
 Greenville Daily News  - 12/20/2016 Page : A02

Copyright (c)2016 Greenville Daily News 12/20/2016
January 3, 2017 11:07 am (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

2 DAILY NEWS • Tuesday, December 20, 2016

In Brief
From staff and wire reports

FUNERAL NOTICES

Greenville, Belding and Montcalm County News 
The Daily News is published daily except Sundays 

and holidays by Stafford Media Solutions,  
109 N. Lafayette St., Greenville, MI 48838

Second class postage paid at:  
Greenville, MI (UPS 144-220)

Monthy Home Delivery Rates
Subscription:  $13.75
E-edition:  $6
(Add e-edition to another package for $3 more)
* Six and 12 month subscriptions available. Go 
to www.thedailynews.cc for more information.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The 
Daily News, 109 N. Lafayette St., Greenville, 
MI 48838

Newsroom: (616) 754-9303  

Advertising: (616) 754-9301 

Subscription Services
Circulation Direct Line: (616) 754-1065

Customer service hours
Monday-Thursday: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Friday: 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Daily News is delivered Monday through 
Saturday via United States Postal Service

If you have any questions or suggestions, complaints 
or praise, please send to: Customer Service, Box 340, 
Greenville, MI 48838.

The Daily News is a member of: The 
Michigan Press Association, Audit Bureau  
of Circulation, Inland Press Association,  
Newspaper Association of America.

The Daily News | www.thedailynews.cc

Have a question you’d like 
a local expert to answer?

Just send us an email at 
expert@staffordgroup.com.

What would you  
  like to know?

ASK THE EXPERT
Elizabeth Jacobsson

ACCOUNTANT

www.hungerfordnichols.com

114 N. LAFAYETTE ST  •  GREENVILLE  •  616-754-8888

· Business and individual tax return preparation

  reviews and audits

234460

Tax-related identity theft occurs when a thief steals a taxpayer’s personal information to file a tax return and claim a fraud-
ulent refund. The information can be collected through stolen personal records or online by using different hacking tech-
niques. The IRS has been taking steps to prevent identities from being stolen and actively alert taxpayers of new scams.

What can you do to help protect yourself from identity theft? Know the signs of someone trying to steal your identity and take the 
necessary steps to prevent yourself from being a victim. First, it is important to note that the IRS will never send tax related e-mails 
to taxpayers and they will never request sensitive information via e-mail or links sent through an e-mail. Additionally, the IRS will 
not call you and request personal information, discuss tax refunds, or threaten penalties or consequences. Lastly, be on alert for 
your tax return being filed more than once or collections being requested when a payment was not owed.

To reduce your chances of identity theft, never carry any information that shows your Social Security number and make sure 
to shred sensitive information as soon as it is no longer needed. Also, do not give out your Social Security number just because 
someone asks, and run a credit report annually to assure there are no unexpected changes.

Protecting Yourself from Identity TheftQ
A

Sheridan 989-291-3611 • Stanton 989-831-4000

“Beth, we are a full service funeral home and take care of notifying Social Security for you.  As 

far as benefits go, there is a $255 death benefit payable, but only if there is a surviving spouse or 

children who meet certain requirements.  Please call us at either 989-291-3611 or 989-831-4000 

and we would be happy to go over those requirements with you or answer any additional 

questions you may have.”

 “When someone dies how do we notify Social Security and do they 
pay anything towards the funeral?” -Beth

Q
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A

Bill Simpson, Jr.
Owner &

Funeral Director

You are correct we often do second opinions for patients that are facing surgery and would like another opinion or 
reassurance that the surgery plan is what we would recommend also. It’s hard to answer your questions directly 

without examining your ankle. A fusion is a permanent surgery so I would highly encourage you to seek another opinion.  
I would want to evaluate your ankle for an implant vs fusion.  An ankle implant may be a better option for you.  A second 
opinion can review all options for you and may offer other treatment plans.  If surgery is necessary I won’t expect a short 
delay will comprise your healing but you don’t want to put it off too long without confirming this.  Please feel free to 
contact my staff to arrange for an appointment.

 I was involved in an auto accident 3 weeks ago. I went to an orthopedic Dr and he said my ankle is fractured 
and I need surgery to fuse it. I am scared  to get this type of surgery done. I’m wondering if he is moving too fast. 
If I let it heal some will we know better if it needs to have surgery? If I wait too long can it be more harmful? 
I saw on your website that you do second opinions for surgery. Is this something that you can help me with?

