing inter-
ventions such as Detroit,
Grand Rapids and Flint —
where lead contaminated
the tap water.

Lenawee County had the
highest rate of exposure —
10 percent, or 104 of 1,042
children tested. Detroit
also had a high rate — 7.5

percent, or 1,618 of 21,563
children.

Michigan Chief Medi-
cal Executive Eden Wells
says parents can reduce
children’s exposure to
the toxic metal by getting
homes built before 1978
tested and having children
tested.

Michigan will compare
the 2015 rate with past years
after finalizing the data.

State officials said nearly
half a million children in
the United States have
elevated blood lead lev-
els that could cause sig-
nificant damage to their
health, according to esti-
mates the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion, and almost 5,000
children tested in Mich-
igan in 2015 had an ele-

vated blood lead level.
Provisional data indi-

cates 3.4 percent of Michi-
gan children tested in 2015
had an elevated blood lead
level, defined as greater
than or equal to five mi-
crograms per deciliter.

“Awareness is the one of
the best defenses against
lead poisoning,” said Dr.
Eden Wells, Chief Medical
Executive with MDHHS.
“By making parents and

caregivers aware of expo-
sure hazards and teaching
them safe cleaning and re-
mediation practices, we
can go a long way toward
ensuring that children
don’t suffer lifelong health
impacts that can be caused
by lead exposure.”

While provisional data is
likely to change, this infor-
mation is being used to help
identify communities with
a higher percent of children
with elevated blood lead
levels. MDHHS is currently
working with several com-
munities including Detroit,
Flint, and Grand Rapids to
provide detailed data and
data analyses to identify
and target interventions to
prevent and reduce lead ex-
posures.

MDHHS will also be

working closely with the
new Child Lead Poisoning
Elimination Board and its
chair, Lt. Gov. Brian Cal-
ley, to develop a long-term
statewide plan to prevent
some of Michigan’s most
vulnerable residents from
being exposed to lead.

Major sources of lead ex-
posure to U.S. children in-
clude lead-based paint and
lead-contaminated dust in
deteriorating buildings.
Children can also be ex-
posed to lead from other
sources including drinking
water, soil, take-home ex-
posures from a workplace,
lead bullets, and imported
ceramics. Parents can re-
duce a child’s exposure to
lead in many ways, includ-
ing:

• Getting your home

tested. If you live in a
home built prior to 1978,
or before you buy an older
home, ask for a lead in-
spection.

•Getting your child
tested. Even if young chil-
dren seem healthy, talk
to your healthcare pro-
vider about testing them
for lead.

•Getting the facts. For
more information, contact
the Michigan Childhood
Lead Poisoning Prevention
Program at 888-322-4453
or visit www.michigan.
gov/lead or www.michi-
gan.gov/leadsafe.

Health officials are cur-
rently finalizing provi-
sional data and will pro-
vide comparison with past
years in the final 2015 sur-
veillance report.

Lead
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der he has to veto that bill.
Murray Borrello, another

Alma College professor
and geologist, said that he
and his students have been
monitoring the river, some-
thing the state should have
been doing.

Despite requests, no help
has been forthcoming from
the state.

Again, Allan said he has
no magic wand to solve
complex problems, but
urged the community to
join with others to get their
voices heard.

“Frustration can drive
change,” he said.

Chairman of the Pine
River Superfund Task Force
in St. Louis Jim Hall asked
for help in locating some
of the agencies and com-
munities and Allan said he
would get back with him.

Allan told the members
of the audience to report
problems to the appro-
priate agency, usually the
state Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality or per-
haps the health depart-
ment or other agencies in
the state.

If all else fails, he said,
they could call him and he
provided his number.

Clean-up
FROMPAGE 1

Airport Road in Union
Township, is 80 acres of se-
cluded, natural land that is
also within the city limits.

Ridley said the city is
still considering what to
do with the land, however,
the goal is to open it up for
pedestrian access with the
exception of motor vehi-
cles. Essentially, the inter-
governmental agreement
would mean that both Mt.
Pleasant and the township
would create an ordinance
to allow city police, the Is-
abella County Sheriff’s De-
partment, and park rang-
ers from both entities to
enforce rules on the prop-
erty.

Trustee Bryan Mielke,
who also serves on Union
Township Planning Com-
mission, said the city and
the township both have
very similar rules when it
comes to park ordinances
already.

If there were any issues
with an agreement, Ridley
said either party can get out
of it with 60 days notice.

