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Ryan St. Denis, who has lived
in Shepherd for 20 years, has seen
how maple syrup is made.

Now, at the fifth annual Mich-
igan Maple Syrup Association’s
Maple Syrup Weekend on Satur-
day and today from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. — held at Shepherd Sugar
Bush at 415 N. Third St. in Shep-
herd, and 26 other locations
across Michigan through two
weekends — St. Denis can pass
on the tradition to his son Levi, 7.

“It’s what we’re known for,” St.
Denis said. “Shepherd’s made a
pretty good name for itself based
on the size of the operation.”

Visitors were given tours of the
production facility, and shown
how the sap is made into syrup
and used in other products such
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Maple Syrup
Weekend draws
crowds Saturday
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It would happen several times
a day, without fail.

Music lovers and record fa-
natics would come into B’s Mu-
sic Shop, located in uptown Mt.
Pleasant, asking for vinyl records.

According to the store’s Google
ad listing, vinyl records were a
part of its featured merchandised.
However, that was not the case.

“Almost 10-15 people would
come in and ask us where they
were and I’d have to tell them that
we actually don’t,” said owner
Brian Hansen. “I felt bad and
that was a ton of business we were

MT. PLEASANT

Vinyl records
‘taking off’ in
mid-Michigan

SEAN BRADLEY — THE MORNING SUN

The Clare Irish Festival parade was the highlight of the event Saturday. Hundreds of people viewed the parade, many dressing up in
costume.

BySeanBradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com
@MorningSunSean on Twitter

Homemade hats in tow,
Jim Collins, his wife and their
friends traveled from Manches-
ter to their cabin in Harrison to
celebrate the Clare Irish Festival
on Saturday.

The green hats, made by
turning paper bags inside out
and spray painted, were worn
by them while watching the pa-
rade downtown with hundreds
of other spectators.

Collins and the others have
been coming to the festival for
the past 10 years, which fea-

tured the annual parade and
other events.

“We love the atmosphere (of
the festival),” Collins said.

He, his wife and the others at-
tend other events throughout the
day as well.

John Kushmaul, from Clare,
dressed up in a full leprechaun
costume, which he found online
and has worn at the festival for
the past four years. He even has
a full red beard.

“I haven’t missed a St. Patty’s
Festival in 17 years,” he said.

He enjoys the festival because
he can meet people be with
friends.

“There’s a lot of people who

live out of state and out of town
(who come to the festival) and
it’s always good to hang out with
them,” Kushmaul said. The festi-
val started Wednesday with the
annual pub crawl through down-
town Clare and The Clare Moose
Family Center provided enter-
tainment Saturday by Coyote
Creek, the Scottville Clown Band
and the Southbound Band, along
with karaoke and Irish food.

After the parade, WCFX
hosted the main stage featuring
the Irish Pub, a variety of music
and entertainment, as well as a
frozen T-shirt contest.

Brent Duffett, from Clare,
sported a green beard at Cops

and Doughnuts when the White
Pine Pipes and Drums and the
Highland Dancers performed
bagpipe music.

“(The festival is) one of those
things you do when you live in
Clare,” Duffett said. “This is the
big event to come home to and
see people you may not normally
see.” He participated in the Irish
Festival 5K/10K/2 mile walk
road race at Clare High School.

The festival concludes today
with the Lucky Leprechaun pool
tournament at noon at Gate-
way Lanes, as well as the pub
crawl drawing at noon at the
Doherty Hotel for a large screen
TV.

CLARECOUNTY

SEA OF GREEN DECORATES
THE CLARE IRISH FESTIVAL

By LindaGittleman
For the Morning Sun

The Pine River Superfund
Task Force is fed up with Mich-
igan’s Department of Health
and Human Services and the
Michigan Public Health Insti-
tute.

In a blistering letter to Nick
Lyon, director of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human
Services, the citizens action
group outlined the years of
problems, lack of help and even

roadblocks the group has faced
when it comes to PBB and the
health impact on its residents.

If no action is forthcoming,
the task force is prepared to
take the problem to the state’s
attorney general.

When the fire retardant PBB
was accidentally introduced
into the food chain in the
1970s, the state began a study
to evaluate the health of Mich-
igan residents and workers at
the St. Louis Velsicol plant.

That study fizzled out begin-

ning in the early 1990s, said Dr.
Ed Lorenz, vice chair of the
task force.

“It was irresponsible,” he
said. “They dropped workers
because they had too many
contaminants in their bodies.”

This was done despite the
fact that “peer reviewed re-
search continued to reveal a
variety of statistically signifi-
cant human health problems
associated with exposure to
PBB,” the letter said.

The ball that was dropped

by the state was picked up
by Emory University’s Roll-
ins School of Public Health in
2013.

