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BySeanBradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com
@MorningSunSean on Twitter

The search process for a new
public safety director in Alma is
moving forward.

On Monday, public safety di-
rector David Walsh formalized
his plans to retire, setting April
13 as his last day, according to city
manager Phil Moore.

Also, Michigan Municipal
League staff — hired in January
for $12,500 by the city to conduct
the search — met on Monday with
city staff and public safety offi-
cials to develop a profile for the
position.

The MML will assist the city
in the development and distri-
bution of an advertisement, per-
form background checks, con-
duct preliminary screening in-
terviews and facilitate candidate
interviews.

Moore said the profile will in-
clude demographic information
about the city, budget informa-
tion and photos of the commu-
nity, among other things.

“We’re trying to look beyond
the job description and find some-
one who would fit well in the or-
ganization,” Moore said.

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Almamoves public
safety director
search forward

By Susan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

Here are seven recent develop-
ments on the cleanup of Gratiot
County’s former Velsicol plant
site near St. Louis:

• EPA Region 5 is expecting
to hear on a decision on fund-
ing the in-place thermal treat-
ment for Area 1 in March.

• Crews will mobilize in March
to prepare for site work includ-
ing on-site roads, installation of
a new gate onto M-46, and con-
crete pads for the in-place ther-
mal treatment equipment. This
work is expected to be completed
this summer.

• Construction of the new
electrical circuit to power the
in-place thermal treatment sys-
tem is expected to begin in mid-
March and be completed in early
May.

• The Final Basis of Design
Report for the excavation of
100,000 tons of contaminated

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Seven recent
developments
for Velsicol
plant cleanup
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The Fremont Township Community Library in Winn is set to open its doors with a grand opening ceremony on Monday after closing its
original space around the corner on Sunday.

The Fremont Township Community Library in Winn is set to open
its doors with a grand opening ceremony on Monday after closing
at its original location, the Fremont Township Library, on Sunday.

ByKullen Logsdon
klogsdon@digitalfirstmedia.com
@kullen_logsdon on Twitter

The Fremont Township Li-
brary in Winn closed its doors
for the final time on Sunday,
but come next week, a new
and improved location will be
available just around the cor-
ner.

The smallest branch of the
Chippewa River District Li-
brary is in the process of mov-
ing from 2833 West Blanchard
Road to 7959 South Winn Road
— located next to the Shell gas
station.

The new library will offi-
cially open its doors on Mon-
day as the Fremont Township
Community Library. A ribbon
cutting and grand opening cer-
emony will take place at 5:30
p.m.

Corey Friedrich, the CRDL
director, said the new space is
40 percent larger and will bet-
ter serve the needs of readers.

“The old location has served
the Winn community,” he said.
“But there has been a need to
upgrade and expand the space.
It was time to give the com-

munity a library to better meet
their needs.”

Friedrich said the new li-
brary will offer residents a
larger, updated space with
more amenities. A chil-
dren’s corner was added and
new shelving was installed
throughout.

The big change, however, is
the addition of a community
room.

“We are excited to be able
to add a community room,”
Friedrich said. “This is some-
thing we didn’t have in the old
location and it will be a great
asset for those in the com-
munity looking for meeting
space.”

The room has tables and
chairs and a projector for com-
munity meetings and events.
The new location has outdoor
space as well to be used for
programs and events during
warmer months.

“It will be nice to have that
space for summer reading pro-
grams, among other things,”
Friedrich said.

A garage also came with the
property, which will be used

WINN

FREMONT TOWNSHIP
LIBRARY RE-LOCATING

By Lisa Yanick-Jonaitis
ljonaitis@michigannewspapers.com
@lisayj_msun on Twitter

After sharing intimate mo-
ments over internet video chat
platforms with strangers, at
least three Mt. Pleasant men have
found themselves the target of a
blackmail scheme.

In response, the Mt. Pleasant
Police Department is hoping to
raise awareness of the vulnerable
position a person could find them-
selves in when recording things
over the world wide web.

