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The corner of Fourth Street and Orchard Avenue is just one of many streets where buckets
are lined up for collecting sap.

By JamesMcKinnie
jmckinnie@digitalfirstmedia.com
@MrESPN on Twitter

The end of winter brings
warmer weather and
thoughts of summer to
most people, but in Shep-
herd it means only one
thing. The annual maple
syrup festival is quickly
approaching.
The 60th festival will

commence from April 27-
29 this year, and Ron Rhy-
nard is pleased with this
year’s sap production of
2,000 gallons.
The president of the

Shepherd Sugar Bush,
where the sap is boiled
down and processed to
make syrup, has seen the
many highs and lows of
the manufacturing totals
over the years.
“To me, 1,800 gallons

is a good spring,” he said.
“One year we had over
2,400, while others might
have been around 1,000 or
so. One time, when I was a
kid, only 300 gallonsmade
it to the factory.”
With onemore cold spell

beforemid-April, Rhynard
believes they could top the
elusive 2,500 gallon mark
that had seemed impossi-
ble in recent years.
This is the third con-

secutive year that the
sugar bush’s intake has in-
creased thanks to themild
weather. The best quantity
of sap comes from mid-40
degree temperatures dur-
ing the day with freezing

SHEPHERD

SYRUP-MAKING SEASON
COMING TO CLOSE SOON

ByCoreyMicho
cmicho@MichiganNewspapers.com
@corey_micho on Twitter

The Board of Trustees,
as well as a few passionate
members of the commu-
nity who were affected by
the massive floods that hit
O’Connor Drive on June 23,
gathered on in Union Town-
ship Hall on Wednesday.
LesleyWithers, CMU pro-

fessor and O’Connor resi-
dent, came up during the
public comment to request
an investigation into the
McDonald Drive lift sta-
tion and how it may have
factored into the f lood
damage that was caused on
that street. Supervisor Ben
Gunning put the topic to
discussion on the meeting
agenda.
According to Gunning,

some of the residents are
afraid to do anything with
their basements due to the
lasting damage that came
from that flood 9 months
ago.
The board agreed that

there should be a look into
the engineering standards of
the lift station, although no
action was taken. Another
theory about the damage
included the clogged drains
around the area.
“I’m not an engineer,”

Trustee Phil Mikus said,
“But there are questions that

need answers, so I would
agree that a study would be
a good idea.”
In addition to the water

damage, bids to remodeling
the Isabella Treatment Cen-
ter were awarded to Block
Electric and Devine Power
Inc. for the remodel of the
Isabella Water Treatment
Facility.
The two bids, costing a to-

tal of $20,410, will cover up-
grades and relocation of the
electric system as well as a
replacement for demolition
and removal of a decommis-
sioned iron removal filter at
the site.
The board passed the

awarding of the bill seven to
one, with trustee Bill Hauck
opposing on the grounds of

not being able to find the
funding for the bids in the
budget. Another bid passed
at themeetingwas for clean-
ing and inspections to the
sewermanholes in the town-
ship to go to Culy Contract-
ing, amounting to $29,786.
This bid was passed unan-
imously.
Themeeting closedwith a

heated discussion about ap-
plying for a 2 percent grant
of $100,000 from the Sagi-
naw-ChippewaTribe for sup-
port on a possible Isabella
road repairs. The project
would rework parts of the
road spanning from Picard
to Broomfield.
Trustee Norman Woerle

mentioned the $568,532 re-
ceived from the state for

road repairs and mainte-
nance.
Several members of the

board expressed concern as
towether the tribewould ap-
prove of the grant or not.
“We haven’t been granted

some grants in the past due
to poor past relationships
that we were not a party of,”
Gunning said, “but if they
were to cooperate with us, it
can open up a door of com-
munication with them.”
Woerle also said that the

proximity to their properties
would give them a reason to
grant that funding.
According to the board,

the person who has the final
say in applying for the grant
is Union TownshipManager
Mark Stuhldreher.

