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Students of Mt. Pleasant public
schools received a pleasant sur-
prise at their bus stops this morn-
ing.

The school district announced
recentlyh the purchase of four
new buses that were dropped off
at the Mt. Pleasant Public Schools
Department of Transportation
behind West Intermediate Ele-
mentary last week.

The buses each cost approx-
imately $85,000 and were part
of the district’s recent voter-ap-
proved $35 million bond to reno-
vate the schools.

“I’m just very thankful to the
(Mt. Pleasant) community for
passing the bond issue,” said
Transportation Director Dee Kee-
ney. “It’s a great opportunity for
our kids and it’s great for educa-
tion.”

Three of the four buses are
standard issue while one is a “trip
bus,” which will be used to take
sports teams on away games and
road trips. The bus has storage
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By LindaGittleman
For the Morning Sun

No one who has lived in Gratiot
County for any length of time has
ever seen the river like it is now.

In certain spots in Alma and
St. Louis, it appears that the Pine
River has shrunk.

Lime green algae forms on the
banks and stretches further and
further into the middle of the
body of water.

Or, at the bridge on Luce Road
in Alma, the emerald green lily
pads have encroached so far into
the river and with such thick-
ness, it appears a new land mass
is forming.

“(The vegetation) will die at the
end of the season,” Alma College
Geologist Murray Borrello said.

But next spring?
“It’s going to come back,” he

said.”And, it seems to start ear-

GRATIOTCOUNTY
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Bill Miller Jr. of Papa’s Pumpkin Patch near Mt. Pleasant picks a ripe pumpkin from his 15-acre field Monday.

By Susan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

If forecasters are correct, the
next few days will be hot.

After that, meteorologists
are calling for cooler tempera-
tures in mid-Michigan.

If that comes to pass, Bill
Miller Jr. is going to be busy
later this week.

Miller, of Papa’s Pumpkin
Patch near Mt. Pleasant, has
a bumper crop of pumpkins to
pick, but he is going to give it a
few more days before he takes
to the fields and gets serious
about collecting the crop.

Miller, who operates the
fruit and vegetable business at
the corner of South Summer-
ton and East Broomfield roads,
irrigates his crops and said

this season brought a bounty
of pumpkins, tomatoes and
corn.

While Mother Nature didn’t
bring much rain until last
month, Miller irrigates his
crops and has the benefit of
bees on site to pollinate.

“If you had water, it’s going
to be a decent crop,” he said
Monday. “Pumpkins like their
heat, fertilizer and water.

“We took care of the fertilizer
and water. Mother Nature took
care of the heat.”

In addition to corn, pump-
kins and tomatoes, Miller
grows raspberries and black
raspberries, and “poured the
water” to all of the plants.

Then in mid-August, the rain
came, Miller said.

Since then, he hasn’t needed
to water much, and noted that
his tomato crop did well be-
cause the growing season was
too dry for a lot of disease to af-
fect the plants.

Once the rain came, the to-
matoes at Papa’s were picked

so disease would not hurt the
fruit, Miller said.

Miller grew about 15 acres of
pumpkins this year, if it wasn’t
for the bees that a local bee-
keeper keeps on site, he would
have had to plant about 22 to
get the same results.

“We will have lots of pump-
kins,” he said. “We have beauti-
ful pumpkins coming on.”

Because the plants sense the
shorter days, they know it’s
time to ripen, Miller said.

“They’re all about continuing
the species,” he said.

In addition to pumpkins
grown in a back field at Pa-
pa’s, Miller grew another patch
closer to the business for you-
pick, and grows mini-pump-
kins, including some that have
interesting colors and stripes
this season.

ISABELLACOUNTY

RIPE PUMPKINS ARE
PLENTIFUL AT PAPA’S

BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

Walking through the Isabella
County Jail is a bit like winding
through a maze.

Traveling in older, green-
f loored hallways, dormitory-
style cells accommodate many in-

mates, while a few smaller cells
are used for maximum security.

One secure door leads to a
newer section of the jail, blend-
ing well with the old except for
walls made with brick instead of
concrete block.

Dormitory cells for women are
blocked from the view of the same
for men with laminated screens
covering glass windows because
there must be barriers between
the two.