“We believe this would
benefit both the city and the
township,” she said.

Trustee Tim Lannen
said he believes the idea of
both enforcement agencies
working off the same set of
rules is logical. “I’m really
excited the city is looking
into opening this up to the
public after all these years,”
he said.

Park
FROMPAGE 1

To submit local
religious news or events
to theMorning Sun,
e-mail at community@
michigannewspapers.
com

Unitarian
Universalist Service
Set

The Unitarian-Univer-
salist Fellowship of Cen-
tral Michigan will hold its
service Sunday at 10:30
a.m. at 319 S. University
Avenue in Mt. Pleasant.
Summer religious edu-
cation and childcare are
provided.

Mt. Pleasant
Methodist Service
Set

Mt. Pleasant First
United Methodist Church
a nnounc e s a g ues t
preacher for this Sunday.
The Rev. Ron Thompson,
one-time pastor of this
church, will preach on
“The Good Stuff.” Wor-
ship is at 10 a.m. and will
be held in the Fellowship
Hall until renovations of
the first f loor are com-
pleted.

Alma Presbyterian
Service Set

Rev. Tom Brackbill’s
sermon will be at 10 a.m.
this Sunday at Alma First
Presbyterian Church. On
June 16, a celebration of
the 25th anniversary of
Community Café will be-
gin at 5:30 p.m. in the
fellowship hall. Follow-
ing dinner, there will be
a brief program to recog-

nize people who were the
first organizers, volun-
teers past and present, for
this ministry which offers
food and fellowship to all.

Beyond The Walls
Sunday Service

Join three congrega-
tions in the area (Cen-
tral Michigan Free Meth-
odist, First Church of the
Nazarene, and Imman-
uel Lutheran Church) for
beyond the walls Sun-
day. They are leaving
the walls of their church
buildings and joining to-
gether for worship in the
park. Worship is at Island
Park Sunday at 11 a.m. fol-
lowing worship will be a
potluck.

St. John’s Episcopal
Announcements

St. John’s Episcopal
Church moves its summer
schedule, with one service
with music at 9 a.m. every
Sunday. Also, a rummage
sale will be held June 9-11.
St. John’s is located at
Washington and Maple in
downtown Mt. Pleasant,
and is accessible via the
small parking lot behind
the church. The rummage
sale will be in the Parish
Hall - entrance on Wash-
ington Street.

Clare Assembly Of
God Events

Jessica Joy will be in
concert at Clare Assem-
bly of God at 6 p.m. Sun-
day, June 12. Joy will also
be at the summer kickoff
bonfire for youth at the
Harper’s House on Five
Lakes from 7 to 10:30

p.m. on Friday, June 10,
and at Heart of Michigan
Cafe on June 11 at 10 a.m.
for ladies coffee, with a
concert following. The
church is located at 3557
E Colonville Rd. in Clare.

Free Clothing
Giveaway; Rummage
Sale

Living Hope Lutheran
Church will have its free
clothing giveaway from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. on June 14
and June 24. This will be
at 2370 W. Ludington Ave.
in Farwell. Also, there
will be a rummage sale
on from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
June 10-11. This will be
at Living Hope Lutheran
Church, 2855 Cadillac Dr.
in Farwell.

Farwell Steak Dinner
June 16

The monthly Swiss
steak dinner will be held
at the Farwell United
Methodist Church (on the
corner of Ohio and Supe-
rior St.) from 4:30 to 6
p.m. on Thursday, June
16. The donation is $9 for
adults, $5 for children.
Take-outs are available.

New Hope Rummage
Sale

The New Hope United
Methodist Church will
hold an indoor yard sale
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
June 16-17, and from 9
a.m. to noon on June 18.

Church Rummage
Sale June 18

Firs t Presby ter ian
Church in Mt. Pleasant

will hold a rummage sale
from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on Saturday, June 18. The
church is located at 1250
Watson Road. Proceeds
from the rummage sale
go to support many local
mission projects.

Shepherd
Smorgasbord Dinner

The Shepherd United
Methodist Church an-
nounces its family smor-
gasbord dinner will be
held from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
on June 23.

Mt. Pleasant VBS
June 27-July 1

Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Mt. Pleasant
Vacation Bible School
“Camp Immy” will be
held from 9 a.m. to noon
June 27 - July 1. All chil-
dren ages 4 through en-
tering sixth grade may at-
tend. Register by calling
989-773-4204 or logging
on to Immanuelmp.com.
There is no fee to attend.

