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LORENZ

By Jane Keon 
Pine River Superfund Citizen Task Force
Three local men are recipients of this year’s CAG Hall of Fame Awards. Bernie Bessert, Norm Keon and Ed
Lorenz were voted into the Hall of Fame by the members of the Pine River Superfund Citizen Task Force, an
EPA-recognized Community Advisory Group (CAG). All three were involved with the formation of the CAG at
its beginning in December, 1997.
 In previous years, the award ceremony took place at the annual Christmas Potluck, but with Covid 19
restrictions in place, the plaques were presented separately.
Bessert, a resident of St. Louis, was an employee of Farm Bureau Services during the PBB crisis of the 1970s.
“When FBS was forced into bankruptcy because of the tragic PBB mix-up, it had an impact on my livelihood,”
Bessert said. The mix-up occurred when bags of Firemaster, a fire retardant made with the chemical PBB
(polybrominated biphenyl) were added to livestock feed instead of Nutrimaster, a magnesium oxide supplement
for animals.
Living in St. Louis near the chemical factory that produced over 200 chemical compounds, Bessert could see the
degradation of the Pine River from chemical contamination. “I joined the CAG because of my concern for our
river and the need to get both Federal and State help in the cleanup.”
Keon lived near the river as both a child and an adult. He remembers his father warning him to not go into the
water due to the chemical pollution. When he was a freshman at Alma College, an assigned book was “Silent
Spring” by Rachel Carson that made famous the DDT pollution throughout the country. The chemical plant in
St. Louis was a producer of DDT from 1946-1966.
“I never dreamed that I would be able to actually see eagles flying in our area,” Keon said, referring to DDT
(dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane) as the cause of the local eagle population nearing extinction. “But they do
now, and it’s due to the environmental advocacy of many people and agencies.”
Keon is retired from the Michigan Department of Public Health, and now works as an epidemiologist for
multiple counties in Michigan, including Gratiot County. He serves on the CAG Executive Committee.
Lorenz, recently retired from Alma College as a professor of history and political science. He chaired the CAG
in its first four years, and now serves as Vice Chairperson. His book, Civic Empowerment in an Age of
Corporate Greed, details the business ethics of the companies responsible for the seven most contaminated
chemical sites in the nation, including two in Gratiot County.
A native of Maryland, Lorenz learned only after moving to Alma that he was living near a notorious Superfund
site and the one where the PBB mix-up had occurred. Even before the start of the CAG, he began research on the
history behind the chemical company. Both he and Keon have worked to locate documents from the PBB era
and to have them archived at the Clarke Historical Library in Mt. Pleasant.
“Without our CAG in place, I doubt much would have taken place in terms of a cleanup in St. Louis,” Lorenz
said. He has toured other Velsicol plant sites in the country, and remarks on the deplorable pollution in those
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places that do not have a citizens group advocating for a cleanup.
Both Lorenz and Keon serve on the PBB Leadership Team, which includes researchers from Emory University,
and representatives from Mid-Michigan District Health Department, the PBB Citizens Advisory Board, and the
Pine River Superfund Citizen Task Force.
“The primary focus of the Team is to solicit grants from the National Institutes of Health to fund research into
the health outcomes from exposure to PBB in the food chain,” Lorenz said. While a professor at Alma College,
he organized a DDT conference that included experts from other countries, and also a conference on the
multigenerational effects of exposures to DDT, PBB and other chemical compounds.
The Pine River Superfund Citizen Task Force is completing its 21st year, and is currently monitoring the EPA
thermal treatment operation at the chemical site, the investigation of the 1980s failed containment wall around
the site, and an experiment in the use of carbon to reduce bioavailability of DDT to animal life.  
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Incoming state rep to Lakeview restaurant owners: ‘I 
have your back’  
Refuse To Obey Unconstitutional Mandates Tour makes stop at Chapz 

By Elisabeth Waldon | on December 14, 2020  

LAKEVIEW — While most Michigan restaurants are closed for dine-in service per a state order, it was just another 
Saturday night for one Montcalm County restaurant. 

 

Incoming 70th District State Rep.-Elect Patrick Outman, R-Six Lakes, at left, speaks with a constituent during 
Saturday’s Refuse To Obey Unconstitutional Mandates Tour stop at Chapz Roadhouse in Lakeview. — DN Photo | 
Elisabeth Waldon 

Chapz Roadhouse was full of in-person diners with waitresses bustling to and from tables and booths, taking orders 
and delivering plates of hot food — from “big ole’ onion rings” to the Lakeview restaurant’s famous “steaks from the 
chuck wagon,” roadhouse burgers and cowboy beans. 
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Including among Saturday’s hungry — and mostly maskless — supporters were three faces who are planning to take 
the fight for restaurants to remain open all the way to the top — incoming 70th District State Rep.-Elect Patrick 
Outman, R-Six Lakes, 59th District State Rep.-Elect Steve Carra, R-Three Rivers, and Stand Up Michigan Executive 
Director Tammy Clark. 

The Lakeview stop was part of Saturday’s Refuse To Obey Unconstitutional Mandates Tour with multiple stops made 
at Michigan restaurants currently defying state orders — including Daily Grind and Bucky’s, both in Portage, Rise N 
Shine in Niles, Bullseye in Three Rivers, Royal Scot in Grand Ledge, Lakeside in Sand Lake and Jimmy’s Roadhouse 
in Newaygo, plus an afternoon rally at the State Capitol in Lansing. 

Carra, Clark and Outman gave a speech, alongside Chapz owners Dan and Camille Schutte as diners turned in their 
chairs to listen while others lined the walls or joined a long line coming through the lobby. 

“I want to commend Dan and Camille for staying open here at Chapz and fighting the good fight,” declared Outman 
to applause. “It’s not easy what we’re asking you guys to do, but you guys have been defiant … and I can’t tell you 
how proud I am of you guys and how proud I am to represent you guys in the Michigan Legislature. Just know that I 
do have your back and I’m going to do everything I can for you guys.” 

“We need to drain the swamp in Lansing, that’s what we need to do,” Dan Schutte responded. “It’s a cesspool down 
there.” 

 

Speaking during Saturday’s Refuse To Obey Unconstitutional Mandates Tour at a stop at Chapz Roadhouse in 
Lakeview are, from left to right, Stand Up Michigan Executive Director Tammy Clark, 59th District State Rep.-Elect 
Steve Carra, R-Three Rivers, 70th District State Rep.-Elect Patrick Outman, R-Six Lakes, and Chapz owners Dan and 
Camille Schutte. — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 



 

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services issued an epidemic order beginning Nov. 18 ordering 
restaurants to cease indoor dining, ordering high schools to cease in-person learning and enacting additional 
restrictions on social gatherings. On Dec. 7, the state health department extended that order until Dec. 20. 

However, Chapz Roadhouse has remained open for in-person dining throughout the state health department’s order, 
despite receiving warnings from the Mid-Michigan District Health Department and even though the Michigan Liquor 
Control Commission has suspended the restaurant’s liquor license (the Schuttes and their attorney Stephen Kallman 
are currently appealing that ruling to Montcalm County Circuit Court). 

In between bites of chicken wings, Outman told the Daily News that Saturday’s tour was all about supporting small 
businesses that have been adversely affected by state-ordered shutdowns. 

“Anything we can do to help them, we fully stand behind them and as their elected official I stand behind them as 
well,” Outman said. 

“I’m hopefully optimistic that we can work together,” added Outman, who will take office in mid-January and will 
work next door to his father, 33rd District State Sen. Rick Outman, R-Six Lakes. “I certainly extend an invitation to 
the governor to work with us and come up with a more reasonable approach to fighting this pandemic. But there’s no 
question about it, the voices throughout the state of Michigan and certainly in this district have been actively silenced. 
Our government is meant to operate with three branches and that hasn’t been the case throughout the past year. 

 

Incoming 70th District State Rep.-Elect Patrick Outman, R-Six Lakes, at left, and 59th District State Rep.-Elect Steve 
Carra, R-Three Rivers, at center, speak with Dan Schutte, owner of Chapz Roadhouse in Lakeview, during Saturday’s 
Refuse To Obey Unconstitutional Mandates Tour. — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

“I challenge someone to answer me how a few people coming into a restaurant and eating is any different than a 
bunch of people packing into a big box store for Christmas shopping?” Outman said. “It’s all about personal 
responsibility. I think if patrons choose to come here and choose to do business, they will do what’s best for 



 

themselves and their families. I certainly feel for restaurants in particular and anybody in the hospitality industry — 
they operate on razor-thin margins as it is. I fully stand behind them.” 

Outman added that he would not support a statewide face mask mandate — which was proposed by House Democrats 
but rejected by House Republicans this past week. 

“In my opinion, it’s a personal decision,” Outman said. “I would be strongly opposed to a mandate that would require 
residents of Michigan to wear face masks. I struggle with government mandating that you take such measures.” 

