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By Julie Pace and Jill Colvin
Of The Associated Press

LANGLEY,VA.>> On his first full day
in office President Donald Trump
on Saturday berated the media
over its coverage of his inaugura-
tion, and turned a bridge-build-
ing first visit to CIA headquarters
into an airing of grievances about
“dishonest” journalists. But it was
Trump who spread inaccuracies
about the size of the crowds at his
swearing in.

Standing in front of a memorial
for fallen CIA agents, Trump as-
sured intelligence officials, “I am
so behind you.” He made no men-
tion of his repeated criticism of
the intelligence agencies follow-
ing the election, including his
public challenges of their high-
confidence assessment that Rus-
sia meddled in the White House
race to help him win.

“There is nobody that feels
stronger about the intelligence
community and CIA than Donald
Trump,” he said, blaming any sug-
gestion of a “feud” on the media.

Trump’s decision to travel to
CIA headquarters so quickly af-
ter taking office was seen as an
attempt at a fresh start with
the intelligence agencies he will
now rely on for guidance as he
makes weighty national secu-
rity decisions. Following his pri-
vate meeting with top CIA lead-
ers, Trump said the U.S. had been
“restrained” in its efforts to com-
bat terrorism, calling the threat
“a level of evil we haven’t seen.”

WHITEHOUSE

Trump praises
CIA, questions
crowd numbers
at inauguration

By Linda Gittleman
For the Morning Sun

From outlandish rumors
claiming the Pine River is radio-
active — it is not — to far more
numerous and serious concerns
about health, the St. Louis con-
tamination occupies the minds
of most current and former res-
idents.

They want to know if the
health issues experienced by
their family members and them-
selves were caused by the chem-
icals left by the Velsicol Chem-
ical Co.

It wasn’t always this way.
For decades, the most com-

mon belief was that everything
was fine. Pollution of the ground
and river wasn’t even on the ra-
dar screen.

In fact, Jeff Salisbury who
grew up in the St. Louis area
can still hear his grandmother
saying, “there isn’t anything
wrong with DDT” since a cou-
ple of calves once ate a bucket of
it and nothing was wrong with
them.

His grandmother had worked
at the then Michigan Chemical
Co. during World War II and
routinely brought home free
samples of the pesticide.

He can also remember the
spraying for mosquitoes around
his family’s farm.

But when Salisbury, now 49,
entered kindergarten he began
having convulsions. Taken to
one doctor after another, it was
years before one doctor provided

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Why it’s
important
to map out
health issues

ByLindaGittleman
For the Morning Sun

The first ever health study in
the St. Louis area has been con-
ducted by Emory University.

The focus is on PBB — the
worst food contamination in the
history of the U.S.

Fire retardant was mixed with
cattle feed in 1973, thereafter
leaving its unhealthy foot prints
in generations to come.

But PBB — manufactured at
the St. Louis Velsicol Chemical
plant — wasn’t the only chemical
made there. DDT, among others,
was another major one, although
production of that ceased in the

1960s.
Now, another study has been

added, started by a hometown
girl: Joanne Hall Scalf.

It’s called the Pine River Super-
fund Voluntary Health Map, and
it’s open to all St. Louis residents
and former residents as well as
those who worked at the plant.

And, it will be a map when fin-
ished, indicating which locations
had what kind of illnesses.

“Over the years, I have been
hearing from many friends and
relatives about their health issues
and concerns,” Scalf said.

“Many times most people
would say that they had a strong
belief that people from St. Louis

had more health issues (includ-
ing cancers and other major is-
sues) than other people they knew
but they lacked any real data that
would show that this was true or
false.

“I began to wonder why people
would think this and more impor-
tantly if this thought is so preva-
lent, then why has there not been
a study devoted to the people of
St Louis?”

This led her to start gathering
data, “in hopes that a time in the
near future when a researcher
might want to compile it and re-
search it further.”

Dr. Tom Corbett, one of the
early whistle blowers of the PBB

disaster, provided her with lots of
help, she said.

A little while later, Scalf, who
now lives in Texas, was put to-
gether with Dr. John Clements, a
sociology and environmental pro-
fessor at Central Michigan Uni-
versity.