Q

A

Joshua R. Decker, D.P.M.
877.823.1063

1014 E. Washington, Greenville, MI
1195 Wilson Ave., Grand Rapids, MI

www.footandankledoctors.com

235742
235861

TODAY
Pauline Powers — 11 a.m., 

St. Mary Catholic Church, 
Belding. (Johnson-Feuerstein 
Funeral Home, Belding)

David Loren Rentsman — 
1 to 3 p.m., Hurst Funeral 
Home, Greenville. (Hurst 
Funeral Home, Greenville) 

WEDNESDAY
John K. Snyder — 7 p.m., 

Ferris Church of Christ, 
Vestaburg. (Brigham Funeral 
Chapel, Lakeview) 

THURSDAY 
Carol Ann Ancel (Roberts) 

— 11 a.m, Faith United 
Methodist Church, Edmore. 
(Clark Funeral Home, Mount 
Pleasant)

Nita Mae Garvin — 11 

a.m., Ashley Baptist Church, 
Belding. (Simpson Family 
Funeral Home, Sheridan)

CAROL ANN  ANCEL 
(ROBERTS), 75

MOUNT PLEASANT — 
Carol Ann Ancel (Roberts), 
75, of Edmore, passed away 
on Monday. A memorial ser-
vice will be 11 a.m. Thursday 
held at Faith United Methodist 
Church in Edmore. A memo-
rial visitation will be from 6 to 
8 p.m. Wednesday at the 
church.  Arrangements 
entrusted to Clark Funeral 
Home, Mount Pleasant, www.
clarkfuneralchapel.com.

Obituary on Page 8

Howard City Council 
looks to 2017

HOWARD CITY — The 
Howard City Village Council 
dealt with the final business 
of the year in a drama-free 
29-minute meeting Monday 
night.

The meeting was a change 
of pace from November, when 
Department of Public Works 
Director Mike Van Wagner 
told Village Manager-
President Randy Heckman 
that Van Wagner would be 
shutting off the water supply 
to Heckman Funeral Home, 
which Heckman owns. Van 
Wagner alleged Heckman 
failed to comply with back-
flow device testing require-
ments despite three notices 
being sent to the funeral 
home.

Shortly after that meeting, 
however, Heckman and Van 
Wagner resolved the issue, 
and water access continued 
at the funeral home.

During Monday night’s 
meeting, the Village Council 
discussed plans for the annual 
Winterfest, which is scheduled 
for Jan. 28. Heckman reported 
many activities are being con-
sidered for the event in Ensley 
Park, including broom ball, 
frozen turkey bowling for 
adults, frozen chicken bowling 
for children, ice skating and a 
treasure hunt in the snow. The 
Panhandle Area Chamber of 
Commerce is helping plan the 
event.

The Village Council also 
approved contracting with the 
Montcalm County Sheriff’s 
Office for police protection for 
2017 and 2018, with rates for 
2019 yet to be determined. 
The Montcalm County Board 
of Commissioners approved 
the same contract on Monday 
afternoon.

The Village Council also 
approved monthly bills total-
ing $279,623 including 
$116,000 to CNL Trucking for 
the ongoing Shaw Street proj-
ect; and approved a regular 
meeting schedule for 2017, as 
follows (all meetings begin at 
7 p.m.):

• Jan. 16
• Feb. 20 and 27
• March 20 and 27
• April 17
• May 22
• June 19
• July 17
• Aug. 21
• Sept. 18
• Oct. 16
• Nov. 20
• Dec. 18

POLICE REPORTS
BELDING — Police responded to 

23 complaints Friday through Sunday. 
Incidents included: 

FRIDAY
• General assist, 12:06 a.m., 

Jacklyn.       
• Assault, 12:39 a.m., Hall.       
• Traffic hazard, 12:45 a.m., W. 

State.     
• Warrant arrest,  
Saturday
• General assist, 6:44 a.m., W. 

Mary.      
• General assist, 3:03 p.m., Pearl.        
Sunday 
• Warrant arrest, 10:30 p.m., W. 

State.  

GREENVILLE — Police responded 
to 40 complaints Friday through 
Sunday. Incidents include:

FRIDAY
• Retail fraud first degree, 12:15 

a.m., W. Carson City.       
• Fingerprints, 8:45 a.m., S. 

Lafayette.       
• False alarms (not fire alarms), 

12:50 p.m., S. Greenville West.     
• Larceny other — gasoline, self 

service station, W. Washington.  
SATURDAY

• Property damage accident/per-
sonal injury accident, 7:16 a.m., 
Lafayette and Van Deinse.      

• Disturbing the peace, 11:53 a.m., 
E. Union.       

• Suspicious situation/person/vehi-
cle, 2:56 p.m., Edgewood and Lamb.    

