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In Brief
From staff and wire reports

FUNERAL NOTICES

County’s 64B District Court 
to Montcalm County’s 8th 
Judicial Circuit Court last 
Monday after a more than 
two-hour preliminary exam-
ination featuring testimony 
from multiple witnesses, 
including Bosanic, Greenville 
Finance Director Brenda 
Howell, former Greenville 
clerk Deborah LeFever, Tad 
Harz, who briefly dated 
Christine Reiss, and Michigan 
State Police Det. Sgt. Denise 
Bentley, who was contacted 
after Blue Cross Blue Shield 
“received an anonymous tip 

regarding health care fraud.”
Mark’s trial date has not 

yet been scheduled. The Kent 
County Prosecutor’s Office is 
acting as special prosecutor 
in the Montcalm County 
case.

Christine Reiss is awaiting 
trial in Kent County’s 17th 
Circuit Court.

Mark has been off work 
since around Christmastime 
2016. When contacted by 
The Daily News on Monday, 
he did not return a message 
seeking comment.

ewaldon@staffordgroup.com 
(616) 548-8276

WEDNESDAY
Eldon Rohn — 11 a.m., Trinity Evangelical Free Church, 

Stanton. (Barden Funeral Home, Stanton)
THURSDAY

June (Hemmingsen) Courter — 11 a.m, Cook Funeral 
Home, East Building, Grandville.

MARCH 24
Pastor Norman H. Street — 10 a.m., Hurst Funeral Home, 

Greenville.

JUNE (HEMMINGSEN) COURTER , 93
GRANDVILLE — June (Hemmingsen) Courter, 93, died 

Saturday. Visitation will be from 2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday at Cook Funeral Home, (West Building), 
Grandville, and from 10 to 11 a.m. Thursday (Cook — East 
Building-Memorial Chapel), followed by the funeral service. 
Interment will be in Sidney Township Cemetery. Arrangements 
entrusted to Cook Funeral Home, Grandville, www.cook-
cares.com.

PASTOR NORMAN H. STREET, 99
GREENVILLE — Pastor Norman H. Street, 99, of 

Greenville, died Sunday. Funeral services will be 10 a.m. 
March 24 at Hurst Funeral Home, Greenville, with visitation 
from 6 to 8 p.m. March 23 at the funeral home. A full notice 
will be published in a future edition of The Daily News, www.
hurstfh.com.

Obituary on Page 8

Montcalm County 
hears audit update

STANTON — The 
Montcalm County Finance & 
Personnel Committee heard 
some hopeful news Monday 
from the county’s new auditor.

Joe Verlin of Gabridge & 
Co., a Grand Rapids-based 
auditing firm, updated commis-
sioners on the ongoing county 
audit. 

Last year, commissioners 
hired Gabridge after deciding 
not to renew the county’s con-
tract with Abraham & Gaffney 
due to alleged errors and irreg-
ularities with work performed 
by Abraham & Gaffney and the 
county’s former controller-
administrator Chris Hyzer. Last 
month, commissioners took the 
severed contract a step further 
by hiring Clark Hill of Detroit to 
investigate and possibly bring 
a lawsuit against Abraham & 
Gaffney.

On Monday, Verlin reported 
that while the county’s total 
net position has decreased by 
$1.6 million in the past year, 
the county’s general fund has 
increased by $3 million, a posi-
tive sign.

Verlin also reported the 
county’s incorrect journal 
entries have been entirely 
resolved thanks to work done 
by Rehmann Robson, a Troy-
based accounting firm hired by 
the county.

Several other items are still 
being worked on, including 
unfavorable budget variances, 
a delinquent audit report, bank 
reconciliations and fund bal-
ance deficits.

DIRECTOR RESIGNS
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A PARTIAL HISTORY OF POLICE CHIEFS IN THE CITY OF GREENVILLE

• Jerry Sage: October 1945 to April 1977 (retired).

• Louis Disser: April 1977 to July 1979 (resigned to take another 
job amid some controversy).

• Garry Duram: January 1980 to January 1987 (took another job). 
Duram was responsible for designing and implementing the merger of 
police, fire and code enforcement activities into a public safety depart-
ment in Greenville.

• James St. Louis: August 1987 to July 1990 (took another job).

• Bruce Schnepp: July 1990 to April 2007 (retired).

