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A 17-year-old male from Harri-
son was arrested and arraigned
in connection with vehicle break-
ins earlier this year in Hamilton
Township in Clare
County.

An arrest war-
rant was issued on
Dec. 19 for Austin
Anderson for 13
counts of break-
ing and entering
a vehicle. He was
located later that
day, arrested and
lodged at the Clare County Jail,
according to a news release from
the Clare County Sheriff’s Office.

Specifically, he was arraigned
on Dec. 20 in the 80th District

CLARECOUNTY

Harrison teenager
arrested for string
of vehicle break-ins

BySeanBradley
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@MorningSunSean on Twitter

The cost to fully dredge the
Pine River of sediment could
cost no less than $5.5 million, stu-
dents at Alma College have de-
termined.

Students in Alma College pro-
fessor Murray Borrello’s Water-
shed Hydrology course estimated
costs of dredging the river to re-
move heavy sedimentation from
algal blooms - up to 420,000 cu-
bic yards - from Honeyoey Creek
to the Alma Dam that is settling
at the river bottom and sediment
deposition behind the dam.

Dredging is being considered
to alleviate the problem of high
nitrogen and phosphorus levels
found in the river - although the
high levels were not found within
Alma’s city limits, but further
north on the river. The high lev-
els are causing algae growth and
dissolved oxygen depletion, creat-
ing the need to dredge the river.

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Students
estimate cost
to dredge
Pine River
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Meijer in Alma was busy throughout the days leading to Christmas. Last-minute shoppers filled chain stores and smaller stores alike
throughout the area.

By Sean Bradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com
@MorningSunSean on Twitter

The reasons for shoppers in
Alma and Mt. Pleasant to shop
last-minute for Christmas vary
from person to person.

Some needed more cash to
finish picking out gifts, just lost
track of time or even procrasti-
nated to the very end.

“I’m a last-minute shopper,”
said Gayle Anderson, Elwell, as
she left on Friday from Meijer
in Alma.

“There’s always something
more you’ve got to get.” Ander-
son is not alone.

A 2015 National Retail Fed-
eration survey indicated that
those consumers who com-
pleted half or less of their shop-
ping said it was because they
were still deciding what to buy

(44.7 percent) or waiting for
requests from loved ones (27.2
percent).

Additionally, 12 percent of
consumers surveyed said they
planned to wait until Dec. 23.

Barb Lowe, from St. Louis,
bought a chair for her daugh-
ter and hoodies for her son at
the Alma Meijer.

“My reason (for waiting)
is because I didn’t have the
money,” Lowe said.

“I had to wait until I had the
money. I would think that’s a
lot of people’s reasons.”

The Meijer store has been
busy all this week, according to
store director Donna Difonzo
on Friday.

“I don’t see a lot of stress
from the customers,” Difonzo
said.

Almost every register was
open except two of them, she

said.
The store manager for three

years - with prior experience
at Lansing-area Meijer stores -
Difonzo said people waiting un-
til the last minute is part of the
American consumerist culture.

“I think they like that adren-
aline,” Difonzo said.

Shiree Wheeler, from Ed-
more, was shopping Friday at
PetSmart in Mt. Pleasant with
her sons for their two dogs, a
German Shepherd named Bear
and a Dachshund named Char-
lie.

“The Dachshund needs toys
to play with,” Wheeler said.
“She eats our shoes.”

Wheeler also bought sweat-
ers for the dogs and later at an-
other store, bought a gift for a
family friend.

She often shops last-minute
during the holiday season.

“Every year, it comes down to
the last minute because that’s
when my paycheck is,” she said.

At Basketree gift shop in
Mt. Pleasant, Kathy Clouse, of
Rosebush, was shopping for
gifts for friends, even though
she finished most of her holiday
shopping about two weeks ago.

“I think it’s the best time (to
shop last minute)” Clouse said.
“Everything I bought this year
was local.”

She also purchased gifts
from Trillium Fine Clothing
and Silverberg’s Jewelers in
Mt. Pleasant.

Char Young, owner of Baske-
tree, was wrapping gifts mid-
day Friday, something she had
been doing periodically all
week.

“I think people think they
have the time (to shop),” Young
said.

