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CONNERS, DANNY C.
Age 70; of Lake; passed away on Thursday, October
27, 2016. The family will greet friends from 6 to 9
p.m. on Tuesday, November 1, 2016 at the Daggett
Funeral Home in Barryton. A memorial service
will be held at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, November
2nd at the funeral home. In lieu of flowers memo-
rial donations in Danny’s name can be made to the
Brinton Chapel, 19238 S. 30th Ave., Barryton, MI.
Share a memory or sign the guestbook online at

www.daggettgilbertfuneralhome.com
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

By LindaGittleman
Special to the Sun

Only about 20 peo-
ple showed up in Alma
Wednesday to discuss im-
proving public trust in the
state government.

But those 20 weren’t
shy about expressing their
views on just how far the
state has to go to restore
trust.

It’s far.
Sponsored by The Cen-

ter for Michigan, a non
partisan, non profit orga-
nization, the event is one of
many held throughout the
state, said moderator Am-
ber DeLind.

The information gath-
ered is then presented to
public leaders so they can
learn what their constitu-
ents are concerned about.

As expected, nearly all
of the participants be-
lieved there was a great
deal of work needed to re-
store public trust.

In two areas however, a
majority of the people be-
lieved the state was doing
a good job: in holding elec-

tions and fostering eco-
nomic growth.

On nearly every other
subject matter that ranged
from public health and the
environment to education,
redistricting, term limits,
emergency managers and
campaign finance, Lansing
was failing its residents, ac-
cording to those in atten-
dance.

Since many environmen-
tal activists were in the au-
dience, the environment
and public health were of
great concern.

About 90 percent rated
trust in the state to handle
public health as very low
or low.

An exception was the lo-
cal health department, as
one member of the audi-
ence stated.

About 85 percent did not
trust the state to protect
the environment.

One said, “They should
take “pure” out of “Pure
Michigan.”

Another agreed.
“My biggest thing is wa-

ter pollution. ‘Pure Michi-
gan’ irritates me.”

“The state has regula-
tions,” he said. “But they’re
not enforcing them.”

Others questioned the
appointments of people to
head departments — like
the Michigan Department
of Environmental Quality-
who have no expertise in
that area.

Shouldn’t knowledge
and experience be required
for department heads?

Other concerns centered
around a lax administra-
tion.

“We all have to follow the
rules,” one said. “But (some)
aren’t following the rules
and there are no penalties.
Justice is not happening.”

Another pointed out that
the state can’t be run like a
business.

“You can’t do that,” he
said. “It’s fundamentally
different to hold public
trust.”

Most in the room at Van
Dusen Commons at Alma
College didn’t like voter
registration laws and cam-
paign financing.

“You can buy an election
(in the state.)” one said.

A college student pointed
out that students can’t get
an absentee ballot as a first
time voter.

And it was also noted
that getting a state ap-
proved voter ID can cost
up to $85 and take a long
time.

One suggested early vot-
ing be allowed as other
states are doing, and per-
haps allow weekend voting
as some European counties
are doing.

When it comes to term
limits, 37 percent thought
it should be eliminated
and 47 percent believed
the terms allowed should
be lengthened.

No one cared for the
emergency manager system
and one believed it was cre-
ated to serve the adminis-
tration and not the cities.

Most believed a plan that
would allow the emergency
manager to work and make
decisions with the local of-
ficials to be best.

The results of the state
wide information gather-
ing will be published in
February.

ALMA

Little trust for Lansing
to do the right thing

money to pay for the drug.
Starkey and Fisher don’t

know how they’ll pay their
bills, get their medication
and survive, despite their
family being lineally traced
and a former lawsuit that
was settled with prejudice
that they say should have
guaranteed their member-
ship in the Tribe for life.

Instead, they said, not
only were they and other
family members disen-
rolled, their deceased rel-
atives were also taken off

the rolls.
Starkey, who said she

can’t sleep and eats lit-
tle, can’t understand how
she and the others can be
proven to not meet the cri-
teria to be members of the
Saginaw Chippewa Indian
Tribe without due process.

