
 Greenville Daily News  - 02/04/2017 Page : A03

Copyright (c)2017 Greenville Daily News 02/04/2017
February 6, 2017 1:58 pm (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

The Daily News  
is printed on  

recycled paper

FACEBOOK
facebook.com/thedn

TWITTER
twitter.com/greenvilledn

DAILY NEWS 
ONLINE

thedailynews.cc

@ChipBurchDN
@CorySmith_DN
@darrinjayclark

@elisabethwaldon
@_MeghanNelson

@MumzyStacie
@nielseemi

@scoopahloop

Area News .......  Page 3
Opinions ..........  Page 4
Sports ..........  Pages 6-7
Classifieds ...  Pages 8-9
Obituaries ........ Page 9
Celebrations ... Page 10
Experiences .... Page 10
Comics ...........  Page 11
Business Beat   Page 13
Lottery ...........  Page 14
Weather .........  Page 14

YOUR NEIGHBOR  
WHO KNOWS

Serving Greenville, 
Belding and Montcalm County 

since 1854

Year 162, Issue 28

INSIDE 
TODAY

WEATHER
Today:  

Mostly sunny 
until midday 

then becoming 
mostly cloudy, 

high in the 
upper 20s

Tonight:  
Cloudy with 
a 50 percent 

chance of 
snow, lows in 
the mid-20s
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Mostly cloudy, 
a 30 percent 
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showers until
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Saturday, February 4, 2017 $1

• Eye Exams
• Glasses
• Contacts

307 S. Franklin St
GREENVILLE

616.754.7143

Purchase any Vera Bradley Eyewear 
between February 1st and March 31st 
to be entered to win a FREE Vera Bradley 

Sunglass frame of your choice PLUS 
30% OFF Prescription Lenses 

& Vera Bradley Tote!

*Purchase must be made during the dates 
indicated, not valid for past purchases. 

(1) Winner for each location. Valid 2/1/17-3/31/17.
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SERVING 
ALL YOUR 

COMMERCIAL, 
INDUSTRIAL, 

RESIDENTIAL & 
SERVICE NEEDS!

616
754-9132
GandDelectric.com

Service & 
Installation

YOUR LOCAL
WHOLE HOUSE

KOHLER
GENERATOR
SPECIALIST
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SPONSORED BY

Dr. O’Donald and
Dr. Ribitch

Tip
The mouth is a gateway 

into your body’s overall health. 

Best oral health is achieved by visiting your 
dentist at least once a year, brush twice a 
day for two minutes and floss once a day.

Poor dental health increases your risk 
of diabetes, heart disease, pregnancy 

complications, and cancer.
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GIVING CRIME 
THE ‘BOOT’

Vestaburg Community Schools 
fundraising for security device

Montcalm County millage 
proposal inching forward

 Group working to  
obtain commitments

BY ELISABETH WALDON
Daily News news editor

STANTON — Supporters of a Montcalm 
County millage to fund local services have 
been receiving unpleasant but understand-
able feedback when presenting the pro-
posal to residents.

“The initial reaction I get is, ‘Hell no,’” said 
Jed Welder, a Montcalm Conservation 
District board member and Greenville farm-
er. “The atmosphere with the county is so 
poisoned right now. But after you break 
through that there’s a little more willingness.”

Welder shared his thoughts during 
Thursday’s millage exploration gathering 
at the Montcalm Conservation District 

office in Stanton. About two dozen people 
were present, including representatives for 
conservation, Michigan State University 
(MSU) Extension/4-H and parks/recre-
ation. No representatives were present for 
animals or veterans.

The millage exploration group is looking 
to place a proposal on the ballot to fund 
those specific county services. Steve 
Wyckoff, a conservation district board 
member, is leading the charge and he 
reported on meeting with Montcalm 
County Clerk Kristen Millard to discuss 
costs and deadlines associated with a ballot 
proposal.

