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Mild temperatures and a
chance of rain forecasted through
the week lead mid-Michigan to
more of the same for the last hol-
iday weekend of the summer.
Highs will stay in the 70s

through the first half of the week,
with a chance of rain each day
through Thursday according to
the National Weather Service.
Monday and Tuesday forecasts

call for a high temperature in the
low to mid 70s with cloudy skies
and a percent chance of rain, with
the possibility a thunderstorm af-
ter 2 p.mm both days.
Lows just below 60 degrees

are predicted overnight Mon-
day and Tuesday with a chance
of rain both nights, according to

MT. PLEASANT

Last big summer
weekend looks
to be mild,
mostly sunny

By LindaGittleman
For The Morning Sun

Imagine that in five to ten years
the Pine River is clean, healthy
and great amounts of e-Coli are
a thing of the past.
No, it’s not wishful thinking.
The first stage has already be-

gun.
Michigan’s Department of

Environmental Quality has ap-
proved funding to complete the
Upper Pine River Watershed
Management (clean up) plan, ac-
cording to Julie Spencer, Gratiot
County Conservation District Ad-
ministrator.
The actual clean up will be sev-

eral years in the making - and a
large amount of grant money will
be needed, she said.
But it’s a big and important

start, signaling the state’s interest
and commitment to the project.
And Spencer wants to thank ev-

eryone involved, including Jane
Keon, a member of the “Healthy
Pine River” group, who helped
write the plan and request for
funding, Gary Smith and Dawn
Brady, two more members who
helped, along with Alma College
professors Murray Borrello and
Tim Keaton who conducted tests

GRATIOTCOUNTY

A clean and
healthy Pine
River is in
our future

SEAN BRADLEY — MORNING SUN

Cynda and Dan Singer on Aug. 19at Terry’s Cycle in Alma showcasing their 19flags on the back of their bicycle obtained from previous
DALMAC events. They are participating in their 20th consecutive ride, which starts Aug. 30.

BySeanBradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com
@MorningSunSean on Twitter

Cynda and Dan Singer get
themselves into a rhythm when
its time to prepare for the Dick
Allen Lansing to Mackinaw Is-
land Bicycle Tour, otherwise
known as the DALMAC, their
20th consecutive this year.
Preparation begins for the

Alma residents, both 60, by
riding 100 miles a day on their
tandem bicycle.
“We like the touring aspect

of it,” said Dan Singer. “It’s not
a race. There’s a rhythm to it.”
The couple are riding this

year in the “5 West” route,
which begins in Vestaburg then
travels to McBain, Elk Rapids,
Petoskey then to the Mackinaw
Bridge.
Founded in 1971 by former

State Sen. Dick Allen, DALMAC
offers the 1,400 riders this year
- the 47th event - a choice of
routes beginning on Aug. 30 or

31 which leave from East Lan-
sing and concludes on Sept. 3,
in either Mackinaw City, St. Ig-
nace or Rudyard, depending on
the route chosen.
Along with the Singers, there

are 32 other riders from the
mid-Michigan area participat-
ing.
They do not go past the

bridge anymore as they once
did. Instead, they stop and
drive their car back down to
Alma (they drive it up before
the event).
“There are some short days

and some long days,” Cynda
Singer said. “We try to time it.
We don’t want to be the first
ones there.”
Hotel beds are slept on in

between destinations now; on

previous rides, they slept in a
tent.
After morning comes and

they pack up after eating
breakfast, they move onto the
next destination.
“It’s a miniture exodus,”

Singer said.
On this exodus, they’ve seen

changes in the cities they’ve
rode through and the different
people they’ve met each year.
“One year, we showed up at

Fife Lake for lunch, and (the
building) had burned. The next
year, it was back,” Cynda said.
Generations of people have

rode alongside them, too.
“We’ve seen people who met

on DALMAC, had kids and who
ride on DALMAC (now),” Dan
said.
Their first ride in 1998 gave

them a blueprint and tips for
future rides.
“It was a lot of unknown,”

