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By CoreyMicho
cmicho@MichiganNewspapers.com
corey_micho on Twitter

Several drivers were ticketed
just in the past several days for
driving without insurance in Mt.
Pleasant, a stop that’s become
common statewide since com-
puters started providing that
information to officers on patrol.
With a new amendment, a

phone or other device can be
used show both a proof of insur-
ance and a proof of registration,

allowing drivers to avoid a cita-
tion if they have a digital copy.
Hoping to add efficiency to

drivers, a recent amendment was
added to the Michigan Drivers
Code allows drivers to use their
phones to show that their car is
registered.
The amendment was signed

into law in Nov. 2017. A similar
law that allows insurance infor-
mation to be read on a phone or
tablet was passed in 2015.
The amendment states that

an electronic copy of their reg-

istration certificate can be used
in place of a paper copy, if the
device displaying it is given to
an officer.
The machine is taken back to

the police car, where the officer
can read the information in a
safe environment.
“When we take your phone,

that does not constitute a search
on that phone,” Mt. Pleasant Po-
lice Chief Jeff Browne says, “We
would still need a warrant to do
that.”
An electronic copy is defined

as a file containing the informa-
tion of the certificate or a picture
of the physical copy, as long as
the information is visible.
If the device is shut off or

timed out, the document must
be immediately accessible after
turning it back on.
The person may be required

to forward the electronic copy
of the registration to a specified
location provided by the police,
if the officer deems it necessary.
“If the phone is accidentally

dropped and something hap-

pens, the law states that the of-
ficer or post isn’t responsible
for the damages.” Mount Pleas-
ant State Police Sgt. Lance Cook
said, “If an officer intentionally
breaks a phone during a stop,
that’s a civil court matter.”
Browne said that the idea of

the amendment is to put this law
into the modern age of phones
and e-mails, where most docu-
ments are stored on a device.
“I like the convenience; I

feel like it will ease tensions

MT. PLEASANT

Digital proof of insurance, registration now valid at traffic stops

BySeanBradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com
@MorningSunSean on Twitter

Gratiot County has joined a
statewide lawsuit against opioid
manufacturers and retailers that
sell them.
The county commission voted

unanimously at its meeting Tues-
day to pass a resolution to join
the lawsuit, joining a group of
townships, cities and counties
across the state that is asking for
restrictions on opioid distribu-
tion and for municipalities to be
reimbursed for law enforcement
and public health-related costs in
fighting the problem.
“The Gratiot County Board of

Commissioners view litigation as
an appropriate vehicle for hold-
ing manufacturers and distribu-
tors accountable for their market-
ing and distribution practices,”
the Feb. 6 resolution stated. “The
manufacturers of opioids know,
or should know. that the overpre-
scribing of opioids, as encouraged
by the manufacturers’ deceptive
and irresponsible marketing and
distribution conduct, has con-
tributed to the opioid epidemic
as witnessed on a daily basis by
the emergency responders, law
enforcement personnel, emer-
gency room staff, corrections of-
ficers, substance abuse counsel-
ors, family members and victims
of the addicted.”
Between 2009 and 2015, there

were 278,694 opioids prescribed
in the county, according to the
Michigan Automated Prescrip-
tion System.
The resolution also appoints

the firms of firms of Weitz and
Luxenberg PC, the Sam Bernstein
Law Firm PLLC and Behm and
Behm as special counsel to repre-
sent the county’s interests in the
litigation.
In the multi-district litigation,

ITHACA

Gratiot
County joins
in statewide
opioid lawsuit

SEAN BRADLEY — MORNING SUN

Firefighters from Ithaca, Alma and the St. Louis Area departments battled a fire Tuesday at a home on the 700block of East North Street
in Ithaca that resulted in the home most likely being a total loss. There was no one home at the time and the cause is unknown.