“The first thing she told me is we’re in 
uncharted waters here,” Wyckoff said. “No 
group in Montcalm County has ever tried 

‘Can you 
hear me?’

D
ear DO Line Readers: 
The Better Business 
Bureau (BBB) has 
issued a warning to all 

media about the “Can you hear 
me?” telephone 
scam. Local TV sta-
tions have already 
talked about the 
scam this week. 
Everyone believes it 
is sooooo easy to 
fall victim to it.

While we were 
preparing this col-
umn to alert Daily 
News readers about the scam, a 
local reader contacted us to say 
she just received one of these calls 
from (616) 520-4191. She did not 

Daily News/Emilee Nielsen

Inventor of the Boot and owner of The Lockdown Co., Rob Couturier, left, and Gary Valentine, retired sergeant from 
the Greenville Department of Public Safety and owner of School Com 608 LLC, talk to the staff at Vestaburg 
Community Schools on Wednesday about the security a safety tool called the Boot can offer during a presentation.

BY EMILEE NIELSEN 
Daily News staff writer

VESTABURG — Rob Couturier 
has lived a father’s worst nightmare.

His daughter, Brenann, was 
attacked by an intruder at her high 
school when she was 17 years old. 

Couturier, who resides in Ingham 
County, recounted the story during a 
Wednesday afternoon presentation to 
Vestaburg Community Schools staff 
about how he personally tracked 
down his daughter’s attacker and, 
when he found him, attempted to 
confront him while he waited for 
police to arrive. The suspect barri-
caded himself in an apartment entry-
way by lying down and stretching his 
arms and legs out to use his body to 
keep the door from opening. 

This gave Couturier an idea that he 
thought could revolutionize safety in 
a school lockdown situation. 

“I have the original door with his 
bootprints right on the door … 
because the apartment complex 
made me replace it,” he said with a 
chuckle. 

Since that event eight years ago, 
Couturier founded The Lockdown 
Co. with the goal of increasing secu-
rity not only in school settings but in 
homes and office buildings as well. 

The flagship safety product from The 
Lockdown Co., aptly named the 
Boot, is a rectangular shaped quarter-
inch plate of industrial steel which 
fits over two steel pegs that are drilled 
into the ground.

When engaged, the Boot can with-
stand 16,000 pounds per square inch 
of pressure which can offer protec-

tion from threats on the other side of 
the door in the event of a dangerous 
situation such as a violent intruder 
attack. Once the Boot is engaged, 
only law enforcement personnel can 
gain access to the door using a spe-
cially designed tool. 

SEE MILLAGE, PAGE 2

DO LINE 
BY MARTHA 

HIGBIE

Inventor of the Boot and owner of The Lockdown Co., Rob Couturier 
takes questions from staff members at Vestaburg Community Schools 
and demonstrated how the Boot works to secure a door against up to 
16,000 pounds of pressure per square inch once engaged.

SEE VESTABURG, PAGE 2

SEE DO LINE, PAGE 5

How health 
care fraud 
case came 
together

 Daily News uses  
FOIA to obtain Greenville  
police chief investigation 

BY ELISABETH WALDON
Daily News news editor

GREENVILLE — Police notes from 
a fraud investigation into the director 
of the Greenville Department of Public 
Safety and his ex-wife offer a revealing 
look at how the case came together — 
including false claims 
of being married after 
a divorce; the ques-
tion of who is respon-
sible for removing a 
beneficiary from a 
health insurance 
plan; and the useful-
ness of a Daily News 
article.

The Daily News 
used the Freedom Of 
Information Act 
(FOIA) to obtain the 
Michigan State Police 
(MSP) incident 
report regarding an 
investigation into 
Mark Reiss, 50, of 
Greenville, and his 
ex-wife Christine 
Reiss, 47, of Grand 
Haven. The Daily News made the 
FOIA request on Dec. 27, 2016, and 
received the report on Friday.