Cynda said. “We didn’t know
anybody who had done it.
We ate too much the first few

years.”
Stands are set up along for

the riders who are provided
food and drinks.
They also learned about bike

upkeep, much of which they
have had done at Terry’s Cycle
in Alma.
“Their bikes sometimes do

require some additional atten-
tion,” said Terry’s Cycle owner
Chris Maltby. “For the bikes
they ride, they have more spe-
cialized parts, like getting the
right tubes and tires.”
Music has been apart of

their rides as well; metal bands
Nightwish and Disturbed are
constant while riding, accord-
ing to Cynda.
“It makes you pump,” she

said. “We like music with
strong beats.”
Not only do the couple have

a rhythm on a bicycle but they
have a rhythm in their daily
lives.
“We work together. We ride

together,” Cynda said.

GRATIOTCOUNTY

ALMA COUPLE RIDING IN
20TH CONSECUTIVE DALMAC

By Lisa Yanick Litwiller
llitwiller@michigannewspapers.com
@yanicklitwiller on Twitter

Continuing education and or-
dinance enforcement over sev-
eral years are among the factors
that police say contributed to a
33 percent decrease in calls for
service in Mt. Pleasant this year
compared to last during Central
Michigan University’s Welcome
Weekend.
From 7 p.m. Thursday through

7 a.m. Sunday, the Mt. Pleasant
Police Department responded to

441 calls down from 653 in 2016
over the weekend before CMU
classes kick off.
A typically party-heavy week-

end particularly in the student-
heavy neighborhoods north of
CMU’s campus, a several-year
commitment to a plan first cre-
ated in 2014 has paid off, said Mt.
Pleasant Police Public Informa-
tion Officer Jeff Browne.
The effort includes educational

campaigns, police presence and
enforcement and improved rela-
tionships between city and CMU
officials and landlords and is “ob-

viously working” Browne said.
“Overall people were very re-

spectful this year,” Browne said.
“We want people to have fun and
follow the city’s ordinances, and
we will continue to enforce the
community’s standard.”
On campus itself CMU police

had 26 citations or arrests and
five ambulance calls for highly
intoxicated people, typical num-
bers for Welcome Weekend, said
Lt. Cameron Wassman.
“Most of the students our offi-

cers encountered were following

MT. PLEASANT

Police calls down overWelcomeWeekend

“Wework together.
We ride together.”
— Cynda Singer
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Police
officers
patrol Main
Street during
Welcome
Weekend
at Central
Michigan
University.
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Our funny, yet stub-
born, husband, father,
grandfather, and great-
grandfather, passed
away early Saturday
morning, August 26,
2017, at McLaren Cen-
tral Michigan in Mt.
Pleasant. Cremation
will take place with visi-
tation to follow Monday,
August 28, at Janowicz
Family Funeral Home
in Remus, MI from 3-6
p.m. Elmer was born
November 14, 1938, the
son of Leotis and Mar-

tha (Thorn) Brown. He married the love of his life,
Sarah Bearup on September 7, 1957, and together
,#' ,%0 $.'% ,#'!. &/3!4" ,0 !2*4+(' 1)' *#!4(.'2-
Elmer worked for CSX Railway in Grand Rapids for
32 years, and thoroughly enjoyed his time with the
company. After retirement, he continued monthly
railroad retirees meetings in Newaygo, keeping in
touch with others in the business. Elmer enjoyed
being outdoors, especially deer hunting in the
fall. Always telling jokes, Elmer had a great sense
of humor. Some family members say he always
looked like he was up to something, and other fam-
ily members say, that’s because he was. Loving,
big-hearted, and a wonderful dad were all words
used to describe Elmer. His quick wit and caring
ways will be greatly missed by his wife of nearly
60 years, Sarah; children, Steven (Melissa) Brown,
Sheryl McGuire, Tammi Brown, Clayton Brown
and Christine Sturgeon; brothers, Elmus Brown,
Phillip Brown and Kenneth Brown; sisters, Leona
Aumick and Leota Scott; nine grandchildren, and
six great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death
by his parents, and brother, Lawrence Brown.
Those desiring may direct memorial contributions
to the family. Envelopes will be available at the fu-
neral home. Friends may share a memory with the
family online at:

JanowiczFamilyFuneralHome.com

BROWN, ELMER L.