• Michael Stuck: June 2007 to December 2011 (retired).

• Michael Pousak: March 26, 2012, to March 29, 2013 (relocated 
to be with family).

• Mark Reiss: August 2013 to Monday (resigned due to ongoing 
health care fraud allegations and pending court trial).

she accepted the award. “It’s 
by working together toward 
the greater good that we 
change the world, and so in a 
very real sense, part of this 
award belongs to each of 
you.”

Schuleit’s work in the 
community includes serving 
on the Greenville City 
Council, sitting on various 
boards with Spectrum Health 
and United and Kelsey hospi-
tals, teaching Sunday school 
at Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Church and being involved 
in myriad of organizations, 
including the Greenville Area 
Community Foundation, 
Greenville Optimist Camp 
and Habitat for Humanity. 

“There are so many needs 
that are there that any kind of 
community service or public 
service wakes you up and 
makes you aware,” Schuleit 
said. “The benefit we receive 
(from volunteering) is far 
greater than anything you 
can imagine. There is some-
thing about waking up on a 
school day morning and 
knowing it’s your turn to 
bring sunshine into young 
lives.”

Schuleit thanked her par-
ents for planting the seed of 
service in her by taking her 
along on their own commu-
nity activities before she 
could even walk. It’s a virtue 
she is thankful was instilled 
in her. 

Besides the award, 
Saturday’s charity ball 
included a silent and live auc-
tion, raffle and balloon game 
to raise funds for renovations 
of the Spectrum Health 
Cancer Center at United 
Hospital. 

“We will be able to create 

an even better healing envi-
ronment that can give 
patients and their families a 
sense of control in stressful 
situations, allowing for more 
comfortable treatment rest 
and recovery,” said Dr. John 
Merchun, chief of radiology 
and Spectrum Health United 
Hospital and fundraising 

committee co-chair.
About 450 people attended 

Saturday’s charity ball. The 
Spectrum Health Foundation 
is still calculating the total 
amount raised during the 
event. 

mnelson@staffordgroup.com 
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CHARITY BALL

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Guests at Saturday’s Spectrum Health Charity Ball enjoyed dancing to songs performed 
by the Simone Vitale Band.

Karen Carbonelli, chairwoman of Spectrum Health 
Foundation United and Kelsey Hospitals, welcomed 
attendees to Saturday’s Spectrum Health Charity Ball and 
congratulated Fran Schuleit for being the recipient of this 
year’s Fred and Lena Meijer Spirit of Caring Award.

BELDING — Police responded to 
19 complaints Friday through Sunday. 
Incidents included:  

FRIDAY

• Preliminary breath test, Belding 
Police Department.        

• Obstructing justice, 7:14 p.m., W. 
Washington.     

SATURDAY

• Preliminary breath test, Belding 
Police Department.           

• General assist, 4:55 a.m., 
Johnson.       

• Trespass, 9:25 p.m., W. Main.    
• Property damage accident, 11:40 

p.m., Belding. 
SUNDAY

• Preliminary breath test, Belding 
Police Department.     

• Civil matter, 1:15 a.m., Kenwood.       
• General assist, 2:32 p.m., 

Brentwood.    
• Minor in possession of alcohol, 

11:50 p.m., W. State.   
 
GREENVILLE — Police responded 

to 26 complaints Friday through 
Sunday. Incidents included: 

FRIDAY

• Property damage accident/per-
sonal injury accident, 11:51 a.m., 
Washington and Lincoln.    

• Trespass, 5:06 p.m., Ranney.       
• Hit and run, 6:24 p.m., 

Maplewood.    
• Indecent exposure, 7:16 p.m., S. 

Greenville West.     
SATURDAY

• Civil matters and PPO service, 
1:30 a.m., W. Cass.    

• Lost/found property, 8:04 a.m., E. 
Washington.       

• Electrical wiring/equipment prob-
lems/other, 6:45 p.m., Van Deinse.    

• Suspicious situation/person/vehi-
cle, E. Washington.    

SUNDAY

• Liquor inspections, 12:44 a.m., S. 
Lafayette.     

• Suspicious situation/person/vehi-
cle, 2:27 a.m., Dodge.      

• Assist other police agency - arrest, 
4:06 a.m., Dodge.    

• Miscellaneous (city code), 3:51 
a.m., E. Washington.

