
Morning Sun - 09/07/2016 Page : A01

Copyright (c)2016 The Morning Sun, a 21st Century Media Property & part of Digital First Media MI -- All rights reserved. Please review new arbitration language here. Edition 09/07/2016
October 3, 2016 4:19 pm (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Today’sweb bonus >>Stay up-to-date on the latest news and photos: TheMorningSun.com

COLLEGESPORTS

15 reasons
to care
about CMU
football
Sports >>B1

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Open house
set for Alma
College dual
business
News>>A3

NATION

Congress
returns for
shortened
season
News>>A6

Obituaries .......A2 Lottery ............A3 Opinion ............A4 Business .........A5 Sports.............. B1 Puzzle..............B4 Classifieds ......B5 Index ............... ##INDEX

BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

A longtime health department
medical director and family phy-
sician died Saturday at age 66.

A memorial service for physi-
cian Robert Gra-
ham Jr. will be
held today at 11
a.m. at Smith Fam-
ily Funeral Homes,
1113 E. Center St.
in Ithaca.

Visitation will
be held today at
the funeral home
from 10 a.m. until
the memorial service.

Graham, who retired last year
as medical director of the Central
Michigan District Health Depart-
ment, also served as medical di-
rector of the Mid Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department and Dis-
trict 10 Health Department.

A graduate of Central Michigan
University and Kirksville College
of Osteopathic Medicine, Graham
moved with wife Mary to Ithaca,
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By Lisa Yanick-Jonaitis
ljonaitis@michigannewspapers.com
@lisayj_msun on Twitter

A 31-year-old St. Louis woman
told a Gratiot County judge she
was a manager at the St. Louis
Subway restaurant when she
skimmed money off the top of
bank deposits Tuesday before
entering a guilty plea to an at-
tempted embezzlement charge.

In exchange for Amanda Mc-
Gee’s guilty plea to the 2.5 year
felony, prosecutors dropped an
actual embezzlement charge of
between $1,000 and $20,000 by
an agent or trustee, a five-year
felony.

McGee also agreed to pay
$2,881 in restitution to the St.
Louis Subway as part of the plea
deal, said Gratiot County Prose-
cutor Keith Kushion.

During her plea hearing Tues-
day, McGee told the court she was
a manager at Subway when she
pocketed some money from bank
deposits, Kushion said.

“(McGee) admitted that in lieu
of depositing all the funds, she
skimmed some of the proceeds,”

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Former Subway
manager admits
to stealing from
her employer
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Longtime Mt. Pleasant teacher and coach Rick Krueger, who died unexpectedly Monday, chats with Mac LaBelle in 2014.

By Lisa Yanick-Jonaitis
ljonaitis@michigannewspapers.com
@lisayj_msun on Twitter

In classrooms and on athletic
fields, Rick Krueger worked tire-
lessly to see his Mt. Pleasant stu-
dents succeed.

Many of those students,
along with their teachers, were
shocked on the first day of
school Tuesday to learn that the
popular teacher and coach had
died the day before.

Krueger, a seventh grade
math teacher at West Interme-
diate and the varsity boy’s cross
country coach was found dead
in his home Monday afternoon
after police were called to check
on his wellbeing, said Mt. Pleas-
ant Police Public Information
Officer Jeff Browne.

An investigation is ongoing
but no foul play is suspected in
Krueger’s death, Browne said.

Counselors were available at
West and at Mt. Pleasant High
School Tuesday for both stu-
dents and staff members and
are scheduled again today as
part of a crisis team response.

Parents were notified about
grief resources for students af-
fected by both Krueger’s death
and the recent death of soph-
omore Julia Griffin by phone

message and email Tuesday af-
ternoon.

“Both deaths are sure to raise
many emotions, concerns, and
questions for our entire school,
especially our students,” the
message read. “Mt. Pleasant
High School has a Crisis Inter-
vention Team made up of pro-
fessionals trained to help with
the needs of students, parents,
and school personnel at difficult
times such as this. We will have
counselors available for any stu-
dent who may need or want help
or any type of assistance sur-
rounding any loss.”

The district also encour-
aged those seeking resources
to utilize materials on mtpleas-
antschools.net to help with
grief.

Dana Calkin, principal at
West said those her building
were in shock but coping Tues-
day as Krueger’s students and
peers learned of his death.

“(Krueger) wanted all kids
to be successful,” Calkins said.
“He was eager to help and ob-
viously cared tremendously for
his work.”

His dedication was evident
in the classroom and beyond,
Calkins said.

“He worked hard to make
math fun for the students,” she

said. “He also would help where
ever he was needed.”

Krueger, who also coached
boys basketball and track at the
intermediate school was private
about his personal life, Calkins
said, but passionate and open
about creating student success
stories.

“When he talked about his
teams and the kids, he would
beam,” she said. “He enjoyed
kids’ success. Not only academ-
ically but in all endeavors.”

A long-time varsity cross
country coach for the district,
Krueger inspired student ath-
letes to work their hardest.