MT. PLEASANT

Residents, officials talk O’Connor Drive flood damage

By Sean Bradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com
@MorningSunSean on Twitter

Hepatitis A is still spreading throughout mid-
Michigan.
There have been eight confirmed cases in Is-

abella County, three in Gratiot County and one
in Clare County as of March 21 since tracking
began on Aug. 1, 2016, according to the Michi-
gan Department of Health and Human Services.
However, the case in Clare County is not part
of the jurisdiction of the outbreak.
“The numbers aren’t high but the thing of it

is, it is spreading,” said Leslie Kinnee, Public
Information Officer with the Mid-Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department, which covers Gratiot,
Clinton and Montcalm counties. “We want peo-
ple to be diligent and be aware that this illness
is circulating in our communities because if we
don’t act now and take measures to try to stop
it, it will continue to spread.”
The number of cases in Isabella County has

steadily increased since last fall and winter.
There were five reported cases in Isabella

County between September and December.
A case in that county stemmed from a bakery

employee at Meijer in Mt. Pleasant.
However, none of the cases in Isabella, Gra-

tiot and Clare counties have been fatal.
In addition, the cases in Isabella County were

linked to southeast Michigan, where the out-
break began in 2016.
Statewide, there have been 789 cases, 635

MID-MICHIGAN

Hepatitis
A still a
problem

By Lisa Yanick Litwiller
llitwiller@michigannewspapers.com
@yanicklitwiller on Twitter

A 50-year-old parolee was arrested Wednes-
day morning after police say he was intoxicated
when he threatened his roommate and another
person in his home at knife-point
in a dispute that started because
the man could not find his own
cell phone.
Scott Alexander had been

drinking heavily when he and
his 32-year-old roommate argued
over a lost or misplaced phone in
their home in the 400 block of
Mill Street in Mt. Pleasant, said
Mt. Pleasant Police Public Infor-
mation Officer Jeff Browne.
The dispute escalated, and at some point Al-

exander threatened both his roommate and a
28-year-old Mt. Pleasant woman with a steak
knife.
“The suspect took the knife and held it up to

the female victim’s eye and said he was going
to ‘gouge her eye out,’” Browne said. “The sus-
pect also threaten to stab the victims and ‘spill
their intestines out all over the floor.’”
When the roommate and the woman tried to

leave, Alexander blocked their exit and held the
knife to his roommate’s chest.
Alexander threatened that, “there will be

dead bodies in the house,” the 32-year-old vic-

MT. PLEASANT

Roommates’
fight over phone
escalates to knife
threat, police say

At least twelve confirmed
cases cited in nearby localities
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An aerial view of O’Connor Drive is shown.
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Annual maple syrup
festival is April 27-29
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

age 55, of Mt. Pleasant
passed away Wednes-
day, March 28, 2018,
at her home under the
care of Heartland Hos-
pice after a long 3 year
battle with ALS. Funeral
Services for Joellyn will
be held at the Mt. Pleas-
ant Community Church
on Saturday, March 31,
at 11 a.m. with Minis-
ters Matt Schantz and
/"76 *60:-$ ":-#4054$8(
A Luncheon will im-
mediately follow at the
church. The family will