In each case the men, who
range in age from 19 to 25, began
a conversation with a person they
believed to be a woman either on

Skype, Facebook Live or Chatous.
Eventually, the stranger con-

vinced the victims to perform a
sexual act on themselves on video
camera over the social platforms,
said Mt. Pleasant Public Informa-
tion Office Jeff Browne.

At that point the stranger dis-
appeared for a time then recon-
nected at a later point either
through text or video and de-
manded money in exchange for
discretion regarding the recorded
intimacy.

If the victim failed to provide

the cash through a wire transfer
or pre-paid money cards —$300
in each of the reported cases —
the suspect threatened to share
the video publicly or with friends
and family of the victim, Browne
said.

In at least one of the cases the
demand for money came not from
the original female stranger but
from a man.

Browne said none of the three
victims sent money and instead
contacted police who investigated
the origin of the suspect’s com-

munication.
It’s a complicated situation for

police to investigate however, as
each of the three suspects com-
municated from an IP address
outside of the country.

To each of the victims’ knowl-
edge, none of the personal videos
have been shared, Browne said.

It’s not likely local police will
be able to catch a suspect who is
communicating from outside the
state or country, but there are
some things internet users can

MID-MICHIGAN

Police issuewarning about extortion
Three Mt. Pleasant residents targeted
by recent internet blackmail scheme
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MANZULLO, PAUL D.
A cornerstone of the
Riverdale and Edmore
community at the age
86 went to be with his
Lord and Savior on
Tuesday, February 14,
2017. Paul was born
October 3, 1930 in Kal-
amazoo, the son of Vic-
tor and Anna Manzullo.
He graduated with B.A.
from Alma College. Paul
married Joan Schnepp
on November 24, 1950
at the Riverdale Unit-
ed Methodist Church.
After her passing in

2002, Paul married Darlys McCarthy on November
10, 2007 at the Faith United Methodist Church in
Edmore. Paul was a teacher and principal at the
Riverdale Elementary School before and after it
merged with Alma Public Schools. Paul then taught
at Alma Middle School until he retired in 1984. He
was a former member of the Lincoln Road United
Methodist Church and currently a member at Faith
United Methodist Church in Edmore. Paul served
in the Army during the Korean War. He was a mem-
ber of the Mason Lodge and Elks in Alma. He en-
joyed golfing, camping and especially wintering in
Arizona from 1984 until 2016. Paul is survived by
his wife Darlys, children Paula Jo (Thomas) Vibber,
Ryan (Janet) Manzullo, grandchildren Kari, Mark,
Jennifer, Christina, great grandchildren Brody,
Ethan and Mia, siblings John and Frank Manzullo.
Also step-children Greg (Lee Ann) McCarthy, Trudy
(Don) Allyn, step-grandchildren Matthew, Michael,
Kaelyn, Ashley, Joshua and step-great grandchild
Haden. He was preceded in death by his parents,
wife Joan, infant son Michael and sister Helen
Cook. A memorial service will be held Saturday,
February 18, 2017 at 11 a.m. at Faith United Meth-
odist Church in Edmore with Pastor Susan Babb
officiating. Visitation will be held one hour prior to
services at the church on Saturday. Interment will
be held at a later date at the Riverdale Cemetery. In
lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Faith
United Methodist Church. To view Paul’s obituary
or to leave a condolence for the family please visit

www.luxfuneralhomes.com

FELLOWS, RONALD CLYDE
age 75, of Lake Isabella, passed away on Wednes-
day, February 15, 2017 at his home. Per Ron’s
wishes, cremation has taken place and no servic-
es will be held. Arrangements are being handled
by Clark Family Funeral Chapel and Cremation
Service.

A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Once the profile is de-
veloped, it will be ad-
vertised for at least four
weeks, but the length of
time and places it is ad-
vertised are up to MML
lead executive recruiter
Kathie Grinziner, he said.