Starkey sees the disen-
rollments of the Fisher-Or-
tiz ancestors as insulting
to the family, and said her
health is declining because
of the stress.

“When you can’t afford a
cup of coffee there’s a prob-
lem,” she said. “I should
have known it was coming
(but was told several years
ago that she had nothing

to fear).”
Starkey, Fisher, Narvais

and the others said Tribal
Council also changed an
ordinance or amendment
to stop any loopholes that
would give the disenrolled
a way to appeal the deci-
sion.

Part of that, Starkey
said, is disenrolling the
ancestors, so the group
can’t be classified as de-
scendants.

Starkey, Fisher and Nar-
vais remember times be-
fore the opening of the
Soaring Eagle Casino and
Resort.

Times before the money
rolled in.

They remember being
embraced when the Tribe
needed enough members
to become a sovereign na-
tion and open the casino.

Gomez, who said she
was fired from her job as
an administrative assis-
tant at Tribal Public Re-
lations last week and was
told the reason was the job
was temporary, thinks the
Fisher-Ortiz family is be-
ing targeted because it is
a large group.

Fisher, Starkey and Nar-
vais believe those with po-
tentially expensive medi-
cal issues are being disen-
rolled.

One thing the relatives

have in common is their
belief that they did not re-
ceive due process, and they
share a range of emotions
from anger to sadness to
frustration.

“We were supposed to
be protected by our tribe,”
Gomez said.

Narvais wants anyone
who has compassion to
boycott the casino.

Fisher believes the dis-
enrollment is happening
because the Tribe will “be
bankrupt in two years,”
a comment she said she
heard at a community
meeting.

Starkey wishes there
was more compassion for

those who are now with-
out incomes and medical
insurance.

But Tribal members who
might sympathise with the
group won’t criticize Tribal
Council because “they’re
afraid they’ll be next,”
Fisher said.

Starkey, who is afraid
she’ll have to give up her
home, is at times stoic
about her plight.

“I came into this world
with nothing and I will
leave with nothing,”
she said. “I will make it
through.”

Tribal Public Relations
did not respond to a mes-
sage seeking comment.
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training, Malik returned to
the team ready to play his
best, leaving the legal night-
mare behind.

Dion beams when he
talks about Malik and how
well he is doing on the Chip-
pewa team.

Until the jury returned

the not guilty verdicts,
some of them hugging Ma-
lik and his family after be-
ing excused, Pamela feared
her son’s future would be af-
fected.

That’s no longer the case.
Dion, Pamela and Jer-

emy arrived in Mt. Pleas-
ant Friday night but didn’t
have much time to visit with
Malik because of the foot-
ball team’s curfew.

Parental and fraternal

pride in Malik’s talents and
abilities are visibly on Dion,
Pamela and Jeremy’s faces.

Even though they didn’t
get to see much of Malik
on Friday, they planned on
more family time after the
game Saturday afternoon.

Malik wearing Nashes’
number, being back on the
team and tailgating yards
away from the field that
launched his career meant
a lot to his family, Dion said.

Fountains
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Widman said.
She said the entire “A

Line” route takes about 45
to 50 minutes to complete
and added that it could
change in the future de-
pending on ridership.

Schooley said the new
shuttle route doesn’t im-

pact the bottom line of
Dial-A-Ride, which is sub-
sidized by the state and
federal governments.

“There’s rea l ly no
change to our bottom
line as far as that cost,”
he said. “These are buses
that are already in ser-
vice. We’re just reallocat-
ing how we use them.”

The “A Line” shuttle
costs $1 for adults and
juniors (AK A anyone

younger than 18 years old)
and costs 50 cents for se-
niors and reduced fare
riders.

For more information,
contact the Alma Trans-
portation Center online
or call (989) 463-6016.

