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INSIDE 
TODAY

WEATHER
Today:  

Cloudy, 50 
percent chance 
of snow, high in 
the upper 20s

Tonight:  
Mostly to partly 

cloudy, low 
15 to 20

Thursday:  
Partly to mostly 

sunny, light 
winds, high 
around 30

Greenville High 
School hosts 
“The Good 

Doctor,”
Page 3

AREA

*$3500 Bonus allowance is applicable to 
vehicles priced $15900 or more. $3500 

Bonus Cash is not elligible with any other 
offers. In stock vehicles only. Formula pricing 
not compatible. Additional restrictions apply. 
See dealer for details. Offer expires 3/31/17.

$3500
LIMITED TIME ONLY!

edkoehn.com

Ed Koehn
AUTOMOTIVE

FOR YOUR

TRADE

BONUS
CASH/TRADE*

Trade-up to a better car or 
truck by visiting any Ed Koehn 

Automotive dealership.

237629

Keep your cool.
Running your car’s air conditioner can 

help your heart. When people kept the 
air on during their 2-hour commute, 

their heart-rate variability was as much 
as 32 percent better than that of people 
who rolled their windows down instead.

Tip

SPONSORED BY

Rick Anderson
Excavating237026

232830

FEBRUARY 17, 2017FEBRUARY 17 2017

GREENVILLE LIONS CLUB SPAGHETTI DINNER

Meat Or Meatless 
Sauce Available

Help support the Greenville Lions Club Community Projects

AMERICAN LEGION HALL GREENVILLE 
5:00 TO 7:00 P.M.
ADULTS  $6
KIDS 12 & Under $3

237907

PLEASE NOTE 
REVISED 

STARTING 
TIME

Montcalm County hears 
report from new auditor
■ Commissioners plan to  
promote accountant to CFO

BY ELISABETH WALDON
Daily News news editor

STANTON — The Montcalm County 
Finance & Personnel Committee heard some 
hopeful news Monday from the county’s new 
auditor.

Joe Verlin of Gabridge & Co., a Grand 
Rapids-based auditing firm, updated com-
missioners on the ongoing county audit. 

In 2016, commissioners hired Gabridge 
after deciding not to renew the county’s con-
tract with Abraham & Gaffney due to alleged 
errors and irregularities with work per-
formed by Abraham & Gaffney and the 
county’s former controller-administrator 
Chris Hyzer. Last month, commissioners 

took the severed contract a step further by 
hiring Clark Hill of Detroit to investigate and 
possibly bring a lawsuit against Abraham & 
Gaffney.

On Monday, Verlin reported that while the 
county’s total net position has decreased by 
$1.6 million in the past year, the county’s 
general fund now has a “substantial increase” 
of $3 million, which puts the fund in a “rea-
sonably healthy, stable condition.” Gabridge 
officials will present an official audit report 
to the county in mid-March based on the 
county’s status as of Sept. 30, 2016.

“We will be issuing an unmodified opin-
ion,” Verlin told commissioners. “The finan-
cial statements are going to respect the finan-
cial situation of the county. Unmodified 
doesn’t sound all that exciting, but it is a 

FATAL CRASH

BY CORY SMITH
Daily News staff writer

MONTCALM TOWNSHIP — A 
two-vehicle head-on crash Tuesday 
morning resulted in the death of 
one of the drivers. 

Troopers from the Michigan 
State Police Lakeview Post respond-
ed to the fatal traffic crash at 
approximately 11:10 a.m. on Sidney 
Road about two miles east of M-91 
between Fitzner and Berridge 

roads.
According to Sgt. Kelly 

Linebaugh, a silver Honda passen-
ger car was traveling eastbound on 
Sidney Road when the driver of 
that vehicle crossed the center line 
into the westbound lane and into 
the path of a silver Ford F-250 
pickup truck. 

The male driver of the Honda 
was pronounced dead at the scene. 
His name is not being released at 
this time. 

The Daily News has identified 
the male driver of the F-250 pickup 
truck as Wayne Christiansen of 
Stanton, who sustained injuries in 
the crash and was transported by 
friends and family members to a 
local hospital. 

Curt Briggs of Lakeview said he 
was driving two vehicles behind 
the Honda when he noticed the 
Honda began to move erratically 

Daily News/Cory Smith

Michigan State Police Trooper Aaron McCormick, left, and Sgt. Kelly Linebaugh investigate the scene of a fatal 
car crash on Sidney Road in Montcalm Township on Tuesday morning.

Daily News/Meghan Nelson

Lakeview Village Manager Shay Gallagher presents the 2017-2018 fiscal 
year budget at Monday night’s Village Council meeting. 