He and his graduate students
are working on the project.

About 200 one-page question-
naires have been requested and
sent out, and nearly 50 have been
sent back so far.

For Clements, the project was
right up his alley and he was in-
terested in helping, he said.

He and his graduate students

Newhealth study andmap
in theworks for St. Louis

Protest around the nation:
Check inside A3 for more on
the protest from across the

nation
LISA YANICK-JONAITIS — THE MORNING SUN

Jaime Dunlap of Lake Isabella holds a sign during the Clare People’s Rally on Saturday.

By Lisa Yanick-Jonaitis
ljonaitis@michigannewspapers.com
@lisayj_msun on Twitter

In Jaime Dunlap’s experience,
something has changed since the
presidential election.

Dunlap, a Lake Isabella resident
who wears a Yamaka where ever
he goes said he was in a grocery
store recently when he encoun-
tered the first bigoted treatment
he’s experienced in decades.

“A stranger called me a ‘dirty
kike’ right in the grocery store.
We had a few words,” Dunlap said.
“The last time I remember feeling
that was in high school 30 years
ago.”

That experience, coupled with
the recent treatment of his trans-
gender teenage son — Dunlap said
the harassment got so bad his son
switched high schools — was all
the motivation he needed to at-
tend the People’s Rally in down-
town Clare on Saturday.

“I do feel like the hatred and vit-
riol boiled over,” Dunlap said as he
held a sign containing symbols for
peace, love and words supporting
Planned Parenthood. “Some peo-
ple are emboldened; I want to sup-
port freedom.”

Dunlap, a disabled Army vet-
eran and self-proclaimed stay-at-
home-dad and “house husband.”
was one of dozens participating in
what was designed to be a sister
rally to the March in Washington
D.C. the day following President
Donald Trump’s inauguration.

As political leaders and others
shared thoughts from the gazebo
in the center of Clare City Park,
rally organizer Sarah Gray handed
out safety pins —a symbol of sup-
port and unity— along with infor-
mation on how to contact politi-
cians all the way up to the Presi-
dent himself.

Gray and three others began
talking about how to support the
message of the D.C., rally, she said,
and the group decided they could
do the same thing in Clare.

“We want to show there are like-
minded individuals who share the
same ideals; we are against oppres-
sion, sexism, racism, bigotry and
hate,” she said. “We wanted a more
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BURDEN, MARIE FRANCIS
Age almost 102, passed
from this life surround-
ed by her loving family,
January 14, 2017, at
Isabella County Medi-
cal Care Facility. Ma-
rie was born April 11,
1915, in Rosebush MI
to Thomas Earl and
Josephine (Bader) Mc-
Reavy. On August 28,
1933, Marie married
the love of her life, Wil-
liam (Bill) Burden. Ma-
rie and Bill were mar-
ried for 79 joyful years
and raised four chil-