Those and other issues at the
jail were outlined in a recent pre-

liminary report given to Isabella
County commissioners on a fea-
sibility study that is expected to
be finalized and released to the
board later this month.

While commissioners have no
plans to act on recommendations
listed for the jail, county build-
ing and trial court, it’s a starting
point to look toward the future.

While the jail is not typically at
capacity, there are issues with the
design that create challenges for
corrections officers, and the jail is

ISABELLACOUNTY

Jail issues highlighted in prelim report
Dormitory-
style cells at
the Isabella
County Jail
make it
difficult for
corrections
staff to
classify and
separate
inmates.
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Miller grew about 15 acres of pumpkins
this year, if it wasn’t for the bees that a
local beekeeper keeps on site, hewould
have had to plant about 22 to get the
same results.

Local facility lacking
in key areas, design
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lier and last longer - with
the ongoing nutrient load.”

As the vegetation gathers
on the sediment, it reduces
the depth and the river be-
comes more shallow and
narrow.

The river then warms up
faster and the new growth
begins with even more algae
and lily pads.

Jane Keon, a resident
along the river in Alma,
noted the ever-increasing
problem as it was last year.

“Our property values are
plunging since some of us
have much less water front-
age. The spring flooding of
our properties has increased
dramatically,” she said.

“Docks are no longer
reaching open water. No ca-
noeing or kayaking is possi-
ble because the water is too
shallow and the outlets to
the river have closed.”

Eventually, Borrello said,
if nothing is done, the river
will likely become a nar-
row stream surrounded by
swamp and the Pine will
bear no resemblance to the
river it once was.

Additional flooding is a
definite possibility.

In St. Louis it’s just as
bad if not worse. And nei-

ther Alma City Manager
Phil Moore or St. Louis City
Manager Kurt Giles is a bit
pleased.

“We get a lot of com-
plaints,” Moore said, add-
ing that the Pine is a major
concern.

But there is little the cit-
ies can do. The river can be
dredged at critical spots but
it would likely cost millions
of dollars.

“There is no funding
mechanism for that,” Moore
said.

And, even if the dredging
were completed, it would
only be a temporary solu-
tion.

If, as expected, the river’s
drastic change in the last 10
years is due to agricultural
run offs from the area’s big
farms, the problem would
only repeat.

Even some other clean
up method - and the De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Quality would have to
approve every step - would
only be temporary, Giles
said.

The cities have no author-
ity over what goes on in the
farms and townships. But
the state and the federal gov-
ernment do.

And as it is, even if lo-
cal farmers obey every law
and regulation now on the
books - and many do - it isn’t
enough, Borrello said.

The laws and regulations
need to change or Michi-
gan’s waterways will simply
get worse.

New laws will very likely
mean more time, effort - and
money, Moore said.

With new procedures,
food costs will go up and it
becomes a battle between
a clean environment and
cheaper food.

“But the state is turning
a blind eye,” Moore said.
“Some (state employees) rec-
ognize it but they keep quiet.

“You can’t solve a prob-
lem unless you admit there
is one,” he added. “They’re
looking at short term only.
In the long term, a clean
environment; short term- a
meal.”

However, the Farm Bu-
reau, in conjunction with
the Department of Agricul-
ture, the Department of En-
vironmental Quality, and

the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency has begun
a new program called the
Michigan Agricultural En-
vironmental Assurance Pro-
gram (MAEAP.)

That’s a program farm-
ers may volunteer to join
and several farmers in Gra-
tiot County have.

It includes site assess-
ments, outlines risks to the
water, and carefully designs
individual programs to ad-
dress the risks - all part of
a plan to help protect the
environment, according to
Laura Campbell, a MAEAP
coordinator for Gratiot.

Some plans can be expen-
sive for the farmers and may
take years to complete.

The state hopes to have
6,000 farmers signed up by
the year 2020, she said ear-
lier this year.

Meanwhile though, the
Pine River continues to de-

teriorate.
“This is a bigger issue

state wide and it’s happen-
ing in a lot of communities,”
Moore said. “And I can’t un-

derstand why more isn’t be-
ing done,” he said.

Despite requests for in-
terviews, there has been no
response from the DEQ.