Greenville 
schools 
focus on 
strategy 

BY EMILEE NIELSEN 
Daily News staff writer 

GREENVILLE — Strategic plan-
ning was the talk of the evening at the 
Greenville Board of Education meet-
ing Monday evening. 

Superintendent Linda Van Houten 
talked to the board about the strategic 
plan for Greenville Public Schools. 

Areas included in the discussion are 
academic achievement, career aware-
ness, communication and marketing 
and district infrastructure. Van Houten 
gave the board and members of the 
audience and update on the progress 
the district is making in accomplishing 
the goals of the strategic plan. 

“… we have made great progress in 
all areas,” she told The Daily News. 
“We are excited about the growth spe-
cifically in the area of academic 
achievement. We have made shifts in 
how we provide services and support 
to our students. Most of these shifts 
are specifically student-centered and 
(are) helping us prepare our students 
for the 21st century.” 

Strategies for achieving the dis-
trict’s goals include focuses on profes-
sional development for teachers, 
changed implementation of the multi-
tiered system of supports (MTSS) and 
positive behavior interventions and 
supports (PBIS) and a renewed focus 
on other post-secondary options for 
students outside of a college track. 

In the vein of MTSS, Chief 
Academics Officer Michelle 
Blaszczynski gave an update to the 
board about the different ways the 
district is choosing to move forward 
in implementing those supports. 

MTSS is a multi-tiered system of 
supports and intervention for stu-
dents at each grade level. There are 
three tiers which Blaszczynski likened 
to a pyramid. She said the goal is to 
have 80 to 90 percent of students at 

SEE AUDITOR, PAGE 2

SEE STRATEGY, PAGE 2

BY MEGHAN NELSON
Daily News staff writer

LAKEVIEW — For the past few 
months, Village Manager Shay 
Gallagher has been crunching num-
bers and planning for the 2017-2018 
fiscal year budget. 

Gallagher presented the budget 
proposal, complete with graphs and a 
list of themes to Lakeview Village 
Council on Monday night. 

The budget accounts for approxi-
mately $956,781 in expenses and 
$931,430 in revenue, creating a 
$25,351 deficit, which will come out 
of the general fund, which currently 

sits at $392,149
“We are going to run a small defi-

cit,” Gallagher said. “We are also 
going to have a couple of capital proj-
ects such as the extension of 10th 
Street by the pickle docks and paint-
ing the water tower.” 

The water and sewer funds both 
saw changes in this year’s budget in 
preparation for painting the water 
tower and the cleaning out bio-solids 
from Lakeview’s largest wastewater 
lagoon. 

“The lagoons have never been 
cleaned,” Department of Public 

Lakeview’s yearly budget 
makes room for projects

SEE FATAL, PAGE 2

SEE LAKEVIEW, PAGE 2

Man killed in head-on 
collision on Sidney Road
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clean opinion, and that 
should always be the county’s 
goal, to receive a clean opin-
ion.”

Verlin commended county 
officials for following 
through on their deficit elim-
ination plan with the 
Michigan Department of 
Treasury. He reported the 
county’s incorrect journal 
entries have been entirely 
resolved thanks to work done 
by Rehmann Robson, a Troy-
based accounting firm hired 
by the county.

“They have done their 
jobs, they’ve served the coun-
ty very well,” Verlin said. “A 
very clean product was deliv-
ered to us as part of the audit 
process.”

Several other items are still 
being worked on, including 
unfavorable budget varianc-
es, a delinquent audit report, 
bank reconciliations and 
fund balance deficits. Verlin 
also recommended the coun-
ty add more independent 
reviews of key financial 
transactions, document con-
trols and best practices for 
better accountability.

“There are a significant 
number of people at the 
county who have access to 
cash receipting, there are cer-
tain interactions that we 
think can be narrowed to a 
select group of people so 
there aren’t so many people 
with access,” he said. “Right 
now there’s so many people 
posting cash receipts.”

Commissioner Patrick Q. 
Carr of Lakeview asked about 
the county’s overall progress.

“What will we look like to 
the state when our audit is 
complete, compared to the 
rest of the counties in the 
state?” he asked. “Are we 
going to be in the middle of 
the pack, worse than average, 
a little above?”

“I think (the Department 
of) Treasury will be pleased 

by a couple of things,” Verlin 
answered. “First, that the 
county followed its deficit 
elimination plan. Secondary, 
the general fund showed an 
increase in fund balance. 
This will be a year where the 
county shows a strong 
increase in its general fund 
balance to the tune of about 
$3 million, and that will look 
good to Treasury.”

