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ByLindaGittleman
Special to the Morning Sun

Definitive, rock solid answers to
health questions are often hard to
come by.

But unless questions are asked
and a study begins, no one will
ever know if the chemical con-
tamination in St. Louis has been
the cause of certain illnesses and
deaths in the community.

Many people have responded to
the health questionnaire and map
geared for current and former St.
Louis residents.

That questionnaire was initi-
ated by former resident JoAnne
Hall Scalf a few months ago.

But not enough people have
filled out the forms.

To begin getting answers to
questions that have plagued the
city’s residents is the goal.

And, that starts with questions
about current and former resi-
dents’ health as well as the health
of their family members.

To help local residents with the
forms, St. Louis City Hall will be
open from 5 to 8 p.m. on Wednes-

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Residents
can help
with health
answers

By LindaGittleman
Special to the Sun

Editor’s Note: April marks the
100th anniversary of the U.S. en-
tering World War I, which will
be commemorated by Friends of
the Alma Library. This is first of
three stories.

In the 100 years since Congress
declared war in April of 1917, any-
one who fought in World War I
and lived to tell about it, is now
dead.

For many, any knowledge of
that war stems from hazy mem-
ories of history classes.

Echoes of the past however, are
being heard again, as members of
the Friends of the Alma Public Li-
brary host a big event — with din-
ner, music and a historical pro-
gram set for April 8.

Tickets are on sale now at the
library.

In the beginning of the war,
newspapers of the day were filled
with stories of parades, bond ral-
lies and enlistments.

Gratiot was no different.
In just a matter of weeks, more

than 600 men signed up in Alma
alone.

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Over There:
Remembering the
Great War, Part I

COURTESY PHOTO

CMU graduate student Laura Moore has been studying algal responses to nitrogen as part of a $20million grant from the EPA.

Central Michigan University
Public Relations

Nutrient imbalances in the
Great Lakes, once under con-
trol, have begun to reappear,
bringing with them harmful
algal blooms and toxic water
conditions. These algal blooms
are responsible for killing wild-
life and shutting down beaches.
Central Michigan University
graduate student Laura Moore
is looking to find the culprit.

Past legislation focuses heav-
ily on phosphorus management
and dates all the way back to
the Clean Water Act in 1972.
Moore’s research, on the other
hand, targets nitrogen as a new
suspect.

“My research, which is a spi-
noff of the $20 million EPA
grant that CMU has received,
focuses on other aspects that
might be causing these harm-

ful issues,” Moore said. “Specif-
ically, I’m looking at nitrogen, a
nutrient that also is very impor-
tant in aquatic environments
that haven’t been studied like
phosphorus has been.”

Moore began studying algal
responses to nutrient gradi-
ents as an undergraduate stu-
dent with CMU biology profes-
sor and director of the CMU
Institute for Great Lakes Re-
search Don Uzarski and will in-
corporate her findings into her
thesis.

Using technology and equip-
ment within CMU’s new Bio-
sciences Building, Moore ob-
serves nutrient levels in three
locations: Saginaw Bay, an area
that often sees human distur-
bance, as well as less-disturbed
areas on Beaver Island and the
Les Cheneaux Islands archipel-
ago in the Upper Peninsula.

According to Uzarski, the ni-

trogen concentrations in Lake
Michigan are nearly 10 times
where they should be. This is
potentially problematic for cit-
ies like Grand Rapids that ob-
tain water from Lake Michigan.

Moore’s findings have large
implications for future research
and management regarding
Great Lakes health.

“Good science is going to
answer one or two questions
but generate 10 more,” Uzar-
ski said. “That’s the process. It
will take us in a different direc-
tion, pointing the finger toward
other issues and how we can ul-
timately address those issues.”

Nitrogen and phosphorus
alike can be found in runoff
from agriculture and industry.
The things we pour down the
drain each day — such as dish
soap — also can have a large im-
pact.

“The Great Lakes are one
of the largest freshwater re-
sources so we need to take care
of them,” Moore said.

“We rely on the Great Lakes
for so many things including
fisheries, water for businesses
and recreation. Being able to
be in that environment and do
my research is like a blessing
to me.”