The job description for
the position, developed
in April 2015 as part of
a MML classification and
compensation study, in-
cludes minimum require-
ments such as a bache-
lor’s degree in criminal
justice, public or busi-
ness administration or
a related field; seven or
more years of progres-
sively more responsi-
ble public safety expe-
rience, including four
years as a command of-
ficer in a similar-sized
department; graduation
from an advanced man-

agement program such
as the FBI Academy or
Northwestern Univer-
sity School of Police Staff
and Command and Mich-
igan Commission on Law
Enforcement Standards
(MCOLES) certification.

“(We want to) adver-
tise in places potential
police chiefs are likely to
see it,” Moore said.

This could include
sites such as the MML
and Michigan Police
Chie fs A ssoc iat ion ,
among others, he said.

Once the search is
complete, Moore would
recommend to the city
commission who to hire.

In January, Walsh said
he will remain in the po-
sition throughout the
search for a new director
but wanted to give ample
notice of his intentions
to retire so there will be
a smooth transition.

Walsh has been public
safety director since Au-
gust 2001.

Search
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do to protect themselves
from this sort of extortion,
Browne said

First, don’t put any-
thing on the internet that
would be embarrassing if
friends, family or the pub-
lic consumed it, Browne

said.
“Who you think you are

talking to may not be who
you’re talking to,” Browne
said, noting there are end-
less ways to disguise and
deceive identity.

Finally, Browne asked
that victims report any
extortion or similar inter-
net scams or crimes to po-
lice, and never send money
or cards.

Extortion
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for storage purposes. And,
unlike the old library, a
public restroom will be
available for residents.

The CRDL rented out
the space for the old li-
brary, but bought the
property for the new
space. Friedrich said the
group is anxious to get ev-
erything moved over and
welcome in residents.

“We’re super excited to
get over there,” Friedrich
said. “We’ve gotten pretty
much everything we want
in the new building.”

The Fremont Town-
ship Library had been in
its original location since
1981.

One of the benefits of

being in the middle of
town was its proximity to
Winn Elementary School
and the Winn Activity
Center. The CRDL said it
hopes to keep those part-
nerships going forward.

Township library card
holders can use their
cards at the other four
CRDL libraries in the
meantime.

Books can be returned
to the drop box at the old
location until the box is
relocated to the new lo-
cation.

Hours for the Fremont
Township Community Li-
brary will be Monday 10
a.m. to 6 p.m.,Tuesday
and Wednesday 3-8 p.m.,
Thursday noon to 8 p.m.
and Sunday noon to 4 p.m.

For more information,
visit www.crdl.org or call
989-866-2550.

Library
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Pine River Superfund Task Force Chair Jane Keon
stands next to a tombstone, warning passersby of the
contamination at the old Velsicol Chemical plant site in St.
Louis.

material from Potential
Source Areas 1 and 2 is
complete and is available
on the Velsciol web page.
It can also be found at the
T.A. Cutler Memorial Li-
brary. https://semspub.
epa.gov/work/05/932093.
pdf

• EPA and MDEQ have
received and are review-
ing the first draft of the
groundwater modeling re-
port. This report will be
used to help design the

groundwater treatment
system.

• EPA and MDEQ are
expecting to meet with
Matt Zwiernik to discuss
his results from his inves-
tigation and plan upcom-
ing work for this summer.
Information will be pre-
sented to the Pine River
CAG in the near future.

• After winter shut-
down, the operation of the
groundwater collection
system will likely restart in
March. (Please note, it was
incorrectly reported in the
January 2017 update that
the system was collecting
groundwater.)

Velsicol
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DEARBORNHEIGHTS(AP)>> A
suburban Detroit man who
spent 16 years in prison
for killing his first wife
pleaded guilty Wednesday
in the slayings of his two
daughters and two step-
children and in the torture
of his second wife.

Gregory Green, 50, ad-
mitted to the slayings in
Dearborn Heights District
Court right after he was
ruled competent to stand
trial.