PROMOTION  
AND NEW HIRE

Montcalm County 
Controller-Administrator 
Robert Clingenpeel credited 
accountant Brenda Taeter 
and Treasurer JoAnne Vukin 
for much of the county’s 
financial progress. 
Clingenpeel has been think-
ing of ways to restructure his 
office and with that in mind, 
he recommended promoting 
Taeter to become the coun-
ty’s chief financial officer, a 
new position.

“I think she has certainly 
shown her abilities in this 
area and I think it’s probably 
something that should have 
been done awhile ago,” he 
said.

Clingenpeel also recom-
mended hiring a full-time 
finance clerk to be shared 

between the controller’s 
office and the treasurer’s 
office.

“We definitely need some-
body who has a good handle 
and grasp on finance,” he 
said. “The premium would 
be on somebody with experi-
ence. I certainly wouldn’t dis-
courage someone who works 
for the county from applying, 
but I think we need to open it 
up to everybody.”

Vukin agreed a shared 
finance clerk is needed 
between the two offices, “so 
we are never in a position like 
we were before, where the left 
hand didn’t know what the 
right hand is doing.”

“We would have a much 
greater handle on our finance 
side and I would be more 
involved in accounting the 
general ledger back to the 
bank statements,” Vukin said. 
“I would just like to see my 
office more involved so I feel 
better about understanding 
why we have the amount in 
the bank that we have, and 
that’s it’s OK.”

The committee recom-
mended both hiring propos-
als to the full board, which 
will next meet at 6 p.m. Feb. 
27.

ewaldon@staffordgroup.com  

2 DAILY NEWS • Wednesday, February 15, 2017

In Brief
From staff and wire reports

FUNERAL NOTICES

TODAY
Eldon Rohn — 11 a.m., 

Trinity Evangelical Free 
Church, Stanton. (Barden 
Funeral Home, Stanton)

THURSDAY
June (Hemmingsen) 

Courter — 11 a.m, Cook 
Funeral Home, East Building, 
Grandville.

FRIDAY
Brian P. Steffes — 

Visitation, 4 to 7 p.m., 
Johnson-Feuerstein Funeral 

Home, Belding. 

BRIAN P. STEFFES, 44
BELDING — Brian P. 

Steffes, 44, of Belding, died 
Tuesday. A memorial visita-
tion will be from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Friday at Johnson-Feuerstein 
Funeral Home, Belding, 
www.jffh.com. A complete 
obituary will be published on 
Thursday. 

Obituary on Page 6

DDA discusses 
downtown parking 

GREENVILLE — During 
Tuesday’s meeting of the 
Greenville Downtown 
Development Authority, mem-
bers took time to discuss an 
issue that has reared its head 
in the winter months. 

According to City Manager 
George Bosanic, the opening of 
several new downtown busi-
nesses has resulted in more 
patrons and employees operat-
ing throughout the downtown 
district, which has caused over-
night parking in city lots to 
become an issue. 

During the winter months, 
overnight parking in city lots is 
only available where designat-
ed, and those areas alternate 
between odd and even lot 
numbers on a nightly basis to 
allow for snow removal. 

However, some tenants 
have expressed frustration with 
their designated parking areas 
being occupied by nontenants. 

Bosanic said this revelation 
has become more frequent as 
bars and restaurants stay open 
later, resulting in employees 
sometime not leaving for home 
until between 3 and 4 a.m.  

As a result, members of the 
DDA are looking to form a 
committee to focus on the 
parking issue.

Stanton gets new 
mayor, city manager

STANTON — The Stanton 
City Commission yet again saw 
some personnel changes at 
Tuesday night’s meeting. 

The meeting opened with 
new City Clerk/Treasurer Lori 
Braman reading Larry 
Petersen’s resignation as 
Stanton’s mayor. 

“It is with sad feelings I 
submit my resignation,” 
Braman read from the letter.

Ken Burris was immediately 
sworn in as mayor. City 
Commissioner Karl Yoder was 
nominated and unanimously 
approved to be the new mayor 
pro tem.

City commissioners also 
ended their city manager 
search Tuesday night by unani-
mously offering acting City 
Manager Elizabeth Pynaert a 
one-year contract to work as 
Stanton’s full-time city manag-
er.

Flint hospital must 
address Legionella

LANSING — Michigan 
ordered a Flint hospital 
Tuesday to immediately comply 
with federal recommendations 
that were issued due to its 
association with a deadly 
Legionnaires’ disease outbreak, 
saying the hospital’s water sys-
tem is unsanitary and a possi-
ble source of illness.