A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

the NWS.
Partly sunny skies are

called for Wednes with
highs around 77 degrees
and a slight chance of
rain.
Thursday and Friday

look like mostly sunny
days with highs hovering
right around 70 degrees
both days.

The National Weather
Service forecast calls for
temperatures to heat up
a little Saturday of Labor
Day weekend with highs
around 76, mostly sunny
skies and a slight chance
of rain.
The Weather Channel’s

10 day forecast say Sun-
day looks like 80 degrees
and mostly sunny while
early Labor Day forecasts
call for partyl cloudy skies
and highs around 72 in
mid-Michigan.

Sunny
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the rules andwere respect-
ful. We’d like to thank
them for that, and also
thank those whomay have
contacted us when they or
others needed help,” Was-
sman wrote in an email.
“That is our primary goal;
to keep our community
safe, and get people the
help they need.”
In the neighborhoods

north of campus there
were the large parties typ-
ical of a lively weekend
in Mt. Pleasant, but to
Browne and other officers
working through theweek-
end, the parties seemed
less frequent or frantic
than in years past.
“The relat ionships

we’ve built with landlords
seems to be pivotal in that
change,” Browne said.
“There weren’t as many
large gatherings, and the
streets were more clear.”
In 2015 police had to

“push the streets,” -a tac-
tic used to clear roads of
crowds- several times,
while last year the same
tactic was used once; this
year, police did not have
to focus efforts on clear-
ing streets of people at all.
From Thursday to Sun-

day, MPPD officers lodged
27 people in the Isabella
County Jail, 12 of those on
Saturday.
Of the 441 calls for ser-

vice, police issued citations
or arrested for the follow-
ing in Mt. Pleasant:

64 open intoxicants
40 minor in possession
11 traffic citations
9 hosting a nuisance

party
8 disorderly conduct
6 operating while intox-

icated
3 warrant arrests
3 possession of drugs
3 attending a nuisance

party
1 disturbing the peace

In addition to assisting
MPPD, CMUPD handled
the following on campus,
separate from the city in-
cidents:

16 minor in possession
citation
3 disorderly Citations
2 disorderly Arrests
2 VCSA (drug) Arrests
1 minor in possession

arrest
1 warrant arrest
1 operating while intox-

icated arrest

The Mt. Pleasant Po-
lice and Fire Departments
were assisted by the Cen-
tral Michigan University
Police Department, Cen-
tral Michigan University
Dispatch, Michigan State
Police - Mt. Pleasant and
Lakeview Posts, Isabella
County Central Dispatch,
Department of Correc-
tions, Mobile Medical Re-
sponse, Alma Police De-
partment, Gratiot County
Sherif f ’s Department,
Clare Police Department,
Midland Police Depart-
ment, andMidland County
Sheriff’s Department.

Welcome
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By Robert Jablon and
Jake Coyle
Of The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES » Tobe
Hooper, the horror-movie
pioneer whose low-bud-
get sensation “The Texas
Chain Saw Massacre” took
a buzz saw to audiences
with its brutally frightful
vision, has died. He was 74.
The Los Angeles County

coroner’s office on Sunday
said Hooper died Saturday
in the Sherman Oaks area
of Los Angeles. It was re-
ported as a natural death.
Along with contempo-