“He wanted to get it
over with,” defense attor-
ney Charles Longstreet II
told reporters.

Authorities say Green
killed his daughters, Koi,
5, and Kaleigh, 4, last Sep-
tember by carbon monox-
ide poisoning by leaving
them in a car with the en-
gine running. He then fa-
tally shot his stepchildren
Chadney Allen, 19, and
Kara Allen, 17, in front of
their mother, Faith Green,
his second wife.

Faith Green, 39, was
slashed across her face
with a box cutter, shot in
the foot and tied up but

survived the Sept. 21 at-
tack. She also was the
mother of Koi and Kaleigh
and had twice filed for a
divorce. A judge rejected a
personal protection order
for her in 2013.

Police say Gregory Green
dialed 911 after the slay-
ings and waited for offi-
cers to arrive.

Sentencing is sched-
uled for March 1 in Wayne
County Circuit Court. Greg-
ory Green has to serve two
mandatory years in prison
for using a firearm during
a felony. A sentence agree-
ment also calls for 45 to 100
years in prison. Green will
be 97 before being eligible to
apply for parole, according
to the prosecutor’s office.

Faith Green and the fa-
ther of Chadney and Kara
Allen approved the plea
deal, prosecutors said.

Green served 16 years
in prison for the 1991 kill-
ing of his first wife, who
was pregnant. He married
Faith Green in 2010, two
years after he left prison
on his fifth request for pa-
role.

STATE

Man pleads guilty in slayings of
his two kids, two stepchildren

ORALANDER BRAND-WILLIAMS — DETROIT NEWS VIA AP

Gregory Green of Dearborn Heights appears in court
Wednesday in Dearborn Heights.

ByDavid Eggert
Of The Associated Press

LANSING>> A Republican-led
House panel voted Wednes-
day to cut Michigan’s income
tax next year and eliminate
it over a number of decades,
despite “serious concerns”
lodged by Gov. Rick Snyder.

Supporters said the bill ,
approved 7-4 on party lines
and sent to the House, would
fulfill a nearly decade-old
promise to reduce the 4.25
percent tax to 3.9 percent
after it was raised to help
balance the budget in 2007.
The reduction would cost
the state’s $10.5 billion gen-
eral fund $680 million in the
next fiscal year and $1.1 bil-
lion the following year as the
budget tightens due to other
tax cuts and a shift of fund-
ing toward road repairs.

The sponsor, Republican
Rep. Lee Chatfield of Lever-
ing, said cutting the “work
tax” would spur economic
growth and allow people
“living paycheck to pay-
check to see meaningful

tax relief. This allows them
more buying power. It allows
them to keep more of their
hard-earned dollars in their
pocket.”

State Treasurer Nick
Khouri said state and lo-
cal business and other taxes
have dropped a combined
$2.8 billion since the Re-
publican governor took of-
fice in 2011. Michigan had
the 14th-lowest state and
local tax burden in 2014, a
drop from the 32nd-lowest
in 2010, he said. The per-
sonal income tax rate is the
smallest among five Great
Lakes states.

“How are we going to
make up the $1.1 billion for
the first full budget year?”
Khouri said.

He estimated the state
has a budget surplus be-
tween $500 million and
$600 million, but said it is a
“one-time surplus” that will
not recur year in and year
out. The budget proposal un-
veiled last week by Snyder
does not call for a tax cut.

In a rare rebuke of law-

makers, Snyder criticized
the quick vote that occurred
after one 90-minute House
Tax Policy Committee meet-
ing.

“I hope the House will be
more deliberate before tak-
ing a full vote,” Snyder said
in a statement. “It’s impor-
tant that each representative
has time to hear from their
residents and allow them to
weigh in before making a
decision on a bill that will
have statewide impacts for
the next 40 years. I’d reiter-
ate I have serious concerns
about this bill.”

