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TODAY

WEATHER
Today:  

Snow showers 
likely, snow 

accumulation 
an inch or less, 
high 15 to 20

Tonight:  
Light snow 
likely, snow 

accumulation 
an inch or less, 

low 5 to 10

Thursday:  
Partly sunny, 
a 30 percent 

chance of light 
snow until 

midday, high 
10 to 15

Thursday 
NIght:  

Partly cloudy, 
low zero to 5

Greenville 
coasts to win 
over Morley 
Stanwood,

Page 4

SPORTS

A SOLEMN OATH

BY CORY SMITH
Daily News staff writer

STANTON — With his right hand 
raised upward and left hand placed 
firmly on the Bible, Jim Lower took 
his oath of office Monday evening to 
become a member of Michigan’s 99th 
State Legislature. 

Standing before family and friends, 
and a number of constituents who he 
has now grown to call friends, Lower, 
with his wife Kristen by his side, 
repeated after Lt. Gov. Brian Calley 
from the third floor of the Montcalm 
County Administration Building, 
keeping his hand placed on the very 
Bible his wife’s parents had once 
given to him upon converting to 
Catholicism. 

“I, James A. Lower, do solemnly 
swear that I will support the 
Constitution of the United States and 
the Constitution of the state of 
Michigan, and I will faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the office of 
representative in the state Legislature 
for the term beginning Jan. 1, 2017, 
according to the best of my abilities, 
so help me God.”

In being sworn in as the next state 
representative for Michigan’s 70th 
House District, Lower said he was 
especially grateful that he could do so 
right in the heart of the very district 
he will represent. 

“I am honored to be here today,” 
said Rep.-Elect Lower, R-Cedar Lake. 
“This district elected me to lead and 
I am proud to begin that role here in 
Stanton surrounded by my family, 
friends and many others who share 
my love for this community.”

Lower, who began his career as an 
intern and later an employee of 
Calley during his campaigns for 
Senate and lieutenant governor, said 
he is looking forward to working on 
expanding access to skilled trades 
training, pushing simple tax reform 
and restructuring the funding and 
organization of local governments to 
make them more efficient. 

Lower was also especially appre-
ciative that Calley could do the hon-
ors, as the two have been friends 

since Lower was a young boy.
In introducing Lower, Calley 

expressed nothing but confidence in 
the job he believes the new legislator 
will do for Montcalm and Gratiot 

counties, and in following the cere-
mony, the two embraced in lengthy 
hug followed by much applause. 

Daily News/Cory Smith

Jim Lower, right, standing beside his wife, Kristen, center, is sworn in as the next state representative of 
Michigan’s 70th House District Monday evening by Lt. Gov. Brian Calley at the Montcalm County Administration 
building in Stanton.

Lower takes oath of office for  
Michigan’s 70th House District

BY MEGHAN NELSON
Daily News staff writer

LAKEVIEW — In September, 
Recycle World in Montcalm 
Township discontinued service, and 
on Dec. 5, Howard City’s recycling 
center closed as well.

Now, Lakeview has started discuss-
ing future plans for its recycling cen-
ter at the southwest corner of the 
village parking lot by Lakeview Post 
Office at 2nd and Washington streets.

Since the closure of the Howard 
City and Montcalm Township recy-
cling centers, there has been heavier 
use — and more dumping — at 
Lakeview’s recycling center. 

“There are all kinds of people com-
ing (to the recycling center) that aren’t 
from around here,” Lakeview Village 
Trustee Dominic Trevino said. 

At Monday night’s meeting, the 
Village Council discussed options for 
the recycling center, which is funded 
by the county with the exception of 
one cardboard container that was 
purchased by the village. 

“I use (the recycling bins) continu-
ously, and I get mad every time I go,” 
Village President Ed Winter said, 
referring to the overflow and dump-
ing that the center has seen.