dren, all while lifelong residents of Mt. Pleasant’s
West Side. They enjoyed many winters as “Snow
Birds” in Zephyrhills, FL. Marie was a wonder-
ful and loving wife, mother, and grandmother to
five generations. She was a talented homemaker,
seamstress, baker and crocheter, and worked at
the downtown Economy five-and-dime store. Her
family contributes Marie to her husband living to
a great age of 105-1/2! Marie is survived by her
sons; Donald and Harry Burden, of Mt. Pleasant
MI, daughter; Betty (Virgil) Coomer, of Weidman,
MI, along with many grandchildren, great-grand-
children and great-great-grandchildren, sisters;
Mildred Block and Ruth Henry. Marie was preceded
in death by her parents, husband Bill, son Robert
Burden, and brother Robert McReavy. A memorial
service and Celebration of Life will be scheduled in
the Spring. Funeral arrangements are being han-
dled by Rowley Funeral Home, Mt Pleasant MI.
Memorial contributions may be made to Heartland
Hospice, Isabella County Medical Care Facility, Ga-
niard History Project, or the Isabella Community
Soup Kitchen. The family wishes to express their
gratitude for the excellent and loving care given to
Marie while she resided at Isabella County Medi-
cal Care Facility. Please share your thoughts and
memories with the family through www.rowleyfu-
neralhome.com ‘Honoring Traditions, Respecting
Change’
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MCCALLISTER, PHILIP
Lake resident, died peacefully January 16, 2017,at
age of 88, after a short illness. Phil wintered on Tybee
with his daughter and son-in-law, Judy and John
Milton. He enjoyed a long, healthy life, fly-fishing
Michigan’s trout streams, sailing the Great Lakes
and Atlantic Ocean, singing and acting in amateur
theater, and volunteering with the Boy Scouts. Phil
was a WWII veteran, University of Michigan gradu-
ate, and a professional civil engineer. He enjoyed
talking with everyone, a good cigar, and a glass of
wine. He was devoted to his family and to God. He
was a member of Living Hope Lutheran Church in
Farwell, Michigan. Special remembrance prayers
for him will be included in the 10 a.m., Sunday Ser-
vice at All Saints’ Episcopal Church on January,
29, 2017, 804 Jones Ave., Tybee Island. There will
be a gathering to celebrate his life in the church so-
cial hall after the service. Friends invited. Remem-
brances: Living Hope Lutheran Church, 2855 W.
Cadillac Dr., Farwell, MI 48622
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But in unscripted, steam-
of-consciousness remarks,
Trump appeared more fo-
cused on settling scores with
the media.

He defensively touted the
crowd size for his swearing-
in ceremony, wrongly claim-
ing that the throngs on the
National Mall stretched “all
the way back to the Wash-
ington Monument.” Photos
and video clearly showed the
crowd stopping well short of
the landmark.

Trump’s visit took place
as throngs of women, many
of them wearing bright
pink, pointy-eared hats, de-
scended on the nation’s cap-
ital and other cities around
the world for marches orga-
nized to push back against
the new president. Hun-
dreds of protesters lined the
motorcade route as Trump
sped back to the White
House, many screaming and
chanting at the president.

The Washington rally
alone attracted more than
500,000 people by the unoffi-
cial estimate of city officials.
It appeared to be more peo-
ple than attended Trump’s
inauguration on Friday, but
there were no comparable
numbers. The city did not
release an estimate for the
inauguration. The National

Park Service does not pro-
vide crowd counts.

During his remarks at the
CIA, the president claimed
the inaugural crowds topped
1 million people, offering no
evidence.

Suggestions that weak en-
thusiasm clearly irked the
new president. Shortly after
this remarks, he dispatched
his press secretary, Sean
Spicer, to the briefing room
to aggressively reinforce the
message.

“There’s been a lot of talk
in the media about hold-
ing Donald Trump account-
able. And I’m here to tell you
that it goes two ways. We’re
going to hold the press ac-
countable as well,” Spicer
said in his first appearance
in the White House briefing
room.

Trump, and later Spicer,
also slammed a Time mag-
azine reporter for incor-
rectly reporting Friday that
Trump had moved a bust
of Martin Luther King Jr.
out of the Oval Office. But
Trump followed with a mis-
statement of his own, say-
ing the reporter had not
corrected the mistake. In
fact, the item was quickly
retracted.

High-level CIA brass stood
largely silent during Trump’s
remarks, though some of
the roughly 400 other offi-
cers in attendance cheered
on the president during his
remarks.

Trump
FROMPAGE 1

a diagnosis of a form of
epilepsy.

He was given drugs and
they worked, allowing
him to play high school
football. The illness dis-
appeared at about age 30,
not long after his Type 1
diabetes kicked in.

Diabetes runs in his
family.

Kevin Leonard, now 47,
lives in Sumner, but he
too grew up in St. Louis.

A few days after he was
born, he had spinal men-
ingitis and his younger
sister was born with yel-
low jaundice.

But a few years ago,
an ambulance had to
be called when Leonard
woke up one morning un-
able to move- paralyzed
from his waist down.

Turns out he had a
rare form of non- Hodg-
kin’s disease called Bur-
kette’s lymphoma, an ill-
ness more commonly seen
among African boys.

“It’s usually a silent
killer,” he said.