A person with $50,000
in annual taxable income
would pay $175 less initially
if the bill is enacted. The
tax cut would equal $35 for
each $10,000 of taxable in-
come, said Jim Stansell, as-
sociate director and senior
economist for the nonpar-
tisan House Fiscal Agency.

Conservative groups tes-
tified in favor, noting how
Snyder and majority Repub-
licans in 2011 froze the rate
even though it was sched-

uled to eventually fall back
to 3.9 percent. They instead
slashed the main business
tax, taxed retirement income
and made other tax changes.

“A promise is a promise,”
said GOP Rep. Peter Lucido
of Macomb County’s Shelby
Township

Democrats and organiza-
tions representing local gov-
ernments and school boards
opposed the legislation.

The Michigan League for
Public Policy, which advo-
cates for the poor, said the
tax cut would dispropor-
tionately benefit the wealthy.
President and CEO Gilda
Jacobs pointed to Kansas,
which has struggled to bal-
ance its budget since Repub-
licans slashed personal in-
come taxes in 2012 and 2013.

“Instead of boosting state
economy, Kansas has been
in a state of perpetual cri-
sis,” she said.

Democratic Rep. Jim Elli-
son of Royal Oak said a tax
cut would not help fix the
roads or make college more
affordable.

STATE

House panel OKs income tax cut over Snyder’s opposition

ByEdWhite
Of The Associated Press

DETROIT >> A Michigan
county’s tradition of Chris-
tian-only prayers at public
meetings violates the U.S.
Constitution by promot-
ing one faith over others, a
federal appeals court ruled
Wednesday.

In a 2-1 decision, the
court ruled in favor of a
resident who was offended
after he began attending
Jackson County Board of
Commissioners meetings
in 2013 to discuss environ-
mental issues. One com-
missioner called Peter Bor-
muth a “nitwit,” and his
lawsuit was panned as an
attack on Jesus Christ.

The 6th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals said
prayer invocations at pub-
lic meetings can be legal.
But in Jackson County, the
court noted that only com-
missioners offered a prayer,

not audience members,
and the prayer was always
Christian, not from other
faiths.

“There is no distinc-
tion between the govern-
ment and the prayer-giver:
They are one and the same.
The prayers, in Bormuth’s
words, are literally ‘govern-
ment speech,’” said judges
Karen Nelson Moore and
Jane Branstetter Stranch.

They said the exclusion
of non-Christian prayers
puts Christianity “in a priv-
ileged position” and “ad-
vances one faith over oth-
ers.”

The court reversed a
decision by U.S. District
Judge Marianne Battani in
Detroit, who said Bormuth
was being “hypersensitive.”

“I’m very pleased. I can’t
wait to read the decision,”
said Bormuth, 61, a non-
lawyer who has repre-
sented himself during more
than three years of litiga-

tion. “One of the greatest
gifts we were given by our
Founding Fathers was the
separation of church and
state and religious free-
dom.”

In his lawsuit, Bormuth,
a pagan, said he felt com-
pelled to stand and partic-
ipate in religion in order to
speak to elected officials at
meetings. He believes his
criticism likely cost him
appointments on a county
solid waste committee and
a public works board.

James “Steve” Shot-
well Jr., chairman of the
county board, declined to
comment on the decision.
County Administrator

Mike Overton said an invo-
cation is offered at monthly
meetings.

“Each commissioner
does whatever they feel is
appropriate,” he said. “I
haven’t seen anything other
than a Christian prayer or
a moment of silence. We
aren’t trying to proselytize
or anything like that.”

In dissent, Judge Rich-
ard Griffin said the court’s
majority opinion misap-
plied U.S. Supreme Court
decisions on public prayer.
He also said Jackson
County commissioners are
not required to give people
of other faiths an opportu-
nity for an invocation.

STATE

Court says Christian-only prayer is illegal
The court reversed a decision
byU.S. District Judge
Marianne Battani in Detroit,
who said Bormuthwas being
“hypersensitive.”
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