MT. PLEASANT

CMU GRAD STUDENT UNCOVERS
CHANGE NEEDED FOR GREAT LAKES

By Lisa Yanick-Jonaitis
ljonaitis@michigannewspapers.com
@lisayj_msun on Twitter

A wintry mix of snow, sleet and
rain may have contributed to an
average number of police calls for
service during St. Patrick’s Day in
Mt. Pleasant this year, despite the
holiday falling on a Friday.

From 7 a.m. Friday until 7 a.m.
Saturday, the Mt. Pleasant Po-
lice Department responded to

137 calls for service, down about
13 percent from 158 calls in 2016
said Public Information Officer
Jeff Browne.

In that timeframe, police is-
sued 30 citations and arrested
six people.

Included among those cited or
arrested were 10 minors in pos-
session, seven open alcohol con-
tainer tickets and one operating
while intoxicated, Browne said.

Those numbers are comparable

to 2016 when eight people were
arrested and 22 ticketed, while in
2015 10 were arrested and 19 tick-
eted over the holiday.

Friday calls for police assis-
tance started out slower than
expected with calls not peaking
until about 8 p.m., a fact Browne
said is likely related to chilly, wet
weather.

“We definitely had pure Mich-
igan,” Brown said. “We had it all:
rain, snow, sleet. The majority of

our calls were in the evening un-
til about 1 or 2 a.m. If we have a
beautiful day (on St. Patrick’s Day)
police are busier.”

As day turned to evening,
party-goers could be seen in the
student-heavy neighborhoods
north of Central Michigan Uni-
versity’s Campus but most parties
were small and generally respect-
ful of neighbors, Browne said.

Rowdy celebrations in Mt.
Pleasant didn’t seem to carry

through Saturday either, as police
responded to 68 calls for service
including 16 traffic stops, simi-
lar to most weekends, Browne
said.

MT. PLEASANT

Colder temperatures keep St. Paddy’s calm
30
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BY THE NUMBERS

Research points to change in nutrient management
“We rely on theGreat Lakes for somany
things including fisheries, water for
businesses and recreation. Being able
to be in that environment and domy
research is like a blessing tome.”
— Central Michigan University graduate student Laura Moore
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ByVerenaDobnik
Of The Associated Press

NEWYORK>> Author-colum-
nist Jimmy Breslin, the Pu-
litzer Prize-winning chron-
icler of wise guys and un-
derdogs who became the
brash embodiment of the
old-time, street smart New
Yorker, died Sunday. He
was 88.

Breslin died at his Man-
hattan home of complica-
tions from pneumonia, his
stepdaughter, Emily El-
dridge, said.

Breslin was a fixture
for decades in New York
journalism, notably with
the New York Daily News.
It was Breslin, a rumpled
bed of a reporter, who
mounted a quixotic politi-
cal campaign for citywide
office in the ‘60s; who be-
came the Son of Sam’s reg-
ular correspondent in the
‘70s; who exposed the city’s
worst corruption scandal
in decades in the ‘80s; who
was pulled from a car and
stripped to his underwear
by Brooklyn rioters in the
‘90s. With his uncombed
mop of hair and sneering
Queens accent, Breslin was
like a character right out of
his own work, and didn’t
mind telling you.

“I’m the best person ever
to have a column in this
business,” he once boasted.
“There’s never been any-
body in my league.”

With typical disregard
for authority, Breslin once
took out a newspaper ad
to “fire” the ABC television
network when it aired his
short-lived TV show in a
lousy time slot. That same
year, he captured the 1986
Pulitzer for commentary
and the George Polk Award
for metropolitan reporting.
More than 20 years earlier,
with Gay Talese and Tom
Wolfe, Breslin had helped
create “New Journalism” —
a more literary approach to
news reporting.

He was an acclaimed
author, too, moving eas-
ily between genres. “The
Gang that Couldn’t Shoot
Straight” was his comic
chronicle of the Brooklyn
mob, “Damon Runyon: A
Life” was an account of
his spiritual predecessor,
“I Want to Thank My Brain
for Remembering Me” was
a memoir.