Mark Reiss was hired as director of 
the Greenville Department of Public 
Safety in 2013. Mark and Christine 
Reiss divorced in August 2014. They 
are both charged with health care fraud 
— a possible four-year felony — amid 
allegations that Christine illegally 
remained on Mark’s health insurance 

Mark 
Reiss

Christine 
Reiss

SEE FRAUD CASE, PAGE 5



 Greenville Daily News  - 02/04/2017 Page : A04

Copyright (c)2017 Greenville Daily News 02/04/2017
February 17, 2017 2:39 pm (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Greenville, Belding and Montcalm County News 
The Daily News is published daily except Sundays 

and holidays by Stafford Media Solutions,  
109 N. Lafayette St., Greenville, MI 48838

Second class postage paid at:  
Greenville, MI (UPS 144-220)

Monthy Home 
Delivery Rates

Subscription:  $13.75
E-edition:  $6
(Add e-edition to another package for $3 more)
* Six and 12 month subscriptions available. Go 
to www.thedailynews.cc for more information.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The 
Daily News, 109 N. Lafayette St., Greenville, 
MI 48838

Newsroom: (616) 754-9303  
Advertising and subscription services:  

(616) 754-9301 

Customer service hours
Monday-Thursday: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Friday: 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Daily News is delivered Monday through 
Saturday via United States Postal Service

If you have any questions or suggestions, complaints 
or praise, please send to: Customer Service, Box 340, 
Greenville, MI 48838.

The Daily News is a member of: The 
Michigan Press Association, Audit Bureau  
of Circulation, Inland Press Association,  
Newspaper Association of America.

The Daily News | www.thedailynews.cc

FUNERAL NOTICES

2 DAILY NEWS • Saturday, February 4, 2017

420 W. Grove St., Greenville • 616.754.5691
www.marshallfuneralhomeinc.com • marshall@pathwaynet.com

Marshall
FUNERAL  HOME

Our family serving 
your family...
for 50 years

236815

this before without county involvement. 
It’s really unfamiliar territory.”

Millage supporters are looking to 
put a ballot proposal before voters 
specifically without the involvement 
of the Montcalm County Board of 
Commissioners, due to the ongoing 
legal investigation into the county’s 
troubled financial situation. The bal-
lot proposal would likely be a four- or 
five-year millage so voters could revis-
it the effort in the future. The millage 
amount has not yet been determined, 
but half a mill would generate 
$875,000 in Montcalm County.

Wyckoff said if the millage group 
tries to finalize a ballot proposal for a 
special election this year, it would cost 
about $53,400 for ballots, supplies, 
notices, election programming and 
local municipalities.

“That is prohibitive,” he said. 
“There’s just no way. If we had that 
kind of money, we wouldn’t be sitting 
here looking for money.”

Another more realistic option is to 
wait and get on the ballot during the 
next regular primary election in 
Michigan, which would be August 
2018, giving the millage group a com-
fortable year and a half to complete 
groundwork. The group would need 
to make campaign finance reports and 
obtain legal counsel — ideally, afford-
able legal counsel — before circulat-
ing petitions for signatures.

“I think we need to start with the 
end in mind and make sure that we’ve 
got citizen support from within the 
county for this before we even start,” 
Welder said. “I’d really like to see some-
thing that says if we build it they will 
come.”

Jeremy Sova, a district conserva-
tionist, suggested mailing or emailing 

a survey with the goal of informing 
county residents about each of the five 
organizations, the services they pro-
vide and the reasons behind the mill-
age proposal. Montcalm Conservation 
District Chairman Bruce Noll added 
the idea of creating an executive com-
mittee with a representative from each 
of the five organizations — animals, 
MSU Extension/4-H, parks/recreation 
and veterans — on the committee to 
come up with wording for the survey.

Thursday’s meeting ended with 
Montcalm Conservation District 
Executive Director Judy Cloer plan-
ning to email officials with all five 
organizations in the hope they all will 
commit to the millage proposal and 
appoint one of their own officials to 
the executive committee.