The order, which was issued 
by the state Department of 
Health and Human Services, 
said McLaren Flint has insuffi-
ciently shown compliance with 
recommendations made by the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention in the fall.

The hospital fired back, 
accusing the state of providing 
“absolutely no support” during 
the 2014-2015 outbreak and 
retroactively casting blame 
after criminal charges were 
filed against 13 current or for-
mer state and city workers.

Some outside experts sus-
pect the spike in cases was 
linked to Flint’s improperly 
treated, lead-contaminated tap 
water, but the state said a 
review “has raised several new 
questions that require 
answers.”

The state cited a report from 
December 2014 in which a 
company that tested McLaren’s 
water said it seemed that the 
municipal water was not con-
tributing to the hospital’s 
Legionella bacteria issues and 
the problems instead were 
“likely internal to the hospital 
system.” 

Black bears booming 
in northern Michigan

LANSING — Michigan’s 
northern Lower Peninsula is 
experiencing a bear boom.

The black bear population 
has risen 29 percent in the 
region since 2012 and almost 
50 percent since 2000, accord-
ing to wildlife management 
specialist Kevin Swanson of the 
Department of Natural 
Resources.

Swanson says complaints 
about nuisance bears are 
increasing, especially in the 
Baldwin management unit, 
which extends from Muskegon 
County north to Leelanau 
County.

Mlive.com says Swanson 
recently told the state Natural 
Resources Commission the 
bear harvest should be 
increased significantly in the 
Baldwin area.

He says the Upper Peninsula 
population has grown by a 
more manageable 11 percent 
since 2012.

There are about 9,700 bears 
in the U.P. and over 15,000 
statewide. Swanson is propos-
ing a quota increase from 
5,806 in 2016 to 5,925 for the 
2017-18 season.

Daily News/Elisabeth Waldon

Joe Verlin of Gabridge & Co., a Grand Rapids-based auditing firm, updated Montcalm 
County commissioners on Monday about the county’s ongoing audit and financial progress.

AUDITOR

Montcalm County Controller-Administrator Robert 
Clingenpeel, left and Montcalm County Board of 
Commissioners Chairman Patrick Q. Carr listen to an audit 
report Monday.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The driver of a silver Ford F-250 pickup truck, Wayne Christiansen of Stanton, sustained 
injuries in a two-vehicle head-on crash Tuesday morning on Sidney Road.

LAKEVIEW

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Works Director Mike Vellanti 
noted.  

“For both of these projects 
we are transferring money 
from the bank into both 
sewer and water,” Gallagher 
said. “These are capital proj-
ects, so in essence, due to the 
cost of these projects and the 
cash transfers into the funds, 
we will run a capital outlay 
deficit.” 

Gallagher explained that 
while it is a deficit, the proj-
ects will be spending money 
that the village has generated 
over time and set aside for 
projects such as the ones in 
the works for this year — 
almost like a sewer and water 
savings fund. 

In the sewer fund, $105,000 
is budgeted for capital outlay 
and $100,000 in the water 
fund is budgeted for capital 
outlay. 

Both projects don’t have 
set price tags, but the bio-
solids clean out is projected 
to cost around $70,000 to 
$100,000. The Village 
Council unanimously 
approved Monday having 
ROWE Professional Services 
rebid the project and pay an 
additional $2,000 to the engi-
neering budget. 

According to Steve Clark, 
project administrator with 
Rowe, the project was origi-
nally bid in August 2015.

“Based on our meeting last 
week, we will be proceeding 
to revise the original con-
struction documents and 
anticipate rebidding the proj-
ect in the next few months. 
As verbally agreed upon, 
ROWE PSC is requesting our 
bidding and construction 
budget be restored to its orig-
inal amount,” Clark wrote in 
a letter to Gallagher. 

As for the price to paint 
the water tower, that will be 
clear after the inspection is 

completed and the village 
knows if the interior needs to 
be painted alongside the 
exterior. 

Another project in the 
works this year is based at 
Lakeview Airport-Griffith 
Field, and would update sec-
tions of the runway and con-
necting apron. The village is 
working with Prein & 
Newhof, a Grand Rapids-
based civil engineering com-
pany, on the projected and 
budgeted $290,000 in the air-
port’s federal grant fund to 
prepare for the project. 

“We get a federal grant 
every year totaling $150,000,” 
Gallagher said. “What this 
money can be spent on is 
restricted. We can roll over 
up to four years of this grant 
to save for a larger project.” 