Breslin was to Queens
Boulevard what Runyon
was to Broadway — colum-
nist, confessor and town
crier, from the Pastrami
King to Red McGuire’s sa-
loon. He reveled in the bor-
ough, even as he moved far
beyond it.

“Breslin is an intellec-
tual disguised as a bar-
room primitive,” wrote
Jack Newfield and Wayne
Barrett in their book “City
for Sale.”

The eccentric, enter-

taining Breslin acknowl-
edged he was prone to fits
of pique and a bad temper.
After spewing ethnic slurs
at a Korean-American co-
worker in 1990, Breslin
apologized by writing,
“I am no good and once
again I can prove it.”

But the Pulitzer com-
mittee, in citing Breslin’s
commentary, noted that
his columns “consistently
championed ordinary citi-
zens.” The winning pieces
exposed police torture in a
Queens precinct, and took
a sympathetic look at the
life of an AIDS patient.

A few days after the
2001 World Trade Center
attacks, he wrote of the
dwindling hopes for the
families.

“The streets have been
covered with pictures and
posters of missing people,”
he wrote. “The messages
on the posters begging for
help. Their wife could be in
a coma in a hospital. The
husband could be wan-
dering the street. Please
look. My sister could have
stumbled out of the wreck-
age and taken to a hospi-
tal that doesn’t know her.
Help. Call if you see her.
But now it is the ninth day
and the beautiful sad hope
of the families seems more
like denial.”

In other columns, Bre-
slin presented an array
of recurring characters —
Klein the Lawyer, Shelly
the Bail Bondsman, Un
Occhio the mob boss. They
seemed to blur the line be-
tween fact and fiction, un-
til the first pair became key
figures in Breslin’s 1986 ex-
clusive on the multimil-
lion-dollar Parking Viola-
tions Bureau scandal.

“Of course I would be-
tray a friend for the biggest
story of the year,” he said
after doing just that on the
last manual typewriter in

the News’ old 42nd Street
newsroom.

After such successes,
he held court in Costello’s
bar in midtown Manhat-
tan — at least until he quit
drinking in his post-Pulit-
zer years.

“Whiskey betrays you
when you need it most,”
he said in a 1989 interview.
“You think it will fortify
you. But it weakens you.”

Breslin was born in
Queens, the son of James
Breslin Sr. and his wife
Frances. The hard-drink-
ing elder Breslin aban-
doned the family when
Jimmy was 6; he died bro-
ken and broke in a Miami
nursing home.

Breslin’s mother sup-
ported the family by work-
ing for 30 years as a wel-
fare system administrator.

Breslin demonstrated
few early skills as a word-
smith; he once said that
he graduated high school
“in the requisite five years”
before a brief, undistin-
guished stay at Long Is-
land University.

The college dropout-to-
be was already working
at the Long Island Press
when he enrolled at LIU in
1948. Breslin was a sports-

writer, bouncing between
papers until landing at the
New York Herald Tribune.

He became a news
columnist in 1963, and
quickly found a story when
none seemed left to tell. As
reporters worldwide ar-
rived to cover President
Kennedy’s funeral, Breslin
alone sought out the pres-
idential grave-digger, Clif-
ton Pollard, and began his
report with Pollard having
a breakfast of bacon and
eggs at his apartment on
the Sunday following JFK’s
assassination.

“Pollard was in the mid-
dle of eating them when
he received the phone call
he had been expecting. It
was from Mazo Kawalchik,
who is the foreman of the
gravediggers at Arlington
National Cemetery, which
is where Pollard works for
a living,” Breslin wrote.

“‘Polly, could you please
be here by eleven o’clock
this morning?’ Kawalchik
asked. ‘I guess you know
what it’s for.’ Pollard did.
He hung up the phone, fin-
ished breakfast, and left
his apartment so he could
spend Sunday digging a
grave for John Fitzgerald
Kennedy.”
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Jimmy Breslin, chronicler of
wise guys and underdogs, dies

ByHillel Italie
Of The Associated Press

NEW YORK >> Behind so
many great rock bands and
rock songs looms the music
of Chuck Berry.

Like the time a teenage
Keith Richards ran into
a childhood friend, Mick
Jagger, at a train station
in England and discovered
they were musical soul
mates.