GRATIOTCOUNTY

CHRISTMAS CREEPS UP ON
LAST-MINUTE SHOPPERS

BySeanBradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com
@MorningSunSean on Twitter

The scope of homelessness this
year in Isabella County is larger
than Ryan Griffus and those at
the Isabella County Restoration
House have seen.

“Our high average last year was
14 people for night (in a rotating
shelter),” said Griffus, executive
director of the Isabella County
Restoration House. “This year
we’re averaging about 22 guests
a night. We’ve had just under 15
children stay with us. We’ve had
several families in and out. A
month ago we were preparing for

a busy season but I don’t think we
had any idea the need was going
to be as substantial as it is now.”

A nonprofit organization, the
ICRH operates a rotating shel-
ter in partnership with local
churches, businesses, agencies,
and student groups.

This year, operations will con-
tinue until April 9 however Grif-
fus would like operations to con-
tinue through May 1.

Throughout the week between
Dec. 26 and Jan. 2, a local church
- which asked not to be disclosed
- will be housing those who apply
through an intake, which occurs
daily from 4:30-6 p.m. at Unitar-
ian Universalist Fellowship, at 319

South University St. in Mt. Pleas-
ant.

Dorine Lilly, a ICRH coordina-
tor with one of the local churches,
said it plans to have 20 to 22 peo-
ple sheltered.

“It’s the right thing to do. It’s
a way of giving back,” Lilly said.
“It’s a way of helping people that
are less fortunate. It’s an easy way
for us to help those that are less
fortunate and really struggling.”

She said the church provides
lodging from 6:30 p.m. to 8 a.m.
the next day, when those staying
are dismissed.

Then Isabella County Trans-
portation Commission buses take
them to the Isabella County Soup
Kitchen where they are served
breakfast and lunch.

Terrie Zitzelsberger is a co-co-
ordinator with Julia Keepper for

Homeless for the holidays
Number of people using Isabella County
Restoration House up from last year’s season

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ISABELLA COUNTY RESTORATION HOUSE

The Rev. Wayne Nicholson of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Mt.
Pleasant and Jim Wyman of Shepherd United Methodist Church load a
trailer with sleeping and housing supplies.
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rotating homeless shelters
with the ICRH.
Another local center -

which asked not to be dis-
closed - is expecting a busy
work week this week, she
said.
“It’s been busier because

we’ve had more need,” Zit-
zelsberger said. “We have

individuals, families, men,
women and children. We
try to provide a warm place
for them.”
Griffus said the organiza-

tion has a small staff, but
there is volunteer and com-
munity support as well.
“We’re an organization

that relies solely on dona-
tions and grants. Every bit
of what we do is provided
basically from generosity,”
Griffus said. “It’s a large
strain. We’ve had to adjust

and acclimate.We’ve had to
adjust to well over 20 guests
per night. Thankfully our
host sites – our churches –
are unbelievable.”
Zitzelsberger said there

is a network of about
1,000 volunteers that help
throughout the season.
He feels that when guests

are in the ICRH’s care,
they’re family.
“They’re with us and

we’re going to take care of
them,” Griffus said.

The organization is still
looking for sites to host
those in need for a week. If
interested, contact Griffus
at (989) 429-2506 or (989)
854-0183 or by email at
ryan@icrhouse.org.
Those interested in vol-

unteering, or who want to
make monetary donations
or of goods such as white
hand towels, towels, wash
clothes or pillow cases, for
example, can contact Grif-
fus as well.

Homeless
FROMPAGE 1

According to an analysis
by Matt Motz, a student in
Borrello’s course, the most
conservative cost estimate
to do the least amount of
dredging was $5.5 million.
If all but three feet of

sediment were removed,
the estimated cost would
be $11 million; or $20 mil-
lion to remove all but two
feet or $30 million to re-
move all but one foot of it.
If all the sediment were

dredged, the estimated
cost would be $45 million,
according to Motz.
Alma city manager Phil-

lip Moore, who attended a
presentation on the subject
by the students last week,
said the city commission
has not addressed the
dredging issue and that it
is not part of any long-term
plans.
“Cost is a big factor. I’m