Emory has continually, with
the help of the task force, tried
to get the names of the approx-
imately 4,000 people who were
in the original group called the
PBB Cohort.

These people have to give
their permission to release the
files to the university, Lorenz
explained, adding that permis-

Superfund task forcemay ask state AG for help

COURTESY PHOTO

The Pine River as seen in St. Louis.
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LearnWays to ReduceYour Risk of Stroke

FREE Community Program
Stroke: AreYou at Risk?
Tuesday, March 28 § 5:30 p.m.
Wilcox Auditorium
MidMichigan Medical Center - Gratiot

Registration is not required for this
program. For additional information,
call (989) 466-3661.

Stroke is the 5th leading cause of death in the United States with 800,000 new strokes occurring
each year. Any of the following signs and symptoms can be the body’s warning that you may be
having a stroke: sudden numbness, weakness, visual changes, slurred speech, paralysis of arms
or legs, or a severe headache. Prompt diagnosis and treatment of a stroke can help minimize
damage to the brain. Knowing your risk factors and how to prevent a stroke is key to living a
healthy lifestyle. Join us as we discuss the warning signs and what you can do to help reduce
your chances of having a stroke.
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

HOOK, MARK ALAN
Age 58; of Weidman,
Michigan; passed away
peacefully at home,
February 28, 2017,
after fighting a brave
battle with ALS (Lou
Gehrig’s Disease). Mark
is survived by his two
devoted sons, Justin D.
(Ashley) Hook of Hous-
ton, TX, and Chaz A.
Hook of Weidman, MI;
and his partner and
love, Char Gibbs-Hook
of Weidman, MI, who
cared for him tirelessly.
He was a proud grand-

pa to three-year-old Jackson Carter Hook, Hous-
ton, TX. Mark was the youngest child of Dorothy
(Allen) Hook Anderson of Lexington, KY, and was
preceded in death by his father, Charles Lee Hook
of Mt. Pleasant. He was adored by his siblings,
Lynda (Patrick) Hook McNamara of Lexington, KY,
David C. (Sharon) Hook of Traverse City, and Mary
E. Hook of Lexington, KY, as well as nine nieces
and nephews who were precious to him. Born
March 15, 1958, in Alma, Michigan. Mark was a
1976 graduate of Mt. Pleasant High School and
a 1980 graduate of Central Michigan University,
majoring in Therapeutic Recreation. Mark worked
in restaurant management in his early years and
then joined Bareman’s Dairy (Prairie Farms, Inc.)
as a Territory Sales Manager for nearly thirty years.
In addition to being a dedicated, fun loving family
man, Mark enjoyed traveling, both abroad and in
the U.S., usually visiting family members. He was
an outdoorsman, loved boating and fishing and en-
joying nature at every opportunity. He was always
up for family adventures, whether it be enjoying
the mountains, white water rafting, water skiing,
sharks tooth hunting on Florida beaches, or stop-
ping to enjoy a stream looking for special rocks
for his collection. Mark was always involved in his
two sons’ activities from sports to music, and was
himself a dedicated son, visiting his mother, “Dot”
whenever possible. He will be remembered for his
big personality that filled a room, his loving heart,
and a never-ending sense of humor. A celebration
of life for Mark’s family and friends will be held at
1 p.m., Sunday, March 26, at Clark Family Fu-
neral Chapel, 114 S. Bradley Street, Mt. Pleasant,
MI 48858. Condolences may be sent to Justin,
Chaz, and Char at 1307 N Littlefield Rd, Weidman,
MI, 48893. Thank you to all his friends and family
who brought food and sent cards or messages shar-
ing beautiful memories which were treasured. The
family wishes to recognize ALS of Michigan for their
support. Donations to fight this disease may be
made in Mark’s honor at: http://www.alsofmichi-
gan.org. Envelopes will be available at the funeral
chapel. You may view Mark’s obituary online and
send a condolence to the family, light a memorial
candle, or place a memorial donation at

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

missing out on.”
About a month ago, Han-

sen talked to his friend,
Brian Koehler, who picks
and salvages old items.

Koehler had a “decent”
collection of old vinyl re-
cords and the two made a
deal to sell his records in
the shop and Hansen would
take a small cut.

Hansen put a rack up in
the back corner of the store,
a sign up out front and they
took off after that.

“We sent out a note in the
newsletter and put the sign
up to see what would hap-
pen,” Hansen said. “We sold
about a couple hundred dol-
lars worth in records in the

first four days.”
In the last few years, vi-

nyl records have made a
comeback and has gained
popularity with the younger
generation.

Grammy-winning singer,
songwriter and producer
Jack White is overseeing
the launch of a vinyl record
pressing plant in the back of
his Third Man Records shop
north of downtown Detroit.

Hansen said the addition
of vinyl records at his store
has added a new dimension
to his business.