• Assist to EMS/non-medical and 
medical, 9:18 p.m., E. Oak.  

SUNDAY
• Operating with blood alcohol 

content of .08 percent or more, 1:04 
a.m., Judd and Merry Lane.      

• Operating under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor, 2:15 a.m., Cross 
and Grove.       

• Suspicious situation/person/vehi-
cle, 3:33 a.m., W. Washington.     

• Threats, 11:14 a.m., N. Smith.  

STANTON — Deputies from the 
Montcalm County Sheriff’s Office 
responded to 17 complaints Friday 
through Sunday.  

FRIDAY 
• Obstruction of justice, 9:02 a.m., 

State.      
• Trespassing, 9:16 a.m., Amy 

School.       
• Agency assist, 8:46 p.m., 

Lafayette.     
• Suspicious situation, 10:37 p.m., 

Palmer.          
SATURDAY

• Civil — non-criminal, 6:35 p.m., 
Youngman.            

Sunday 
• Car-deer accident, 3:25 p.m., W. 

Muskrat and S. Nevins.      
• Domestic disturbance, 6:08 p.m., 

Greenville.       
• Domestic disturbance, 7:39 p.m., 

Shaw.     
• Obstruction of justice, 8:57 p.m., 

State.  

STANTON — Montcalm County 
Central Dispatch reported the follow-
ing fire Sunday:        

FRIDAY
• Mutual aid, 7:34 a.m., W. South 

County Line, Sheridan Community Fire 
Department.   

• Personal injury accident, 10:18 
a.m., E. Howard City Edmore and Pine 
Grove, Home Township Fire Department 
and Richland Township Fire 
Department.      

• Vehicle fire, 10:36 a.m., S. Cedar 
Lake, Sheridan Community Fire 
Department and Carson City Fire 
Department. 

• Water accident, 4:23 p.m., 
Sandhill — Kent County, Montcalm 
Township Fire Department.  

• Hazardous material, 6:30 p.m., W. 
Fuller, Montcalm Township Fire 
Department.   

SATURDAY
• Vehicle fire, 6:49 p.m., 

Southbound 131, Sand Lake Fire 
Department.  

• Structure fire, 8:54 p.m., N. 
Arbogast, Lakeview District Fire 
Department, Maple Valley Township 
Fire Department and Howard City Fire 
Department. 

SUNDAY
• Fire alarms, 10:43 a.m., W. Main, 

Stanton Community Fire Department.      

Courtesy photo

James McBryde, a Mount Pleasant resident who appeared in two “Star Wars” mov-
ies, recently visited Montabella Junior/Senior High School to celebrate with sev-
enth and eighth graders the premiere of the new “Star Wars” movie “Rouge One: 
A Star Wars Story.” McBryde, who was an extra in “Star Wars: Episode II — Attack 
of the Clones,” and appeared as Ulfor Bombaasa in “Star Wars: Episode III — 
Revenge of the Sith,” spoke to students about his experiences and showed them 
rare props from the “Star Wars” series.

MONTABELLA ‘STAR WARS’ DAY

the procedure of closing out 
the grant.

Beutler said there is some 
ambiguity as to when that 
report will be finished 
because of the contractor 
Sheridan used for demolition 
and other details the village 
has to wrap up. However, 
that final report should be 
finished in May at the latest.

As to what will replace the 
Carnation building? The 
question remains.

“That’s up to the village to 
decide,” VanderLaan said.  “It 
will probably be commercial. 
There’s not enough land to 
put anything industrial 
there.”

mnelson@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8273

CARNATION
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N.C. gov-elect: End near for ‘bathroom bill’
BY JONATHAN DREW

Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — In a stunning develop-
ment, the North Carolina law widely derided 
as the “bathroom bill” appeared to be on its 
way out after it tarnished the state’s reputa-
tion, cost it scores of jobs and contributed to 
the Republican governor’s narrow loss.

Democratic Gov.-elect Roy Cooper 
announced Monday that legislators will hold 
a special session to repeal the law known as 
HB2 that limits protections for LGBT people. 
Undoing the law would be a step toward 
mending political divisions that remain raw 
well after Election Day. Just last week, law-
makers called a special session to strip Cooper 
of some of his authority before he takes office 
next month.

The passage of HB2 in March thrust North 
Carolina into a national debate on transgen-
der rights and harmed the state economically. 
The state missed out on new jobs as compa-
nies declined to expand in the state, while the 
cancellations of rock concerts and conven-
tions also exacted an economic impact. And 
in a huge symbolic blow to the basketball-
crazy state, the NCAA and ACC moved 
events out of the state.