not sure the city has the
bonding capacity to do
that,” Moore said. “The city
is limited to how much it
can sell in bonds, based on
the tax base. There may be
another funding mecha-
nism I’m not aware of.”
Jurisdiction of where

the sediment lies and who
would dispose of it and
how is another issue.
“The city is the major

recipient of the sediment
but a good portion of that
lies in Arcada Township as
well,” he said.
There is also the ques-

tion of how the city’s
drinking water - more
than 15 percent of which
comes from the Pine River
- would be impacted.
“How would that impact

our water intake? I don’t
know the answer to that
yet,” Moore said.
The students also com-

pared upstream and down-
stream of the Alma Dam
- the source of the algal
blooms causing the higher
levels - with the city’s
wastewater treatment
plant.
They compared nitro-

gen, phosphorus and dis-
solved oxygen levels up-
stream of the dam over a
three-year period to three
weeks of measurements at
the wastewater treatment
plant.
Student Logan St. John,

in Borrello’s course and
part of the student group,

said this was done to see if
the wastewater treatment
plant was having a direct,
impairing impact on the
river.
“The nitrogen levels

downstream of the waste-
water treatment plant, on
average, were lower than
upstream,” St. John said.
“It was not having any
measurable effect on put-
ting nutrients into the
river. The higher levels are
upstream.”
He said if the wastewa-

ter treatment plant is dis-
charging more than al-
lowed, they can receive
massive fines from the En-
vironmental Protection
Agency.
As the higher levels are

upstream and not com-
ing from the wastewater
treatment plant, the group
worked to ascertain where
the high nitrogen, phos-

phorus and dissolved ox-
ygen levels were coming
from and the cause of the
algae growth in the Pine
River.
They found that Hon-

eyoey Creek is the main
source of nitrogen and
phosphorus in the Pine
River upstream of the
Alma Dam.
“We looked at the Hon-

eyoey Creek because it
goes through a lot of ag-
ricultural land,” said McK-
enzie Fox, a student in the
group and in Borrello’s
class. “That can have a lot
of impact on agricultural
land because of manure
(application and possible)
dumping.”
Borrello said dissolved

oxygen levels should be
at about 5 parts per mil-
lion but it was found to be
around 4 parts per mil-
lion, on average in the Pine

River upstream of Alma
Dam for the bulk of the
summer months.
“It starts off really high

because of the algae pro-
ducing oxygen but, when
the algae dies, it settles to
the bottom and decompo-
sition takes oxygen out of
the water,” he said.
According to their re-

search, the values for ni-
trogen, phosphorus and
dissolved oxygen violated
surface water quality stan-
dards for the creek and the
Pine River for 2014, 2015
and 2016 set under the fed-
eral Clean Water Act.
The students believe the

concern should lay with
Honeyoey Creek and not
the wastewater treatment
plant.
Their work will continue

next summer with more
research on both the Pine
River and Honeyoey Creek.

Costs
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Court by Magistrate Karen
Moore on 12 counts of lar-
ceny of personal property
from a motor vehicle less
than $200, and one county

of larceny of personal prop-
erty from a motor vehi-
cle over $200 but less than
$1,000.
The charges were set

forth by Clare County Prose-
cutorMichelle Ambrozaitis,
according to the release.
During October and No-

vember, the sheriff’s office
conducted an investigation
into several vehicles being
broken into within Harri-
son Township. “During the
course of the investigation,
deputies were able to ob-
tain information and evi-
dence leading to a suspect,”

the release indicated. An-
dersonwas given a personal
recognizance bond and re-
leased from the jail.
He was also issued a cur-

few requiring him to be his
residence by 5 p.m. to 9 a.m.
unless accompanied by his
parents.

Break-ins
FROMPAGE 1

LISA YANICK-JONAITIS — THE MORNING SUN

The Honeyoey Creek just upstream from the Pine River outside of Alma.