River
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lacking in maximum secu-
rity cells and cells designed
for those with mental ill-
nesses, Sheriff Michael
Main said.

In addition to issues at
the jail, the sheriff’s depart-
ment side of the building
in downtown Mt. Pleasant
has no more room for ex-
pansion.

With a capacity of 196,
the jail on average houses
between 160 and 170 in-
mates, Main said.

During busy times, there
could be 175 to 180 inmates
housed in the jail, Main said.

Although the jail is not
overcrowded now, as the
population grows, that
could be an issue in the fu-
ture, Main said.

In the meantime, Main
said, dorm-style cells hol-
ing five to seven inmates
creates problems in clas-
sifying and separating in-
mates.

Screens covering win-
dows to keep women and
men from seeing each
other also makes it diffi-
cult for corrections offi-
cers making rounds be-
cause they have to open
the doors in the cells with
screens to check on in-
mates, Main said.

In addition to the dorm-
style cells, there are two
maximum security cells,
and minimum and me-
dium security.

Today’s thinking in law
enforcement is to have sin-
gle cells, Main said.

The original jail down-
town was built in 1959 and
additions were constructed
in 1989, 1992 and 1999, Mai
said.

The jail breaks down to
93 percent dorm cells, with
the remaining 7 percent be-
ing maximum security and

temporary holding cells,
the sheriff said.

There are also limita-
tions in the sheriff’s de-
partment, with one em-
ployee currently using the
copy room as an office.

Even though the sher-
iff’s department side of the
building has also had expan-
sions in the past, that is no
longer possible, Main said.

“Four road sergeants
work out of tiny offices
in the squad room,” Main
said. “They’re packed in
like sardines”

While Main said the jail
study was under way be-
fore he became sheriff, he
knows that the sheriff’s de-
partment has outgrown its
ability to run smoothly.

County commissioners
are expected to discuss the
study again once the final
report is received.

Jail
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compartments on the bot-
tom used to store luggage
and sports equipment.

Senior bus drivers Laurie
Arthur, Kathy Schafer and
Peter Lindsay were picked
to drive the new buses.

The three were “next in
line,” according to Keeney.

The three school buses
all have different names
and pictures of different
animals on the side, for
younger students to iden-
tify them.

Arthur will drive the
“fish” bus and drive route
5, which takes students to
the high school, West In-
termediate and Pullen El-
ementary.

Lindsay will drive the
“Squirrel” bus and take
route 8, which takes stu-
dents to the high school,
West Intermediate and
Fancher Elementary. Schae-
fer will drive the “Swan”
bus and will drive route 12.

Route 10 takes students
to West Intermediate, Vow-
els and Fancher Elementary.

The buses were pur-
chased from Capital City
Bus Sales in Lansing.

Each bus is expected to
reach 250,000 miles and
comes with a warranty of
three years or 50,000 miles.

Once the new buses pass
their final inspection, four
of the older buses will be
retired.

Buses purchased in 2000,

2001 and 2002 have been
deteriorating for quite some
time and have serious rust-
ing on the bodies, accord-
ing to Keeney.

Darren Palmer, a me-
chanics intern at the
MPPSDT, has been inspect-
ing the new buses and said
they are good to go.

“The old buses were good
ones, but they were falling
apart,” Palmer said. “I think
the kids will like the new
ones.”

Buses
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One of the new buses delivered to Mt. Pleasant last week.

Today’s thinking in law
enforcement is to have single cells,
(SheriffMichael)Main said.

ByDavid Sharp
Of The Associated Press

PORTLAND, MAINE >> No
law enforcement statistics
even come close to back-
ing up Republican Gov.
Paul LePage’s assertion
that blacks and Hispanics
account for “90-plus per-
cent” of heroin-trafficking
arrests in Maine.

LePage, who previously
told the Portland NAACP
chapter to “kiss my butt”
and blamed out-of-state
drug dealers for impreg-
nating “young white” girls,
sparked another racial up-
roar when he said Aug. 24
that data he’d collected in-
dicates out-of-state black
and Hispanics accounted
for “90-plus percent” of
heroin-trafficking arrests
in Maine.

