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Arcada Township resident Jane Keon participated in the Environmental
Justice Work Group appointed by Gov. Rick Snyder in 2017.

Last week the 23-member panel released a final report containing 33
recommendations to improve environmental justice awareness and
engagement in state government and local agencies.

Recommendations involve environmental justice guidance, training,
curriculum and policy.

Listening sessions were held in Detroit, Grand Rapids and Traverse City.

Keon is a founding member of the 20-year-old Pine River Superfund Citizens
Advisory Group.

She shared with the work group the history of the CAG’s campaign to have a
multitude of contaminated Michigan Chemical and Velsicol Chemical sites in
Gratiot County treated and restored.

She was the only representative of rural Michigan. Other members of the work
group represented environmental organizations, businesses, state and local
governments, academia and federally recognized tribes.

Gov. Snyder created the group in the wake of the Flint water crisis.

While most areas hampered by environmental pollution are urban, Keon said
environmental justice is as much of a concern for rural counties like Gratiot.

She said this county has three highly contaminated Superfund sites near
where low-income people live and where the water quality of the Pine River
has been impacted.

She said communities identified as having environmental justice issues stand
a better chance of qualifying for state and federal grants aimed at improving
conditions.

This depends on whether the governor and state legislature enact the
recommendations proposed by the work group, she added.

The recommendations were submitted for consideration and will present an
implementation roadmap of short, medium, and long-term actionable tasks
that meaningfully and effectively advance environmental justice across
Michigan and its communities, according to a news release.

Charlotte Jameson, a work group member and director of the Michigan
Environmental Council Energy Policy and Legislative Affairs, said, “It is well
established that minority and low-income urban and rural populations bear
the brunt of environmental pollution and the negative health impacts
resulting from that pollution.”

She said the work group recommendations “has a great opportunity to put in
place common sense solutions that better protect vulnerable communities and
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give them a greater voice in decision-making.” 
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