Shuttle
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ByDavid Eggert
Of The Associated Press

LANSING>> The intense bat-
tle for control of the Repub-
lican-led Michigan House
will hinge on roughly 10
percent of the state’s voters
— people living west of Lan-
sing, north of Muskegon
and in places such as the
Upper Peninsula.

Finance reports filed in
the frenzied run-up to the
Nov. 8 election show the
campaign arms of House
Democrats and Republicans
each focused on about a
dozen races. All are in GOP
hands and half are being
targeted with major TV, ra-
dio and internet advertising
from both sides.

Those include hotly con-
tested seats held by Repub-
lican incumbents John Bi-
zon of Battle Creek, Tom
Barrett of Potterville, Holly
Hughes of Montague and
Brandt Iden of Kalamazoo
County’s Oshtemo Town-
ship. Three are rematches
from 2014.

The two other districts
where both parties have
spent heavily on ads so far
are open — Speaker Kevin
Cotter’s seat in the Mount
Pleasant area and Rep. Aric
Nesbitt’s in southwestern
Michigan.

Democrats are expected

to bolster their ranks in the
110-member House because
of higher voter turnout for
the presidential election
and the departure of dozens
of term-limited Republi-
cans. But whether they can
pick up nine seats to seize
the majority — and end six
years of GOP control of the
Legislature — is in doubt.

To have a chance, they
likely need to win back
Democratic-leaning dis-
tricts in Calhoun and Wayne
counties. If the GOP is vic-
torious there, especially in
the contest between Repub-
lican Bob Howey and Dar-
rin Camilleri for the open
“Downriver” seat, it could
be a tough night for Dem-

ocrats.
On the flipside, Republi-

cans may become anxious
if Iden and Rep. Klint Kesto
lose their GOP-leaning dis-
tricts in Kalamazoo and
Oakland counties.

Democrats badly want
the Cotter seat in Isabella
and Midland counties,
dropping $268,000 on ads
for Bryan Mielke, a soft-
ware development busi-
ness owner, in his toss-up
race against Roger Hauck, a
technician at a food service
equipment manufacturer.
That is the most among all
Democratic candidates, ac-
cording to a recent House
Democratic Fund report
to the state Bureau of Elec-

tions.
“Nine seats is not easy to

do. But we feel like things
are trending in our direc-
tion,” said Michigan Dem-
ocratic Party Chairman
Brandon Dillon. “We’ve
got a good issue environ-
ment, we’ve got a strong
top of the ticket and we’ve
got great candidates run-
ning. I wouldn’t make any
rock-solid predictions, but I
think on Election Night it’s
going to be very close and
if we get the turnout that
we need in a few of our tar-
geted House races, we can
get over the top.” Those
contests include rematches
in Eaton County between
Barrett and former Rep.
Theresa Abed and in Mus-
kegon County between fa-
miliar foes Hughes and for-
mer Rep. Collene Lamonte.
The House Democratic
Fund spent $215,000 on ads
in Abed’s race and $171,000
in Lamonte’s.

It also dropped a com-
bined $410,000 into two
open contests in northern
Michigan — the 101st Dis-
trict west of Traverse City,
where ex-Democratic Rep.
Dan Scripps faces Curt
Vanderwall, and the 108th
District in the U.P., where
Democrat Scott Celello
squares off with Beau La-
Fave.

STATE

Battle for control of Michigan
House hinges on a dozen races

DAVE EGGERT — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Ron Bieber, president of the Michigan AFL-CIO, speaks
during the launch of the “Big Rig” accountability tour
outside the Capitol building in Lansing, Mich.

Flint wants commercial
water users to pay up _
or lose water
FLINT (AP) >> The city of
Flint is threatening to
cut off water if commer-
cial users don’t pay their
bills.

Flint says nearly $1 mil-
lion is owed by 13 custom-
ers, mostly apartment
owners. The Flint Jour-
nal says the city needs a
70 percent collection rate
to qualify for $30 million
in aid from the state.