Trustee Dave Lund suggested mov-
ing the recycling center to the new 

Lakeview Village Council 
tackling recycling change

Daily News/Meghan Nelson 

After the closure of recycling centers in Howard City and Montcalm 
Township, Lakeview’s recycling center (on the southwest corner of 2nd 
and Washington streets) has seen an overflow of recyclable materials. 

Greenville 
schools 
talk goals  

BY EMILEE NIELSEN 
Daily News staff writer 

GREENVILLE — It’s the time of 
year again when people begin to set 
goals and superintendents in local 
school districts are no exception. 

During a regular meeting 
Greenville Public Schools Board of 
Education Monday evening, 
Superintendent Linda Van Houten 
discussed with the board the dis-
trict’s goals set for the coming year. 

The board met recently with 
accrediting organization AdvancED 
to discuss the goals and priorities in 
the district. 

One of the goals is for the district 
to meet and exceed the State of 
Michigan average scores state sum-
mative assessments. The growth 
goal will be that the district on aver-
age will make 5 percent growth on 
the Michigan Student Test of 
Educational Progress (M-STEP). 

Another goal is for the superin-
tendent to engage stakeholders of 
the district and the community in 
an initiative towards a bond pro-
posal campaign in order to imple-
ment the district mission (strategic 
plan). 

“Input will be gathered on mul-
tiple levels and participation in 
planning and carrying out a posi-
tive vote will be facilitated through 
staff and community engagement,” 
Van Houten read from a board 
report. 

Part of that goal is to monitor the 
progress of the strategic plan three 
times a year. 

“The bond piece is part of the 
strategic plan so we’re working on 
tying all that together,” she said. 

Another goal for the district is for 
the superintendent to work with the 
board of education to adopt 50 per-
cent of the policies for practice and 
procedure development from the 
Ohio-based NEOLA, formerly 
known as the North East Ohio 
Learning Associates, an organiza-
tion devoted to creating policies for 
boards. 

The last goal set is to provide 
professional development to admin-
istrative staff on an ongoing basis 
with formal training taking place 
six times a year and will focus on 
quality leadership skills. 

These goals are all aligned with a 
set of goals put forth by AdvancED 
for the improvement of school dis-
tricts. 

The goals come amid some con-
fusion about whether or not the 
M-STEP would still be in place in 
the next year as there’s been some 
talk at the state level about doing 
away the assessment in favor of 
another summative test. 

“The state is unsure of our sum-
mative measure for the next year. 
They’re taking bids right now from 
any assessments who would like to 
say that they would be ready to 
measure not only proficiency but 
also growth,” said Chief Academics 
Officer Michelle Blaszczynski. 
“They would have to have provi-
sions in place for all the accommo-
dations needed such as braille or 
making sure there are reader scripts 
for students with disabilities.” 

Blaszczynski described it as “real-
ly a tall order” for another summa-
tive test to replace the M-STEP, 
adding that it’s currently unknown 
whether there is an organization in 
the “test vendor community” that 
can fill that order. If there are no 
tests found that will satisfy require-
ments, the M-STEP would continue 
for a fourth year, she said. 

Rep.-Elect Jim Lower, R-Cedar Lake, watches from the back row as Lt. 
Gov. Brian Calley introduces him prior to being sworn in as the next 
State House Representative of Michigan’s 70th District.

At left, Jim Lower takes a moment to himself seated in the back row 
prior to his swearing-in. At right, Lower holds up a Bible given to him by 
his wife’s parents, which he used during his swearing-in.
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TODAY
Charles “Bub” Smith — 

11 a.m., St. John the Baptist 
Cathol ic  Church, 
Hubbardston. (Lake Funeral 
Home, Ionia)

MaryEllen Walker (Lee) 
— 11 a.m., Lux and Schnepp 
Funeral Home, Carson City.

THURSDAY
Andrew William “Andy” 

Kinsley — Memorial gather-
ing, 2 to 5 p.m., Hurst Funeral 
Home, Greenville.

Carol Ann (Johnson) 
Peterson — 1 p.m, Brigham 
Funeral Chapel, Lakeview.