Monday’s surprising series of events began 
in the morning when the Charlotte City 
Council voted to undo its own local nondis-
crimination ordinance enacted in early 2016. 
That ordinance, Republicans legislators say, 
challenged social norms and spurred them to 
pass HB2.

“Senate Leader Phil Berger and House 

Speaker Tim Moore assured me that as a 
result of Charlotte’s vote, a special session 
will be called for Tuesday to repeal HB2 in 
full. I hope they will keep their word to me 
and with the help of Democrats in the legis-
lature, HB2 will be repealed in full,” Cooper 
said in a statement.

Shortly after that announcement, outgoing 
Republican Gov. Pat McCrory confirmed he 
would call lawmakers back to the Capitol in 
the final days of his term — but also accused 
Democrats of using the issue for political gain.

“This sudden reversal with little notice 
after the gubernatorial election sadly proves 
this entire issue originated by the political left 
was all about politics and winning the gover-
nor’s race at the expense of Charlotte and our 
entire state,” said McCrory, a former Charlotte 
mayor.

HB2 requires transgender people to use 
restrooms corresponding with the sex on 
their birth certificate in many public build-
ings. It also excludes sexual orientation and 
gender identity from statewide antidiscrimi-
nation protections.

McCrory and lawmakers have defended 
the bathroom provisions as providing priva-
cy and safety by keeping men out of women’s 
restrooms. Opponents call it discriminatory.

The law was also seen as a referendum on 
McCrory, who became its national face. He 
lost by about 10,000 votes while fellow 
Republicans U.S. Sen. Richard Burr and 
President-elect Donald Trump won the state 
by comfortable margins. McCrory was the 
first sitting North Carolina governor elected 
to a four-year term to lose a re-election bid.

BY ELISABETH WALDON
Daily News news editor

STANTON — The 
Montcalm County Board of 
Commissioners took action on 
multiple agenda items during 
their last regular meeting of 
2016.

On Monday, commission-
ers approved a revised cost 
recovery/disposal policy for 
the sale of old or unusable 
county equipment — first to 
employees, then to the general 
public and finally to auction 
off.

“This will give employees 
the opportunity to buy some 
things at a reasonable rate,” 
said IT Director Eric 
McLaughlin, who revised the 
policy. “There’s plenty of kids 
and grandmas out there who 
want to get on Facebook and 
just need a working computer.”

“That’s what we’re hoping 
for, more people on Facebook,” 
joked Commissioner Patrick 
Q. Carr.

Commissioners also 
approved a recommendation 
from McLaughlin to accept a 
$4,265 bid from Collar Heating 
& Cooling in Crystal for a 
Comfort Aire mini split air 
conditioner to cool the IT 
server room in the basement 
of the Montcalm County 
Sheriff ’s Office. The county’s 
previous cooling system ceased 
working about two weeks ago. 
Funds for the new system will 
come from the county’s build-
ing maintenance fund.

Commissioners also voted 
to postpone taking a vote on 
ending a contract with the 
Kent County Equalization 
Department and transferring 
the supervision and daily 
operations of equalization 

duties to Montcalm County 
Register of Deeds Lori Wilson, 
as Kent County Equalization 
Director Matt Woodford was 
not able to attend Monday’s 
meeting. The matter will be 
discussed at the next regular 
meeting, which is scheduled 
for Jan. 10.

Commissioners also 
approved the following:

• Continuing to pay mem-
bership dues totaling $4,117.23 
to the West Michigan Regional 
Planning Commission.

• Sheriff ’s protection con-
tracts with Crystal Township, 
Reynolds Township and 
Howard City and allowing the 
sheriff to recall one full-time 
officer from laid-off status.

• Retaining the child sup-
port specialist position at the 
prosecutor’s office indefinitely 
with quarterly reviews to mark 
progress.

• Allowing Emergency 
Medical Services to sell a 2011 
Chevy 3500 to the highest bid-
der via M&W Auction Service.

• Changing the defined ben-
efit pension vesting schedules 
to match those of the deferred 
vesting schedules and elimi-
nate deferred vesting effective 
Jan. 1, 2017, via MERS.

• Eliminate the late retire-
ment option of the defined 
benefit pension plan for any 
employee hired on or after Jan. 
1, 2017, via MERS.

• Allow employees to use the 
retirement loan option 
through the defined contribu-
tion plan via MERS.

• Allowing the resource 
recovery coordinator to obtain 
bids for corrugated cardboard 
disposal for 2017.

ewaldon@staffordgroup.com
(616) 548-8276

Montcalm County BOC hosts final meeting of year