In Carra’s speech to Chapz diners, he referred to Michigan’s Public Health Code Act 368 of 1978. 

“Just because the Legislature and the governor made a mistake back in 1978 doesn’t mean that the governor and her 
unelected bureaucrats should use that,” Carra declared. “Yes, they made a mistake in a long public act back in 1978, 
but to try to operate under that specific statute is blatantly and egregiously obvious how unconstitutional it is, and 
because of that I think it’s an impeachable offense.” 

Diners burst into applause and cheers at this statement. 

Carra reiterated his comments when speaking with the Daily News while digging into a juicy steak and sneaking 
some cowboy beans from Clark’s plate across the booth. 

 

Dan Schutte, owner of Chapz Roadhouse (in red shirt at left), visits with 59th District State Rep.-Elect Steve Carra, 
R-Three Rivers, and 70th District State Rep.-Elect Patrick Outman, R-Six Lakes as the Lakeview restaurant fills with 
dine-in supporters during Saturday’s Refuse To Obey Unconstitutional Mandates Tour event. — DN Photo | Elisabeth 
Waldon 



 

“I know there are differences in opinion, but it seems a blatantly obvious and egregious subversion of power,” Carra 
said of the state’s pandemic orders. “The unilateral and unconstitutional decision-making that the governor’s doing 
right now is completely inappropriate, and to me, it’s an impeachable offense. 

“There’s a lot of business owners and their employees who are suffering from all these shutdowns,” he said. “These 
are all consenting adults and their families who have chosen to come here, nobody was forced to come here. That’s 
what America is, we make decisions in our lives, we take a risk if we want to. 

Clark, who has been executive director of the Stand Up Michigan group since July, agreed with Carra’s comments. 

“The restaurants are really no different than any other businesses. They’re just a group of businesses that are being 
targeted,” Clark said. “The government and the governor and individual state agencies do not have the authority to 
pick and choose who gets to stay open and who has to close. We’ve been saying you need to go to court, we need to 
challenge them. 

“There is a whole lot of things this governor is doing that she’s not supposed to be doing,” Clark added. “She is in 
contempt of court. This behavior by her is criminal and it needs to be stopped. They’re the ones who are the criminals. 
Places like this (Chapz) have not done anything wrong.” 
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By Rick Mills
rimills@medianewsgroup.com 
@rickmills2 on Twitter

A 36-year-old Shepherd man, 
disoriented and drunk after get-
ting stuck in a ditch, was found 
huddled in a snowy thicket in a T-
shirt and jeans by a state trooper’s 
tracking dog more than an hour af-
ter fleeing his car.

A state trooper and his canine 
partner were sent to East Jordan 
and Whiteville roads, northwest 
of Mt. Pleasant, about 10:45 p.m. 
Saturday for an unattended car in 
a ditch.

“Upon arriving on scene, the 
trooper observed open alcohol con-
tainers, a cell phone, and shoes in 
the vehicle,” state police said in a 
press release. “The trooper and his 
canine partner began to search the 
area to locate the driver approxi-
mately an hour and twenty min-
utes after the crash.”

The man was intoxicated and 
wearing only a T-shirt and jeans, 
police said.

“Despite freezing temperatures 
and freezing rain, the canine unit 

ISABELLA COUNTY

Cops: Intoxicated 
man found after 
fleeing stuck car

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Sixteen people from Isabella, 
Gratiot and Clare counties were 
among the 29 who died from CO-
VID-19 from Dec. 4 to Monday. 
Four of Isabella County’s seven 
deaths were from two nursing 
home outbreaks.

Three of those were from one 
facility, Medilodge of Mt. Pleas-
ant, 1524 Portobello Dr. In all, 61 
residents and approximately 20 
staff have contracted the disease.

The deaths — all involving el-
derly people — including two 
women, one who died on Dec. 
4 and one on Dec. 8, and a man 
who died Dec. 9, said Steve Hall, 
health officer for Central Michi-
gan District Health Department. 
It brings the total number of 
Medilodge deaths to five, includ-
ing a woman who was Isabella 
County’s second COVID-19 death 
in early April.

During that same timeframe, 

MID-MICHIGAN

Region sees 
deadliest 
10 days of 
pandemic

ALMA COLLEGE PHOTO

Hannah Walker, a junior student from Ypsilanti, is studying the relationship between reduced food 
availability and the amount of salt it takes to kill Hyalella azteca.

Alma College Communications

Every year, billions of pounds 
of salt are poured onto road-
ways and sidewalks to make 
commuting in winter weather 
a little safer. But student sci-
entists at Alma College say it 
comes at a cost to the environ-
ment, which could have far-
reaching implications for ani-
mals and people.

Camera Stevens and Hannah 
Walker are among several stu-
dents studying under Amanda 
Harwood, an assistant pro-
fessor of biology and environ-
mental studies, to learn more 
about the effects of road salt on 
aquatic ecosystems. What the 
students know, they say, is that 
the salt doesn’t simply disap-
pear when the snow melts.

“We know that when the 
snow melts, that salt needs to 
go somewhere. Where it ends 
up going, more often than not, 
is our freshwater systems,” said 
Stevens, a senior from South 
Point, Ohio. “So, if you think 
about the plants and animals 
that live in the freshwater envi-
ronments of Michigan, and the 
people who use them for vari-
ous purposes, and you put lots 
of saltwater in there, it’s going 
to have an impact.

“We’re trying to figure out 
what that impact is, and what 
it means for us and future gen-
erations.”

At the center of Stevens’s and 
Walker’s studies are Hyalella az-
teca, a crustacean commonly 
found in North American fresh-
waters. Hyalella are considered 
an easy species to breed, but 
apart from that, the students 
say they are a good invertebrate 
to study because of their status 
at the bottom of the food chain.

“They do reproduce quickly, 
which helps, because we need a 
lot of them for a study like this. 
But they’re also an important 
food source for fish and water-
fowl, which is something that 
is important to a lot of people 
in Michigan,” said Walker, a ju-
nior from Ypsilanti. “Hyalella 
may not be very large or well 
known, but if they were to go 
away, there would be serious 
consequences.”

Walker explained that she is 
specifically studying the rela-
tionship between reduced food 
availability and the amount 
of salt it takes to kill Hyalella. 
Understanding the interac-
tions between this combina-
tion of “stressors,” as Walker 
put it, could lead to more ac-
curate conclusions about the 
level of salt we can use on our 
roads without causing harm 

ALMA COLLEGE NEWS

WORTH ITS SALT?
Alma College students study impact of wintertime road salt on environment, wildlife

Region may receive Pfizer doses for health workers as soon as today

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

The first doses of the Pfizer CO-
VID-19 vaccines are expected to 
arrive in mid-Michigan this week, 
to be administered to health care 
workers by their employers.

MidMichigan Health expects 

their first doses to arrive any-
where between  today and Thurs-
day, said Millie Jezior, MidMichi-
gan Health’s spokeswoman.

The first people immunized will 
include 20 employees at the net-
work’s Midland hospital and 10 in 
Alpena, she said. All of them are 
part of MidMichigan’s vaccination 
team and work in quality, infec-

tion control, employee health and 
in the pharmacy. It also includes a 
few physicians.

Currently, the next step is to give 
vaccinations to workers in emer-
gency departments and intensive 
care units, plus those working in 
COVID units, she said. These will 
include employees at the network’s 

CORONAVIRUS IN MID-MICHIGAN

Vaccines to arrive this week
Bruce Smith, a 
FedEx package 
handler, works in 
a facility at the 
Gerald R. Ford 
International 
Airport in 
Cascade 
Township, Mich., 
on Saturday. 
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the number of cases in Is-
abella County increased by 
243 to a cumulative total of 
2,679 confirmed cases.

Eight people in Gratiot 
County died during the 10 
days between Dec. 4 and 
Monday, all of them el-
derly. State records show 
seven new nursing home  
deaths. Those records don’t 
define what is meant by 
new.

Four of those deaths in-
volve people at Masonic 
Pathways properties, in-
cluding four at Masonic 
Health Care Center, ac-
cording to state records. 
It was the site of an earlier 
outbreak, in which seven 
residents died. A total of 13 
people at the facility have 
died from COVID-19 since 
March.

Two of the other new 
nursing home deaths took 
place at Michigan Masonic 

Home; the other at The 
Laurels of Fulton.

The eight deaths in-
volved six elderly women, 
four in their 80s and two 
in their 90s; and two men, 
one in his 80s and one in 
his 90s, said Leslie Kin-
nee, spokeswoman for Mid-
Michigan District Health 
Department. Gratiot’s cu-
mulative confirmed cases 
increased by 282 to 1,905 
on Monday.

Nursing home residents 
have proven particularly 
vulnerable to the disease. 
The cause of outbreaks, 
health officials have previ-
ously warned, is commu-
nity spread. That is, where 
someone who has con-
tracted the disease out-
side the facility — usually 
an employee — brings it in-
side.