Deloise C. Stewart — 11 
a.m, Simpson Family Funeral 
Homes, Sheridan.

FRIDAY
Edwin Frank Springsteen 

Sr. — 11 a.m., Sheridan 
Congregational Church. 
(Simpson Family Funeral 

Homes, Sheridan)
SATURDAY

Peter L. Bernth — 1 p.m., 
graveside burial for friends 
and family at East Montcalm 
Cemetery. (Marshall Funeral 
Home, Greenville)

DELOISE C. STEWART, 95
SHERIDAN — Deloise C. 

Stewart, 95, of Stanton died 
Monday. Visitation is from 10 
to 11 a.m. Thursday at the 
Simpson Family Funeral Home 
in Sheridan. Funeral services 
will begin at 11 a.m. Thursday 
at the funeral home in 
Sheridan. Deloise will be laid to 
rest in Forest Hill Cemetery. 
Simpson Family Funeral 
Homes is helping celebrate 
Deloise’s life, www.simpsonfa-
milyfuneralhomes.com.

Obituary on Page 8

POLICE REPORTS

BELDING — Police responded 
to four complaints Monday. Incidents 
included:

• Parking violation, 2:35 a.m., 
Taft. 

• Two preliminary breathalyzer 
tests, S. Pleasant. 

• Civil matter, 8:52 p.m., S. Broas.

GREENVILLE — Police respond-
ed to 12 complaints Monday. 
Incidents included:

• Snow removal impound, 2 a.m., 
S. Lafayette. 

• False alarm, 4:43 a.m., S. 
Lafayette. 

• Assist to EMS, 9:25 a.m., 
Lafayette and Montcalm. 

• Assist other agency, 3:28 p.m., 
W. Washington. 

STANTON — Montcalm County 
sheriff’s deputies responded to 10 
complaints Monday. Incidents includ-
ed:

• Personal injury accident, 12:40 
a.m., County Farm. 

• Traffic hazard, 10:05 a.m., Almy 
School. 

• Car-deer accident, 7:02 p.m., W. 
Stanton and N. Mussen. 

• Agency assist, Jones and Stanton. 

STANTON — Montcalm County 
Central Dispatch reported the follow-
ing fire calls Monday:

• Accident, 2:38 p.m., E. 
Condensary and S. Crystal, Crystal 
Township Fire Department. 

• Wires down, 4:33 p.m., W. Home, 
Home Township Fire Department.

“I can’t wait to see where he goes from 
here,” Calley said. “He is a tireless worker and 
I can’t believe how much experience he’s 
gained in such a short period of time. And 
beyond the experience, he has a knack for 
making things happen and bringing people 
together. He will be very well suited for the 
role and I expect him to be quite successful.”

Also in attendance was Rep. Rick Outman, 
R-Six Lakes, who currently holds the seat that 
Lower will replace once Outman has com-
pleted his third and final two-year term on 
Dec. 31. 

Speaking from experience, Outman said 
the first term or two can prove to be a diffi-
cult time for one to become acclimated with 
the position, but citing Lower’s experience, 
he doesn’t believe that will be the case. 

“Typically when you have term limits and 
you have someone knew coming in they are 
going to take time to learn the ropes,” he said. 
“It took me until my third term before I 
really had my legs under me and I could 
finally hit the ground running, but you’re not 
going to have that with James. He’s done this 
at every level. He understands the laws we 
pass and how they affect county commission-
ers, how they affect municipalities … he was 
a legislative director and has worked in the 
Senate, having seen a bill from fruition to its 
completion, all the way to the governor. He’s 

been an active part in all of it. He’s already 
got bills drafted and he’s ready to drop them.”

Lower has previously worked a number of 
positions in Lansing assisting legislators, and 
also served as a county commissioner of 
Ionia County, as well as village manager of 
the village of Edmore. 

