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By LindaGittleman
Special to the Sun

From a slate of five candidates,
Gratiot County Commissioners
have chosen a former U.S. federal
court clerk from Grand Rapids as
their new administrator.

Contract negotiations with
Tracey Cordes will begin soon,
said Commission Chair George
Bailey.

It’s possible that the board
could officially approve the con-
tract at their Oct. 18 meeting, he
added.

Cordes appears to be ex-
tremely qualified.

A graduate of Michigan State
University, she has her law de-
gree from Northwestern School
of Law of Lewis and Clark Col-
lege.

She’s held a variety of jobs in-
cluding county counselor in Or-
egon, along with trial court ad-
ministrator and deputy county
administrator, before ending up
as Clerk of Court/ Court Unit
Executive, U. S. District Court,
Western District of Michigan.

REGION

Gratiot selects
new county
administrator

BySusanField
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

A Mt. Pleasant man charged
with child abuse is set to be sen-
tenced later this month after en-
tering a plea.

Donald Ray Bebee II, 30,
pleaded guilty last month to two
counts of second-
degree child abuse,
according to court
records.

He was also
placed on habitual
offender notice, ac-
cording to court re-
cords.

He is scheduled
to be sentenced
Oct. 14 at 9:30 a.m. in Isabella
County Chief Judge Paul Cham-
berlain’s Mt. Pleasant courtroom.

Bebee was originally charged
with one count of first-degree
child abuse and one count of sec-

MT. PLEASANT

Man to be
sentenced
for child
abuse

ByLisaYanick-Jonaitis
ljonaitis@michigannewspapers.com
@lisayj_msun on Twitter

A child victim in a criminal sex-
ual conduct charge filed last week
against his former foster parent
first told adults about inappropri-
ate contact by the man in 2013.

That child, who along with
some of his siblings was placed
by the Department of Human Ser-
vices in David Coyle’s foster home

in Breckenridge while his mother
was incarcerated told his mother
during a visitation that Coyle
came to the child’s bed while he
was sleeping.

The mother, who is unnamed
by the Morning Sun to protect
the victim’s identity, said her
son confided in her in 2013 that
Coyle came into his room late one
night, pulled his pants down and
touched his genitalia.

Pretending to be asleep, the

boy was sure his foster father
took photos of him with his pants
down, the mother said.

“He said, ‘mom, there were
flashes, like from a camera,” the
woman said Wednesday.

Patrick Myers, a children’s ser-
vices specialist with DHS at the
time and the family’s case worker
was notified then of the allega-
tion by the mother and state po-
lice conducted an investigation at
Coyle’s home, confirmed Detective

Sgt. Christopher Frayre.
A trooper interviewed the child

and the Coyles and also conducted
a brief investigation, however no
evidence of the alleged contact
was discovered, Frayre said.

Now, new allegations have sur-
faced and last week, Coyle was
charged in Gratiot County Dis-
trict Court with one count of first
degree criminal sexual conduct
in an incident involving the same
child.

“I asked the case worker (in
2013) what happened with it and
he told me there was nothing and

accused me of making it up to get
my kids back,” said the mother,
whose parental rights were ter-
minated earlier this year. “Then
I find out that same man is now
charged with hurting him? I just
wanted them to be safe.”

It wasn’t until this year, when
the child and his siblings were ad-
opted by a family outside Gratiot
County and moved from the Coyle
home that allegations of another
assault —this one between 2014
and Jan. 29, 2016— were brought
to light.

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Manaccusedof sex abusepreviously investigated

JOE RAEDLE — POOL VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS

Republican vice-presidential nominee Gov. Mike Pence (left) and Democratic vice-presidential nominee Sen. Tim Kaine shake hands after
the vice-presidential debate at Longwood University in Farmville, Va., Tuesday.