receive friends at the church the day of the service
from 9a.m. until the time of the service. Memorial
contributions may be made to His House Chris-
tian Fellowship. It was Joellyn’s mission to provide
a personalized Bible to each college student that
God put in her path. Envelopes will be available
at the funeral chapel and Mt. Pleasant Commu-
nity Church. Joellyn was born on December 30,
1962, in Alma, the daughter of Harold and Musa
(Huntley) Knickerbocker. Joellyn graduated from
Vestaburg High School, class of 1980. She married
the love of her life, Timothy Malmquist on June 2,
1984, at the Vestaburg Church of Christ. Joellyn
received her Bachelor’s Degree from Central Mich-
igan University in 1985, and remained a faithful
employee at the university for 31 years. Joellyn
was a foundational member of His House Christian
Fellowship. She was an avid seamstress and en-
joyed knitting. Joellyn was a passionate follower of
Christ and devoted to theWord of God. In 2016, her
637.0$! 24& :31-11;! 0 14:;1"$8 !9;0& ": /";11%$)7
by going on a trip to the Holy Land, Israel. Her
children, grandchildren, and her “sons and daugh-
ters” from the Fellowship of Christian Athletes and
CMU students of His House Christian Fellowship
were her world. Joellyn is survived by her husband
of 33 years, Tim Malmquist; children, Shane (Cas-
sandra) Malmquist and Tasha Malmquist; grand-
children, Lily and Max Malmquist, all of Ypsilanti;
mother, Musa Knickerbocker of Manistee; brother,
Tim (Michelle) Knickerbocker of Clare; stepfather-
in-law Tom VanderSteen and his family; in-laws,
Cindy (Tom) Courtright of Canadian Lakes, Mike
(Jenny) Malmquist, and Michelle Malmquist both
of Grand Ledge; and several nieces and nephews.
Joellyn was preceded in death by her father Har-
old Knickerbocker; sister Robin Knickerbocker;
nephew Timothy Knickerbocker; mother-in-law
Frances VanderSteen; father-in-law Harold Malm-
quist; and brother-in-law Jeff Malmquist. You may
view Joellyn’s obituary online, send a condolence
to the family and light a memorial candle at

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com
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tim told police.
Eventua l l y t he

roommate was able to
leave and file a com-
plaint at around 7:30
a.m.
When police ar-

rived, Alexander was
arrested without inci-
dent; his blood alcohol
level was .16, Browne
said.
He admitted to

drinking and to los-
ing or misplacing his
cell phone as well the
ensuing argument, but
said he did not point a
knife at anyone.
Alexander is facing

assault with a danger-
ous weapon and un-
lawful imprisonment
charges and is held
without bond in the Is-
abella County jail be-
cause of a parole viola-
tion, according to jail
records.
He pleaded no con-

test to a larceny from a
person charge in 2010,;
Alexander is also re-
quired to provide an
address and informa-
tion to the sex offender
registry stemming
from a third degree
criminal sexual con-
duct jury conviction
in Isabella County in
1995, according to the
Michigan Department
of Corrections.
Suspect is Scott Al-

exander 50 yr old Mt.
Pleasant man.
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temperatures in the mid-
20s at night.
When this occurs, the

trees run like water hoses
beginning in the mid-af-
ternoon. Rhynard and his
volunteer crew of 35-40
members race to empty as
many as buckets as they
possibly can before they
overfill. There are roughly
2,700 buckets in the Shep-
herd area.
There isn’t a set sched-

ule on when to collect the
sap because the entire pro-
cess is predicated on the
weather. And in Michigan,
you never really know what
you’re going to get from
day-to-day.
Sap is likemilk. If it stays

outside in the elements for
too long, it could lose its
quality. So the timely col-
lections of it are critical.
“Sometimes I’ll just get

a call from somebody driv-

ing down the road,” he said.
“They’ll tell me ‘hey, your
buckets are running over’,
and then I’ll have to quickly
gather a crew to go collect.
My volunteers understand
howmuch sapwe could lose
if we don’t collect it on time,
so a lot of them are willing
to help in an instant.”
Sugar Bush is a non-

profit organization which is
why every worker is a will-
ing volunteer that isn’t look-
ing for compensation.
Ron’s wife, Kenna, has

been working alongside
him for all 33 years of their
marriage. Growing up in
Shepherd she used to help
collect the sap and volun-
teered to make food at the
big event. Now she’s very
involved with the syrup-
making process and dur-
ing the festivals she sells it
to the customers at various
stands.
“It brings the community

together,” she said. “It’s fun
to see people want to partic-
ipate in it and help to run it
smoothly each year.”