raries like George Romero
and John Carpenter,
Hooper crafted some of
the scariest nightmares
that ever haunted mov-
iegoers. Hooper directed
1982’s “Poltergeist” from
a script by Steven Spiel-
berg, and helmed the well-
regarded 1979 miniseries
“Salem’s Lot,” from Ste-
phen King’s novel. Hooper
was a little-known film-
maker of documenta-
ries and TV commercials
when he made his most
famous work: 1974’s “The
Texas Chain Saw Massa-
cre.” He made it for less
than $300,000 in his na-
tive Texas, and yet it be-
came one the most influ-
ential films in horror: a
slasher film landmark.
Marketed as based on

a true story, “Texas Chain
Saw Massacre” is about a
group of friends who en-
counter a family of canni-
bals in Central Texas. The
central villain, Leatherface
(played by Gunnar Han-
sen) was loosely based on
serial killer Ed Gein, but
the tale was otherwise fic-
tion. Hooper, whose inspi-
ration struck while look-
ing at chain saws in a de-
partment store, considered
the film a political one —
a kind of shock to ‘70s
malaise. The film’s canni-
bals are out of work, their
slaughterhouse jobs hav-
ing been replaced by tech-
nology.
“I had never seen any-

thing like it and I wanted to
see it myself,” said Hooper
in 2014. “That was a driv-
ing force and my ability to
pull the energy up out of
myself to work that damn
hard as I wanted to see it.
the movie, I mean, as a fin-
ished picture. The energies
are making a decision at a
point.”
The film was contro-

versial. Several countries
banned it, though the inde-
pendent film— aided by its
gory reputation and light-
ning fast word-of-mouth
— grossed $30.8 million,
playing for eight years in
drive-ins and theaters.
Still, “The Texas Chain Saw
Massacre” wasn’t as explic-
itly grisly as it was reputed
to be; much of its humor-
sprinkled horror was sum-
moned by the filmmaking
and the buzz of one terri-
fying power tool.
Carpenter, the “Hallow-

een” director, on Sunday

called it “a seminal work
in horror cinema.” William
Friedkin, director of “The
Exorcist,” recalled Hooper
as “a kind, warm-hearted
man who made the most
terrifying film ever.”
“The Texas Chain Saw

Massacre” wasn’t received
too kindly by critics. Harp-
er’s, for one, called it “a
vile little piece of sick
crap.” Roger Ebert said it
was “without any appar-
ent purpose, unless the
creation of disgust and
fright is a purpose.” But
its renown steadily grew,
and many appreciated its
harrowing craft, compar-
ing it to Alfred Hitchcock’s
“Pyscho” (which also took
inspiration from Ed Gein).
“The Texas Chain Saw
Massacre” was selected to
the Director’s Fortnight of
the 1975 Cannes Film Festi-
val. Later, it would become
part of the permanent col-
lection at New York’s Mu-

seum of Modern Art.
“Poltergeist” was Hoop-

er’s other horror classic,
though it sprung from
the mind of Steven Spiel-
berg, who also produced it.
Made with a much larger
budget of $10 million, “Pol-
tergeist” is about young
parents (Craig T. Nelson,
JoBeth Williams) whose
suburban dream house is
haunted by the graveyard
it was built on.
Hooper also directed a

more comic sequel to “The
Texas Chain Saw Massa-
cre” in 1986. A poorly re-
ceived but profitable re-
make followed in 2003.
Numerous spinoffs have
also been produced, most
recently a prequel titled
“Leatherface” to be re-
leased in September.
Hooper’s last film as di-

rector was 2013’s “Djinn,”
a supernatural thriller set
in the United Arab Emir-
ates.
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Tobe Hooper, ‘Texas Chain Saw
Massacre’ director, dies at 74

on the river.
But she particularly

wants to thank the MDEQ.
“We have just got to

say thank you, thank you,
thank you,” she said.
The community asked

for help and the MDEQ re-
sponded with, “Here’s the
help,” she said.
The state has provided

nearly $142,000 so that an
environmental consultant
can complete the plan (al-
ready begun by Keon and
Spencer) and work with the
state to meet its require-
ments.
In about a year, and act-

ing on the finished plan,
Spencer said she believes
she can begin requesting
the grant money.
The Pine River doesn’t

just have one problem or
one source of that problem,
she said.
A sand dam near Ho-

neoye Creek broke in the
1980s and sediment is pil-
ing up.
“Jane Keon said ducks

can walk across it,” Spen-
cer said.
There are 300 residences

along the river where there
is no evidence of any sewer
system since the 1970s, she
said.
And farm fertilizer and

manure run-offs are a se-
rious problem, but she was
quick to point out the work
being done by area farmers
to help eliminate the run-
offs now.