ByCalvinWoodward and
JoshBoak
Of The Associated Press

WASHINGTON>> Not all the claims
in the vice presidential debate
stand up to scrutiny. A look at
some of them and how they com-
pare with the facts:

DEMOCRAT TIM KAINE:
While secretary of state, Hillary
Clinton “worked a tough nego-
tiation with nations around the
world to eliminate the Iranian nu-
clear weapons program without
firing a shot.”

REPUBLICAN MIKE PENCE:
“Eliminate the Iranian nuclear
weapons program?”

KAINE: “Absolutely, without
firing a shot.”

THE FACTS: Kaine both over-
states what the Iran deal does and
gives too much credit to Clinton.

The deal pulls Iran back from
atomic weapons capability in ex-
change for the end of various
sanctions, but it does so only for
a limited time. The deal’s most se-
rious nuclear restrictions begin to
sunset in about a decade, mean-
ing the threat of a nuclear-armed

Iran could re-emerge.
And while Clinton helped set

the stage for the deal by pushing
for increased sanctions on Iran
and arranging preliminary talks,
the deal itself was negotiated by
her successor, Secretary of State
John Kerry.

KAINE: “Donald Trump
started this campaign in 2014 and
he said, ‘If I run for president, I
will absolutely release my taxes.’
... He’s broken his first promise.”

PENCE: He hasn’t broken his
promise. ...Look, Donald Trump
has filed over 100 pages of finan-
cial disclosure, which is what the
law requires. Senator, he’s going
to release his tax returns when
the audit is over...”

THE FACTS: In a 2014 inter-
view with an Irish television sta-
tion, Trump said, “If I decide to
run for office, I will release my
tax returns. Absolutely. I would
love to do that.” Trump’s promise
may not be broken yet, but time
is running out for him to do what
all modern-day presidential can-
didates have done as a gesture
of transparency: release their
taxes. Democrat Hillary Clinton

and both candidates for vice pres-
ident have done so.

Trump has repeatedly said he
won’t release his because he says
they’re under audit by the Inter-
nal Revenue Service and his attor-
neys have advised against it. Tax
experts and IRS Commissioner
John Koskinen have said such
audits don’t bar taxpayers from
releasing their returns. President
Richard Nixon released his taxes
in the middle of an audit.

Pence suggests that legally re-
quired financial disclosure filings
accomplish much the same thing,
but those forms do not reveal as
much detailed financial informa-
tion as tax returns, including how
much tax was paid and how much
was donated to charity.

REPUBLICAN MIKE PENCE:
“The fact that under this past ad-
ministration, we’ve almost dou-
bled the national debt is atro-
cious. ... Hillary Clinton and Tim
Kaine want more of the same.”

THE FACTS: As a share of the
total U.S. economy, the national
debt has gone up 35 percent — not
a doubling.

Still, the debt has ballooned

to $19.6 trillion. This largely re-
flected efforts by the Obama ad-
ministration to stop the Great Re-
cession.

Would Clinton similarly in-
crease the debt? Not according
to an analysis by the independent
Committee for a Responsible Fed-
eral Budget.

The Clinton plan with its tax
increases would increase the
gross debt — both privately and
publicly held— by $450 billion
over 10 years. Mind you, that is
on top of an $8.8 trillion increase
already projected by the govern-
ment under current law.

As for Donald Trump, the com-
mittee says his tax-cut-heavy plan
would increase the gross debt by
$4.3 trillion —nearly 10 times
more than Clinton’s plan would
do.

DEMOCRAT TIM KAINE on
immigration: “Our plan is like
Ronald Reagan in 1986.”

THE FACTS: There are sim-
ilarities for sure but Clinton’s
proposal would have far broader
impact. The estimated popula-
tion of immigrants living in the
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A Tribute to Life.