Maple
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hospitalizations (with
a 80.5 percent hospi-
talization rate) and 25
deaths.
“This is the largest

outbreak in the coun-
try at this time. The
outbreak has been
spreading faster into
western and north-
ern Michigan (al-
though there are many
fewer cases than in
Southea s t) ,” sa id
Marcus Cheatham,
Health Officer with
the Mid-Michigan Dis-
trict Health Depart-
ment.
“It seems to have

slowed down a little
but that may just be
seasonal and it might
take off again.”
The virus is pass-

ing person-to person
through close contact,
particularly through
drug use, sexual activ-
ity, and among house-
hold members.
“Hepat it is A is

spread by the fe-
cal-oral route,” said
Dr. Jennifer Morse,
Medical Director for
the Central Michigan
District Health De-
partment, in Novem-
ber.
“This means you can

get ill if you eat, drink,
or touch your mouth
with any food, drink,
object, or your hands
that may have been
in contact with stool
(feces) from someone
infected with hepati-
tis A. Washing your
hands thoroughly
after using the bath-
room and before
handling or eating
food can help prevent
this.”

Cases
FROMPAGE 1

ANNARBOR» A $150 mil-
lion gift to the University
of Michigan is expected to
boost cancer research at
the Ann Arbor school.
The gift from Richard

and Susan Rogel to the
Comprehensive Cancer
Center is one of the largest
ever made to the univer-
sity, the school said in a re-
lease. On Thursday, univer-
sity regents are expected to
approve renaming the facil-
ity the Rogel Cancer Center.
Richard Rogel is presi-

dent of investment firm To-
may Inc. He graduated in
1970 from the university’s
business school. His wife,
Susan, is on the steering
committee of the Victors
forMichiganNational Cam-
paign Leadership Board.
Richard Rogel’s father

died from pancreatic can-
cer, according to the school.
Susan Rogel’s parents both
died of cancer, as did her
adult daughter, Ilene.

With few treatments
available to help Ilene, “it
made us want to domore to
help with the fight against
cancer,” Richard Rogel said
in the release. “It’s as sim-
ple as that.
“The problems we face

in health care today are
phenomenally complex,”
he said. “We need different
minds looking at the same
problem in different ways.”
The funding is expected

to help attract and support
cancer researchers from
around the world and pro-
vide grants to teams devel-
oping new approaches and
technologies to advance
early cancer detection,
monitoring and treatment.
Endowed professorships

and scholarships also will
be created.
“This generous gift

brings major new opportu-
nities for our cancer center
to dramatically increase the
pace of generating impor-

tant advances in the can-
cer field,” said Dr. Eric R.
Fearon, the cancer center’s
director.
“We will be able to de-

velop and apply selected dis-
coveries for new approaches
to reduce the burden of can-
cer and improve quality of
life for cancer patients and
survivors, as well as assist
in building the careers of
the next generation of can-
cer researchers and clini-
cians,” Fearon said.
The Rogels also have

givenmoney to the Kenneth
G. Lieberthal and Richard
H. Rogel Center for Chi-
nese Studies in the Col-
lege of Literature, Science,
and the Arts and to the
Rogel Medical Scholars at
the university’s medical
school.
The Rogel Award for Ex-

cellence has provided need-
based support for more
than 540 undergraduate
students since 2000.

STATE

University of Michigan gets
$150M cancer research gift

ByMikeHouseholder
Of The Associated Press

ANNARBOR» Actress Glenn
Close says she wants to
live in a world where men-
tal illness is talked about
openly and accepted as a
fact of life.
The Emmy- and Tony-

award-winning actress is in
Ann Arbor this week for a
gathering designed to bring
awareness to efforts aimed
at reducing the stigma asso-
ciated with mental illness.
“I’m excited about every

aspect of this event. I think
for those of us who are com-
ing in to participate it’s very
exciting, because I really
look forward to talking to
the students and learning
about what they’re dealing
with,” Close told The Asso-
ciated Press during an in-
terview Thursday at the
University of Michigan.
“There’s a lot of anxiety,
depression, and stigma on
campuses. I think kids are
really, really open and ready
to talk about it.”
Close, NFL player Bran-

donMarshall, rapper/singer
Logic and others are visit-
ing the campus to show
support for the Steven
Schwartzberg Foundation,
which is launching a cam-
paign to empower students
to address issues of mental
health by encouraging con-
versations.
The campaign is called

