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By Lisa Yanick-Jonaitis
ljonaitis@michigannewspapers.com
@lisayj_msun on Twitter

Police investigating the dis-
posal of 16 dead pigs in an Ithaca
business dumpster now have a
suspect after an apologetic man
called the Gratiot County Sheriff’s
Office and confessed.

The man, a 27-year-old college
instructor, left a message for De-
tective Mike Morris to say the
pigs were used in a farming edu-
cation forum he taught in north-
ern Michigan, said Sheriff Doug
Wright.

Police are still gathering infor-
mation and are net yet releasing
the man’s name or for what insti-
tution he teaches, but Wright said
the class was part of an instruc-
tional session for an agricultural
organization for youth.

After teaching the class the
man told police he loaded his
car with medical supplies and 16
pig bodies – some dissected with
organs missing – and headed
downstate.

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Ithaca dead
pig dumper
squeals on self

BySeanBradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com
@MorningSunSean on Twitter

With students in various
school districts dealing with ill-
nesses, the Mid-Michigan District
Health Department wants to edu-
cate people on how they can stay
healthy.

On Friday, the Mid-Michigan
District Health Department sent
out a letter describing symptoms
of illnesses such as the stomach
flu, and influenza.

“While several viruses can
cause (the stomach flu), norovi-
rus is the most common,” the de-
partment said. “People with nor-
ovirus experience nausea, ab-
dominal cramping, vomiting, and
diarrhea 12 to 48 hours after be-
ing exposed.”

It is extremely contagious and
easily spread through food, by
person-to-person contact, or con-
taminated surfaces.

“In most cases, people fully re-
cover from norovirus, but some-
times hospitalization is required,

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Letters sent
home as
schools deal
with illnesses

KULLEN LOGSDON — THE MORNING SUN

Snowmobiling racers and fans traveled to Mt. Pleasant Friday for the first day of the AMSOIL Snocross Championship Series Ram Trucks
National at the Soaring Eagle Casino and Resort.

ByKullen Logsdon
klogsdon@digitalfirstmedia.com
@kullen_logsdon on Twitter

When the Michigan Snowmo-
bile Festival in Gaylord was can-
celled earlier in the week due
to the unusually warm weather,
there was skepticism that Mt.
Pleasant would be able to push
forward with its annual snow-
mobiling event.

However, almost two months
of preparation made sure the
Ram Trucks National, the
sixth installment of the AM-
SOIL Championship Snocross
series, would continue for a
third-straight year at the Soar-
ing Eagle Casino and Resort.

AMSOIL began preparing
snow for the track six weeks
in advance, and while It wasn’t
easy, the group found a way to
have it ready in time.

“It was hard to be honest,”
said Miranda Hopp, the vice
president of marketing. “If
there was any sort of window,
they were out here trying to
make snow.”

78 racers representing three
divisions and close to 100 fans
from all over the United States
and Canada made their way
to Mt. Pleasant Friday to take

part in the first day racing. Rain
showers throughout the day cre-
ated muddy conditions around
the track and made for an un-
pleasant viewing experience for
fans, but Hopp said the weather
shouldn’t affect the racing.

“The rain will deteriorate the
track some, but it actually holds
up better than people expect,”
she said. “Tomorrow I imagine
it will down a foot, but we’ll still
have plenty of room.”

Rich Flynn, 47, made the
trip to Mt. Pleasant from Fort
Wayne, Ind.

Flynn said he normally goes
to the Indianapolis 500 and Red
Bull Air races in the summer
and this event was the “perfect”
winter activity to come see.

“There’s nothing to do dur-
ing the winter, so I looked on
Facebook and found this event
and thought ‘why not?,’” he said.
“During the winter everyone hi-

bernates and this attracted me.”
Flynn said he didn’t mind the

rain and the mud, but said he
empathized with the racers who
are used to snowy conditions.

“As a racer I wouldn’t enjoy
it, but they’re here for the fans
and to put on a show and to
win,” he said. “It’s the best that
it can be.”

Bill Vanvugt, 65, and his wife
came down from London, On-
tario to enjoy a weekend trip at
the casino.