BURHANS, RICHARD LEE
Age 62; of Elwell; 
passed away Tuesday, 
October 4, 2016. He 
was born October 3, 
1954 in Clare, Michigan 
and was the son of Lou
is and Janet (Sparks) 
Burhans. He was a de
voted husband, father 
and grandfather. Rick 
was a proud Veteran 
of the U.S. Army, and 
spent his training at 
Ft. Carson, CO, as tank 
gunner and also did a 
six month tour in Weis- 
baden, Germany. On 

November 11, 1972 he married Rebecca Jo Glad
ding. Together they had three sons: Adam, Warren 
and Ryan. Richard worked as a Mason and Truck 
Driver for many years. He enjoyed fishing, hunt
ing and attending local sporting events. Richard 
was an outstanding athlete, earning letters at four 
different schools. He excelled at wrestling, bas
ketball, softball, track and cross country. He was 
an excellent carpenter and made many beautiful 
items. Richard was proud of his family, especially 
his grandchildren. He enjoyed spending time with 
friends. He had a contagious laugh, great sense of 
humor and lots of wise cracks. Richard had an out
going personality and never met a stranger. Rich
ard is survived by his wife, Rebecca, of 43 years; 
three sons, Adam (Molly) Burhans, of Clare, Warren 
(Lisa) Burhans of Shepherd and Ryan Burhans of 
Clare; grandchildren Jalyn, Jace, Allison and Em
ily Burhans; two brothers: Tony Burhans and Car
ey Burhans; two sisters in law: Melissa Gladding 
and Pam (Rod) Ewalt; father-in-law Max Gladding; 
nieces: Samantha Sniegowski, Stephanie Darling, 
Sarah Moffett and many more. He was preceded in 
death by his parents: Louis and Janet Burhans, 
and brother Dale (Pat) Burhans. Cremation has 
already taken place and there will be a memorial 
Service held on Monday, October 10, 2016 at 11 
a.m. at Seville Community Church of God in Elwell, 
with Pastor George Showers Officiating. Visitation 
will be held at Seville on Sunday, October 9, 2016 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Arrangements have been entrusted 
to the Berry Funeral Home of Shepherd.

BURNS, PATRICIA ANN
Age 75, of Remus passed away Sunday, October 
2nd 2016. Services will be held on Sunday, Oct. 
9th at 3 p.m. at Janowicz Family Funeral Home

in Remus, with Pastor J.D. Saunders officiating. 
The family will greet friends prior to the service 

from 1 to 3 p.m. Friends may share a memory with 
the family at the funeral home or online at 

ianowiczfh.com

MCCAUL, WYLLOWDEAN ‘FAY’ (SEELEY)
April 10, 1937-Octo- 
ber 5, 2016 Fay Mc- 
Caul, 79, of Shepherd, 
passed away Wednes
day, October 5, 2016, 
at home with her family 
at her side. Fay’s fu
neral will be celebrated 
at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 8, at Coe Church 
of Christ, 10152 E. Coe 
Rd., St. Louis with Phil 
Smith of Grand Rapids 
officiating. A luncheon 
will immediately follow 
at the church. Burial 
will be in Salt River 