A home in Ithaca that caught
on fire seems to be a complete
loss, according to Ithaca Fire
Department chief David Nelson.
The call about a fire came in

at 1:54 p.m. Tuesday to a home
on the 700 block of East North
Street.
“We got a call - I’m not sure

who called it in, either a neigh-
bor or passerby - who said they
saw smoke coming out of the

eaves,” Nelson said. “When we
got here, the entire downstairs
was on fire with fire coming out
one window.”
Members of the department

and the Alma and St. Louis Area
fire departments responded to
the scene quickly.
No one was home at the time

of the fire.
“There wasn’t anybody inside

that we’re aware of. The prop-

erty owners don’t live here,” Nel-
son said. “There was power to
the structure but they’ve been
living some place else for what-
ever reason right now.”
The cause of the fire has yet

to be determined.
“We haven’t even had a

chance to get into that yet,” he
said.
The cold weather impacted

some of the firefighting effort;

on Tuesday, the high tempera-
ture was 21 degrees Fahrenheit.
“We had some equipment

freezing but for the most part
we’re kind of used to working
in the cold,” Nelson said.
Power was disconnected to a

home directly to the east of the
home on fire, but the power was
returned with a few hours.

— Sean Bradley, Morning Sun

GRATIOTCOUNTY

FIRE BURNS ITHACA HOUSE

City’s Parcel B plans, apartment and retail, stalled again
ByMindyNorton
For The Morning Sun

Developers of a proposed five-
story apartment and retail build-
ing in downtown Mt. Pleasant
have officially withdrawn from
the project.
Representatives of Maplegrove

notified the city’s Economic De-
velopment Corporation on Jan.
31 that they were terminating the
purchase agreement for the prop-

erty known for years as Parcel B,
a vacant piece of land between
City Hall and Mountain Town
Station on Broadway Street.
City leaders plan to meet next

week to discuss their goals and
expectations for finding a new
project for the land.
The Maplegrove project had

been in limbo since Dec. 11, when
the City Commission rejected a
Brownfield plan. Commissioners
at the time said the proposed re-

imbursement plan was “too rich”
for their tastes and noted that
they did not like that it would be
years before the city saw tax rev-
enue from the project.
The developers had indicated

the agreement – which would
have reimbursed them an esti-
mated $4.8 million over the next
20 years — was crucial to the
project going forward.
Maplegrove Property Man-

MT. PLEASANT

Developerswithdraw fromproject
This photo
shows the
parking area
and part of
the apartment
building that
was proposed
for Parcel B
on Broadway
Street in Mt.
Pleasant.
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None injured in blaze as firefighters battle flames and freezing temperatures
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DEATHSDEC. 31, 2017 TO JAN. 31, 2018

ment of East Lansing, in
partnership with Wieland
Construction, planned
to invest $12.5 million to
build the project, which
would have had a com-
mercial tenant on the first
floor and a total of 91 up-
scale apartments on the
remaining four floors. The
land itself was being sold
to them for $30,000.
City Manager Nancy

Ridley said the EDC, which
owns the land, voted Jan.
23 to give Maplegrove 60
more days for “due dili-
gence” to see if they were
still interested in going
ahead with the project.
The city received noti-

fication Jan. 31 of Maple-
grove’s decision to halt the
plans.
“We’ve been having

conversations with them
about ways to structure
that financing and or
ways to change the proj-
ect to still make it finan-
cially viable. They said all
along that they were inter-
ested in doing the project
as long as it made sense

for both them and the
city,” Ridley said. “As they
continued to look at the
numbers and try to make
it work, with the uncer-
tainty about what kind
of financial assistance
they might be able to get,
they finally decided that
it didn’t make sense for
them any longer to con-
tinue to pursue it.”
The City Commission

approved the purchase
agreement in July, but
the plan at that point did
not include a Brownfield
agreement.
Ridley said the develop-

ers had put $30,000 into
an escrow account so far,
and in accordance with
the purchase agreement,
that money will be re-
turned to them.
A meeting is set for Feb.