But because he had a
very rare tumor, doctors
were able to remove it and
he’s fine today.

Yet like nearly all the
many residents who expe-
rienced health problems,
physicians made no con-
nection to the St. Louis
plant.

And, it’s very hard in-
deed to draw a direct line
from the chemical con-
taminants to health is-
sues.

“I personally believe
there is a straight line
(from the chemical com-
pany to illnesses),” Salis-
bury said.

It should be up to the
health professionals/gov-
ernment to prove that
there isn’t, he added.

Prior to the 1980s,
there were a lot of heart
problems in Joanne Hall
Scalf’s family.

Scalf grew up in St.
Louis and now lives in
Texas and she’s the one
who originated the Pine
River Superfund Volun-
tary Health Map.

Since the 1980s, “sev-
eral members (of her fam-
ily) have had cancer, thy-
roid cancer and other

thyroid problems, auto-
immune diseases.

“I personally have had
my thyroid partially re-
moved and other pre-
cancerous cells found,”
she said

She’s also has a birth
defect as does one of her
children.

Ryan Serna, 39, of St.
Louis has so far escaped
health problems but he is
concerned.

He’s seen too many ill-
nesses and deaths.

“There’s too high a
rate of cancer for a small
town,” he said.

Minus the prison in-
mates, the population is
about 4,400.

It’s not unusual that
some frustrations are felt
by Serna and a few other
community members.

He believes the situa-
tion is such that “the gov-
ernment” should pay peo-
ple for their property and
the community be aban-
doned.

His views however,
aren’t shared by most
who have worked hard to
maintain their churches,
schools, parks and library
- all that and more which
makes up a community
and home town.

About $100 million was
spent on the clean up of
the sediment in the river,
a project completed by the
Environmental Protection
Agency in 2006.

Preliminary work on
the remediation of the
plant site has begun.

Even so, some remain
disturbed, like St. Louis
resident Kim LeVigne.

Her late brother was
born with a genital prob-
lem, and she said she
heard of other boys with
similar problems.

“But it was all hush
hush,” she said.

Pine River Superfund
Task Member Jane Keon
said she understood that
Emory University, which
conducted PBB tests a
few years ago, had in fact
learned of genital abnor-
malities in several males.

PBB, like DDT is the
other contaminant be-
lieved to be the major
causes of health problems
in the area.

According to Alma Col-
lege Professor Ed Lorenz,
speakers from Africa at
the international confer-
ence on DDT hosted by
the college a few years
ago spoke at some length
about the significant num-
bers of genital abnormal-
ities found among infants
in African villages that
continue to use DDT.

“This is qualified -
more research is needed
on cause and effect, but
it seemed to raise ques-
tions,” Lorenz said

Those are just a few of
the reasons Scalf began
the project.

Mapping
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visible presence.”
Billed as a “peaceful,

non-partisan, all-inclu-
sive assembly im the spirit
of democracy,” The rally
in Clare was subdued and
calm, though at least one
passerby yelled obscenities
from a car window. Sister

marches to the D.C. Wom-
en’s March were sched-
uled in all 50 states Satur-
day, including several in
Michigan, all with similar
messages of unity and ex-
pressing a desire to support
equality.

“Make your voices heard,”
said Robert Townsend, who
ran but lost for the 97th
House seat this past Novem-
ber. “Let’s keep hope.

Rally
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have collected the informa-
tion and have begun the
mapping process.

Exposure to contami-
nants is one of the factors
his students will look at as
well as determining if the
claim makes sense.

“Is there some correla-
tion?” he said.

His goal is to be honest
about what he’s learned,

Clearly, some health prob-
lems may not be related to
the chemicals.

They will want to com-
pare cancer data, for exam-
ple, with other communities
of similar size, he said.

He also said he wants to
be sure to do what the peo-
ple of St. Louis want.

A bigger study - with
more people and more data-
may likely be warranted,
Clements said.

This may be the first step
in getting other agencies in-
terested in studying the St.
Louis health issues.

He hopes to have a final
report to deliver to the Pine
River Superfund Task Force
at their April meeting.