Cemetery. The family will receive friends at Charles 
R. Lux Family Funeral Home on Friday from 4 to 8 
p.m. Visitation continues at the church on Satur
day one hour prior to the service. The family has 
requested no flowers, but those planning to make 
an expression of sympathy may wish to consider a 
gift to MidMichigan Hospice, Commission on Aging, 
or the wishes of the family. Envelopes are avail
able at the funeral home. Fay was born April 10, 
1937, in Midland County, daughter of the late Earl 
D. and Maude M. (Anthony) Seeley. She married 
Gerald Jerry’ McCaul on June 19, 1954, in Shep
herd. She and Jeriy enjoyed traveling and spent 
their winters in Florida. Some of Fay’s favorite 
pastimes were sewing, crocheting, going to garage 
sales with her sister-in-law Joyce, camping, and 
spending time with her family. She was a true ma
triarch. She will be dearly missed by all those who 
loved her. Fay is survived by her loving husband 
of 62 years, Jerry; four children, Ginny Maney, Neil 
(Carol) McCaul, and Patty (Phil) Lentz all of Shep
herd and Kevin (Jean) McCaul of Mt. Pleasant; 
12 grandchildren, Jeremy (Angelina) Maney, Dan 
(Abby Sellers) Maney, Mike Maney, Laurie (Derek) 
Maxon, Amy (Shayne) Bridget, Jim (Bailey) McCaul, 
Matt McCaul, Tracie (Samantha Turner) Lentz, 
Kelly (Vinnie) Ortiz, Erin McCaul, Melissa (Mike) 
Kidder, and Devin Malley; 25 great-grandchildren; 
siblings, Thelma Opdycke of Sturgis, Doris Lytle of 
White Pigeon, Willard (Joyce) Seeley of Shepherd, 
Pauline Smith of Mt. Pleasant, Barbara (Hurshel) 
Wilder of Sturgis, David (Lori) Seeley of Shepherd, 
and Earlene Artecki of Shepherd; and many nieces 
and nephews. She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Earl and Maude Seeley; step-mother, Mar
garet Seeley; brother, Clifford Seeley; and sister, 
Helen Kindig. To leave a condolence for the family 
or to sign the online guest book please visit 

www.charlesrlux.com

MILLS (SCHOOLER), VICKIE LYNN
Age 69: of Alma, Michigan; passed away Sunday, 
October 2, 2016, at the University of Michigan 
Hospital, Ann Arbor, Michigan. The family is be
ing served by Smith Family Funeral Homes, St.
Louis, Michigan.

MILLS, VICKIE LYNN (SCHOOLER)
age 69 of Alma, Michigan passed away Sunday, Oct. 2, 
2016, at University of Michigan Hospital, Ann Arbor, 
MI. The family is being served by Smith Family Funeral 
Homes, St. Louis, Michigan.
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Republican vice-presidential nominee Gov. Mike Pence 
(right) and Democratic vice-presidential nominee Sen. Tim 
Kaine shake hands after the vice-presidential debate at 
Longwood University in Farmville, Va., Tuesday.

Fact
FROM PAGE 1

United States illegally is now 
roughly 11 million. In 1986, 
the so-called Reagan am
nesty bill legalized the im
migration status of about 3 
million people.

There are also some nota
ble differences between the 
law signed by President Rea
gan and Clinton’s proposal. 
The Reagan law included a 
provision that made it illegal 
for businesses to hire work
ers who don’t have the legal 
right to work in the United 
States. Enforcement of that 
provision has never fully 
materialized. Clinton’s plan 
as laid out in her campaign 
website does not address 
workforce enforcement.

DEMOCRAT TIM KAINE, 
on fighting the Islamic State: 
“Donald Trump doesn’t have 
a plan.”

THE FACTS: Clinton also 
doesn’t have a plan that is 
materially different than 
what President Barack 
Obama is already doing.

She’s described a three- 
part strategy that involves 
crushing IS “on its home 
turf” in the Middle East, dis
rupting its infrastructure on 
the ground and online, and 
protecting America and its 
allies. All are current ele
ments of the Obama admin
istration’s strategy, so it’s not 
clear what would change or 
if she would accelerate any 
portions of it.

It’s also the case that 
Trump has not laid out a 
clear plan, though he claims 
to have a “secret” one that he 
won’t detail.

PENCE: “The Trump 
Foundation is a private fam
ily foundation. They give 
virtually every cent in the 
Trump Foundation to char
itable causes. Less than 10 
cents on the dollar in the 
Clinton Foundation has gone 
to charitable causes.”

THE FACTS: Rather than 
send money to other chari
ties, the Clinton Foundation 
tends to spend its money on 
its own charitable programs. 
Pence’s claim ignores these

internal initiatives, overlook
ing the Clinton Foundation’s 
work on African farming, 
climate change and AIDS 
treatment. Many non-profits 
spend the bulk of their chari
table money on their own ef
forts rather than on outside 
charitable groups.