While Vanvugt was walking
through the lobby he noticed
several people wearing snow
gear and had to see what was
going on for himself.

Vanvugt made his way out-
side to the track and enjoyed his
first ever snowmobiling race.

“I heard there was a race go-
ing on out here and just de-
cided to come check it out. I’m
very impressed with everything

I’ve seen,” he said. “It’s just re-
ally neat to see how fast those
things can go and the jumps
they do.

“The track looks pretty good
too for the weather we’re hav-
ing.”

Jason Thompkins, from Mt.
Pleasant, said his family has
raced and worked on snowmo-
biles his entire life and enjoys
the national attention the show
brings to the area.

“30 years of doing it in the
family, it’s kind of in my blood.
I just kind of followed suit,” he
said. “Being a local, national
event is very cool.”

Hopp said Soaring Eagle
stands out from the other seven
venues in the snocross champi-
onship series because the rac-
ers and fans can stay closer to
the track and have more activi-
ties to take part in.

“Having the casino is a huge
benefit with all the resources
they have and all the racers can
stay there and come right over,”
she said.

The National Weather Service
projects a 40 percent chance of
snow showers Saturday with a
low of 27 degrees.

The final race ends at 9:05
p.m. with the Pro Open finale.

MID-MICHIGAN

By Lisa Yanick-Jonaitis
ljonaitis@michigannewspapers.com
@lisayj_msun on Twitter

A string of store thefts cross-
ing two counties spurred a
multi-agency investigation this
week, leading police from sur-
veillance footage to college res-
idence halls and ultimately to
six suspects – all students at

Central Michigan University.
A store in Gratiot County

reported a theft of electron-
ics and as detectives from the
Gratiot County Sheriff’s Office
investigated they connected
the case to others in both Gra-
tiot and Isabella counties, said
Sheriff Doug Wright.

Stores in both counties in-
cluding Walmart, Meijer and
Target are among the vic-
tims in the case, each report-
ing about $1,000 in electronic
merchandise stolen each time,
Wright said.

Police from the GCSD
worked with the Alma, Mt.
Pleasant and CMU police de-
partments as well as state po-
lice in Mt. Pleasant to gather
evidence in what appeared
to be a group of young adults
working together to steal from
the stores.

As they reviewed security
footage, police believed that
one or more of the suspects
was a college student and af-
ter sharing the video with
both Alma College and Central
Michigan University, two sus-

pects were identified as CMU
students.

That identification led to the
other four suspects and this
week police executed search
warrants on three separate res-
idence hall rooms on the Mt.
Pleasant campus, recouping
many of the items stolen from
the stores in each county over
the last week, Wright said.

Arrest warrant requests are
pending for all six of the stu-
dents, Wright expected that
process to be complete within
a day or two.

MT. PLEASANT

Several CMU student arrests expected
Police have six suspects
in multi-county theft
investigation

Police from the GCSD
workedwith the Alma,
Mt. Pleasant and CMU
police departments as
well as state police in
Mt. Pleasant to gather
evidence in what
appeared to be a group
of young adults working
together to steal from
the stores.

LETTERS>>PAGE2

PIG>>PAGE2

Snocross brings a taste of winter to mid-Michigan

SNOWMOBILE RACE STILL A GO

Rain showers throughout the day
createdmuddy conditions around
the track andmade for unpleasant
viewing experience for fans, but
Hopp said theweather shouldn’t
affect the racing.
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especially for the very young
or elderly,” the department
said. “People with norovi-
rus–like symptoms should
stay home from school or
work until they are symp-
tom-free for 48 hours and
should not prepare or serve
food to others.”

For more information,
contact the health depart-
ment’s Gratiot County office
at (989) 875-3681.

School districts in mid-
Michigan recently have
been dealing with an in-
flux of students out with
sicknesses.

Shepherd Public Schools
had a higher-than-normal
number of students out
with sicknesses as of ear-
lier in the week of Feb. 24,
according to superinten-
dent Claire Bunker, but she
could not provide specific
numbers.

“We have no idea how
many are out with the flu,”
Bunker said. “We cannot
ask people why their kids
are out.”

On Feb. 20, she said 80
percent of students were in
attendance district-wide.