“Who Can Relate?” It takes
its name from a line in Log-
ic’s hit song “1-800-273-
8255,” named for the phone
number for the National
Suicide Prevention Lifeline.
Lyrics from Logic’s song in-
clude: “I don’t wanna be
alive/I just wanna die to-
day,” and “I want you to be
alive/You don’t got to die to-
day.”
Logic is scheduled to per-

formFriday nightwith prof-
its going to organizations
that share the same goal
of de-stigmatizing mental
illness, including Close’s
Bring Change to Mind,
which she co-founded after

her sister was diagnosed
with bipolar disorder and
her nephew with schizoaf-
fective disorder.
Also benefiting from

the show will be Proj-
ect375, which was founded
by Marshall and his wife,
Michi Marshall, after the
star wide receiver was di-
agnosed with borderline
personality disorder.
Michi Marshall spent

much of Thursday lead-
ing a mental health first-
aid training session. Close
stopped in to check out the
training and also attended
a lecture by artist and so-
cial activist Peter Tunney.
The event was created by

Harris Schwartzberg, who
sits on the board of Bring

Change to Mind and is an
advisory board member
of the University of Mich-
igan’s Comprehensive De-
pression Center. The Ste-
ven Schwartzberg Foun-
dation is named for Harris
Schwartzberg’s brother,
who died after a long strug-
gle with bipolar disorder.
“Glenn is a person and

Brandon’s a person, and
they struggle and their
families struggle. And it
should set a great exam-
ple for people to come out
and speak. And that’s re-
ally the most inspiring
is that they’re willing to
risk their public platform
to spread the message it’s
that important,” Schwartz-
berg said.

STATE

Actress Glenn Close aims to
reduce mental health stigma
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Actress Glenn Close poses at the 2018Writers Guild
Awards in Beverly Hills, Calif. The Emmy- and Tony-award-
winning actress is in Ann Arbor for a gathering designed to
bring awareness to efforts aimed at reducing the stigma
surrounding mental illness.
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NEWYORK» In Andrea
Bright’s home, Kleenex tis-
sues, Charmin toilet paper
and Glad trash bags have
all been replaced by one
brand: Prince & Spring.
Never heard of it? It’s

the 3-year-old house brand
from Boxed.com, one
among many new lines
from online retailers vying
to be the next private-label
juggernaut. Think Cost-
co’s Kirkland Signature or
Kroger’s Simple Truth, but
for online shoppers only.
Online retailers are cre-

ating their own brands for
the same reason brick-and-
mortar stores have long
done so: They make a big-
ger profit, and the items
help attract and keep cus-
tomers. Jet.com launched
Uniquely J last fall. Am-
azon now has Wickedly
Prime, AmazonBasics and
several other brands. And
one new website, Brand-
less.com, has gone even
further. Adamant that it’s
not a private label, it none-
theless sells only its own
goods such as toothpaste,
tampons and trail mix.
For shoppers, who may

see the new brands atop

their search results, the
online-only store labels
can offer cost savings on
basics, organic items they
can’t find in nearby stores,
or a change from products
they see everywhere.
Bright, an academic

counselor from Mattoon,
Illinois, started buying
Prince & Spring products
about two years ago. They
cost less, she says, and she
finds them to be “very good
quality.” Since online retail-
ers don’t have store shelves,
they find other ways to get
their labels in front of cus-
tomers. Sites design pack-
aging that pop on screens

(Jet, for example, hired a
tattoo artist for Uniquely
J coffee labels). Some use
organic ingredients or re-
cycled materials to stand
apart, while others ship
boxes of free samples to
hook shoppers.
In a box from Jet last De-

cember, Rachel Simpson
got freebies: two Uniquely
J sauces, including a Srira-
cha one. “That was a pleas-
ant surprise,” says Simp-
son, a data entry clerk who
lives in Jonesboro, Arkan-
sas. She frequently buys
another brand of Sriracha
from Jet, as well as other
condiments.
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Online retailers create brands
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husband Tim fulfilled a lifelong dream of Joellyn’s

times. Memorials in lieu of flowers are suggested
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