Because someone with 
COVID-19 is usually most 
contagious before the onset 
of symptoms, usually the 
person doesn’t even know 
they have the disease.

As cases rose dramat-

ically in November, so 
did outbreaks in nurs-
ing homes and other con-
gregate care facilities. An 
outbreak at Central Mich-
igan Correctional Facility 
infected more than three-
quarters of its inmates, or 
2,037 of 2,661. Two inmates 
have died from the disease, 
according to Michigan De-
partment of Corrections re-
cords.

Prison staff cases are 
counted in the county 
where the employees live 
and are handled by local 
health departments. In-
mate cases are managed 
by the MDOC.

A member of the pris-
on’s staff is believed to 
have brought the virus in, 
one of 205 staff members 
who have confirmed cases.

During those 10 days, 
one additional person — 
an elderly woman — died 
in Clare County, Hall said. 
She died on Dec. 6. No new 
nursing home deaths were 
reported as new, state re-
cords say.

Clare’s cumulative to-
tal of confirmed cases in-
creased by 115 during that 
time, to 892.

Elsewhere in mid-Mich-
igan, deaths and cumula-
tive case numbers are as 
follows:

• In Gladwin County, 
there are a cumulative total 
number of 907 confirmed 
cases, with 13 deaths;

• In Mecosta County, 
there are a cumulative to-
tal number of 1,438 cases, 
with 11 deaths;

• In Gladwin County, 
there are a cumulative to-
tal number of 3,067 cases, 
with 30 deaths; and,

• In Midland County, 
there are a cumulative to-
tal number of 2,437 cases, 
with 40 deaths.

Statewide, another 90 
deaths were reported for 
a total of 10,752, and an-
other 7,205 cases were re-
ported Monday for a cu-
mulative total of 437,985. 
Those numbers ref lect 
counts from both Satur-
day and Sunday.

Update
FROM PAGE 1

locked onto a track that 
brought them to a large 
thicket of brush a quarter 
of a mile away from the 
crash scene,” police said. 
“Inside the thicket, the 
36-yr-old Shepherd man 
that fled the scene of the 
accident was located.”

Medical personnel 
checked on the suspect’s 
well-being and found him 
to have a body tempera-
ture of 94 degrees. The 
suspect was unaware he 
had been in the thicket 
for over an hour and a half.

The man was taken to 
the Isabella County Jail 
for drunken driving, leav-
ing the scene of an acci-
dent, and having open in-
toxicants in a vehicle. 

His arraignment is 
pending.

The Michigan State Po-
lice was assisted by Isa-
bella County Central Dis-
patch.

Stuck
FROM PAGE 1

medical centers, including 
ones in Mt. Pleasant, Clare 
and Alma.

McLaren is also plan-
ning to get its first vaccina-
tions this week, said Rachel 
Blizzard, spokeswoman for 
McLaren-Central Michigan. 
The network has partnered 
with Walgreens to admin-
ister their vaccinations to 
employees and healthcare 
workers.

Healthcare workers are 
part of the first wave of vac-
cinations. So are residents 
and staff of nursing homes 
and other long-term living 
facilities, groups that have 
proven particularly vulner-
able to the virus.

Those facilities were of-
fered the opportunity to 
partner with chain phar-
macies, which would inoc-
ulate both residents and 
staff, said Melissa DeRoche, 
spokeswoman with Central 
Michigan District Health 
Department.

The next group that 
would receive the vaccine 
are workers in critical in-
dustries and people who 
work in critical non-medical 
fields like health labs and at 
funeral homes.

People at-risk for serious 
illness and death — those 65 
years old and older, and peo-
ple with underlying health 
conditions — are next.

Finally, everyone else.
Both of mid-Michigan’s 

health departments — 
CMDHD and Mid-Michigan 
District Health Department 
— are handling the vaccine’s 
community-based rollout.

Currently, CMDHD plans 
to start holding those clin-
ics in the new year, DeRoche 
said, with the health depart-
ment announcing times, 
dates and locations.

MMDHD’s plans are iden-
tical to CMDHD’s, said Les-
lie Kinnee, spokeswoman 
for the health department.

While the timeframe on 
when those clinics will take 
place is up in the air, Dr. An-
thony Fauci said Monday 
morning that people in at-
risk groups could start re-

ceiving the vaccination by 
late April or early May.

Depending on the effi-
ciency of the vaccine’s roll-
out, the nation’s top infec-
tious disease expert said 
that it could be available to 
the general public by late 
spring or early summer.

That could lead the 
United States to see the 
rate of infections drop 
throughout the sum-
mer until enough people 
have received it that the  
nation could achieve herd 
immunity by early fall, he 
said.

Earlier Monday, Alex 
Azar, secretary of the De-
partment of Health and Hu-
man Services, said during 
an interview on the Today 
show that the vaccine could 
be available to the general 
population by the end of 
February.

Pfizer started shipping its 
COVID-19 vaccine from its 
facility in Portage over the 
weekend to great fanfare. 
State and national media 
showed images of trucks 
leaving the facility and air-
craft taking off from Lan-

sing’s airport, carrying the 
vaccine across the country.

A second vaccine, from 
Moderna, is expected to 
have a hearing before the 
same panel that green-
lighted Pfizer’s vaccine last 
week.

Both vaccines are them-
selves novel, using a strand 
of RNA to communicate to 
cells to construct a protein 
spike crucial to the SARS-
CoV-2 virus’s ability to use 
cells to replicate itself. The 
strand of genetic code is bro-
ken down by the body’s im-
mune system, never having 
entered the cell.

It’s the first vaccine that 
uses this mode to stimu-
late an immune response 
in human bodies. Previous 
vaccines have all relied on 
weakened virus cells. An-
other vaccine in trials, from 
Astra Zeneca, is one of these 
vaccines.

The Pfizer vaccine comes 
with the requirement that it 
needs to be kept very cold, 
requiring freezers that can 
store it at temperatures 
down to minus 94 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

Vaccine
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to animals — and whether 
we should switch to a road-
clearing alternative, such as 
beet juice.

Learning about multiple 
stressors could have even 
broader applications than 
road-clearing, Walker said.

“It’s interesting to me to 
think about how this abil-
ity to model changes in sys-
tem might relate to some-
thing as large scale as cli-
mate change,” Walker 
said. “Knowing how mul-
tiple stressors can create 
an impact is important be-
cause climate change cre-
ates multiple stressors for 
any organism: higher tem-
peratures, more or less wa-
ter, new pathogens and  
other changes to environ-
ments.”

Stevens, together with for-
mer classmate Isabella Cen-
turione ‘20, is studying other 
factors that could influence 
the level of toxicity in Hy-
alella, such as the tempera-
ture of the area they live in 
and the duration of their ex-
posure.

The two presented their 
preliminary findings last 
month at the virtual Soci-
ety of Environmental Toxi-
cology and Chemistry (SE-
TAC) North America Confer-
ence, an annual gathering of 
thousands of leaders in gov-
ernment, industry and aca-
demia.

Stevens, who got her start 
at Alma studying Hyalella as 
part of the Alma College e-
STEM Cooperative Research 
Experience (CORE) program 
— designed to give students 
money to perform scientific 
research — said undergrad-
uates giving presentations at 
such large conferences is a 
rare opportunity.

“To give a presentation 
and talk about my findings 
is something I wouldn’t have 
been able to do without the 
chances I’ve been given by 
Alma College and Amanda 
Harwood,” she said. “I can 
take this experience and use 
it in graduate school appli-
cations and professional set-
tings.”

Study
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To place an obituary,

please contact us at: 877.271.1272 or 248.745.4500
(Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.)

For more information, contact us at:

obits@newspaperclassifieds.com

Honor your loved one by sharing
their unique story…their journey,

accomplishments, passions and wisdom
…and provide information about their
commemoration with an obituary or

memoriam.

To place an obituary

FREDERICK R. “FRITZ” REEDEED

Remembering...