“To say exactly how many
are out with the flu, I can’t
tell you because I don’t

know,” Bunker said. “I don’t
know if I have higher num-
bers in the winter than the
past.”

Although she did say
the district has “increased
numbers” of students out
sick than compared to last
week. We have increased
numbers this week as com-
pared to last week.

As of Feb. 20, Bunker said
83 percent of Shepherd El-
ementary School students
were in attendance; 82 per-
cent at Shepherd Middle
school, 93 percent at Winn
Elementary and 90 percent
at Shepherd High School.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Education requires
that 75 percent of a school’s
student population be pres-
ent in order to achieve a
school day. Also, Ashley
Community Schools closed
on Feb. 16 and 17 due to ill-
ness, according to principal
Traci Gavenda.

“Yesterday (Monday) we
had 17 percent of students
out and faculty we were
OK,” Gavenda said. “When
you hit that 20 percent and
trying to, with the substi-
tute shortage, trying to fill
those classes, it made it dif-
ficult.”

Parents at Alma Public
School received a letter on
Feb. 16 from the Mid-Mich-
igan Health Department re-
garding viral illnesses such

as influenza.
“As far as Alma goes,

we are monitoring our ab-
sences,” said interim super-
intendent Donalynn Inger-
soll. “At this point in time,
we have not had an increase
in absence issues due to flu.”

Ithaca Public Schools
superintendent Charmian
Fletcher said on Feb. 21 that
the district had, throughout
the previous week, seen an
increase in illness-related
student absences

“The student absentee-
ism has not been at the level
to impact a school closure,”
Fletcher said.

However, in response, the
district sent home a letter to
parents of students at South
Elementary and North Ele-
mentary and posted the let-
ter on social media for the
Ithaca Junior/Senior High
School on Feb. 17.

Mt. Pleasant Public
Schools superintendent
Mike Pung said on Feb. 21
that the district has seen a
small “uptick” in illness-re-
lated absences.

“But nothing that would
warrant us to take any ac-
tion in terms of shutting
buildings down,” Pung said.
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AlmaPresbyterian
Service Set

Worship at First Presby-
terian Church in Alma is
at 10:30 a.m. Sunday. The
Rev. Dan Saperstein will
lead worship. His sermon,
titled “The Empires Strike
Back,” is based on Matthew
17:1-9. The Chancel Choir
will sing John Rutter’s “All
Things Bright and Beauti-
ful.” March 1 is Ash Wednes-
day. They will host a simple
supper of soup, salad and
bread at 5:30 p.m. followed
by a worship service. First
Presbyterian is located at
the corner of Charles Avenue
and Superior Street in Alma.

Mt. Pleasant
Methodist Service Set

First United Methodist
Church of Mt. Pleasant will
have its usual two services
this Sunday with the tradi-
tional style at 9 a.m. in the
sanctuary and the more con-
temporary style at 11 a.m. in
the fellowship hall. In each
service, Pastor Diane Gor-
don will continue her se-
ries “It’s All About Jesus”
with the message titled “The
Power to Fill the Hungry.”

Unitarian Universalist
Service Set

The Unitarian Univer-
salist Fellowship of Central
Michigan will hold its ser-
vice at 10:30 a.m. on Sun-
day, at 319 S. University
Avenue (corner of Wiscon-

sin and University) in Mt.
Pleasant. The minister will
bring to a close the month-
long thematic focus on com-
passion with a message ti-
tled “Ruby Bridges and the
Moral Imagination.” Reli-
gious education and child-
care are provided. For more
information, visit the web-
site at uufcm.org.

IndigoMoonConcert
in Coleman

Faith United Method-
ist Church in Coleman will
hold a concert by Indigo
Moon, a Northern Michi-
gan acoustic folk duo com-
prised of Jeff Lange and Lee
Anne Whitman, at 7 p.m. on
Saturday, March 4. Admis-
sion is $5 at the door. Pro-
ceeds will help fund future
programs. A reception for

the audience and singers
will be held following the
show. Faith United Meth-
odist Church is located at
209 E. Jefferson in Coleman.