Mac Labelle, who is a senior
at MPHS and currently the fast-
est cross country runner in the
school’s history, wrote about
Krueger in a public Facebook
post Monday evening as news
of his death spread among Mt.
Pleasant students.

“Fly high Coach Krueger. You
have been a big part of my life
and seen me develop as a run-
ner. You’ve seen me do so much
and achieve so much,” wrote
Labelle. “I can’t believe you are
going to be gone...you did good
job coaching me to be the fast-
est runner ever in Mount Pleas-
ant and could of not done it with
out you. I’m gonna keep run-

ning Coach and achieve more. I
wanna keep making you proud!”

Mt. Pleasant School Board
member Brandon McQueen re-
membered Krueger as a selfless
friend who was extremely proud
of his students and in particular
student athletes.

Krueger would often invite
friends over for dinner and
would be so focused on being a
good host he would forget to eat,
McQueen said.

“He wouldn’t let anyone help
cook and almost always miss
out on the food making sure ev-
eryone else was having a good
time,” McQueen remembered.
“He was a great guy who would
do anything he could to help
anybody.”

As a coach Krueger expected
much from his athletes and was
very proud of their triumphs,
McQueen said; that includes
McQueen’s 15-year-old brother
Demetri Griffin who dedicated
his middle school high jump re-
cord to Krueger.

“He was extremely proud of
his athletes and held them to
high standards, including my
little brother,” McQueen said.

Morning Sun Sports Editor
Jim Lahde contributed to this
report.

MT. PLEASANT

SCHOOLMOURNS DEATH
OF TEACHER, COACH

BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

A Clare County man accused
of murdering his girlfriend’s fa-
ther remains jailed and awaits the
remainder of a hearing to deter-
mine if he should stand trial.

James Bryan Kuhns, 35, is
scheduled to be in 80th District
Judge Joshua Farrell’s Harrison

courtroom at 9 a.m. Oct. 7 for the
hearing.

Kuhns is charged with one
open count of murder in the death
of Leonard “Lenny” Hempel of the
Farwell area, while his girlfriend,
Angela Marie Hempel, 31, was re-
cently sentenced for covering up
the crime.

Clare County Circuit Judge
Thomas Evans last week sen-
tenced Angela Hempel to one year

in jail with 47 days’ credit for time
served and five years of probation.

Evans also ordered her to pay
various fines, court costs and
court-appointed attorney fees.

Angela Hempel pleaded guilty
to lying to a peace officer in a vio-
lent crimes investigation, conceal-
ing a death and accessory after
the fact to a felony.

Clare County Prosecutor Mi-
chelle Ambrozaitis said there

was no evidence to indicate that
Angela Hempel participated in
the death of her father, who was
found buried in his backyard May
1, a week after he was reported

missing.
Friends looking for the elder

Hempel discovered recently dis-
turbed dirt in the yard at the
home at 11801 South Road in Sur-
rey Township just north of the Is-
abella County line that he shared
with Angela and her children.

Leonard Hempel’s nephew,
friends and missing persons ad-
vocate Jody Newman of Clare
County were searching the prop-
erty when they found a freshly-
tilled area in a garden where soil
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ByMike Silverthorn
Alma College Public Relations

An open house for the
renovated Alma College
Bookstore and Starbucks
on the corner of Superior
Street and Wright Avenue
in Alma will take place
from 2 to 6 p.m. Monday,
Sept. 19 with store promo-
tions, discounts, pastry
samples and raffles.

A brief presentation will
take place at 5:30 p.m. All
are welcome.

The Alma College Book-
store has been on this lo-
cation since 2011, but Star-
bucks, which opened Aug.
15, is a new addition this
fall. The coffee shop offers
the typical Starbucks menu
options with in-store wi-fi
and expanded seating that
accommodates personal
laptop and computer con-
nections.

“The launch of Starbucks
with our bookstore contin-
ues our commitment to
link the college with the
downtown business area,”
says Alma College Presi-
dent Jeff Abernathy. “We
believe Starbuck’s strong
national brand will have a
positive impact on the cam-

pus and the community.”
The Starbucks’ fran-

chise operates indepen-
dently from Alma College
under the auspices of So-
dexo, the college’s food-ser-
vice provider for more than
65 years. About 75 percent
of the shop’s employees are
Alma College students.

“We’re here to serve both
the Alma community and

the Alma College students,
faculty and staff,” says Burt
McAtee, general manager
of Sodexo Dining Services
at Alma College. “This store
is for everyone, whether it
is to enjoy a coffee bev-
erage at Starbucks or pe-
ruse the books and apparel
available in the Bookstore.”

Starbucks hours are 7
a.m. to 9 p.m. Mondays

through Saturdays. Fall
Bookstore hours begin-
ning Sept. 6 are 9 a.m. to 7
p.m. Mondays through Fri-
days and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturdays.

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Open house set for renovated Alma
College Bookstore and Starbucks

COURTESY PHOTO

An open house for the renovated Alma College Bookstore and Starbucks is set for
Monday Sept. 19.
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LANSING (AP) >> A top Re-
publican lawmaker says
he’s considering “all op-
tions” to challenge Gov.
Rick Snyder’s determina-
tion that no low-perform-
ing Detroit public schools
can be closed by the state
for three years.