“You know I was keen on
Chuck Berry and I thought
I was the only fan for
miles,” Richards wrote to
a relative in April 1962. “I
was holding one of Chuck’s
records when a guy I knew
at primary school ... came
up to me. He’s got every
Chuck Berry ever made and
all his mates have, too.”

Berry died Saturday at
age 90, leaving behind not
only a core of rock classics
such as “Johnny B. Goode”
and “Roll Over Beethoven,”
but countless descendants
in songs clearly indebted to
him in sound and in spirit.

You could assemble a
heavenly mix tape just
of the hits built around
his guitar work. You can
hear it overtly in the
Rolling Stones’ “Brown
Sugar,” which closes with
a near-verbatim homage to
“Johnny B. Goode,” in Bob
Seger’s “Get Out of Denver”
and the Beach Boys’ “Fun,
Fun, Fun,” or in brief pas-
sages to songs that might
not otherwise remind any-
one of Berry, like the Ea-
gles’ “Peaceful Easy Feel-
ing” or the Who’s “Who
are You.”

“It started with Chuck
Berry. He inspired us
all,” tweeted Rod Stew-
art, whose Berry-inf lu-
enced songs included “Hot
Legs” and “Stay With Me,”
a hit when he was with the
Faces. “The 1st album I
bought was Chuck’s ‘Live at
the Tivoli’ and I was never
the same.”

Berry also patented
an animated, stream of
consciousness storytell-
ing style that artists have
been using ever since. Lis-
ten to Bob Dylan unfurl his
story of paranoia in “Sub-
terranean Homesick Blues”

or his old man’s boast in
“Thunder On the Moun-
tain,” or the Rolling Stones’
mockery in “Respectable,”
songs inconceivable with-
out Berry’s “Maybellene”
and “Too Much Monkey
Business” among others.
Berry’s rocking groove
and comic spirit inspire
Creedence Clearwater Re-
vival’s sci-fi “It Came Out
of the Sky,” while Seger’s
“Rock and Roll Never For-
gets” consciously brings
Berry’s teen world into
adult life.

So now sweet 16’s turned
31

You get to feelin’ weary
when the workday’s done

Well all you got to do is
get up and into your kicks

If you’re in a fix
Come back baby, rock

and roll never forgets
Critic Peter Guralnick

notes that Berry’s influ-
ence is both literal, in the
way Richards might con-
sciously imitate one of his
riffs, and more general in
his poetry and novelistic
detail. The Cadillac in Ber-
ry’s “Nadine” is not just a
Cadillac, but a “coffee col-
ored” Cadillac. He says one
of Dylan’s great accom-
plishments was absorbing
Berry’s gifts into his own
style.

“Dylan called Berry the
‘Shakespeare of rock n’ roll’
and with good reason,” Gu-
ralnick said Sunday. “Had
the Nobel committee been
open to popular musicians
before Dylan’s era, they
might have given the prize
to Berry.”

Berry didn’t just create
the music for so many rock
n’ roll lives but helped in-
vent the characters — the
bored student, the groupie,
the would-be guitar hero
— and placed them in an
American landscape of
restlessness, aspiration
and motion. The simple
pleasure, and underlying
boredom, of The Beach
Boys’ “I Get Around” were
the suburban Californians’
take on Berry’s “No Partic-
ular Place to Go.” Spring-
steen’s “Born to Run” is
rock romance and adven-
ture in the grandest Berry
style.
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day March 22, said Jim Hall,
member of the Pine River
Superfund Task Force and
Scalf’s brother.

Some members of the
task force will be on hand
and will answer questions if
they can, he said.

It’s hoped that the health
map and survey will serve
as a springboard for further
studies that will eventually
include the education of
physicians who treat people
with pollution related prob-
lems here and elsewhere.

“Our success in the last 18
years has been monumen-
tal,” Hall said, noting the
clean ups of the river, the
residential areas and dump
sites. “We’ve come a long
way. We can’t quit fighting
now.”

Health
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Thereafter, it seemed
that every week the local
papers published the num-
ber of men between the
ages of 21 and 31 called to
the draft.

Some men were ex-
empt. They were mar-
ried or they worked in
agriculture.