“It’s exciting how they’ve
taken off,” he said. “It’s
brought in a lot of music
fans who have never had
a reason to come in here.
They don’t play the guitar
or the ukulele. I think a lot
of people miss that record
store vibe.

“We really don’t need to
do that anymore and it’s
more of a fun way to expose
yourself to art.”

Kevin Stobbe, a cashier
at B’s Music Shop, said he’s
noticed different genera-
tions come in to appreciate
the records.

“There’s been a lot of
older people coming in look-
ing for them,” he said. “It’s
been cool to see their faces
light up and kind of re-live
their childhood.”

Hansen said he plans on
expanding their records sec-
tion and bringing in several
more racks.

Cory Elling, 44, of Mt.
Pleasant, shops for vinyl re-
cords quite frequently to
add to his collection of over
1,000 records. Elling said
the high-quality of vinyl re-
cords is what he likes about

them.
“To me it’s not the for-

mat, it’s the mastering of it.
If you play an early ‘Thriller’
or rip it onto your computer
and play it, the frequencies
will be really high,” he said.
“But with the record it’s al-
ready there and sounds
much better.” Elling said
millennials are fond of the
records because they never
got to experience them first-
hand growing up.

“There’s a whole genera-
tion that kind of missed out
on the physical format,” he
said. “I think down the road
even compact discs will take
a turn and become popular
again.”

Main Street Audio/Video
has sold records for some
time and has seen the sales
increase heavily in recent
years.

“It was just a natural fit
for us to also sell the re-
cords,” said owner Scott
Wager. “In the last three to
four years there has been
somewhat of a revival and
we have seen more interest
for them. Not just the pur-
ists, but the people coming
up our interested in them.”

Wager said vinyl records
have become so popular
that groups form and com-
municate when and where
new collections pop up.

“Several times a year, we
will buy a person’s entire
collection and then in turn
will infuse our collection
with new some new blood,”
he said. “When customers
hear we have a new collec-
tion, they tell their friends
and our collection will
get picked through fairly
quickly.”

Records
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as ice cream and cookies.
Free samples, and pancakes
and waffles, were also avail-
able.

St. Denis and his son
tried the ice cream, pan-
cakes and the cheesecake.

“The hard candy’s always
been a big hit for me,” he
said.

About 300 people come
have been coming to Shep-
herd Sugar Bush for the Ma-
ple Syrup Weekend since its
inception in 2012.

“The goal of the weekend
is to get people into their
(sugar) bushes where they
are,” said volunteer Mer-
rie Hammel on March 13;
she volunteers with her hus-
band Arnie Hammel at the
sugar bush.

Brandi Painter and
her family, from Elwell,
went to Shepherd Sugar
Bush for the first time
Saturday.

“It’s only in our back-
yard and I never knew they

did this,” Painter said. “We
may even have to tell peo-
ple about it so our friends
and family know it exists.”

She and her family have
been to the Shepherd Ma-
ple Syrup Festival though.

“It’s brought a lot of peo-
ple to this area,” Painter
said.

The 59th edition of the
festival takes place from
April 27-30 in Shepherd.

St. Denis, who came to

the Shepherd Maple Syrup
Festival with his father,
wants it to become a tra-
dition.

“It’s time for me to do
the same thing with my
own and let him see how
it’s done,” he said.

Doodle’s Sugar Bush, lo-
cated at 10566 S. Johnson
Road in Blanchard, also
participated Saturday and
will today from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m.

Syrup
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sion is not needed from the
families of those who have
died.

The state however, is un-
able to supply the names
and addresses, Lorenz said.

It’s clear that, “the re-
cords the institute holds
in its data base are flawed
and in some cases lost in
the files,” the letter stated.

A total of about 500
residents and former St.
Louis residents partici-
pated in health screenings
conducted by Emory a few
years ago.

One man, who worked at
the chemical plant, had his
original paperwork from
the 1970s with him when
he went to the screening

but the state claimed they
had no record of him, Lo-
renz said.

“After the 1970s PBB di-
saster, the people of St.
Louis became guinea pigs
for both chemical expo-
sure and also public health
agency indifference,” the
letter stated.

“Unwittingly, we were
pioneers in demonstrating
policy failures that most re-
cently, the residents of Flint
are coping with,” the letter
continued.

The PBB study records
were turned over to the
Michigan Public Health
Institute (MPHI) an orga-
nization created to study
public health issues. Lyon
also serves as chairman of
that board.

What is particularly
troubling to task force
members is the “constant

citing of privacy laws” by
the MPHI.

“Do you think the hun-
dreds of questions we re-
ceive from PBB-exposed
people are about privacy
concerns?” the letter said.

“No, they are worried
and (have) heartfelt ques-
tions about the health
outcomes experienced by
themselves and their chil-
dren and grandchildren.”