REED Frederick R. “Fritz” Reed, age
59, of Powell,

passed away unexpectedly Monda
y,August 27, 2007. He

was a graduate of Harvard Univer
sity and The Ohio State

University Law School. During
his career he practiced

law with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, served

as Chief Financial Officer for
Wendy’s International

and most recently worked as a business consultant

for Development Specialists, In
c. He will be dearly

missed by his wife of 16 years, Ja
ne; sister, Jane Prause;

sister-in-law, Janet (Michael) K
edik; uncle, Charles

E. (Patricia) Reed; mother-in-law
, Carol G. Williams;

brothers-in-law, John D. (Dorot
hy) Williams and Barry J. (Phi

lippa) Williams;

nieces and nephews, David (Mel
issa) Black, Sarah Black, Matthe

w Reed, Samuel

Reed, Margaret (Joel) Strom, Sa
rah (Kevin) Mueller, John Carl (

Sarah) Williams,

James B. (Holly) Williams, Coli
n (Elaine) Williams, Charlotte (L

ewis) Muir and

Lesley (Wes) Patterson; step-nep
hew, Calvin Kedik; 7 grand-niec

es and nephews;

2 step-grand-nieces and nephews
; and many friends. Fritz was pr

eceded in death

by his parents Carl R. and Maria
n Faler Reed, brother David Ree

d, brother-in-law

Robert H. Prause, father-in-law Ja
mes T. Williams and aunts and un

cle Ellen ‘Susie’

Reed, Ruth Reed (Warren) Calver
t. Friends may call 2-5 and 7-9 p.m

. Wednesday at

SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST
CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road. P

rivate graveside

service and interment at Lithopol
is Cemetery. A Memorial Service

will be held at 1

p.m. Thursday, August 30, 2007 a
t All Saints Lutheran Church, 677

0 North High St.

Worthington with Pastors Glenn
Zorb and William Saunders officiating. In lieu of

flowers, contributions may be ma
de to the Frederick R. Reed Scho

larship Fund at

the OSU Moritz College of Law,
c/o Lisa Ballmann, OSU Moritz

College of Law,

55 West 12th Avenue, Columbus
OH 43210 or the All Saints Ev. L

utheran Church

Endowment Fund, in his memory
. Visit www.schoedinger.com to s

end condolences

to his family. “Sign the online gue
stbook at www.dispatch.com/obit

uaries”

We will help you
create an obituary
to treasure for years
to come. Included
with every obituary
is a commemorative
plaque of your loved
one’s obituary.
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By Rick Mills
rimills@medianewsgroup.com 
@rickmills2 on Twitter

A 36-year-old Shepherd man, 
disoriented and drunk after get-
ting stuck in a ditch, was found 
huddled in a snowy thicket in a T-
shirt and jeans by a state trooper’s 
tracking dog more than an hour af-
ter fleeing his car.

A state trooper and his canine 
partner were sent to East Jordan 
and Whiteville roads, northwest 
of Mt. Pleasant, about 10:45 p.m. 
Saturday for an unattended car in 
a ditch.

“Upon arriving on scene, the 
trooper observed open alcohol con-
tainers, a cell phone, and shoes in 
the vehicle,” state police said in a 
press release. “The trooper and his 
canine partner began to search the 
area to locate the driver approxi-
mately an hour and twenty min-
utes after the crash.”

The man was intoxicated and 
wearing only a T-shirt and jeans, 
police said.

“Despite freezing temperatures 
and freezing rain, the canine unit 

ISABELLA COUNTY

Cops: Intoxicated 
man found after 
fleeing stuck car

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Sixteen people from Isabella, 
Gratiot and Clare counties were 
among the 29 who died from CO-
VID-19 from Dec. 4 to Monday. 
Four of Isabella County’s seven 
deaths were from two nursing 
home outbreaks.

Three of those were from one 
facility, Medilodge of Mt. Pleas-
ant, 1524 Portobello Dr. In all, 61 
residents and approximately 20 
staff have contracted the disease.

The deaths — all involving el-
derly people — including two 
women, one who died on Dec. 
4 and one on Dec. 8, and a man 
who died Dec. 9, said Steve Hall, 
health officer for Central Michi-
gan District Health Department. 
It brings the total number of 
Medilodge deaths to five, includ-
ing a woman who was Isabella 
County’s second COVID-19 death 
in early April.

During that same timeframe, 

MID-MICHIGAN

Region sees 
deadliest 
10 days of 
pandemic

ALMA COLLEGE PHOTO

Hannah Walker, a junior student from Ypsilanti, is studying the relationship between reduced food 
availability and the amount of salt it takes to kill Hyalella azteca.

Alma College Communications

Every year, billions of pounds 
of salt are poured onto road-
ways and sidewalks to make 
commuting in winter weather 
a little safer. But student sci-
entists at Alma College say it 
comes at a cost to the environ-
ment, which could have far-
reaching implications for ani-
mals and people.

Camera Stevens and Hannah 
Walker are among several stu-
dents studying under Amanda 
Harwood, an assistant pro-
fessor of biology and environ-
mental studies, to learn more 
about the effects of road salt on 
aquatic ecosystems. What the 
students know, they say, is that 
the salt doesn’t simply disap-
pear when the snow melts.

“We know that when the 
snow melts, that salt needs to 
go somewhere. Where it ends 
up going, more often than not, 
is our freshwater systems,” said 
Stevens, a senior from South 
Point, Ohio. “So, if you think 
about the plants and animals 
that live in the freshwater envi-
ronments of Michigan, and the 
people who use them for vari-
ous purposes, and you put lots 
of saltwater in there, it’s going 
to have an impact.

“We’re trying to figure out 
what that impact is, and what 
it means for us and future gen-
erations.”

At the center of Stevens’s and 
Walker’s studies are Hyalella az-
teca, a crustacean commonly 
found in North American fresh-
waters. Hyalella are considered 
an easy species to breed, but 
apart from that, the students 
say they are a good invertebrate 
to study because of their status 
at the bottom of the food chain.

“They do reproduce quickly, 
which helps, because we need a 
lot of them for a study like this. 
But they’re also an important 
food source for fish and water-
fowl, which is something that 
is important to a lot of people 
in Michigan,” said Walker, a ju-
nior from Ypsilanti. “Hyalella 
may not be very large or well 
known, but if they were to go 
away, there would be serious 
consequences.”

Walker explained that she is 
specifically studying the rela-
tionship between reduced food 
availability and the amount 
of salt it takes to kill Hyalella. 
Understanding the interac-
tions between this combina-
tion of “stressors,” as Walker 
put it, could lead to more ac-
curate conclusions about the 
level of salt we can use on our 
roads without causing harm 

ALMA COLLEGE NEWS

WORTH ITS SALT?
Alma College students study impact of wintertime road salt on environment, wildlife

Region may receive Pfizer doses for health workers as soon as today

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

The first doses of the Pfizer CO-
VID-19 vaccines are expected to 
arrive in mid-Michigan this week, 
to be administered to health care 
workers by their employers.

MidMichigan Health expects 

their first doses to arrive any-
where between  today and Thurs-
day, said Millie Jezior, MidMichi-
gan Health’s spokeswoman.

The first people immunized will 
include 20 employees at the net-
work’s Midland hospital and 10 in 
Alpena, she said. All of them are 
part of MidMichigan’s vaccination 
team and work in quality, infec-

tion control, employee health and 
in the pharmacy. It also includes a 
few physicians.

Currently, the next step is to give 
vaccinations to workers in emer-
gency departments and intensive 
care units, plus those working in 
COVID units, she said. These will 
include employees at the network’s 

CORONAVIRUS IN MID-MICHIGAN

Vaccines to arrive this week
Bruce Smith, a 
FedEx package 
handler, works in 
a facility at the 
Gerald R. Ford 
International 
Airport in 
Cascade 
Township, Mich., 
on Saturday. 
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the number of cases in Is-
abella County increased by 
243 to a cumulative total of 
2,679 confirmed cases.

Eight people in Gratiot 
County died during the 10 
days between Dec. 4 and 
Monday, all of them el-
derly. State records show 
seven new nursing home  
deaths. Those records don’t 
define what is meant by 
new.

Four of those deaths in-
volve people at Masonic 
Pathways properties, in-
cluding four at Masonic 
Health Care Center, ac-
cording to state records. 
It was the site of an earlier 
outbreak, in which seven 
residents died. A total of 13 
people at the facility have 
died from COVID-19 since 
March.

Two of the other new 
nursing home deaths took 
place at Michigan Masonic 

Home; the other at The 
Laurels of Fulton.

The eight deaths in-
volved six elderly women, 
four in their 80s and two 
in their 90s; and two men, 
one in his 80s and one in 
his 90s, said Leslie Kin-
nee, spokeswoman for Mid-
Michigan District Health 
Department. Gratiot’s cu-
mulative confirmed cases 
increased by 282 to 1,905 
on Monday.

Nursing home residents 
have proven particularly 
vulnerable to the disease. 
The cause of outbreaks, 
health officials have previ-
ously warned, is commu-
nity spread. That is, where 
someone who has con-
tracted the disease out-
side the facility — usually 
an employee — brings it in-
side.

Because someone with 
COVID-19 is usually most 
contagious before the onset 
of symptoms, usually the 
person doesn’t even know 
they have the disease.

As cases rose dramat-

ically in November, so 
did outbreaks in nurs-
ing homes and other con-
gregate care facilities. An 
outbreak at Central Mich-
igan Correctional Facility 
infected more than three-
quarters of its inmates, or 
2,037 of 2,661. Two inmates 
have died from the disease, 
according to Michigan De-
partment of Corrections re-
cords.

Prison staff cases are 
counted in the county 
where the employees live 
and are handled by local 
health departments. In-
mate cases are managed 
by the MDOC.

A member of the pris-
on’s staff is believed to 
have brought the virus in, 
one of 205 staff members 
who have confirmed cases.

During those 10 days, 
one additional person — 
an elderly woman — died 
in Clare County, Hall said. 
She died on Dec. 6. No new 
nursing home deaths were 
reported as new, state re-
cords say.