STANTON — Police responded to 
16 complaints Friday and Saturday. 
Incidents included: 

FRIDAY

• Car-deer accident, 8:22 a.m., N. 
Mussen and W. Hillis.     

• Traffic hazard, 3:25 p.m., Jenks 
and Sheridan.       

• Agency assist, 6:39 p.m., 
Maplewood. 

• Malicious destruction of property, 
9:59 p.m., Main.   

SATURDAY 
• Disturbing the peace, 11:34 a.m., 

White.     
• Larceny, 4:07 p.m., Dagget.      

STANTON — Montcalm County 
Central Dispatch reported the follow-
ing fire calls:

FRIDAY

• Alarm, 12:55 a.m., Callaghan, 
Greenville Department of Public Safety.     

• Carbon monoxide, 2:13 p.m., N. 
Maple Hill, Howard City Fire 
Department.       

• Alarm, 7 p.m., Richland Township 
Fire Department.    

• Miscellaneous situation, 7:16 
p.m., N. Lafayette and W. Greenville 
West.         

SATURDAY 
• Wires, 7:55 p.m., E. Van Deinse, 

Greenville Department of Public Safety.    
• Structure fire, 6:45 p.m., W. Briggs, 

Lakeview District Fire Department, 
Maple Valley Township Fire Department 
and Montcalm Township Fire 
Department.            

POLICE REPORTS

decided to run for New York’s 
City Council the day after 
Trump’s election. Her 
12-year-old son refused to 
wear his coat that day even 
though it was cold. He didn’t 
want to be seen in a hoodie, 
believing Trump would bring 
back “stop and frisk,” said 
Daniel, who is black.

“I couldn’t face my kids,” 
said Daniel, a mother of two 
who lives in the Bedford-
Stuyvesant neighborhood of 
Brooklyn. “So right then and 
there I decided to jump in.”

Lourdes Cruz said she long 
thought about running for 
office but seeing the first steps 
taken by the Trump adminis-
tration solidified her decision.

The 32-year-old social 
worker from Yorba Linda, 
California, has never held 
elected office and plans to 
run for city council or the 
state assembly in 2018.

“What the actions are now, 
it is very scary as a country to 
see that one person can have 
so much power,” said Cruz, a 
naturalized U.S. citizen origi-
nally from Mexico.

Erin Loos-Cutraro, co-
founder of She Should Run, a 
nonpartisan group that 
encourages women to seek 
office, said the group’s site 
usually gets about 100-200 
women a month expressing 
interest in their programs. 
Since the election, it’s been 
close to 6,000.

Karen Hinks, founder of 
WeLead OC, said she’s seen at 
least 15 groups spring up in 
Orange County, California, 
since the women’s march was 
put together.

“Every day there’s another 
group that sprouts up, and it 
is all women that are doing 
this,” said Hinks, whose orga-
nization trains Democratic 
women to run for office and 
work on political campaigns.

It’s not just Democratic-
leaning women seeking to 
expand the diversity of elect-
ed officeholders. The 
Republican State Leadership 
Committee’s Future Majority 
Project, an initiative that 
seeks diverse GOP candi-
dates, is identifying and 
recruiting state-level candi-
dates after a successful 2016.

Republican State 
Leadership Committee 
spokeswoman Ellie 
Hockenbury points to 
Patricia Rucker, a first-gener-
ation American from 
Venezuela who in November 
won a seat in the West 
Virginia Senate. And 
Republican Affie Ellis became 
the first Native American 
woman to win a seat in the 
Wyoming Legislature, 
Hockenbury said.

“The 2016 election cycle 
saw political engagement at 
every level of government in 
ways we have not seen in 
years,” Hockenbury said.

In addition, some female 
political veterans also are tak-
ing a shot at history. For 
example, Debra Haaland, the 
outgoing chair of the New 
Mexico Democratic Party, is 
mulling a run for a congres-
sional seat in 2018. If elected, 
the enrolled member of the 
Laguna Pueblo would 
become the first Native 
American woman elected to 
Congress.

SEEKING OFFICE
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Canadian Prime Minister Trudeau talks 
trade with Trump at White House

BY CATHERINE LUCEY 
AND ROB GILLIES

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A 
political odd couple, 
President Donald Trump and 
Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau resolutely 
played up their similarities at 
their first meeting Monday, 
even as obvious differences 
lurked behind their public 
smiles.