FBI data contradict his
assertion, and a criminol-
ogist called the governor’s
data “laughable.” Mean-
while, members of the Af-
rican-American commu-
nity in Maine, the whitest
state, fear his comments
strengthen racial stereo-
types and tacitly approve
of racial profiling.

“I think this fear-mon-
gering, and these us-
against-them kind of state-
ments, do not advance the
community conversation,
do not address the real is-
sue of drug abuse,” said the
Rev. Kenneth I. Lewis Jr.,
pastor at the Green Memo-
rial A.M.E. Church, Maine’s
oldest African-American
congregation, in Portland.

The Maine Department
of Public Safety doesn’t in-
clude race when compiling

and analyzing crime data.
And the most recent crime
data from the FBI sug-
gest the governor’s claim
doesn’t pass muster.

The FBI data show that
blacks accounted for 14
percent of a total of 1,211
drug sale and manufac-
turing arrests and 7.4 per-
cent of 5,791 total drug ar-
rests in Maine in 2014,
the most recent numbers
available.

Broken down by type of
offense, the data showed
that blacks accounted for
35.5 percent of arrests
for selling opium-derived
drugs including heroin,

morphine and cocaine, and
26 percent when synthetic
narcotics including most
prescription narcotics were
included in the tally. The
FBI doesn’t include a cat-
egory for Hispanics in its
statistics.

Far from “90-plus per-
cent,” the FBI figures
could reflect even higher
numbers of black offend-
ers than reality because of
small sample size, racial
profiling and other factors,
said Jack McDevitt, direc-
tor of Northeastern Univer-
sity’s Institute on Race and
Justice in Boston.

At a town meeting, LeP-

age made these comments:
“Let me tell you this, ex-

plain to you, I made the
comment that black peo-
ple are trafficking in our
state. Now, ever since I
said that comment, I’ve
been collecting every sin-
gle drug dealer who has
been arrested in our state.
I don’t ask them to come
to Maine and sell their poi-
son, but they come, and I
will tell you that 90-plus
percent of those pictures in
my book, and it’s a three-
ringed binder, are black
and Hispanic people from
Waterbury, Connecticut,
the Bronx and Brooklyn.”

PORTLAND

Stats on drug trafficking, race
don’t back up Maine governor

By Josh Lederman and
KathleenHennessey
Of The Associated Press

VIENTIANE, LAOS >> Presi-
dent Barack Obama threat-
ened Monday to call off a
planned meeting with
new Philippine President
Rodrigo Duterte, seeking
distance from a U.S. ally’s
leader during a diplomatic
tour that’s put Obama in
close quarters with a cast
of contentious world fig-
ures.

It ’s unusual for one
president to tell another
what to say or not say,
and much rarer to call the
other a “son of a bitch.”
Duterte managed to do
both just before flying to
Laos for a regional sum-
mit with Obama, who
Duterte warned not to
challenge him over ex-

trajudicial killings in the
Philippines.

“Clearly, he’s a colorful
guy,” Obama said. “What
I’ve instructed my team to
do is talk to their Philip-
pine counterparts to find
out is this in fact a time
where we can have some
constructive, productive
conversations.”

Duterte, who had been
scheduled to meet Obama
today on the summit’s side-
lines, has been under in-
tense global scrutiny over
the more than 2,000 sus-
pected drug dealers and
users killed since he took
office. Obama has said
he planned to raise the
issue in his first meet-
ing with Duterte, but the
Philippine leader insisted
he was only listening
to his own country’s peo-
ple.

Obama threatens
to cancel meeting
with Philippines

ALEXEI DRUZHININ, SPUTNIK, KREMLIN POOL PHOTO VIA AP

Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, shakes hands with
U.S. President Barack Obama in Hangzhou in eastern
China’s Zhejiang province on Monday.

LAOS

ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO

In this file photo, Gov. Paul LePage speaks at a news conference at the State House in
Augusta, Maine. Lepage said he intends to seek “spiritual guidance” in hopes of quieting
a controversy he created when he left an obscene message on a Democratic lawmaker’s
voicemail and then said he wished he could challenge him to a duel and point a gun at
him. LePage said he doesn’t intend to talk to the media anymore, a claim he has made
before.
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