Citing those positions and experience, Sen. 
Judy Emmons, R-Sheridan, said it will be a 
pleasure to work with Lower during the final 
two years of her second four-year term. 

“It’s good to have a fresh perspective, and 
you always try to work together that are 
focused on your area, and he, of course, has 
Gratiot and Montcalm (counties),” she said. 
“It spills into the whole mid-Michigan area, 
so I think it will be good. I think he will be 
another advocate for us with new eyes, and 
that’s a good thing. He’s got some experiences 
as far as crafting legislation and policies and 
that will be helpful.”

Lower will begin his post on Jan. 1 and said 
he won’t hesitate to get hit the ground run-
ning right from day one. 

“I am incredibly excited to begin my work 
as the 70th House District’s representative,” 
Lower said. ”I am grateful for the citizens of 
this district for giving me this opportunity, 
and I promise I will work as hard as I can on 
their behalf.”

csmith@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8277

OATH

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Department of Public Works building at the 
airport, but Trustee Chris Fryover was con-
cerned it would be even harder to manage 
dumping and overflow if it was less visible. 

“We’ve been going ‘round and ‘round on 
this for a year. We really need to make a deci-
sion,” Lund said. 

Trustee Steve Case suggested allowing new 
Village Manager Shay Gallagher to look into 
options and solutions.

“We need to talk to the county to see if this 
program has a long lifespan ahead of it due to 
the current fiscal situation before making a 
decision about moving it,” Gallagher said. 

Four other 24/7 recycling centers are avail-
able throughout Montcalm County at the 
following locations:

• Carson City: Department of Public 
Works, 818 N. Williams St.

• Crystal Township: Crystal Community 
Center, 206 S. Main St.

• Edmore: Southwest corner of former 
Hitachi property on Quicksilver Lane off 
Neff Road.

• Stanton: Southwest corner of city parking 
lot at the intersection of Walnut and Camburn 
streets.

mnelson@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8273

RECYCLING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

She also said that the Michigan 
Department of Education Superintendent 
Brian Whiston is concerned about the test-
ing schedule for M-STEP and that he would 
prefer students be tested more often to 

measure growth. 
“Our board has an interest in consistency 

and teaching time versus having that time 
taken up with just assessments,” she said. 

 
enielsen@staffordgroup.com  
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Former judge joins 
Stanton commission

STANTON — Six city 
positions were appointed or 
reappointed at the Stanton 
City Commission meeting on 
Tuesday night.

After “reluctantly” accept-
ing former City Commissioner 
Lewis Corwin’s resignation, 
which he turned in on Nov. 
23, the commission voted for 
former Judge Charles Miel to 
fill his vacancy. Miel was 
sworn in and sat on the 
board for the remainder of 
the meeting. 

Stanton Mayor Larry 
Petersen reappointed Janet 
Davis as the city clerk and 
treasurer, Jamie Blum as 
Department of Public Works 
director, Joe Patino as chief 
of police and Avis Cooper as 
city assessor.

The city commission also 
voted 4-1, with 
Commissioner John Seaman 
opposed, to continue using 
Bloom Sluggett Morgan, a 
Grand Rapids attorney spe-
cializing in municipal law, as 
the city’s attorney. Stanton 
pays Bloom Sluggett Morgan 
on retainer.

The commission also 
unanimously approved the 
city’s 20-year master plan.

MCC board looks  
to fill vacancy 

SIDNEY — Montcalm 
Community College Trustee 
(MCC) Michael Williams, who 
is the Montcalm County sher-
iff-elect, participated in his 
final meeting of the Board of 
Trustees Tuesday evening. 

Williams’ term is at an 
end and the board has a 
30-day window to appoint 
someone new before the 
Montcalm Area Intermediate 
School District (MAISD) 
would intervene and appoint 
someone. There are four can-
didates currently vying for 
the open trustee spot. 

Also during the meeting, 
Chairwoman Karen 
Carbonelli appointed a com-
mittee to interview the 
potential candidates in the 
coming weeks. 
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