Until health depart-
ments throughout the
state can provide answers,
updated research results
and educational materi-
als to the people exposed,
the state is not meeting its
own requirements, Lorenz
said.

St. Louis is the epicen-
ter of the PBB disaster and
the task force is aware of
the global implications of
exposed populations, since

similar fire retardant prod-
ucts continue to be made,
he said.

The St. Louis area and
the PBB Cohart are ideal
for study.

Three generations are
needed for study - expo-
sure can and does impact
subsequent generations -
the state has the begin-
nings of a 40 year inter-
generational study in its
hands, Lorenz said.

“If you cannot resolve
this issue with a phone
call or two, let us know,
as we are prepared to take
our concerns to the state
attorney general,” the let-
ter concluded.

Copies were sent to Gov.
Snyder and Attorney Gen-
eral Bill Schuette as well
as State Senator Judy Em-
mons and State Represen-
tative James Lower.

Superfund
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PHOTOS BY SEAN BRADLEY — THE MORNING SUN

Brandi Painter, of Elwell, watches sap boil into syrup at the
Michigan Maple Weekend event on Saturday at Shepherd
Sugar Bush. She attended the event for the first time with
her family.

KULLEN LOGSDON — THE MORNING
SUN

Brian Hansen, the owner
of B’s Music Shop in Mt.
Pleasant, poses for a photo
by his new vinyl records
stand in the back of his
store on Thursday.

Dozens of people attended the Michigan Maple Syrup Weekend event Saturday at
Shepherd’s Sugar Bush. Tours of the syrup facility were given and food samples were
given out as well.

By JohnFlesher
Of The Associated Press

TRAVERSE CITY, MICH. >> It
sounds like an idea that
would warm a conserva-
tive Republican’s heart:
Kill funding of a regional
environmental cleanup that
has lasted seven years and
cost the federal government
more than $2 billion, with
no end in sight. If states
want to keep the program
going, let them pick up the
tab.

That is what Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s 2018
budget plan proposes for
the Great Lakes Restora-
tion Initiative, an ambi-
tious push to fix problems
that have long bedeviled
the world’s largest surface
freshwater system — from
invasive species to algal
blooms and toxic sludge
fouling tributary rivers.

During the Obama ad-
ministration, the program
generally got about $300
million a year. Trump’s of-
fer is zero. His spending
plan released Thursday
says it “returns the respon-
sibility for funding local
environmental efforts and
programs to state and local
entities, allowing EPA to fo-

cus on its highest national
priorities.”

The response from Re-
publicans in Great Lakes
states: No, thanks.

“I think it makes sense
for us to continue to make
prudent investments in
protecting and improving
the Great Lakes,” Wiscon-
sin Gov. Scott Walker told
The Associated Press, add-
ing that he would lobby the
Trump administration and
congressional leaders to
put the money back.

Gov. Rick Snyder of
Michigan considers Great
Lakes funding “very im-
portant to Michiganders,
therefore we know there
is strong support among
Michigan’s congressio-
nal delegation and we will
work with them to preserve
the funding,” spokeswoman

Anna Heaton said.
GOP lawmakers from

the region also rushed out
statements defending the
program. It “helps protect
both our environment and
our economy,” U.S. Sen. Rob
Portman of Ohio said.

The reaction illus-
trates a political fact of
life: Whether you consider
something in the budget
valuable or wasteful can de-
pend a lot on where you’re
from. And it underscores
the resistance Trump may
encounter to some spend-
ing cuts he is proposing for
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, the Depart-
ment of Interior and other
agencies that draw frequent
attacks from congressional
Republicans yet fund proj-
ects and services with sup-
port back home.

The president’s spend-
ing blueprint also targets
a Chesapeake Bay cleanup
begun in 1983 that received
$73 million last year, plus
other “geographic pro-
grams.” It doesn’t identify
them, but a proposal by the
Office of Management and
Budget this month called
for cutting all or most fund-
ing for San Francisco Bay,
Puget Sound and the Gulf
of Mexico.

Asked for more details,
EPA released a statement
saying the plan “reflects
the president’s priorities”
and that Administrator
Scott Pruitt “is commit-
ted to leading the EPA in
a more effective, more fo-
cused, less costly way as
we partner with states to
fulfill the agency’s core
mission.”Before his confir-
mation as EPA chief, Pruitt
told the Senate Environ-
ment and Public Works
Committee he would “con-
tinue EPA’s support” of the
initiative. In a written re-
sponse to questions, Pruitt
made no promises about
funding, but said he would
consider what the program
received previously when
making budget recommen-
dations.

STATE

Republicans join the Democrats
against Trump’s Great Lakes cuts

That iswhat President Donald
Trump’s 2018 budget plan
proposes for the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative, an
ambitious push to fix problems
that have long bedeviled the
world’s largest surface freshwater
system.
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