More data is needed. Cur-
rent and former St. Louis
residents, as well as chem-
ical plant workers, are
asked to complete the one
page form. Request a form
by emailing ... pinerivers-
vhm@att.net.

Copies of the health ques-
tionnaire can also be picked
up at the front desk at T.A.
Cutler Memorial Library,
312 Michigan Ave, St Louis.

The library is open 10
a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday
through Friday and 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Saturday. Mail
completed forms to piner-
iversvhm@att.net, 1717 An-
gel Parkway, Suite 107, Al-
len, TX, 75002 or Attn. Jim
Hall / PRSVHM, PO Box 172,
St. Louis, Mich. 48880.
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Cardinal Donald Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington, left,
arrives as President Donald Trump, center, attends a
National Prayer Service at the National Cathedral in
Washington on Saturday.
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BURDEN, MARIE FRANCIS
Age 102, passed
from this life surround
ed by her loving family, 
January 14, 2017, at 
Isabella County Medi
cal Care Facility. Ma
rie was born April 11, 
1915, in Rosebush MI 
to Thomas Earl and 
Josephine (Bader) Mc- 
Reavy. On August 28, 
1933, Marie married 
the love of her life, Wil
liam (Bill) Burden. Ma
rie and Bill were mar
ried for 79 joyful years 
and raised four chil

dren, all while lifelong residents of Mt. Pleasant’s 
West Side. They enjoyed many winters as “Snow 
Birds” in Zephyrhills, FL. Marie was a wonder
ful and loving wife, mother, and grandmother to 
five generations. She was a talented homemaker, 
seamstress, baker and crocheter, and worked at 
the downtown Economy five-and-dime store. Her 
family contributes Marie to her husband living to 
a great age of 105-1/2! Marie is survived by her 
sons; Donald and Harry Burden, of Mt. Pleasant 
MI, daughter; Betty (Virgil) Coomer, of Weidman, 
MI, along with many grandchildren, great-grand- 
children and great-great-grandchildren, sisters; 
Mildred Block and Ruth Henry. Marie was preceded 
in death by her parents, husband Bill, son Robert 
Burden, and brother Robert McReavy. A memorial 
service and Celebration of Life will be scheduled in 
the Spring. Funeral arrangements are being han
dled by Rowley Funeral Home, Mt Pleasant MI. 
Memorial contributions may be made to Heartland 
Hospice, Isabella County Medical Care Facility, Ga- 
niard History Project, or the Isabella Community 
Soup Kitchen. The family wishes to express their 
gratitude for the excellent and loving care given to 
Marie while she resided at Isabella County Medi
cal Care Facility. Please share your thoughts and 
memories with the family through www.rowleyfu- 
neralhome.com ‘Honoring Traditions, Respecting 
Change’

WOODBURY, LEWIS CHARLES
Age 82 of St. Louis went 
to be with his Lord on 
Friday, January 20, 
2017 at his home while 
with his wife, daugh
ter, family, and friends 
by his side after a five 
year battle with can
cer. Lewis was born 
October 21, 1934 to 
Robert and Dora (Lilly) 
Woodbury. He proudly 
joined the U.S. Airforce 
and served from June 
15, 1952 to June 15, 
1956. Lewis married 
Viola Mae Ward on May 

5, 1956. He retired January 31, 1993 from Gen
eral Motors Oldsmobile after 28 years. Lewis and 
his wife loved hunting and fishing trips to Montana 
and Canada. He had a great passion for raising 
and working Belgium horses ever since his child
hood. Lewis was also into antique cars and horse 
drawn equipment. He also enjoyed working on 
the saw mill, woodworking, and heavy equipment. 
Lewis is survived by his wife Viola of 60 years; his 
daughter Dana Lee (Edward) Lowery of Brecken- 
ridge; 6 grandchildren; 27 great grandchildren; 1 
great great grandson; 5 siblings Walter (Dorothy) 
Woodbury of Three Rivers, James (Janet Kochan- 
ny) Woodbury of Midland, Marie Mixdorf of Flint, 
Mary (Allen) Mason of Midland, and Rosia (George) 
Wylie of Gladwin; and many nieces and nephews. 
Lewis is preceded by both his parents, his 3 broth
ers Junior, Johnny, and Leon, and great grand
daughter Dana Mae Rojas. Funeral services will 
be Tuesday, January 24 at 11 a.m. at the Berry 
Funeral Home in Shepherd with Pastor Nate Tes
ter officiating. There will be Visitation on Monday, 
January 23 from 4-8 p.m. He will be deeply missed 
by all who knew and loved him.