As for Trump’s founda
tion, multiple questions have 
been raised about its name
sake’s generosity.

Money has been used to 
buy paintings of Trump and 
a signed football helmet 
that belonged to Tim Tebow. 
Money from the foundation 
has also helped settle legal 
cases against Trump’s for- 
profit businesses, accord
ing to The Washington Post. 
Trump even paid the IRS a 
$2,500 penalty this year af
ter it was uncovered that the 
foundation broke tax laws 
by giving a political contri
bution to Florida’s attorney 
general.

PENCE, calling Clinton 
the “architect of the Obama 
administration’s foreign pol
icy,” says the crisis in Syria 
was the result of a “failed 
and weak foreign policy 
that Hillary Clinton helped 
lead.”

THE FACTS: Clinton, 
as secretary of state, actu
ally pushed for increased 
U.S. intervention after Syr
ian President Bashar Assad 
used chemical weapons 
against rebels. But Obama 
is the commander in chief 
and nothing has swayed him 
thus far. Whatever her fail

ings might be on foreign pol
icy, it’s a stretch to accuse her 
of helping to lead a weak pol
icy on Syria.

PENCE: “Hillary Clinton 
had a private server in her 
home that had classified in
formation on it about drone 
strikes. Emails from the pres
ident of the United States of 
America were on there, her 
private server was subject to 
being hacked by foreign ...”

KAINE: “A Republican 
FBI director did an investi
gation and concluded... there 
was no reasonable prosecu
tor who would take it fur
ther.”

THE FACTS: Both are 
right, but they left out key 
details. Of 30,000 emails ex
amined from Clinton’s pri
vate server, more than 2,000 
did contain some classified 
information. But nearly all 
were designated classified 
long after they were either 
sent or received by Clinton. 
FBI Director James Comey 
also said the FBI found that 
Clinton’s server was vulner
able to hacking by foreign 
powers but found no evi
dence that her system was 
breached.

Comey indeed concluded 
that no reasonable prose
cutor would have recom
mended that Clinton or oth
ers face prosecution in the 
email probe. As for his be
ing a “Republican FBI di
rector,” he was a Republican 
for most of his adult life, but 
says he’s no longer registered 
with the party.

Abuse
FROM PAGE 1

Now, state police are in
terviewing every child they 
can find who was fostered at 
the Coyle home over many 
years, expecting to accu
mulate at least a dozen in
terviews before the investi
gation is complete, Frayre 
said.

Both Frayre and Gratiot

County Prosecutor Keith 
Kushion have said they an
ticipate more charges of a 
similar nature against Coyle 
once police close the inves
tigation.

Coyle has been licensed 
as a foster home since 2007 
and the state has placed 23 
children in his home over 
those years, said Bob Whea
ton, a communications 
manager and public infor
mation officer with the De
partment of Health and Hu-

man Services.
“Protecting the safety and 

well-being of children is a 
top priority of the Michigan 
Department of Health and 
Human Services,” Whea
ton said. “We thoroughly 
investigate child abuse/ne
glect complaints that meet 
the criteria in the Child Pro
tection Law and take appro
priate action if we find evi
dence of abuse or neglect.”

If there is evidence that 
a foster parent abused or

neglected a child, DHHS 
would also conduct a licens
ing investigation, Wheaton 
said.

Coyle, 58 is charged cur
rently with one count of first 
degree criminal sexual con
duct with a person under 
the age of 13; if convicted 
he faces a mandatory min
imum sentence of 25 years 
and up to life in prison.

Coyle is scheduled for a 
preliminary hearing Oct. 14 
at 2:30 p.m.

Gratiot
FROM PAGE 1

She held that position 
from 2009 until 2015, 
with a salary of more than 
$160,000 a year.

Gratiot however, is offer
ing a salary of $80,000 to 
$85,000 a year.