Mayor Karen Weaver
says people living in apart-
ments have already paid
their landlords. She says
that money needs to be
paid to the city.

Flint residents are
urged to use bottled water
or filtered tap water while
the water system heals
from lead contamination.
Water from the Flint River
wasn’t properly treated to
reduce corrosion in 2014
and 2015.

2men drown in
Livingston County lake
while helping others
GREENOAKTOWNSHIP>>

Two men have drowned

while on a crew removing
buoys from a lake in Liv-
ingston County.

Green Oak Township
police identified them as
Clarkston residents who
were 38 years old and 20
years old. They drowned
while trying to help two
co-workers whose boat
was sinking Friday night
in Hidden Lake.

Detroit officer killed
in hit-and-run; man
arrested

DETROIT (AP) >> A Detroit
police officer has died af-
ter being struck in a hit-
and-run while assist-
ing the investigation of a
traffic accident.

The officer was identi-
fied as Myron Jarrett, an
eight-year veteran nick-
named “Salt and Pepper”
by other officers. He was
struck Friday night by a
cargo-style van moving at
high speed. The driver fled
on foot but was eventually
caught and remained in
custody Saturday.

Mayor Mike Dug-
gan says “thoughts and
prayers” are with Jarrett’s
family.
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CONNERS, DANNY C.
Age 70; of Lake; passed away on Thursday, October 
27, 2016. The family will greet friends from 6 to 9 
p.m. on Tuesday, November 1, 2016 at the Daggett 
Funeral Home in Barryton. A memorial service 
will be held at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, November 
2nd at the funeral home. In lieu of flowers memo
rial donations in Danny’s name can be made to the 
Brinton Chapel, 19238 S. 30th Ave., Barryton, MI. 
Share a memory or sign the guestbook online at 

www. daggettgilber tfuneralhome. com

VELDHUIS HAYS, CATHERINE “CATHY”
64, of Kalamazoo, died Tuesday, October 25, 2016, 
at Sue’s Loving Care in Kalamazoo. She was born 
March 8, 1952, in St. Louis, Missouri, the daugh
ter of Andrew Velduis, M.D., and Betty (DeVries) 
Veldhuis. Cathy attended Mt. Pleasant Schools and 
graduated Mt. Pleasant High School in 1969. She 
furthered her education at DePauw University and 
Central Michigan University, graduating with a 
B.A. in Communications. Cathy’s life was drastical
ly altered in 1977 after suffering a traumatic brain 
injury in an auto accident. Cathy faced a long and 
difficult journey during her recovery, but her strong 
determination allowed her to overcome the many 
challenges presented to her, and she worked hard 
every day to fully participate in life despite her head 
injury. Cathy had a love for music and theatre and 
was a voracious reader. She was a woman of strong 
faith and had an unwavering faith in her God and a 
strong love for her church. She loved to spend time 
with her family, especially during their many fam
ily gatherings on Crystal Lake in Beulah. In 1984, 
Cathy married Alan Hays who survives her. She 
is also survived by: her siblings, Libby Stump and 
James (Laura) Veldhuis; her niece; several neph
ews; her great niece; and her great nephew. Cathy 
was preceded in death by her parents. Graveside 
Services will be conducted at 11 a.m., Saturday, 
November 5, 2016, at the Benzonia Township Cem
etery, in Benzonia, with the Reverend Anne Hébert 
officiating. Memorial contributions may be made to 
the First Presbyterian Church of Kalamazoo or to 
Hospice Care of Southwest Michigan. The Bennett - 
Barz Funeral Home, in Beulah, is in charge of ar
rangements.

www.bennett-barzfuneralhome.com

CARSON, ROBERT LEE ALLEN; 49; of Mt. Pleas
ant, passed away unexpectedly Monday, October 
24, 2016, at his home. The family is being served 
by Charles R. Lux Family Funeral Home.

www. charlesrlux. com