Clare’s cumulative to-
tal of confirmed cases in-
creased by 115 during that 
time, to 892.

Elsewhere in mid-Mich-
igan, deaths and cumula-
tive case numbers are as 
follows:

• In Gladwin County, 
there are a cumulative total 
number of 907 confirmed 
cases, with 13 deaths;

• In Mecosta County, 
there are a cumulative to-
tal number of 1,438 cases, 
with 11 deaths;

• In Gladwin County, 
there are a cumulative to-
tal number of 3,067 cases, 
with 30 deaths; and,

• In Midland County, 
there are a cumulative to-
tal number of 2,437 cases, 
with 40 deaths.

Statewide, another 90 
deaths were reported for 
a total of 10,752, and an-
other 7,205 cases were re-
ported Monday for a cu-
mulative total of 437,985. 
Those numbers ref lect 
counts from both Satur-
day and Sunday.

Update
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locked onto a track that 
brought them to a large 
thicket of brush a quarter 
of a mile away from the 
crash scene,” police said. 
“Inside the thicket, the 
36-yr-old Shepherd man 
that fled the scene of the 
accident was located.”

Medical personnel 
checked on the suspect’s 
well-being and found him 
to have a body tempera-
ture of 94 degrees. The 
suspect was unaware he 
had been in the thicket 
for over an hour and a half.

The man was taken to 
the Isabella County Jail 
for drunken driving, leav-
ing the scene of an acci-
dent, and having open in-
toxicants in a vehicle. 

His arraignment is 
pending.

The Michigan State Po-
lice was assisted by Isa-
bella County Central Dis-
patch.

Stuck
FROM PAGE 1

medical centers, including 
ones in Mt. Pleasant, Clare 
and Alma.

McLaren is also plan-
ning to get its first vaccina-
tions this week, said Rachel 
Blizzard, spokeswoman for 
McLaren-Central Michigan. 
The network has partnered 
with Walgreens to admin-
ister their vaccinations to 
employees and healthcare 
workers.

Healthcare workers are 
part of the first wave of vac-
cinations. So are residents 
and staff of nursing homes 
and other long-term living 
facilities, groups that have 
proven particularly vulner-
able to the virus.

Those facilities were of-
fered the opportunity to 
partner with chain phar-
macies, which would inoc-
ulate both residents and 
staff, said Melissa DeRoche, 
spokeswoman with Central 
Michigan District Health 
Department.

The next group that 
would receive the vaccine 
are workers in critical in-
dustries and people who 
work in critical non-medical 
fields like health labs and at 
funeral homes.

People at-risk for serious 
illness and death — those 65 
years old and older, and peo-
ple with underlying health 
conditions — are next.

Finally, everyone else.
Both of mid-Michigan’s 

health departments — 
CMDHD and Mid-Michigan 
District Health Department 
— are handling the vaccine’s 
community-based rollout.

Currently, CMDHD plans 
to start holding those clin-
ics in the new year, DeRoche 
said, with the health depart-
ment announcing times, 
dates and locations.

MMDHD’s plans are iden-
tical to CMDHD’s, said Les-
lie Kinnee, spokeswoman 
for the health department.

While the timeframe on 
when those clinics will take 
place is up in the air, Dr. An-
thony Fauci said Monday 
morning that people in at-
risk groups could start re-

ceiving the vaccination by 
late April or early May.

Depending on the effi-
ciency of the vaccine’s roll-
out, the nation’s top infec-
tious disease expert said 
that it could be available to 
the general public by late 
spring or early summer.

That could lead the 
United States to see the 
rate of infections drop 
throughout the sum-
mer until enough people 
have received it that the  
nation could achieve herd 
immunity by early fall, he 
said.

Earlier Monday, Alex 
Azar, secretary of the De-
partment of Health and Hu-
man Services, said during 
an interview on the Today 
show that the vaccine could 
be available to the general 
population by the end of 
February.

Pfizer started shipping its 
COVID-19 vaccine from its 
facility in Portage over the 
weekend to great fanfare. 
State and national media 
showed images of trucks 
leaving the facility and air-
craft taking off from Lan-

sing’s airport, carrying the 
vaccine across the country.

A second vaccine, from 
Moderna, is expected to 
have a hearing before the 
same panel that green-
lighted Pfizer’s vaccine last 
week.

Both vaccines are them-
selves novel, using a strand 
of RNA to communicate to 
cells to construct a protein 
spike crucial to the SARS-
CoV-2 virus’s ability to use 
cells to replicate itself. The 
strand of genetic code is bro-
ken down by the body’s im-
mune system, never having 
entered the cell.

It’s the first vaccine that 
uses this mode to stimu-
late an immune response 
in human bodies. Previous 
vaccines have all relied on 
weakened virus cells. An-
other vaccine in trials, from 
Astra Zeneca, is one of these 
vaccines.

The Pfizer vaccine comes 
with the requirement that it 
needs to be kept very cold, 
requiring freezers that can 
store it at temperatures 
down to minus 94 degrees 
Fahrenheit.
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to animals — and whether 
we should switch to a road-
clearing alternative, such as 
beet juice.

Learning about multiple 
stressors could have even 
broader applications than 
road-clearing, Walker said.

“It’s interesting to me to 
think about how this abil-
ity to model changes in sys-
tem might relate to some-
thing as large scale as cli-
mate change,” Walker 
said. “Knowing how mul-
tiple stressors can create 
an impact is important be-
cause climate change cre-
ates multiple stressors for 
any organism: higher tem-
peratures, more or less wa-
ter, new pathogens and  
other changes to environ-
ments.”

Stevens, together with for-
mer classmate Isabella Cen-
turione ‘20, is studying other 
factors that could influence 
the level of toxicity in Hy-
alella, such as the tempera-
ture of the area they live in 
and the duration of their ex-
posure.

The two presented their 
preliminary findings last 
month at the virtual Soci-
ety of Environmental Toxi-
cology and Chemistry (SE-
TAC) North America Confer-
ence, an annual gathering of 
thousands of leaders in gov-
ernment, industry and aca-
demia.

Stevens, who got her start 
at Alma studying Hyalella as 
part of the Alma College e-
STEM Cooperative Research 
Experience (CORE) program 
— designed to give students 
money to perform scientific 
research — said undergrad-
uates giving presentations at 
such large conferences is a 
rare opportunity.

“To give a presentation 
and talk about my findings 
is something I wouldn’t have 
been able to do without the 
chances I’ve been given by 
Alma College and Amanda 
Harwood,” she said. “I can 
take this experience and use 
it in graduate school appli-
cations and professional set-
tings.”

Study
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Honor your loved one by sharing
their unique story…their journey,

accomplishments, passions and wisdom
…and provide information about their
commemoration with an obituary or

memoriam.

To place an obituary

FREDERICK R. “FRITZ” REEDEED

Remembering...

REED Frederick R. “Fritz” Reed, age
59, of Powell,

passed away unexpectedly Monda
y,August 27, 2007. He

was a graduate of Harvard Univer
sity and The Ohio State

University Law School. During
his career he practiced

law with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, served

as Chief Financial Officer for
Wendy’s International

and most recently worked as a business consultant

for Development Specialists, In
c. He will be dearly

missed by his wife of 16 years, Ja
ne; sister, Jane Prause;

sister-in-law, Janet (Michael) K
edik; uncle, Charles

E. (Patricia) Reed; mother-in-law
, Carol G. Williams;

brothers-in-law, John D. (Dorot
hy) Williams and Barry J. (Phi

lippa) Williams;

nieces and nephews, David (Mel
issa) Black, Sarah Black, Matthe

w Reed, Samuel

Reed, Margaret (Joel) Strom, Sa
rah (Kevin) Mueller, John Carl (

Sarah) Williams,

James B. (Holly) Williams, Coli
n (Elaine) Williams, Charlotte (L

ewis) Muir and

Lesley (Wes) Patterson; step-nep
hew, Calvin Kedik; 7 grand-niec

es and nephews;

2 step-grand-nieces and nephews
; and many friends. Fritz was pr

eceded in death

by his parents Carl R. and Maria
n Faler Reed, brother David Ree

d, brother-in-law

Robert H. Prause, father-in-law Ja
mes T. Williams and aunts and un

cle Ellen ‘Susie’

Reed, Ruth Reed (Warren) Calver
t. Friends may call 2-5 and 7-9 p.m

. Wednesday at

SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST
CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road. P

rivate graveside

service and interment at Lithopol
is Cemetery. A Memorial Service

will be held at 1

p.m. Thursday, August 30, 2007 a
t All Saints Lutheran Church, 677

0 North High St.

Worthington with Pastors Glenn
Zorb and William Saunders officiating. In lieu of

flowers, contributions may be ma
de to the Frederick R. Reed Scho

larship Fund at

the OSU Moritz College of Law,
c/o Lisa Ballmann, OSU Moritz

College of Law,

55 West 12th Avenue, Columbus
OH 43210 or the All Saints Ev. L

utheran Church

Endowment Fund, in his memory
. Visit www.schoedinger.com to s

end condolences

to his family. “Sign the online gue
stbook at www.dispatch.com/obit

uaries”

We will help you
create an obituary
to treasure for years
to come. Included
with every obituary
is a commemorative
plaque of your loved
one’s obituary.
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Alma College Communications

Sometime next year, the re-
stored Wright Leppien Opera 
House in downtown Alma will be 
transformed to showcase the type 
of performances it was known for 
in its heyday, at the turn of the 20th 
century.