“These are not new programs,” said 

Wyckoff of the five organizations. 
“These are programs that have 
received some type of financial help 
from the state and the county for 
some time. The Conservation District 
goes back to 1948. This is a coalition 
of organizations and entities within 
the county that, because of funding 
problems at the county level, have lost 
a lot of money that the county pro-
vided us for our operations.

“Sometimes you need to give up the 
past and let it go, but there are some 
things we just can’t relinquish,” he said.

Call the Montcalm Conservation 
District office at (989) 831-4606 for 
more information about the millage 
exploration group and proposal.

ewaldon@staffordgroup.com 
(616) 548-8276

For easy access, the plates 
for the Boot are housed in 
specially designed boxes 
which are installed near the 
door to be secured. 

Gary Valentine, a former 
sergeant for the Greenville 
Department of Public Safety 
and the owner of School 
Com 608 LLC, was in atten-
dance at Wednesday’s presen-
tation to lend his support 
and endorsement to the 
Boot. He told school staff 
members he’s never endorsed 
a product like this before, but 
he believes the Boot is a top 
of the line security measure 
which can be operated with-
out using fine motor skills. 

“This product, you pull it 
out of the lockbox, drop it 
into (the slot) and you’re 
secure,” he said. 

Valentine said in a high-
pressure situation, adrenaline 
is running high and it can be 
difficult to lock a door or 
secure a knob if people aren’t 
thinking clearly. With the 
Boot, the plate is dropped 
into a slot on the door which 
guides it over the pegs in the 
floor to secure the door. This 
movement, he said, takes sec-
onds and can be done by 
adults or children. 

“I hope … you never have 
to pull (the plate) out and use 
it for the reason it’s designed 
for,” Couturier told staff 
members. 

In order to have the Boot 
installed on each of the doors 
in each of the buildings in 
Vestaburg Community 
Schools, the district needs to 
raise $20,000 by March 3. 

According to Athletic 
Director and Dean of 
Students Matt Walderzak, a 
few donations have already 
come in to go toward the 
project, including a $1,000 

donation on Wednesday. 
In order to boost dona-

tions, the district is offering 
different incentives for differ-
ent levels of donation, 
including passes to sporting 
events, the opportunity for 
the names of people and 
businesses to be displayed on 
signage in the school district 
and a 55-inch flat screen tele-
vision. 

Walderzak said he origi-
nally balked at the installa-
tion cost, but after hearing 
Couturier’s story and learn-
ing more about the product, 
he decided to try to bring the 
Boot to Vestaburg. 

“That’s a lot of money for 
our community to come up 
with,” Walderzak said. “Our 
staff is each going to try to 
bring at least two sponsors 
on their own outside the dis-
trict. We didn’t want to put 
the whole burden on this 
community.” 

Superintendent Brandon 
Hubbard said the hope is “to 
take a little from a lot and 
spread it out in that respect 
so it doesn’t hit any one per-
son.” 

Any funds raised beyond 
the $20,000 mark would still 
be allocated to purchases to 
update security for the school 
district, such as another 
product from The Lockdown 
Co. — a highly reflective 
placard designed to be affixed 
outside classroom doors to 
make it easier for law enforce-
ment officers to identify 
classrooms in a crisis. 

Donations can be sent via 
check made payable to 
Vestaburg Community 
Schools, 7188 Avenue B, 
Vestaburg, MI 48891. Call the 
school office at (989) 268-
5284 for more information.

enielsen@staffordgroup.com 
(616) 548-8289

VESTABURG

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Daily News/Elisabeth Waldon

Montcalm Conservation District Executive Director Judy Cloer and conservation district board members Steve Wyckoff 
and Jed Welder share their thoughts after Thursday’s Montcalm County millage meeting.