13 for the Economic Devel-
opment Corp. Board and
the City Commission to
discuss what to do next.
“We’ve had a number of

projects that we thought
were going to be success-
ful that ended up not be-
ing able to make a go of it.
We’re going to talk about
those guidelines to say
what is the most impor-
tant as we move forward

with it, so that we know
what the expectations are
as we talk to other poten-
tial purchasers of the site.”
Among those likely

topics is whether the city
should stick with its goal
of bringing apartments to
the downtown or whether
they should consider proj-
ects that are simply com-
mercial or retail.
Last spring, after the

city put out requests for
proposals, two other par-
ties were interested: Mer-
cantile Bank proposed a
new building for execu-
tive headquarters at the
site and Smith Develop-
ment Company proposed
an apartment project with
no commercial features.
At one point, the two con-
sidered combining the
projects, but that did not
work out.
When Ridley was asked

if the Mercantile Bank
project would automati-
cally be considered now,
she said it was too soon
to know.
“We will be talking to

both the EDC and the City
Commission about their
desires for that. So we’re
waiting to have that dis-
cussion before we do any-

thing at this point at the
staff level,” she said.
In December, city com-

missioners rejected the
Brownfield agreement on
a 5-2 vote. Commissioner
Lori Gillis was the most
vocal of the commission-
ers in public opposition to
the Brownfield.
“A development on Par-

cel B that would not gen-
erate any tax revenue for
the next 20 years is not
in the best interest of
our taxpayers,” Gillis said
when asked for comment
on Tuesday.
She said she still hopes

the land can be developed.
“We as taxpayers have

invested more than our
fair share in the Borden
Building and Parcel B. I
hope there will be a de-
veloper willing to invest in
our prime downtown riv-
erfront property without
asking for taxpayer subsi-
dies,” she said.
Commissioner Kathy

Ling and current Mayor
Allison Quast Lents were
the two yes votes in De-
cember, with both of them
supporting the idea of
having a mixed-use build-
ing to help revitalize the
downtown.
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for both sides,” said Mt.
Pleasant resident Cheryl
Moe, “there will be less
suspicion because offi-
cers won’t have to worry
about where people are
reaching and the drivers
won’t get as frustrated, so
things won’t escalate.”
Cook says that officers

feel less tense when the

driver is waiting patiently
for instruction.
State Trooper Brent

Haag sees the benefits,
but also the drawbacks
of electronic documents.
“It can be helpful for

those who know their
technology well, but it
can also take them a long
time if they don’t know
where the documents are
in their phone.” He said,
“the less time we’re on the
side of the road, the safer
we are.”
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the plaintiffs are the mu-
nicipalities such as cities,
counties and townships,
and the defendants are opi-
oid manufacturing compa-
nies such as Janssen Phar-
maceuticals and large re-
tailers such as Rite Aid and
CVS.
Commissioners have

stated their stances on the
lawsuit, both on Tuesday
and in the past; in Decem-
ber, the county was first
presented with the oppor-
tunity to join it.
“As peoples’ representa-

tive, it’s not a question of

definitively whether the
merits of our case is bet-
ter than the opioid indus-
try. If it goes to trial, all the
facts will come out,” said
Tim Lambrecht, District
Four Commissioner.
He, and District One

Commissioner Russell
Bongard, both stated they
believe the lawsuit will be
settled at some point.
Commission Chair

George Bailey asked the
commission to meet with
other entities such as the
county sheriff, Mobile
Medical Response, and
others before deciding to
join.
“Now that I know ev-

erybody’s on board, I feel
more comfortable,” said

Bailey, District Five Com-
missioner.
The commission was

briefed last month by at-
torneys Mark Bernstein,
of the Sam Bernstein Law
Firm, and Michael Behm
of the law firm Behm and
Behh.
It would cost the county

no money to be apart of
the lawsuit but no more
than 35 hours of staff time
would be needed.
The lawsuit is in the

discovery phase and is
assigned to U.S. District
Judge Dan Polster for the
Northern District of Ohio.
Now that the county

has joined, its part of the
lawsuit will be filed in the
U.S. District Court for the

Eastern District of Mich-
igan then transferred to
the federal Northern Dis-
trict of Ohio.
If the lawsuit is success-

ful, damages would come
to the county in, most
likely, a single amount.
The county would decide
what to do with the dam-
age award.
Any costs by the firm

put into the lawsuit would
be reimbursed if the firms
wins.
For example, for every

$1 in damages awarded, 10
cents would be reimbursed
to the law firm, 30 cents in
fees would be taken from
the award, and the other
60 percent would go to the
plaintiffs.