Senate Majority Leader
Arlan Meekhof said Tues-
day one option is ask-
ing Attorney General Bill
Schuette for a legal opin-
ion.

Snyder’s office said last
week he interprets the law
creating a new, debt-free
Detroit school district
this summer to mean the
State School Reform Of-
fice can’t close any district
school until 2019.

Meekhof told report-
ers that passing clari-
fying legislation isn’t a
“great option” because
many majority Republi-
cans “have fatigue on De-
troit issues.”

Attorney general opin-
ions are legally binding
on state agencies and of-
ficers unless reversed by
a court.

STATE

Senate leader may
seek AG opinion
on closing schools

Kushion said.
McGee is currently on

probation for third degree
domestic violence and
carrying a weapon with
unlawful intent charges
stemming from a 2014 in-
cident in Isabella County
according to the Michi-
gan Department of Cor-
rections.

In 2009 she served a
probation sentence for do-
mestic violence and resist-
ing and obstructing a po-
lice officer stemming from
a 2007 incident, according
to the MDOC.

McGee is scheduled
for sentencing on the at-
tempted embezzlement
charge in Gratiot County
on oct. 17.
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was loosely packed.
They began digging and

called 911 when they found
Leonard Hempel’s body.

Clare County Sheriff’s
deputies were called to
the home to investigate a
family disturbance April 7,
two days before Leonard
was last seen alive.

Clare County Under-
sherif f Dwayne Mied-
zianowski said at the time
of the discovery of Leon-
ard Hempel’s body that
detectives were continu-
ing the investigation into
Leonard’s disappearance.

Prior to that, there was
no evidence of foul play
and no probable cause
to request a search war-
rant.

Relatives said at the
time of his disappearance
that Leonard Hempel had
planned on visiting family
in the Detroit area.

Originally from the Ros-
eville-Clinton Township
area in Macomb County,
Leonard Hempel moved in
with Angela Hempel and
Kuhns south of Farwell to
help them when they got
behind on their bills, his
nephew said.
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her hometown, in 1979; she
preceded him in death in
2011.

Graham was a family
physician at the Ithaca
Clinic for 13 years before
he became medical direc-
tor of the health depart-
ments he served.

Graham enjoyed several
hobbies, including fishing,
hunting, traveling and es-
pecially spending time
with his family and friends.

He is preceded in death
by his parents, Sally and

Bob Graham; and his wife
of 39 years, Mary Graham.

Graham is survived
by his wife, Michele Gra-
ham; daughter, Elizabeth
(Barry) Palmer; son, Mat-
thew (Melanie) Graham;
son, Robert (Danielle)
Graham; daughter, Kath-
leen (Aaron) Draper; and
his grandchildren, Mad-
eline, Keira, Charley, Da-
vis, Eli and Maxwell; his
brothers, Jon, Mike, Gary,

and Jay; his sisters, Mary,
Sally, Kay, and Becky; step-
daughter, Cetara Kench;
grandson Braylon; Step-
son Corbin (Jordyn) Kench;
and many nieces, nephews,
great nieces and nephews,
brothers and sisters-in-law,
aunts, uncles, and cousins.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations in memory of
Graham may be made to
The American Cancer So-
ciety.

Graham
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Grahamwas a family physician at
the Ithaca Clinic for 13 years before
he becamemedical director of the
health departments he served.
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Experienced Cardiologist Brings
Expertise to Alma and Mt. Pleasant

Invasive Cardiologist Radwan Alkiek, M.D., has joined MidMichigan Health as a member of
MidMichigan’s comprehensive heart and vascular team. Dr. Alkiek sees patients at his main
office on the campus of MidMichigan Medical Center - Gratiot, and at his satellite office at
MidMichigan Health Park - Mt. Pleasant. Appointments may be made by calling his office at
(989) 466-3621.

Dr. Alkiek is known for treating his patients with great compassion. “I want my patients to know
that they are important to me and that I truly care about their well-being,” he said. “I make
sure that they know that I’m accessible to them and that I will take time to get to know them
and fully understand their circumstances before prescribing treatment.”

When treating heart disease, Dr. Alkiek looks beyond just the physical aspects. “I keep in mind
the patient’s psychosocial and behavioral factors,” he added. “A person’s mood, if they are
depressed, anxious, angry or stressed, can significantly affect the development and progression
of their disease.”

Dr. Alkiek earned a medical degree from Damascus University Medical School and completed his
residency in internal medicine from Michigan State University at Hurley Medical Center in Flint.
He also completed fellowships in cardiology and echocardiography at Louisiana State University and
is board certified in internal medicine and cardiovascular disease. Before coming to MidMichigan,
Dr. Alkiek practiced at War Memorial Hospital in Sault Ste. Marie and Genesys Regional Medical
Center in Grand Blanc.

Dr. Alkiek welcomes new patients in Alma and Mt. Pleasant. Appointments may be

made by calling his office at (989) 466-3621. Those who would like more information

about Dr. Alkiek may visit www.midmichigan.org/alkiek.
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