“Some of the projects

are to increase the green
space along streams and
rivers, use catch basins to
eliminate sediments before
drains empty into the river
system, and dredge accu-
mulated sediments,” she
said.
Spencer said she expects

dredging the river will be
the highest priority and
will likely cost hundreds of

thousands of dollars.
Even so, it can be done.
“Every year I will apply

for funding,” she said, as
each problem or challenge
is met and fixed, likely one
at a time.
“In ten years time, we

can say, “Look what we ac-
complished.” This is what
happens when we all work
together.”

River
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Jane Keon points out an island in 2015that didn’t exist a few months before, let alone in
the ‘70s when she first lived on Honeyoye Creek, part of the Pine River system.

FLINT, MICH. » Redevelop-
ment projects are expected
to bring more than $100
million in renovation work
to Flint as the city works to
recover from a lead-tainted
water crisis.
Projects include the Cap-

itol Theatre, The Ferris
Wheel building and Mott
Community College’s culi-
nary school in the down-
town area, The Flint Jour-
nal reported .
David Ollila is the pres-

ident and chief innovation

officer of SkyPoint Ven-
tures, which is renovating
some of the buildings down-
town. Ollila said he believes
a strong downtown area
will encourage investments
throughout the city.
Other projects include a

Riverfront restoration proj-
ect that’s estimated to cost
more than $35 million and
work to demolish an old
YMCA building to create af-
fordable housing that’s ex-
pected to cost $17 million.
BusinessmanPhil Shaltz is

renovating a building down-
town that he said will likely
be used for office space.
“My goal is to bring a

company downtown that
can bring as many jobs
with it as possible,” he said.
“I want to increase the em-
ployee base downtown,
which is good for the res-
taurants and businesses
but helps the city out with
a greater tax base.”
The projects are in var-

ious stages of completion
but officials hope they will

spur growth in the commu-
nity as it tries to recover
from its water crisis.
Flint was under state

control when it switched
fromDetroit’s water system
to the Flint River in 2014.
The water wasn’t properly
treated to prevent pipe cor-
rosion. The city returned
to a Detroit regional sys-
tem. Experts now say the
water is safe to drink if it’s
filtered.

— The Associated Press

STATE

Flint to see $100 million in new projects

IAN WEST — PA FILE VIA AP

In this file photo dated Aug. 27, 2010, film maker Tobe Hooper in London. Hooper, the
horror-movie pioneer whose low-budget sensation “The Texas Chain Saw Massacre”
took a buzz saw to audiences with its brutally frightful vision, died aged 74, Saturday
according to Los Angeles County coroner’s office.

STATE

Michigan issuing
driver’s license to
comply with law
LANSING » Michigan is set
to start on Monday issuing
driver’s licenses that res-
idents eventually need to
board domestic flights if
they don’t have passports or
other accepted documents.
New ID standards were

created after the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks. Starting
inOctober 2020, compliant

driver’s licenses or state IDs
will be needed to fly or to
visit federal buildings, nu-
clear plants and military
bases unless other accept-
able documents are pro-
vided.
There’s no extra fee for

the card.
Residents must bring

birth certificates or other
approveddocuments to sec-
retary of state branches.

— The Associated Press

| OBITUARIES | MORNING SUN MONDAY, AUGUST 28, 20172 A


	2017-8-28 Healthy Pine River in Future MS
	2017-8-28 Healthy Pine River in Future MS2

