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By Little Gittleman
For the Morning Sun

A great deal of work has been
completed on Gratiot County’s
drains but more work still re-
mains.
Drainage tiles or pipes — some

100 years old — have to be re-
placed and in that way help
stem the pollution flowing into
the Pine River, Gratiot County
Drain Commissioner Bernie
Barnes told the Healthy Pine
River group Thursday.
This is especially true at the

area where the Honeyoye Creek
empties into the Pine.
The river in certain areas

is clearly and very obviously
shrinking, he said.
The good news is that just this

week the county’s Board of De-
termination — made up of resi-
dents who do not live in the par-
ticular drainage district — ap-
proved a clean up.
That means the tiles (or

pipes) will be replaced, Barnes
said, adding that it is possi-
ble — only possible — that the
river may have to be dredged
in that district, an expensive
proposition.
Drainage district residents

will pay for it, he said.
“By law, (the cost) is based on

who benefits,” Barnes said.
The petition for the clean

up/repairs was filed by a Se-
ville Township farmer and four
other district residents also have
complained about the problem,
he said.
But Barnes noted, too, that he

is limited in what he can do.
“All I can do is keep the water

moving,” he said.
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Dana Calkins didn’t need a rea-
son to be excited for the school
year to begin in Mt. Pleasant.
As it turns out, she has a few.
Principal of West Intermediate

School, Calkins is excited about

welcoming for the first time sixth-
grade students to the school on
South Bradley Street.
A new wing for the sixth-grade

students is a gem for the school,
and renovations and new tech-
nology will be available to all stu-
dents, Calkins said.
If that wasn’t enough for

Calkins to be geared up for the

start of the new school year Sept.
5, there is an effort underway to
change one more aspect of the
nearly 50-year-old building.
Now that West will truly be

a junior high school with three
grades of students, it’s a great
time to change the name to Mt.
Pleasant Middle School, Calkins
said.
Not only are there new students

coming to the building, but teach-

Board of education expected to vote Aug. 21
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West Intermediate to be renamed

“All I can do is keep
thewatermoving.”
— Gratiot County Drain
Commissioner Bernie Barnes
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Ainsley McCarthy, left, Aidan McCarthy, Conrad Smith, Oliver Smith and Karin Smith wait outside city hall with others for the raffle at the
end of a scavenger hunt in Mt. Pleasant on Saturday.

BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

It took Karin Smith, her chil-
dren and the rest of her group
about an hour to walk two and
a half miles Saturday in down-
town Mt. Pleasant.
That’s pretty quick consid-

ering most of the people in the
group were children with legs
long enough to go only so fast.
Starting at Mt. Pleasant City

Hall andmoving on to find clues

planted across the downtown
area, Smith’s group and others
participated in the Chippewa
River District Library and Mt.
Pleasant Parks and Recreation
community scavenger hunt, get-
ting fresh air and meeting new
people in the process.
A little random rain didn’t

hamper the event as partici-
pants went from clue to clue,
eager to get to the next.
As the Saturday farmer’s mar-

ket brought produce shoppers to
the city hall parking lot, fami-

lies returned to the place they
started after finding all of the
clues.
There, parks and recreation

workers were grilling hot dogs
and offering chips and bever-
ages to the participants.
TaraMcCarthy was in Smith’s

group with her children, twins
Aiden and Ainsley, 6.
She decided to join in the fun

when she saw a booklet listing
family activities and thought the
children would enjoy the search.
About to be in school at Ga-

niard Elementary in Mt. Pleas-
ant, Aidan and Ainsley met up
with Smith and her children, Ol-

iver, 8; and Conrad, 10.
Together, they and the rest of

their group embarked on their
mission, which led them and
other participants across the
bridge to Timbertown in Is-
land Park, and to the Isabella
County Courthouse, the Blue Ga-
tor, Veterans Memorial Library,
the Gourmet Cupcake Shoppe,
Mountain Town Station and
Greentree Cooperative Grocery.
Most of the clues were easy to

find and easy to follow so chil-
dren could take an active part in
the hunt, McCarthy said.
In addition to providing a
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Library, city join forces for event
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KRAPOHL 67 Years
strong!

Visit our website

www.krapohl.com
for our entire inventory!

Mt. Pleasant 1 Block east of Meijer
toll Free 1-800-772-5974 • local 772-2991

a-X & Z Plan Headquarters
visit our website: www.krapohl.com

2016 Ford
Focus sE

$249
72 Months

stk# HP034
2.0l 4

automatic
30,147 Miles

2010 GMc siErra 1500
sLE 4Wd Ext cab

$326
72 Months

stk# HU118
5.3l 8

automatic
74,762 Miles

2014 JEEp patriot
LatitudE 4Wd

$278
72 Months

stk# HU124
2.4l 4

automatic
30,080 Miles

2014 dodGE
charGEr sE

$268
72 Months

stk# HU031
3.6l 6

automatic,RWD
49,136 Miles

2015 JEEp WranGLEr
sport 4Wd

$420
72 Months

stk# HU062
3.6l 6

automatic, 4WD
25,473 Miles

2016 chEvroLEt
Equinox Lt aWd

$349
72 Months

stk# HU121
2.4l 4

automatic
27,831 Miles

Price and payment $0 down plus tax title and doc. Financing 4.9% fixed rate and approved credit. Down payment or trade equity will lower payment. All vehicles subject to prior sale. See dealer for details.
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