JustifiedQuartet
to Perform

The Gospel Music group
“The Justified Quartet” will
be performing at the Seville
Community Church of God
at 6 p.m. on Saturday, March
11. The church is located at
8360 West Monroe Rd., five
miles west of Alma on M-46.
“The Justified Quartet” is a
gospel music quartet. The
group members are: Mark
Jacoby, Carl Ledford, Tim
Caldwell and Dave Potts.

The accompaniment
artists are Fred Udell and
Dave Caldwell. Collectively,
these men share their Faith

through the medium of
gospel music. Their minis-
try travels have taken them
throughout the Midwest.
The message of the music
presented is uplifting, en-
couraging and music that
will change peoples lives for
the better.

RosebushUnited
Methodist Church
Announcements

Monday evening casual
church is held at 6 p.m. ev-
ery Monday at Rosebush
United Methodist Church.
Free clothing store, Price-
less Apparel, features all
clothing that is “like-new”.
Sizes range from infant to
adult. Priceless Apparel is
open on Thursday’s from
10 a.m. to noon.

Open to all. Located at

the Rosebush United Meth-
odist Church, 3805 School
St. in Rosebush – behind
the Rosebush Elementary
School. Rosebush Ecumen-
ical Assistance Program
(REAP) – Free food pantry
Thursday’s at the St. Henry
Church – corner of Mission
& Vernon Rd. Serving Rose-
bush, Mt. Pleasant, Clare,
Farwell, Lake, Weidman
only. Hours are 9 to 11 a.m.
Bring a valid Michigan ID.

Classics at the Presby
Classics at The Presby

presents “Flute Poetry” at
4 p.m. on Sunday at First
Presbyterian Church in
Mt. Pleasant. Guest Artist
Jennifer Piper, flute, joins
pianist Mary Jo Cox and
tubist Mark Cox in works
of Schubert, Faure, Griffes,
and others.

Mid-Michigan religion news

While stopped at Mc-
Donald’s in Ithaca he said
he asked a garbage truck
driver if the worker could
take the carcasses off
his hands; the driver de-
clined, but directed the
teacher to the industrial
park and its many dump-

sters, Wright said.
“He apologized profusely,

he knows what he did was
wrong,” Wright said of the
man’s phone call.

The instructor is sched-
uled for an interview with
police at the sheriff’s office
next week while investiga-
tors continue to gather in-
formation in case.

Wright said the agency
will seek an arrest warrant
for illegal dumping.
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A bobcat caught trapped
in Gratiot County earlier
this month is the second
one captured – the other
one was dead after being
hit by a SUV – in mid-Mich-
igan in recent months.

Conservation officers
were called by a Gratiot
County trapper with a bob-
cat caught in a foot trap in
early February who wanted
help releasing it, according
to MLive.

MLive said the conserva-
tion officers had a plan to
release the bobcat but no-
ticed it was not breathing.

As the bobcat began
breathing again, it jumped
into the air and ran off.

In November, heading

out deer hunting on Mich-
igan’s firearm opener, San-
dra Miller Keeler of Stan-
ton hit a bobcat with her
SUV.

Keeler was driving on
Stanton Road when an an-

imal hit the side of her ve-
hicle.

“I turned around and
went back to see what it
was that ran into my car
and a man was putting it in
the back of his truck,” Kee-
ler said. “The animal was
dead. I asked the man what
it was that ran into my car
and he said, ‘It’s a bobcat.’”

Keeler, who in the dark
didn’t recognize the man at
first, told him he couldn’t
just put a bobcat in his
truck.

But the man identified
himself as a Department
of Natural Resources offi-
cer assigned to Montcalm
County and let her take a
picture of the animal in
the back of his truck, Kee-
ler said.

GRATIOT

Second bobcat caught in mid-Michigan

COURTESY PHOTO

Sandra Miller Keeler of
Stanton hit and killed
this bobcat, which was
taken by a Department of
Natural Resources officer, in
November on opening day of
firearm deer season.