Lawsuit
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VANALSTINE, KEVIN DONALD
Kevin VanAlstine, 38, of Shepherd passed away
February 6, 2018. Arrangements with Charles R.
Lux Family Funeral Home. www.CharlesRLux.com

ByDavid Eggert
Of The Associated Press

LANSING» Wednesday
proposed boosting base
funding for most of
Michigan’s public schools
by the largest amount in
17 years, spending more
on road repairs than
planned and ending the
use of a company to feed
state prisoners.
In his eighth and final

budget presentation, Sny-
der asked lawmakers for
a $240 per-pupil increase
for school districts that
get the minimum grant,
which would amount to a
3.1 percent boost for more
than 75 percent of tradi-
tional districts and all
charter schools. Higher-
funded districts receiving
the basic grant would get
$120 more per student in
the 2018-19 budget, a 1.4
percent increase.
“This is a significant

increase and would close
the equity gap between
the high and low from the
time we started (in office)
by over 50 percent, which
is very significant because
we have many districts
that are at the minimum,”
Snyder said.
The Republican gover-

nor also proposed shift-
ing $325 million in gen-
eral funds to road and
bridge work, more than
double the $150 million
that is called for under
a 2015 transportation-
funding deal that is being
phased in.
The term-limited gov-

ernor unveiled his budget
blueprint at a time Repub-
licans and Democrats in
the GOP-controlled Leg-
islature are pushing for
election-year tax cuts be-
yond what Snyder has pro-
posed to address an unin-
tended consequence of the
recently enacted federal
tax overhaul. He pointed
to $686 million in tax re-
lief that already has been
enacted for the 2018-19
fiscal year and noted that
general fund spending

would stay flat under his
plan.
Still, when asked about

his openness to enact a
higher personal exemp-
tion than he called for
last month, Snyder said
“there’s room to go be-
yond where we originally
proposed.”
Republ ic an House

Speaker Tom Leonard,
of DeWitt, said the state
has enough money to shift
more to roads, forgive ex-
tra fees imposed on driv-
ers for certain offenses,
and cut taxes. He sug-
gested transferring the
additional $175 million
for road and bridge re-
pairs in the existing bud-
get, so the improvements
could be seen this year in-
stead of in 2019.
“Get it out this spring,

get it out this summer,”
Leonard said of the fund-
ing.
Also Wednesday, Snyder

called for spending $61
million to improve legal
representation for low-in-
come criminal defendants

as required under a 2013
law and another $26 mil-
lion to respond to Flint’s
water crisis — mainly to
provide continued state
funds for the replacement
of lead service pipes. And
he mentioned previously
announced proposal to
increase a fee for taking
waste to landfills and to
create a new state fee on
water customers — which
seem unlikely to gain leg-
islative traction.
His administration last

week announced plans
to close a Muskegon-area
prison to save nearly $19
million in the budget.
Michigan’s minimum

per-student funding is
$7,631. A $240 increase
would be the biggest since
the 2001-02 fiscal year,
when a $500 hike was en-
acted. The only other time
the minimum amount was
boosted by more than
$200 since then was in the
2006-07 budget.
Local government offi-

cials said Snyder did not
propose enough funding

for municipalities, and
Democrats had a mixed
reaction to his call to
boost spending on deteri-
orating roads and bridges.
Rep. Fred Durhal III of

Detroit, the top Democrat
on the House Appropria-
tions Committee, said he
was “very pleased” with
it. But Senate Minority
Leader Jim Ananich, of
Flint, said Snyder’s budget
“is an admission of fail-
ure on many fronts, par-
ticularly education and in-
frastructure. ... It’s seven
years late and many dol-
lars short.”
In coming months, leg-

islators will next put their
stamp on the blueprint,
with a goal of enacting the
spending plan in June —
about four months before
the start of the fiscal year.
As Snyder delivered his
hour-long presentation,
members of the Service
Employees International
Union loudly protested
outside the hearing room,
criticizing his policies and
supporting higher wages.