In her letter to the board, 
Cordes outlined why she is 
willing to accept a signifi
cantly lower salary.

“At this stage of my ca
reer, however, I am look
ing for challenges without 
regard to the climb,” she 
wrote.

“I have reviewed my ca
reer and identified that 
which I found most satis

fying. This reflection points 
me directly at service in 
my community, much like 
the work I did for Coos 
County Oregon, in local 
trial courts, and in my vol
unteer work.

“I do not require, nor ex
pect, a six figure salary in 
order to serve,” she wrote.

Bailey said the county’s 
staff liked her.

“She’s a team player,” he 
said.”She’ll be a leader or 
manager.”

Indeed, some of the 
highlights mentioned in 
her resume were her collab
orative leadership and in
clusive management styles.

According to Bailey, the 
interview last month at the 
county courthouse was her 
first trip to Gratiot County.

Sentenced
FROM PAGE 1

ond-degree child abuse after 
his arrest in April.

Bebee was accused of 
abusing his young son, who 
was suffering seizures, in 
late April.

Mt. Pleasant Police offi
cers and paramedics from 
Mobile Medical Response 
were called to a home on 
Lyons Street April 25 and 
found Bebee holding his 
2-year-old son in a towel, 
according to court records.

The boy was taken to the

emergency room at McLaren 
Central Michigan, where the 
physician on duty diagnosed 
him with Shaken Baby Syn
drome and noted bruises 
both fresh and in varying 
stages of healing; swelling; 
redness; and lacerations all 
over his body, according to 
court records.

The boy was later flown to 
DeVos Children’s Hospital in 
Grand Rapids for treatment 
of what police said was life- 
threatening injuries, accord
ing to court records.

At the time police ar
rived at the home, the boy’s 
mother was not there.

An X-ray taken at MCM

showed brain hemorrhag
ing and the doctor noted bi
lateral retinal hemorrhages, 
both of which are symptoms 
of Shaken Baby Syndrome, 
according to court docu
ments.

Mt. Pleasant Police Officer 
Michael Covarrubias, who 
responded to the emergency 
call, observed various signs 
of trauma on the child in
cluding multiple bruises on 
his lower back and buttocks, 
a two-inch bruise on the left 
side of his skull, a four-inch 
bruise across his entire body 
at his waist, a three-inch 
bruise on his right thigh, a 
1.5-inch laceration scar on 
the top of his head and mul
tiple bruises on his chin in 
various stages of healing, ac
cording to court documents.

Additionally, Covarrubias 
noted the child’s lips were 
dry, chapped and bleeding, 
he had multiple abrasions 
and redness on his nose, his 
right ankle was swollen and 
bruised and that the boy’s 
anus was red and blistered.

Department of Human 
Services officer Jessica 
Cieslak, who was assigned 
to the case, told Covarru
bias that a doctor at Devos 
said the child had been sex
ually abused, according to 
court records.

Upon questioning, Be
bee told Covarrubias he

didn’t know how some of 
the bruises occurred, but 
that the 2-year-old, “plays 
hard with his 5-year-old 
brother,” according to court 
documents.

He said the child’s ankle 
injury may have come from 
play; Bebee told police he 
sometimes swings his son by 
the ankle and that the child 
bruises easily.

Bebee also told police that 
bruising on his back may 
have come from the toilet 
seat, while redness and blis
tering around his anus was 
from a diaper rash, accord
ing to court records.

Initially Bebee didn’t 
know how the scar on the 
child’s head came to be, but 
then remembered an injury 
from a month before, but 
couldn’t remember the de
tails, according to court doc
uments.

Bebee has three prior 
state convictions, according 
to the Michigan Department 
of Corrections.

He was convicted of sec
ond-degree home invasion 
in Isabella County in 2007 
and was sentenced to two 
to 15 years, according to 
MDOC records.

He was also on proba
tion for maintaining a drug 
house and another second- 
degree home invasion con
viction.
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