MILLAGE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bonnie Ashbaugh of Edmore, MSU Extension District 8 Director Don Lehman 
and Don Smucker of Stanton share their thoughts after Thursday’s Montcalm 
County millage meeting.

TODAY
Fred Marion Clark — 2 p.m., Verdun Family Funeral Home, 

Belding. 
SUNDAY

Cody Keith Neitzel — 2 p.m., Marshall Funeral Home, 
Greenville.

MONDAY
Robert LaVerne “Vern” Bolin — 1 p.m., Lux and Schnepp 

Funeral Home, Carson City.
Mertice M. Ehlert — 3 p.m., Christiansen Cremtaion & 

Funeral Care, Greenville.
TUESDAY

Luanne Lyne Crankshaw — 11 a.m., Hurst Funeral Home, 
Greenville.

FEB. 11 
David Daniel Moyses III — 11 a.m., New Life United 

Methodist Church, Six Lakes. (Hurst Funeral Home, Greenville)

ROBERT LAVERNE “VERN” BOLIN, 78
CARSON CITY — Robert LaVerne “Vern” Bolin, 78, of 

Carson City, died Thursday. Funeral services will be 1 p.m.  
Monday at Lux and Schnepp Funeral Home, Carson City. The 
family will receive friends from 2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. Sunday 
at the funeral home. Interment will follow in Payne Cemetery. 
Services arranged by Lux and Schnepp Funeral Home, Carson 
City, www.luxfuneralhomes.com.

LUANNE LYNE CRANKSHAW, 53
GREENVILLE — Luanne Lyne Crankshaw, 53, of Trufant, 

died Thursday. Funeral services will be 11 a.m. Tuesday at Hurst 
Funeral Home, Greenville, with interment to follow in Trufant 
Cemetery. Visitation will be from 4 to 8 p.m. Monday at the 
funeral home, www.hurstfh.com.

MERTICE M. EHLERT, 89
GREENVILLE — Mertice M. Ehlert, 89, of Greenville, 

died Thursday. Visitation is from 2 to 3 p.m. Monday at 
Christiansen Cremation & Funeral Care, Greenville, where funer-
al services will be 3 p.m. Monday. Burial will take place in the 
spring at River Ridge Cemetery in Belding. Arrangements 
entrusted to Christiansen Cremation & Funeral Care, Greenville, 
www.christiansencares.com

DAVID DANIEL MOYSES III, 76 
GREENVILLE — David Daniel Moyses III, 76, of Six Lakes, 

died Wednesday. Funeral services will be 11 a.m. Feb. 11 at New 
Life United Methodist Church, Six Lakes. Visitation will be from 
4 to 8 p.m. Thursday at Hurst Funeral Home, Greenville. He will 
be laid to rest next to Marcella in the spring in Hillcrest Cemetery, 
Six Lakes. Arrangements entrusted to Hurst Funeral Home, 
Greenville, www.hurstfh.com.
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Hello? People swamp Congress 
with phone calls in era of Trump

BY ANDREW TAYLOR
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump has promised to 
shake up Washington, but so far he’s 
produced gridlock — at least with 
the phone lines on Capitol Hill.

Whether constituents are calling 
to request congressional flags, get 
help with a local issue — or, more 
likely, to register their support or 
displeasure with the latest move by 
President Donald Trump — these 
days they are more likely to get a 
busy signal or voice mail than a live 
human, at least if they’re calling 
their senator.

It’s especially true for Republican 
senators responsible for ensuring 
confirmation of Trump’s Cabinet, 
including divisive picks like billion-
aire Betsy DeVos to lead the 
Education Department.

Dropped calls mean angry voters, 
so lawmakers across the Capitol, 
from Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., to the most 
junior senator working out of a 
temporary basement office, are 
scrambling to handle the surge.

When a local radio host asked 
McConnell about Trump’s contro-
versial edict on refugees on 
Wednesday, the Senate’s top 
Republican first made sure his con-
stituents knew he was taking care of 
business.