MAYES, LORAINE MARTHA
Age 77, of St. Louis, 
MI, passed away Fri
day, January 20, 2017, 
at Masonic Pathways, 
Alma, MI. Funeral Ser
vices will be held at 
First United Method
ist Church, St. Louis, 
MI, at 11:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday, January 
25, 2017, with Pastor 
Terri Bentley officiat
ing. Visitation will be 
held on Monday, Janu
ary 23, 2017 from 5-8 
p.m. and also on Tues
day, January 24, 2017 

from 2-8 p.m. with family present from 2-4 and 6-8 
p.m. at Smith Family Funeral Homes, St. Louis, 
MI. Loraine was born in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan on 
September 23, 1939, the daughter of J. Allen and 
Erma (Coburn) Lampman. She graduated from Mt. 
Pleasant High School with the class of 1957. Lo
raine went on to Central Michigan University where 
she received her Bachelors and Masters Degree in 
Education. She married Bill Mayes on June 24, 
1962 in Mt. Pleasant, MI. Bill passed away on Oc
tober 14, 2007. Loraine taught Spanish and Eng
lish at Rockford High School and St. Louis High 
School. She was also the guidance counselor at St. 
Louis High school. She retired from high school 
teaching in 1967 and went on to teach Continuing 
Education in St. Louis. She was the director of the 
Gratiot County Community Foundation retiring in 
2002. Loraine was very active at the First United 
Methodist Church of St. Louis, MI. She participat
ed in Bell Choir, United Methodist Women, Child 
Study Club, and spent 8 years on the United Meth
odist Conference Board of Ordained Ministry. Lo
raine enjoyed traveling; she studied in Mexico for 
two summers and traveled to Germany where she 
and Bill spent time observing how their schools 
operated. She started the Red Hat Society in St. 
Louis and also the Career Closet. Loraine enjoyed 
spending time at Eight Point Lake. She especially 
enjoyed spending time with her family. She is sur
vived by her children Mark Mayes, Todd Mayes, 
Karin and Mike Baxter, Tomiko Yamashita, grand
children; Vivica, Alexander, and Micah Baxter, sib
lings; Pam Jenkins, Marjorie and Kenneth Kelley, 
Jack and Arleen Lampman and special friend Bill 
Price. She was preceded in death by her parents 
and husband Bill. Memorials may be made to the 
Gratiot Community Foundation, 168 East Cen
ter Street, Ithaca, MI 48847. The family is being 
served by Smith Family Funeral Homes, St. Louis, 
Michigan. Online condolences can be sent to: 

www. smithfamilyfuner alhomes. com.

MCCALLISTER, PHILIP
Lake resident, died peacefully January 16, 2017,at 
age of 88, after a short illness. Phil wintered on Tybee 
with his daughter and son-in-law, Judy and John 
Milton. He enjoyed a long, healthy life, fly-fishing 
Michigan’s trout streams, sailing the Great Lakes 
and Atlantic Ocean, singing and acting in amateur 
theater, and volunteering with the Boy Scouts. Phil 
was a WWII veteran, University of Michigan gradu
ate, and a professional civil engineer. He enjoyed 
talking with everyone, a good cigar, and a glass of 
wine. He was devoted to his family and to God. He 
was a member of Living Hope Lutheran Church in 
Farwell, Michigan. Special remembrance prayers 
for him will be included in the 10 a.m., Sunday Ser
vice at All Saints’ Episcopal Church on January, 
29, 2017, 804 Jones Ave., Tybee Island. There will 
be a gathering to celebrate his life in the church so
cial hall after the service. Friends invited. Remem
brances: Living Hope Lutheran Church, 2855 W. 
Cadillac Dr., Farwell, MI 48622
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