But even that changed
in May, 1918, when those
exemptions disappeared
as quotas had to be
filled.

“The army must have
its men,” the newspaper
stated.

Those draft notices con-
tinued right up to the ar-
mistice on Nov. 11, 1918,

Yet once war was de-
clared, the U. S. didn’t
hurry to get “over there.”

The first battlefield ca-
sualties from Gratiot
didn’t occur until the
summer of 1918, although
they came fast after
that.

The first boy to be killed
from Alma was 16-year old
Leslie McLean, who died
of his wounds in July in
France.

It may be worth noting
how the Alma paper re-
ported his death - in an un-
usually lurid style even for
that period.

“The hand of grim death,
which is stalking over the
blood drenched battlefields
of Europe, has reached
forth its bloody fingers
and called to its own the
first Alma man to fall on

the battlefield, facing the
scourge of the earth, the
terrible Hun.”

A memorial service was
held in a Chautauqua tent
and “the entire city turned
out to honor the memory of
Alma’s first to fall,” the pa-
per stated.

Not everyone was fer-
vently patriotic though.
Three young men were ar-

rested in Alma for failing
to register for the draft and
a Breckenridge man was
sentenced to 10 years in
the Leavenworth peniten-
tiary for desertion when
he ran away from Camp
Custer.

These men were called
slackers.

A “well-to-do farmer”
in Gratiot County became
something of a victim for
being an alleged slacker.

“It is alleged he made
some slighting remarks
about the government,” the
paper reported.

And, it was alleged that
he consistently refused to
purchase war bonds and
stamps or even contribute
to the Red Cross.

For his alleged sins,
his home and barn were
painted yellow and the
word “slacker” was printed
in large letters.

The paper did not re-
port who may have been
responsible.

Heroes however, there
were.

In October, 1918, the
Alma Record reported
that Gratiot’s Pvt. Bernard
Schultheiss was awarded
the Distinguished Service
Cross by Gen. “Black Jack”
Pershing near Soissons,

France.
On Sept. 1 of that year,

Schultheiss “carried a mes-
sage across an open field,
swept by enemy fire.”

He delivered the mes-
sage, making it possible to
advance to attack, the pa-
per said.

“The life of the lad was
in danger every step that
he took over the bullet-
swept field,” the paper said.

Major Ralph Royce, a
graduate of West Point,
was the first American avi-
ator to accomplish a recon-
naissance flight over en-
emy territory.

He was the grandson of
Alma’s founder, Gen. Ralph
Ely.

In August, 1918, the pa-
per reported that Private
William Fields of St. Louis
was killed in the second
battle of the Marne.

The 30 year-old vol-
unteered to locate a ma-
chine gun nest, which he
did.

He was killed on the way
back, the newspaper said

Called one of “our best
soldiers,” faithful and one
of the bravest, he was to
have been promoted that
day.

There were many, many
more.

War
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Chuck Berry’s spirit
lives on through
countless songs

JAMES A. FINLEY — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

In this Oct. 17, 1986file photo, Chuck Berry performs
during a concert celebration for his 60th birthday at
the Fox Theatre in St. Louis, Mo. On Saturday, police in
Missouri said Berry has died at the age of 90.

MARIO CABRERA — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, FILE

In this April 17, 1986, file photo, Jimmy Breslin of the New York Daily News, speaks
to reporters after winning the Pulitzer prize for commentary, in the newsroom of the
newspaper in New York. Breslin, the chronicler of wise guys and underdogs who became
the brash embodiment of the old-time, street smart New Yorker, died Sunday. His
stepdaughter said Breslin died at his Manhattan home of complications from pneumonia.

JIM COOPER — THE ASSCIATED PRESS, FILE

Author-columnist Jimmy Breslin poses for a photo in his
New York apartment.

PHOTO COURTESY ALMA PUBLIC LIBRARY

Alma’s Republic Trucks manufactured these Liberty
Trucks during World War I. On April 8the Library is hosting
a look at Alma’s involvement in war efforts 100years later.

“Our success
in the last 18
years has been
monumental.”
— Jim Hall, member of the Pine
River Superfund Task Force
and Scalf’s brother
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