That’s thanks to a $15,000 
grant awarded to Alma College by 
the nonprofit organization Michi-
gan Humanities, the state’s affili-
ate of the National Endowment of 
the Humanities. The funds will go 
toward “Three Nights at the Op-
era: Historical Recreations of Per-
formances at the Wright Leppien 
Opera House,” a project that aims 
to return the Opera House to its 
glory days as the center of culture 
and community in mid-Michigan.

“One of the big changes that has 
been happening at Alma College 
over the past decade has been this 
deep recognition that we’re not 
just a college in the city of Alma 
— we’re in this together with the 
city of Alma,” said Benjamin Pe-
terson, visiting assistant profes-

ALMA

Alma College 
wins $15,000 
humanities grant

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Six new deaths from COVID-19 
were reported across mid-Mich-
igan on Wednesday, including a 
middle-aged man who was liv-
ing in an Isabella County nursing 
home.

The man, a resident of 
Medilodge, died Tuesday, said 
Steve Hall, health officer for Cen-
tral Michigan District Health 
Department. He is the sixth 
Medilodge resident to die in the 
current outbreak, and the sev-
enth death connected to the facil-
ity since an elderly woman died at 
McLaren-Central Michigan after 
being transferred there from the 
nursing home.

In total, 90 people associated 
with the nursing home — includ-
ing 64 residents and 24 staff — 
have contracted the disease.

The new death brings Isa-
bella County’s total deaths to 35. 

REGION

Six new 
COVID-19 
deaths 
reported

MORNING SUN FILE PHOTO

In this file photo, Mt. Pleasant Director of Public Safety Paul Lauria talks to a protestor during the march from downtown Mt. Pleasant to 
Red Lobster, in Union Township. Director of Public Safety Paul Lauria earlier this week updated city commissioners in a memo about the 
department’s continued efforts to support human rights and diversity

By Susan Field
For the Morning Sun

Assisting in peaceful protests,. 
monthly reports of resident com-
plaints, de-escalation training for 
use of force instructors and di-
versity training are some of the 
measures the Mt. Pleasant Police 
Department has taken to address 
human rights and diversity in the 
community.

Director of Public Safety Paul 
Lauria earlier this week updated 
city commissioners in a memo 
about the department’s contin-
ued efforts to support human 
rights and diversity, and listed 

efforts made by the department 
this year.

City commissioners in 2018 ap-
proved Lauria meeting with local 
groups to help understand and 
address diversity issues and hu-
man rights concerns in the city, 
with Lauria providing a progress 
report a year ago.

Since then, social unrest in 
parts of the United States has 
shed a negative light on some 
law enforcement agencies and 
officers, Lauria said in the memo.

“Well-documented difficulties 
have occurred in public safety de-
partments throughout the United 
States in recent years and 2020 

has proved to be among the  
most challenging to date,” Lau-
ria wrote.

“Under a backdrop of the rap-
idly evolving global pandemic 
and the resulting fear, stress and 
tension that gripped communi-
ties large and small, social jus-
tice issues between law enforce-
ment and minorities — particu-
larly people of color — took center 
stage.”

High profile cases and uses 
of deadly force against people of 
color by police resulted in pro-
tests and marches across the 
country.

In Mt. Pleasant, marches and 

protests did not devolve as some 
have in other cities.

“These actions were, and con-
tinue to be, an effort to effect im-
mediate and meaningful changes 
to police practices, accountability 
and fair treatment for all,” Lau-
ria wrote.

Laura told commissioners that 
the department remains unde-
terred in its commitment to con-
tinually improve its approach to 
resident engagement, and to ex-
plore new and expanded initia-
tives that support human rights 
and diversity.

“We are committed to uphold 

MT. PLEASANT

TO PROTECT AND SERVE

Longtime county chairman’s exit brings ‘old school’ era to close

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

George Green presided over 
his final meeting as an Isabella 
County Commissioner on Tues-
day night, bringing to a close a 
tenure that lasted more than two 
decades, including eight running 
the joint.

It brought an end to what you 
might otherwise called the county 
commission’s “old school” era.

“The Larry Beltinck, Dick Cur-
tiss, David Ling, George Green 
era is over,” Green said after ac-
cepting a framed certificate from 
commission Vice Chairman Jim 
Horton, a 4th District Republi-
can from Union Township. “I’m 
the last canteen out of this board 

from ’97.
“But this board will carry on.”
Passing the baton to a next gen-

eration of commissioners was a 
theme he revisited from time to 
time during what was, according 
to the agenda supposed to be a re-
port from County Administrator 
Margaret McAvoy. When it came 
time to deliver her report, McA-

ISABELLA COUNTY

Green presides over final meeting
A screenshot 
of Tuesday 
night’s 
electronically-
held meeting 
during which 
George Green 
was honored 
for long 
service on the 
county board. 
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sor of history and political 
science, who was involved 
in the grant-writing pro-
cess. The Opera House is 
a physical representation 
of that commitment. We’re 
building there, we’re hous-
ing students there, we have 
businesses there.

“This grant offers us 
the opportunity to explore 
those relationships in an 
educational way, while hav-
ing fun at the same time. 
It’s one thing to open a book 
or a website and read about 
what the Opera House used 
to mean to the city, but it’s 
another to see it and expe-
rience it for ourselves. We 
hope to bring that experi-
ence to the college, and the 
city as a whole.”

Peterson applied for 
the grant with professors 
Scott Mackenzie from the-
atre and Will Nichols from 
music, with help from As-
sistant Professor of Phi-
losophy and Director of 
Academic Grants Sup-
port Sheryle Dixon. “Three 
Nights at the Opera” is ten-
tatively slated for fall 2021, 
but could change depend-
ing on restrictions stem-

ming from the COVID-19 
pandemic.

When it does happen, 
Peterson said participants 
will see a three-night tour 
of a lot of history. The first 
night will feature Alma 
College vocalists and other 
musicians performing pop-
ular works of the 1900s-10s. 
The second night will focus 
on theatre, with college ac-
tors showcasing dramatic 
scenes and readings. The 
third night offers a selec-
tion of silent films, with live 
music. Each performance 
will be preceded by a dis-
cussion of the role that the 
opera house played in the 
city’s history and conclude 
with an open discussion of 
the performance.

“It should be a really nice 
opportunity to not only 
bring the community into 
this wonderful space that 
has been rehabilitated, 
but also explore what peo-
ple were doing here at the 
time this space was so pop-
ular in the first place,” Pe-
terson said.

Peterson explained that 
the Opera House block, 
which was built from 1887-
80, was once used for a 
number of events in the so-
cial life of the town, includ-
ing dramatic and musical 
performances, and political 

speeches. Peterson believes 
it likely declined in rele-
vance following the popu-
larization of silent film.

In 2010, the Opera House 
was gutted by a fire, but 
remained standing. Seven 
years later, ownership of 
the Opera House was trans-
ferred to Alma College, 
which undertook a mas-
sive redevelopment plan to 
restore the building to its 
historic features

The restored Opera 
House block was dedicated 
in October 2019.

In a press release, Mich-
igan Humanities expressed 
support for projects like 
“Three Nights at the Op-
era,” for their melding to-
gether of arts with commu-
nity function.

“Our new round of Hu-
manities Grantees are cre-
ating a diverse set of online 
and in-person projects to 
ensure the humanities re-
main vibrant in Michigan 
while we face these unprec-
edented times together,” 
said Shelly Kasprzycki, 
president/CEO of Michi-
gan Humanities.

Michigan Humanities 
approved 13 grants total-
ing $171,925 in October. 
Alma College’s proposal 
was one of eight to receive 
the $15,000 maximum.

Grant
FROM PAGE 1

Nearly one quarter of those 
deaths, nine, involve nurs-
ing home residents, accord-
ing to state records.

Another 32 cases were 
reported in Isabella County 
on Wednesday, bringing its 
cumulative total to 2,791.

The state reported two 
additional deaths in Gra-
tiot County, bringing its 
total to 52, the highest to-
tal number of deaths in any 
mid-Michigan county.

No information was 
immediately available 
on their identities. Les-
lie Kinnee, spokeswoman 
for Mid-Michigan District 
Health Department, said 
she hadn’t seen the day’s 
information yet.

An additional 32 con-
firmed cases were an-
nounced in Gratiot County 
on Wednesday, bringing its 
cumulative total to 2,016.