Other than the projects in 
store for the year, the budget 
also contained details such as 
a drop in taxable value from 
around $23 million in 2015 
to $21 million in 2016 due to 
a change in personal proper-
ty taxing. According to 
Gallagher, the state is phasing 
out personal property taxes 
and the phase-out for manu-
facturers took effect in 2016, 
but the state reimburses 
municipalities for the loss in 
property tax funds. 

“(Shay) mentioned to me 
that we got a little bit more 
back because of the way we 
are structured,” Village 
President Ed Winter said. 

The Village Council unan-
imously approved the bud-
get, which will take effect on 
March 1. 

“This is a really conserva-
tive budget,” Gallagher said. 
“I’m projecting high on the 
expenditures and low on the 
revenues, and that could help 
at the end of the year.”  

mnelson@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8273

STRATEGY

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
the classroom level proficient 
within tier one at the class-
room level. 

With that, she said there 
would likely be 5 to 10 percent 
of students who would need 
tier two support with light 
interventions and support to 
achieve proficiency with 1 to 5 
percent of students needing 
additional intervention and 
support beyond that. 

“With getting our pyramid 
healthy and by investing in 
tier one, we believe that would 
be our best course of action,” 
she said. “We recognize the 
need to place our resources, 
meaning time and energy and 
support, within the tier one 
first and foremost before 
moving on to the other tiers 
of support.” 

Focus on investing resourc-
es in tier one learning starts 
with direct contact with the 
teacher in the classroom and 
leaning on that relationship 
with the students to enhance 
education as opposed to 
bringing in paraeducators to 
offer support. 

“What we’re saying is it’s 
best to invest in the instruc-
tional best practice or having a 
comprehensive curriculum 
right there in that classroom 
environment and taking care 
of first best instruction,” 
Blaszczynski said. “Instead of 
triaging ourselves out of data, 
we would instead be nurturing 
that environment and making 
sure everything possible is 
being done … within that tier 
one.” 

Blaszczynski said MTSS has 
been around for a while, but 
this is the first time the district 

is using the data gathered 
from summative assessments 
to invest resources in students 
at the tier one level. 

“There’s nothing wrong 
with helping in those upper 
tiers, but we have to get our 
house in order with the tier 
one,” she said. “That means 
that we have to … we have to 
spend the money we’re given, 
the time, the energy in mak-
ing sure we support those 
teachers in delivering the 
instruction.” 

Also discussed during the 
meeting was the operational 
budget for the district for the 
2016-2017 academic year. 

Director of Finance John 
Gilchrist told the board 
Monday the final amended 
budget fund balance as of 
June 30, 2016, is $1,863,620. 

Gilchrist was careful to 
stress the fund balance covers 
operational costs of keeping 
the district functioning well 
and does not reflect monies 
which could be allocated for 
district improvements that 
would come from the bond if 
passed by voters. 

According to Gilchrist, the 
major investments made by 
the district include invest-
ment in a timekeeping man-
agement system for employ-
ees and a tracking system for 
student history for attendance 
and otter things. 

“That will put more (stu-
dent) data in staff ’s hands,” he 
said. “There’s a lot of features 
this program has that will 
help us become more efficient 
in management of (student) 
records.” 

enielsen@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8289 

FATAL

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
on the roadway. 

“He went this way, back 
in, came back out, right 
here through this drive-
way,” he said pointing to a 
nearby driveway at the 
scene. “He was in and out 
(of the road) three times. 
The guy that was ahead of 
me had said he was all over 
the road since M-91.”

Briggs, an Iraq War vet-
eran, said he immediately 
pulled over and attempted 
to help the driver of the 
Honda. 

“I had to pull him out of 
the vehicle … but I knew he 
was dead,” he said. 

According to Montcalm 
Township Fire Chief Clif 
Dickinson, whose fire 

department was initially 
dispatched for possible 
extrication, CPR was used 
by the first trooper on scene 
in an attempt to revive the 
driver of the Honda, and 
again by two firefighters 
who arrived on scene short-
ly afterward, but to no avail.  

The cause of the accident 
is still being investigated, 
but alcohol is not believed 
to be a factor. Investigators 
remained at the scene more 
than five hours. 

Also assisting on scene 
was the Montcalm County 
Sheriff ’s Office and 
Montca lm Count y 
Emergency Medical 
Services. 

csmith@staffordgroup.com 
(616) 548-8277

Michigan State Police Sgt. 
Kelly Linebaugh, left, 
speaks with Wayne 
Christiansen, center, and 
his wife, Jaye Christiansen, 
both of Stanton, following 
an accident, in which 
Wayne’s vehicle was struck 
by an oncoming car.
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