“I appreciate many Kentuckians 
sharing their comments and for 
their patience with the jammed 
phone lines,” McConnell told WHAS 
AM radio host Terry Meiners. “I 
might suggest to people who’ve had 
that experience, the best way to con-
tact me is online.”

Senate officials won’t confirm just 
how many calls are flooding con-
gressional offices, but it’s a lot, as 
people take to social media sites like 
Facebook and Twitter to urge a tsu-
nami of calls. A spokesman for 

Senate Democratic Leader Charles 
Schumer of New York, citing Senate 
officials, says calls have averaged 1.5 
million a day this week.

Word has also gotten around that 
calls are a better way to get a mes-
sage to lawmakers than emails.

Opposition to DeVos, driven in 
part by teachers’ unions, is respon-
sible for much of this week’s big 
surge, but the number of calls is up 
across the board.

“Over 3,000 people have contact-
ed me opposing her. I have had 20 
people contact me who support her. 
In fact, the phones are ringing off 
the hook,” said Sen. Jon Tester, 
D-Mont. “The phone system is shut 
down. There are some senators who 
aren’t even answering their phone 
because they don’t want to hear it.”

“I have heard from thousands, 
truly thousands, of Alaskans who 
share their concerns about Betsy 
DeVos,” said Sen. Lisa Murkowski, 
R-Alaska, in citing her opposition to 
the nomination. “They have con-
tacted me by phone, by email, in 
person.”

The surge of calls has led Sen. Ben 
Sasse, R-Neb., to install software 
that provides limitless voicemail 
capacity. Staff aides use caller ID 
and know to pick up Nebraska calls 
first.

It doesn’t hurt for the senators to 
occasionally pitch in themselves, as 
Steve Daines, an irrepressibly upbeat 
first-term Republican from 
Montana, did on Tuesday.

“It was Montanans calling in. I 
remember Missoula, Bozeman, 
Butte. ... It’s always good to pick up 
the phone and sometimes it sur-
prises the caller — they’re not 
expecting the senator to pick up,” 
Daines said. “It’s really important to 
listen and have a civil, thoughtful 
conversation.”

It’s not just a Senate phenome-
non, however.

“Typically for the last four years 

I’ve received three to 10 phone calls 
a day, two of them were always 
impeach Obama,” said Rep. Thomas 
Massie, R-Ky. “And now we receive 
30 to 50 phone calls a day, and obvi-
ously nobody wants to impeach 
Obama anymore but it’s typically 30 
phone calls opposing something 
Trump has done.”

Sen. Dean Heller, R-Nev., is in the 
political crosshairs as the only 
Republican from a state carried by 
Hillary Clinton last year facing re-
election in 2018. His office tries, 
against the odds, to have an intern 
or junior staffer answer each call 
live, which is impossible right now.

Heller took to Twitter to explain: 
“We are experiencing heavy call vol-
umes in all our offices. Staff is 
answering as many as possible. 
Please continue calling to get 
through.”

Social media seems to be a big 
part of the surge, as people openly 
post and share telephone listings 
not only for lawmakers’ Washington, 
D.C., offices but telephone numbers 
back in their states and congressio-
nal districts.

“I’m certainly seeing a lot of my 
teacher friends on Facebook who 
are politicized in ways that they 
never have been before,” said Keith 
Barton, a professor of education at 
Indiana University who’s had limit-
ed success in getting through on the 
lines of freshman Sen. Todd Young, 
R-Ind. “People who would have had 
liberal opinions, who might have 
liked something, but who now are 
writing and calling and emailing — 
things that they never would have 
done before. It’s been very striking 
just how politicized these middle-
of-the-road kind of people are.”

While it’s the Republicans under 
siege right now, Democrats are soon 
to face an effort by conservative 
groups to gin up calls backing 
Trump’s pick for the Supreme Court, 
federal Judge Neil Gorsuch.
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