State records also 
showed a new nursing 
home outbreak at Ashley 
Care Center, 103 W. Wal-
lace St., in Ashley. Twelve 
residents there have con-
tracted the disease, and 
a total of 10 staff. Four of 
those are listed as new. 
State records don’t break 
down what is meant by 
new.

An additional 11 con-
firmed cases were reported 
in Clare County, bringing 
its cumulative total to 943, 
with 28 deaths.

Elsewhere in mid-Michi-
gan, three new deaths were 
reported in two counties, 
with totals and cumula-
tive cases as follows:

• In Gladwin County, an 
additional two deaths were 
reported for a total of 19, 
and an additional 10 cases 
were announced for a cu-
mulative total of 939;

• In Montcalm County, 
an additional death re-
ported for a total of 50, 
and an additional 40 cases 
were announced for a cu-
mulative total of 2,548;

• An additional 46 cases 
were announced in Mid-
land County for a cumula-
tive total of 3,151, with 32 
deaths; and,

• An additional 23 cases 
were reported in Mecosta 
County for a cumulative to-
tal of 1,492, with 12 deaths.

Statewide, another 83 
deaths were reported for a 
total of 11,018, and another 
4,037 cases were reported 
Monday for a cumulative 
total of 446,752.

Update
FROM PAGE 1

voy delivered a good-na-
tured bait-and-switch, say-
ing she was deferring her 
report until 2021 in favor 
of a send-off for Green.

The homage featured 
members of the community, 
who praised Green’s people-
centric leadership, but also 
Ling, who himself opted to 
step away from the board 
in 2018 by not seeking re-
election.

The friendship between 
Ling and Green came to 
define a county commission 
that functioned on a non-
partisan fashion. Both were 
elected to the county com-
mission in 1996. Ling was 
a liberal Democratic uni-
versity professor employed 
by Central Michigan Uni-
versity. Green, who repre-
sents District 1 and lives in 
Farwell, was a farmer who 
leaned heavily on tight fis-
cal stewardship.

“I was always risk averse 
and you were always to 
follow in the steps of Evel 
Knievel,” Ling said during 
his tribute. In response, 
Green put his hand to his 
forehead and laughed.

Green took the opportu-
nity to rip partisanship in 
Lansing and Washington, 
saying he’d do away with 
the R, D and I if he could 
and just force people to fo-
cus on public service.

Later, he expounded on 
what that meant for the 
county commission.

“Sooner or later, you re-
alize you’re there for the 
county,” he said.

Isabella County’s commis-
sion has long operated as if 
it’s a non-partisan board. 
While individual commis-
sioners belong to either the 
Republican or Democratic 
parties, the board usually 
reaches decisions based on 
consensus built among the 
commissioners.

A sign of that was Green’s 
elevation to the chairman-
ship in 2012.

At the time, Green was 
one of two Republicans on 
the board and Ling was its 
chairman. Ling decided to 
not stand for another term 
as commission, and orig-
inally nominated fellow 
Democrat Frances Licht-
man to replace him.

She declined the nomi-
nation and Green was in-
stead named county com-
mission by a unanimous 
vote of commissioners.

During the homage, 
speakers repeatedly cred-
ited Green for putting the 
people of Isabella County 
first. Green credited his 
mentorship by ex-county 
chairman Larry Beltinck 
as instilling in him that 
the county board was about 
public service, not personal 
or political enrichment.

Green leaves public ser-
vice after 24 years. Dur-
ing his tenure, the county 
built the Isabella County 
Trial Court next to the ad-
ministration building in 
downtown Mt. Pleasant. It 
also built the Commission 
on Aging building, 2200 S. 
Lincoln Road, west of Mt. 
Pleasant. It is also in the 
process of building a new 
jail on property purchased 
in August east of Mt. Pleas-
ant.

Green
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the public trust and conduct 
ourselves with the highest 
levels of professionalism, in-
tegrity and compassion, ex-
pecting excellence among 
all members of the depart-
ment of public safety,” Lau-
ria wrote.

Lauria provides commis-
sioners with a monthly re-
port of citizen complaints; 
in 2019, there were four and 
as of Wednesday, there were 
none in 2020.

In addition to diversity 
training and other mea-
sures, Lauria attended 
monthly virtual meetings 
of the Human Rights Com-
mittee, met with Joyce Hen-
ricks of the Mt. Pleasant 
Area Diversity Group sev-
eral times, participated in 
Central Michigan Universi-
ty’s Conversations that Mat-
ter series titled “Do the Po-
lice Need to Change?” and 
with several MPPD officers 
attended last month a vir-
tual presentation by Rodney 
Patterson titled “Dissecting 
Racism.”

Lauria said the depart-
ment has also engaged 
Recovery, Independence, 
Safety and Empowerment 
(RISE) and entered into a 
collaborative agreement to 
establish and promote a pi-
lot program that will cre-
ate a standardized domes-
tic and sexual violence re-
sponse within the city.

“In summary, 2020 has 
been continued positive in-
teractions, discussions and 
improved understanding 
between the community 
and the Mt. Pleasant De-
partment of Public Safety,” 
Lauria wrote. 

“While pleased with the 
progress made to date, our 
division remains commit-
ted to working alongside 
our community partners 
and continuing to learn 
from one another as we en-
ter into 2021.”

Diversity
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FREDERICK R. “FRITZ” REEDEED

Remembering...

REED Frederick R. “Fritz” Reed, age
59, of Powell,

passed away unexpectedly Monda
y,August 27, 2007. He

was a graduate of Harvard Univer
sity and The Ohio State

University Law School. During
his career he practiced

law with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, served

as Chief Financial Officer for
Wendy’s International

and most recently worked as a business consultant

for Development Specialists, In
c. He will be dearly

missed by his wife of 16 years, Ja
ne; sister, Jane Prause;

sister-in-law, Janet (Michael) K
edik; uncle, Charles

E. (Patricia) Reed; mother-in-law
, Carol G. Williams;

brothers-in-law, John D. (Dorot
hy) Williams and Barry J. (Phi

lippa) Williams;

nieces and nephews, David (Mel
issa) Black, Sarah Black, Matthe

w Reed, Samuel

Reed, Margaret (Joel) Strom, Sa
rah (Kevin) Mueller, John Carl (

Sarah) Williams,

James B. (Holly) Williams, Coli
n (Elaine) Williams, Charlotte (L

ewis) Muir and

Lesley (Wes) Patterson; step-nep
hew, Calvin Kedik; 7 grand-niec

es and nephews;

2 step-grand-nieces and nephews
; and many friends. Fritz was pr

eceded in death

by his parents Carl R. and Maria
n Faler Reed, brother David Ree

d, brother-in-law

Robert H. Prause, father-in-law Ja
mes T. Williams and aunts and un

cle Ellen ‘Susie’

Reed, Ruth Reed (Warren) Calver
t. Friends may call 2-5 and 7-9 p.m

. Wednesday at

SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST
CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road. P

rivate graveside

service and interment at Lithopol
is Cemetery. A Memorial Service

will be held at 1

p.m. Thursday, August 30, 2007 a
t All Saints Lutheran Church, 677

0 North High St.

Worthington with Pastors Glenn
Zorb and William Saunders officiating. In lieu of

flowers, contributions may be ma
de to the Frederick R. Reed Scho

larship Fund at

the OSU Moritz College of Law,
c/o Lisa Ballmann, OSU Moritz

College of Law,

55 West 12th Avenue, Columbus
OH 43210 or the All Saints Ev. L

utheran Church

Endowment Fund, in his memory
. Visit www.schoedinger.com to s

end condolences

to his family. “Sign the online gue
stbook at www.dispatch.com/obit

uaries”

We will help you
create an obituary
to treasure for years
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Montcalm County reports its 50th COVID-19 death  
Health department begins to help with vaccine effort 

By Elisabeth Waldon | on December 18, 2020  

STANTON — As Montcalm County hits its 50th COVID-19-related death, the Mid-Michigan District Health 
Department (MMDHD) is preparing to help locally distribute COVID vaccines. 

 

Mid-Michigan District Health Department Health Officer Marcus Cheatham, at upper left, gave an update during 
Wedesday’s Board of Health meeting about how a COVID-19 vaccine process will unfold locally. Listening are 
Gratiot County commissioners Chuck Murphy, top right, and George Bailey. — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

MMDHD Health Officer Marcus Cheatham gave an update on how the vaccine process will unfold during 
Wednesday’s Board of Health meeting. 

Cheatham said the local health department’s district of Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm counties are seeing a “leveling 
off” of new COVID cases, which is good news, but related deaths continue to “surge” locally. 

From March to present, Montcalm County has had 50 COVID-related deaths — 37 of them occurring in November 
and December. Those include three deaths on Nov. 7, two deaths each on Nov. 16, Dec. 1, Dec. 3, Dec. 5 and Dec. 9, 
four deaths on Dec. 12, three deaths on Dec. 13 and two deaths on Dec. 14, according to the state of Michigan. 