1,200Michigan
customers affected
when natural gas line hit
L’ANSE (AP) » It could be a
cold Christmas for more
than 1,000 people in Mich-
igan’s Upper Peninsula af-
ter a vehicle struck a nat-
ural gas line early Friday,
causing an explosion and
fire in Baraga County.
The sheriff’s office says

a vehicle went off U.S. 41,
struck a Semco Energy gas
line and caused a fire at a
utility substation in the
L’Anse area on Lake Su-
perior. There were no in-
juries.
The L’Anse Fire De-

partment extinguished
the fire, but gas service to
about 1,200 gas custom-
ers in parts of the village
and L’Anse Township will
be disrupted for two to
three days while repairs
are made, Baraga County
Sheriff Rick Johnson said.
Utility crews were go-

ing door to door to shut off

gas at each home and busi-
ness, a process that was es-
timated to take hours.
Semco crews also were

working to repair the dam-
age at the substation, the
utility said. Semco crews
from across Michigan were
headed to L’Anse to assist
with service restoration, it
said.
Warming centers were

established at a Baraga
school, Ojibwa Community
College and the Big Bucks
Bingo Hall. The National
Weather Service predicted
low temperatures in the
20s and 30s through Sun-
day night.

Battle Creek man’s car
impoundment issue
resolved
BATTLECREEK(AP)» A
Battle Creek man has re-
solved an issue over a car
he thought he’d properly
sold until he was charged
$2,600 for its impound-
ment.

After purchasing a new
car, Jonny Rozela sold his
sedan in August to a Craig-
slist buyer for $325 in cash,
WOOD-TV reported. Roz-
ela took the plate, removed
his insurance from the car,
signed over the title and
made sure the buyer signed
it.
The title was signed,

however, it was never taken
to a Secretary of State’s of-
fice. And Rozela doesn’t
have any proof the deal was
made.
“Biggest mistake I have

here is (I) didn’t get a bill
of sale,” he said.
A few weeks ago, Roz-

ela received a letter from
the Michigan Secretary of
State that said the vehicle
had been impounded for
almost three months. The
car, which was still techni-
cally in Rozela’s name, had
apparently broken down af-
ter the sale.
Rozela contacted the

buyer after receiving the
notice. The buyer claimed

the car was gone when he
and his friend returned
to fix it. The buyer also
claimed he had lost the ti-
tle and Rozela’s number.
McCla ine ’s Tow ing

charged Rozela a $163 tow-
ing fee and had him sign
over the title to the towing
company, which will keep
the car for parts.

6months in jail for
woman who stole from
baseball league

THREEOAKS(AP)» The for-
mer treasurer of a base-
ball league in a small
Michigan town has been
sent to jail for stealing
$37,000.
Meanwhile, the Three

Oaks Baseball Association
is holding bake sales and
scrambling to raise money
to buy uniforms for the
next season. Amanda Ma-
cias was sentenced to six
months in jail Thursday in
Berrien County.
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HARLESS, DONNA J.
Age 81; of Mt. Pleasant; 
passed away Friday, 
December 23, 2016 
at her home. Funeral 
Services will be Tues
day, December 27 at 
11 a.m. at the Berry 
Funeral Home in Shep
herd with Pastor Mi
chael Biedenbender of
ficiating. There will be 
a private family viewing 
from 9:30 to 10 a.m. 
on Tuesday before the 
Funeral Service. Donna 
was born on November 
26, 1935 the daughter 

of Lawrence and Elizabeth (Smiley) Robert. She 
worked for JoAnn’s Fabrics, Ferro, Heavenriches, 
and also owned the Kitchenette in Shepherd for 
several years. Donna enjoyed quilting, sewing, 
cooking, canning, and going to craft shows to sell 
her crafts. She mostly enjoyed spending time with 
her grandchildren. Donna is survived by her 7 chil
dren Randall Harless of Rosebush, Christi Reed of 
Kalkaska, Darrell (Chris) Harless of Ithaca, Cindy 
(David) Young of Mt. Pleasant, Michael Harless of 
Mt. Pleasant, Sandy Harless of Albright Shores, 
and Ed (Janet) Harless of Fort Wayne, IN; 15 grand
children; 20 great grandchildren; and 1 great great 
grandchild. Donna is preceded by both her parents 
and her brother Lawrence Robert. In Lieu of flow
ers, memorials can be made to Woodland Hospice.