After their White House 
meeting, the North American 
neighbors emerged to hail 
their close ties, with Trump 
promising to “build upon 
our very historic friendship” 
and Trudeau noting the “spe-
cial” bond between the coun-
tries.

But it was hard to escape 
their contrasting worldviews.

Speaking to reporters, 
Trump defended his restric-
tive refugee and immigration 
orders, saying that “we can-
not let the wrong people in.” 
Trudeau, on the other hand, 
said Canada continues to 
“pursue our policies of open-
ness.”

Trudeau later acknowl-
edged that there are times 
when the two countries dif-
fer. But he said, “The last 
thing Canadians expect is for 
me to come down and lecture 
another country on how they 
chose to govern themselves.”

During their post-meeting 
news conference, the report-
ers Trump called on did not 
ask about two pressing issues 
of the day — the future of 
embattled National Security 
Adviser Michael Flynn and 
North Korea’s reported bal-
listic missile launch.

The stakes for Trudeau in 
his Washington visit are high: 
He is seeking to ensure 
Canada is not crippled as 
Trump re-negotiates the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement. And he got much 

of what he was looking for. 
Trump praised the “out-
standing” trade relationship 
between the United States 
and Canada and said he 
would only be “tweaking” it 
going forward.

“We’ll be doing certain 
things that are going to bene-
fit both of our countries. It’s a 
much less severe situation 
than what’s taking place on 
the southern border,” said 
Trump, who has been strongly 
critical of America’s trade sit-
uation with Mexico.

Trade relations with the 
U.S. are crucial to Canada as 
more than 75 percent of 
Canada’s exports and 98 per-
cent of its oil exports go to the 
U.S., while 18 percent of 
American exports go to 
Canada.

Monday’s meeting was 
billed as one the most impor-
tant for a Canadian leader with 
a U.S. president in decades 
because of Canada’s heavy reli-
ance on its southern neighbor.

Trump greeted Trudeau 
with a firm handshake as the 
Canadian arrived at the White 
House on a blustery morning. 
The two posed silently before 
reporters, until Trump sug-
gested they shake hands for the 
cameras. Trudeau did bring a 
personal gift — a photo of 
Trump with Trudeau’s father, 
the late Canadian Prime 
Minister Pierre Trudeau.

Justin Trudeau, age 45, and 
Trump, age 70, have vastly dif-
ferent outlooks on the world.

Trudeau is a liberal who 
champions free trade and has 
welcomed 40,000 Syrian refu-
gees. He calls himself a femi-
nist and women make up half 
his Cabinet.

Trump has few women in 
his Cabinet. He has taken a 
protectionist stance on trade 
and wants to crack down on 
the inflow of migrants and 
refugees. His order to tempo-
rarily halt entry into the U.S. 

by people from seven predom-
inantly Muslim nations is cur-
rently tied up in court.

Trump already has been 
good for Canada as he has said 
he’ll expedite approval of the 
Keystone XL pipeline. The 
pipeline from Alberta through 
America’s midsection would 
carry more than one-fifth of 
the oil Canada exports to the 
United States. Former 
President Barack Obama 
turned down the pipeline, a 
major blow to Canada’s oil 
industry.

Canada has the third largest 
known oil reserves in the world 
and needs infrastructure to 
export its growing oil sands 
production. The country is 
America’s largest supplier of 
foreign oil.

In addition to private meet-
ings, the leaders held a round-
table discussion with female 
executives from the U.S. and 
Canada and announced a task 
force focused on women in the 
workforce.

Trump’s daughter Ivanka 
Trump was in attendance at 
the meeting and helped recruit 
participants and set the agen-
da, fresh evidence of her policy 
influence.

Said Trump: “In order to 
create economic growth and 
lots of very good, well-paying 
jobs, we must ensure that our 
economy is a place where 
women can work and thrive, 
and I think that’s happening in 
the United States much more 
so. And Ivanka is very much 
involved in this. And I appreci-
ate you being involved in it.”

Trudeau’s Canadian admin-
istration suggested the task 
force as a way to work on a 
shared interest. Dina Powell, 
assistant to the president and 
senior counselor for economic 
initiatives, worked to set up the 
event, along with Katie Telford, 
Trudeau’s chief of staff and 
Canadian Foreign Minister 
Chrystia Freeland.