Winn Methodist
Smorgasbord Dinner

On Thursday, July 7,
the Winn United Method-
ist Church, 8187 S. Winn
Rd., is having a smorgas-
bord dinner from 4:30
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Adult
dinner is $8, children $4
donation.

Weidman United
Methodist Church
Announcement

The Weidman United
Methodist Church in-
v ites kids from first
through fifth grades to

the youth connection pro-
gram beginning June 22,
on Wednesday through
Fridays, from 10 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. The program
includes a morning snack,
daily crafts and activities,
ending with a walk to the
park for lunch. The pro-
gram continues through
July 22. Also, worship is
every Sunday at 10 a.m.
Sunday School is at the
same time. The church is
located at 3200 Woodruff
Rd. in Weidman.

Rosebush United
Methodist
Announcements

Free movie nights for
parents, kids and the
whole family will be held
the third Friday of each
month at 6 p.m. On June,
kids movie “Brave” and
adult movie “90 Minutes
in Heaven.” A free cloth-
ing store, Priceless Ap-
parel, has all clothing that
is “like-new” with sizes
ranging from infant to
adult. Priceless Apparel is
open on Thursday’s from
10 a.m. to noon, and Sun-
day’s at 11:30 a.m. It is
open to everyone. It is
located at the Rosebush
United Methodist Church,
3805 School St. in Rose-
bush – behind the Rose-
bush Elementary School.
Rosebush Ecumenical As-
sistance Program (REAP)
is a free food pantry on
Thursday ’s at the St.
Henry Church, located at
the corner of Mission and
Vernon roads. It serves
Rosebush, Mt. Pleasant,
Clare, Farwell, Lake, Wei-
dman only. Hours are 9 to
11 a.m., and a valid Mich-
igan ID is required.

Mid-Michigan religion news

“Awareness is
the one of the
best defenses
against lead
poisoning.”
— Dr. Eden Wells, Chief Medical
Executive, MDHHS

ByMorning Sun staff

St. Louis senior scholars
class of 2016:

MeganBrown
Valedictorian. Parents:

Matt and Julie Brown. GPA:
4.15. Plans to attend Spring
Arbor University to study
Pre-Veterinary medicine

Raquel Smith
Salutatorian. Parents:

Dan and MC Smith. GPA:
4.08. Plans to attend Mid-
Michigan Community Col-
lege to study Cancer Biology

SethBebow
Parents: Kevin and Kelly

Bebow. GPA: 4.06. Plans
to attend Michigan State
University to study Agri-
culture.

MadisonSmith
Parents: Dan and MC

Smith. GPA: 4.04. Plans to
attend Mid-Michigan Com-

munity College to study
Nursing.

MeganClark
Parents: Chad and Anke

Clark. GPA: 4.01. Plans to
attend Saginaw Valley
State University to study
Biomedical Engineering.

KadenKeon
Parents: Quinn and

Brandi Keon. GPA: 4.01.
Plans on attend Central
Michigan University to
pursue a career as a Phy-
sician’s Assistant.

LandonHrabal
Parents: Kurt and Cyni-

thia Hrabal. GPA: 4.00.
Plans to attend Michigan
State University and study
Agriculture.

JosephConn
Parents: Michael and

Diane Conn. GPA: 4.00.
Plans to attend Saginaw
Valley State University and

study Business Chemistry.

AshtynManiez
Parents: Dave and

Janelle Maniez. GPA: 3.98.
Plans to attend Alma Col-
lege and study Business
Administration.

Nicole Koczenasz
Parents: Ronald and

Stephanie Koczenasz.
GPA: 3.96. Plans to at-
tend Muskegon Commu-
nity College and study
Criminal Justice.

MeganBajena
Parents: Scott and Car-

men Bajena. GPA: 3.93.
Plans to attend Delta Col-
lege and study Crop Man-
agement.

BelindaWilson
Parents: Robin and

Phyllis Wilson. GPA: 3.93.
Plans to attend Northern
Michigan University and
study Zoology.

ST. LOUIS

2016 senior scholars
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MANEY, CLARA; age 93;
of Mt. Pleasant, Michigan; 
passed away on Thurs
day, June 9, 2016 at the 
Laurels of Mt. Pleasant. 
Service arrangements are 
pending with the Rowley 
Funeral Home in Mt. 
Pleasant.
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