NELSON, NEIL O.
of Shepherd; passed 
away on Tuesday, De
cember 20, 2016 at 
home with his wife by 
his side after a short 
battle with cancer. Neil 
was born on January 
14, 1934 to the late 
Homer and Alice (Ad
ams) Nelson in Alma 
Michigan. Neil mar
ried his wife Virginia 
on July 12, 1980, in 
Shepherd. Neil enjoyed 
hunting, fishing and 
spending time with his 
wife. Neil looked for

ward to vacations, and especially enjoyed the ad
ventures he, Gin and Joe took as a family. Neil 
loved swapping stories and could be found many 
mornings at a Shepherd restaurant enjoying coffee 
and conversation with friends. Neil was a master 
electrician and owned G&N Electric; working lo
cally for many years. Neil joined Shepherd Public 
Schools maintenance department in 1983, from 
which he retired from in 1999. Neil was a mem
ber of Grand Lodge Free & Accepted Masons of 
Michigan, Shepherd United Methodist Church, 
and Shepherd Sugar Bush. Neil is survived by his 
wife of 36 years, Gin; Sister, Judy (Red) Owen; and 
Neil’s son Steve and daughter Kathy. Neil will be 
missed by his family, in-laws, nephews and nieces, 
and multiple friends. Neil was preceded in death 
by son Joe (2004), his parents Homer and Alice, 
and his sister Shirley. Visitation for Neil will be at 
the Berry Funeral Home in Shepherd on Tuesday, 
December 27, 2016 from 2 to 5 and 6 to 8 p.m., 
with Mason Services at 7 p.m. Funeral Services will 
be Wednesday, December 28, 2016 at 1 p.m. at the 
Shepherd United Methodist Church, with Pastor 
Kathy Kursch and Randall Roose officiating. Inter
ment will follow at Salt River Cemetery, in Shep
herd. In Lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
in Neil’s name may be directed to; Joe Nelson ’06 
memorial Fund at Alma College; Shepherd United 
Methodist Church; or The Mt Pleasant Community 
Foundation Rocket Football in memory of Joe Nel
son. Gin would like to thank Dr Hoffman and staff, 
Great Lakes Caring Hospice, and the many visitors 
that stopped to see Neil.

SMITH, VIRGINIA
Was carried by an
gels into the presence 
of Jesus on Decem
ber 22, 2016. She was 
born to William and 
Pearl (Townsend) Akin 
on October 5, 1924. 
She married her sweet
heart, George Smith, on 
September 19, 1945. 
Their 71 years of mar
riage were the perfect 
definition of uncondi
tional and lasting love. 
George was a devoted 
caregiver to Ginny for 
longer than most would 

consider humanly possible. Ginny was a graduate 
of Central Michigan University, and taught kinder
garten for a few years before dedicating her life to 
raising their five children; Geoff (Barb) of Traverse 
City, Suann (James) Hammersmith of Blissfield, 
Gregg (Vicky) of Boyce City, Gene (Wendy) of Alma 
and Sharyl (Tim) Businger of Loveland, Colorado. 
Ginny and George were blessed with 15 grand
children; Bryan, Meghan, Caitlin, Rebecca, Ryan, 
Jonathon, Jessica, Cheyenne, Morgan, Carlie, 
Christopher, Genna, Libby, Melissa and Nathan, 
plus 21 great grandchildren and two more on the 
way. When Ginny wasn’t cooking, cleaning or doing 
laundry, she loved to knit sweaters and baby boo
ties. Her cookies were scrumptious and over many 
years were lovingly boxed and sent to grandchil
dren for every holiday they were in college. Ginny 
was preceded in death by her brother, Arthur Lee 
Akin and her parents and grandparents. Funeral 
Services for Ginny will be held on Tuesday, Decem
ber 27, 2016 at 11 a.m. at Trinity Church in Alma 
with Pastor Jeff England officiating. Interment will 
follow in New Haven Center Cemetery. Visitation 
will be held on Monday, December 26th from 2 to 
4 and 6 to 8 p.m. at Lux-Moody-Wolfel Funeral 
Home, Alma. Because Ginny loved her Lord and 
Savior more than anything and was a charter mem
ber of Trinity Church, memorial may be made to 
her church in lieu of flowers. To view Ginny’s obit
uary online or to leave condolence for the family 
please visit:

www. luxfuneralhomes. com
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