A Tribute to Life.
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DAVID MARSENE MONROE
Of Mount Pleasant; Passed away February 23, 2017
at the age of 50. David was born in Eaton Rapids,
September 8, 1966, the son of Gary and Janet
(U’Ren) Monroe. He grew up in Wisconsin, graduat-
ing from Parkway Christian Academy High School
in Oak Creek, Wisconsin in 1985. David joined and
proudly served in the US Navy as an electrician
for 4 years. Upon returning to the States, he held
many jobs ranging from electrician to machinist to
most recently, caregiver for his father. David was
very intelligent and especially enjoyed reading any-
thing that had to do with the military. David is sur-
vived by his mother, Janet Monroe; brothers, Mark
(Janet) Monroe of Tecumseh, MI., Gary Monroe
of Lansing, Derek Monroe of WI; sister, Brenda of
Holt; several nieces and nephews. He was preceded
in death by his father, Gary Monroe. Funeral ser-
vices will be 11 a.m. Monday February 27, 2017 at
the Shelly-Odell Funeral Home, 518 South Main
Street, Eaton Rapids, MI 48827, with visitation one
hour prior to the service. Internment will take place
in Rosehill Cemetery at a later date. Those desir-
ing may make memorial contributions to the Al-
zheimer’s Association, 5303 S. Cedar St. Lansing,
MI 48911. Please visit our website to place online
condolences or to sign the guest register

www.shellyodell.com

PILLOTE, ROBERT FRANCIS
Age 85; of Mt. Pleasant;
passed away on Tues-
day, February 21, 2017
at his home. Please join
Robert’s family at his
home for a memorial
service on Saturday,
February 25, 2017 at
two o’ clock. Robert was
born March 8, 1931 in
Escanaba, Michigan
to Joseph and Pauline
(Kenel) Pillote. Robert
served in the US Army
from 1950-1953, as a
tank commander in the
Korean War. He earned

his Degree in Architecture at the University of Mich-
igan in 1960. Robert owned and operated Pillote &
Associates Architects for over 50 years. He received
design awards for residential, preservation, and
municipal buildings and furniture design and was
a member of the American Institute of Architects.
He was a life-long supporter of the Democratic Par-
ty and the ACLU. As the father and grandfather to
his beloved girls, he was a feminist and supported
women’s health issues and equal rights. A celestial
navigator, he loved sailing the Great Lakes and the
North Channel of Canada, spring skiing in Colo-
rado, morel mushrooming, foraging the beaches for
petoskey stones and fossils and was considered an
amateur petrologist. Art, classical music, and opera
were the mainstay of his life. An analytical thinker
and problem solver he would redesign, invent and
conjure solutions to any and all obstacles to perfec-
tion. Robert is survived by his wife Barbara Pillote;
daughters Lauren (Donald) Wielenga, Elise Pillote,
and Chelsea (Damiano) Baroncelli; grandchildren
Sydney Elizabeth Morse, Beatrice Baroncelli, and
Adelaide Baroncelli; brother Dr.s John (and Ann)
Pillote. He was preceded in death by his parents
and brothers Raymond and Vernon. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to The Democratic Party,
the ACLU and Planned Parenthood. Envelopes are
available at the funeral chapel. You may view Rob-
ert’s obituary online and send a condolence to the
family, light a memorial candle, or place a memo-
rial donation at

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

HAVEKOST, LADONNA MARGARET.
Age 91; of Lake; passed away Friday, February 24 at the
Isabella County Medical Care Facility. Funeral arrange-
ments are pending with Clark Family Funeral Chapel.

Clark Funeral Chapel, Inc.
Bradley at Broadway

Mt. Pleasant
Phone 989-775-9943

Worship Together
Sacred Heart catHolic cHurcH
989-772-1385
302 South Kinney, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
West of Mission at Wisconsin & Kinney

Weekend Mass Schedule:
Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

“A Catholic Community Since 1872”

Sunday Worship Times
9:30am - Sunday School

10:45am - Worship Service
Youth Meetings - Wed. 6:30pm

CRU Bible Study - Thurs. 9:00pm at CMU Pierce Hall Rm 128
firstbaptist.co

NURSERY PROVIDED FOR ALL SERVICES
1802 E. High St. Church: 989-775-5578

| OBITUARIES | MORNING SUN SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 20172 A


	2017-2-25 Letters Sent Home-Illness Pg 1 MS
	2017-2-25 Letters Sent Home-Illness Pg 2 MS