STATE

More money for schools, roads
included in new Snyder budget

DALE G. YOUNG — DETROIT NEWS VIA AP

Flanked by State Budget Director John Walsh, left, and Lt. Gov. Brian Calley, right, Gov.
Rick Snyder presents the state budget in the Capitol in Lansing on Wednesday.

LANSING» The annual stur-
geon harvest on Michigan’s
Black Lake ended almost as
quickly as it began.
The state Department of

Natural Resources says this
year’s limit of seven stur-
geon were caught within
about two-and-a-half-hours
after the season opened last
Saturday morning.
The season had been

scheduled to run from Sat-
urday through Wednes-
day, unless the limit was
reached earlier.
Officials say 426 anglers

were registered to pursue

the giant fish with spears
or hook-and-line tackle.
The largest sturgeon

landedwas a 72-inch female
that weighed 99 pounds.
The harvest is part of

a sturgeon rehabilitation
program in the Cheboygan
River watershed involving
the DNR, five Native Amer-
ican tribes and the Black
Lake chapter of Sturgeon
for Tomorrow. Other par-
ticipants include Michigan
State University and Tower-
Kleber Limited Partnership.

— The Associated Press

Sturgeon harvest on
Black Lake ends quickly

STATE

Death certificates filed in
Isabella County:
Miles Michael Bussler,

19, Union Township, died
Dec. 31.
Alberta Anna Thomas,

98, Nottawa Township,
died Jan. 15.
Rose Marie Sprague, 84,

Union Township, died Jan.
13.
Marilyn Kay Garrett, 62,

Union Township, died Jan.
16.
Thomas F. Klein, 73, Mt.

Pleasant, died Jan. 13.
James Williams Bigelow,

72, Gratiot County, died
Jan. 18.
Marcia S. Northrup, 67,

Union Township, died Jan.
16.
Dewey Vernon Smith, 87,

Clare County, died Jan. 21.
Roy Wiltfong, 86, Union

Township, died Jan. 19.
Betty Joan Swem, 91,

Midland County, died Jan.
23.
Lynne Sylvia Kercher, 86,

Benzie County, died Jan. 11.
Gale Mae Haggart, 78,

Denver Township, died
Jan. 24.
Carl Isaiah Lynk, 31,

Clare County, died Jan. 19.
Edmond Scott Baird, 54,

Gratiot County, died Jan. 17.
Alice Kay Blackledge, 66,

Clare County, died Jan. 18.
Michael Lenny Revoir,

49, Mt. Pleasant, died Jan.
15.
Jean Ethel Daab, 90,

Union Township, died Jan.
25.
Gera ld ine Maybel l

Woodworth, 84, Mt. Pleas-
ant, died Jan. 24.
Timothy Joseph Skiver,

67, Rolland Township, died
Jan. 27.
Ralph Craig Snyder, 69,

died Jan. 26.
John Lee Fosdick II, 23,

Mt. Pleasant, died Jan. 21.
Anthony JamesQuiroga,

27, Mt. Pleasant, died Jan.
26.
Nicole Marie Walton,

34, Mt. Pleasant, died Jan.
22.
Rita Anna Doerfer, 95,

Rosebush, died Jan. 27.
Willard Harry Gurski,

82, Montcalm County, died
Jan. 30.
Gene Edward Dyer, 87,

Montcalm County, died
Jan. 29.
Clifford Mettew Hardy,

93, Isabella Township,
died Jan. 30.
Edna Mae McDonald,

75, Midland County, died
Jan. 26.
David Charles Long Sr.,

68, Union Township, died
Jan. 28.
John J. Lauffer, 72, Chip-

pewa Township, died Jan.
29.
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