Montcalm County has had 2,548 COVID cases from March to present. 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/
https://thedailynews.cc/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/loc-1218-ew-Board-of-Health-vaccines.png


 

“The state has gone back to the worst level of deaths that we’ve ever had and our jurisdiction we’ve exceeded that, 
unfortunately,” Cheatham said. “Gratiot and Montcalm have recently had really high death rates. We’re averaging 
about five COVID deaths per day in our three-county area — just like a drumbeat every day. We’ve really doubled 
our mortality rate in the last couple of days and we can only really hope that this is the peak and that it comes down 
and doesn’t go on though the winter. 

“We can only hope we can get the vaccines into our vulnerable, long term adult facilities soon,” Cheatham told Board 
of Health members. “I would really encourage to you guys that when people express skepticism about the vaccine, 
really talk about the importance of people in longterm care and vulnerable seniors getting that vaccine because that is 
what’s going to reduce this mortality rate.” 

According to Cheatham, the MMDHD will have three main roles to play in the local vaccination process: ensuring 
healthcare providers are prepared to offer the vaccine, vaccinating essential workers and other priority populations 
during Phase 1 of the rollout and vaccinating part of the general population during Phase 2 of the rollout. 

“During Phase 1, the MMDHD will be asked with vaccinating small groups of essential workers and other priority 
populations at so-called closed PODS or Points of Dispensing,” Cheatham said. “A closed POD refers to the fact that 
at such a site, only pre-selected eligible people may participate. For example, we might go to a school to vaccine 
school personnel or go to a sheriff’s office to vaccine officers and support staff. 

“When vaccine is more readily available and essential workers have been vaccinated, MMDHD will transition to open 
PODS where the general public can come to be vaccinated,” he said. “The COVID-19 testing clinics we recently 
offered are examples of open PODS. This will be the most challenging phase of the effort. MMDHD staff will almost 
certainly have to give tens of thousands of vaccines over a period of just a few months, meaning staff will need to 
give hundreds per day. 

“At the present time, we do not know what proportion of the general public will be vaccinated by their own doctors 
and what proportion will come to us,” he noted. “We also do not know how we will allocate resources between 
offering vaccine through our own offices like we did with Hepatitis A and offering it through drive-through clinics 
like we did with COVID-19 testing. During this phase, MMDHD expects to establish contracts for nursing services to 
supplement our own staff and volunteers. 

“What we have tried to do is strategically identify what parts of the vaccination effort MMDHD is best suited to 
handle and what parts others can be responsible for,” he elaborated. “For example, we are not attempting to provide 
vaccinations to most healthcare providers because hospitals are well equipped to do this and have access to these 
personnel. Furthermore, we won’t vaccine most first responders because Emergency Medical Services has taken this 
role. MMDHD is focusing on preparing to vaccinate essential workers, especially roles such as educators, and then to 
provide vaccinations to the general public when the time comes for that.” 

Michigan is expecting $8 million in CDC funding specifically for the COVID vaccines, which means the MMDHD 
should expect no less than $100,000, according to Cheatham. 

“MMDHD anticipates using these funds for contract nurses for vaccination when the time is appropriate,” Cheatham 
said. 

Gratiot County Commissioner George Bailey noted some issues with Pfizer’s COVID vaccine distribution this week, 
referring to fewer doses being delivered to Michigan than previously anticipated. 

“We see hiccups already happening with the distribution and so I’m concerned,” Bailey said. “It just seems to be that 
it’s all going to back up real quick.” 



 

“I would be surprised if we did not have hiccups,” MMDHD Medical Director Dr. Jennifer Morse responded. “I 
would be surprised if we didn’t have things worse happening because of the magnitude of this. Nothing like this has 
ever been done before. I’m impressed with how well it’s going so far. Things are going to go wrong, it’s going to 
happen. This is an unprecedented event. We just have to be patient with it.” 

“I’m just concerned about the distribution because I asked the sheriff last night (Tuesday night) at our (Gratiot) 
county board meeting how it was getting along and he said he was scheduled to go over there tomorrow to Carson 
City to get his vaccination,” Bailey said. “Then called and put it off for a week. That builds up a problem.” 
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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
Multimedia journalist

Preston Withun wasn’t the first per-
son vaccinated for COVID-19 in Isabella 
County, but he was pretty close.

Withun, a paramedic with MidMichi-
gan Health-Mt. Pleasant’s emergency de-
partment, received the first shot of two 
COVID-19 vaccination shots in his right 
arm Thursday afternoon.

After conducting a first run with staff 
directly involved in care for COVID-posi-

tive patients, the network started inocu-
lating its employees Thursday, including 
its hospitals in Clare and Alma.

The shots as new positive cases show 
signs of leveling off. Deaths, however, con-
tinued, with an additional nine across 
mid-Michigan.

One of those was in Clare County, bring-
ing its total to 17. It involved an elderly 
man with underlying health conditions, 
said Steve Hall, health officer with Cen-
tral Michigan District Health Department.

Clare County saw an additional 17 cases 
for a cumulative total of 960.

Another death was reported in Gratiot 
County, its 53, according to state records.

Thursday morning, Mid-Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department was reporting 
49 deaths in the county, said Leslie Kin-
nee, MMDHD spokeswoman. Report-
ing of death information has sometimes 
lagged during the recent statewide surge 
in cases.

One of the deaths involved a woman in 
her 40s and one involved a man in his 90s, 
Kinnee said. Neither was a resident in one 
of the county’s nursing homes.

CORONAVIRUS

SHOT OF HOPE

Vaccinations begin as nine new COVID deaths reported in mid-Michigan

ERIC BAERREN  — THE MORNING SUN

Preston Withun, a paramedic with MidMichigan Health-Mt. Pleasant’s emergency department receives the first of two COVID-19 
vaccination shots Thursday afternoon from Rachel Peltier, a registered nurse. Withun is among the first of the facility’s employees to 
receive the vaccination.

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Union Township approves mul-
tiple new business items at De-
cember Board of Trustees meet-
ing.

The meeting took place on 
Wednesday, Dec. 16 at 7 p.m. and 
could be viewed via Zoom or at-
tendees could listen to the meet-
ing over the phone.

One of the items included ap-
proving the proposed schedule for 
2021 Board of Trustees meetings 
which was approved unanimously 
by the Board.

According to an action request 
form from Township Manager 
Mark Struldreher, “Scheduling 
and noticing the annual meeting 
schedule alerts the citizens when 
Board meeting will be held. Ad-
ditionally, adopting and posting 
the meeting schedule is required 
as part of the Open Meetings Act.”

Then a second reading and 
adoption of the new Tax Exemp-
tion Ordinance was approved 
unanimously by the Board. A first 
reading was held at the Nov. 24 
Board meeting.

According to an action request 
form from Struhldreher, “the pro-
posed new Tax Exemption Ordi-
nance was developed following 
evaluation of the existing tax ex-
emption ordinances and PILOT 
program by Township staff in 
consultation with the Township 
Attorney. The proposed ordinance 
reaffirms the Township’s commit-
ment to encouraging develop-
ment and rehabilitation of hous-
ing units for low income persons 
and families.”

Also, the ordinance adds more 
annual information and finan-
cial reporting requirements, stan-
dardizes submittal deadlines for 

UNION TWP. 

Board OKs 
meeting 
schedule, 
tax exempt 
ordinance

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
Multimedia journalist

The assistant attorney gen-
eral who prosecuted a high-pro-
file rape case in Isabella County 
will face two charges of miscon-
duct in office.

Chris Becker, Kent County 
prosecutor, announced Thursday 
afternoon that he plans to file the 
two five-year felony charges some-
time soon against Brian Kolodziej 

for his conduct prosecuting Ian 
Elliott in the Rachel Wilson case.

Elliott was accused of raping 
Wilson at his apartment shortly 
after the two met at The Cabin 
on Aug. 31, 2016.

Becker spoke in the vaguest 
terms about what specifically 
Kolodziej did, and said he didn’t 
know when formal charges would 
be filed. He did say that the case 
will go through the same Isabella 
County courts where first the 
county and then the state prose-

cuted Elliott.
Less than a month after after 

Elliott pleaded guilty to one count 
of third-degree criminal sexual 
conduct on Aug. 3, 2019, Kolodziej 
abruptly resigned from the office 
of the attorney general amid rev-
elations that he had a sexual re-
lationship with Wilson.

Attorney General Dana Nessel, 
at a press conference, said she’d 
give him a simple choice: Quit or 
be fired. She also launched an in-

MID-MICHIGAN

Felony  charges for ex-prosecutor
Brian Kolodziej, 
when he was an 
assistant attorney 
general, stands next 
to Rachel Wilson 
as Wilson read 
her victim impact 
statement before 
Isabella County Chief 
Judge Eric Janes in 
Mount Pleasant.

MEDIANEWS GROUP FILE 
PHOTO

By Susan Field
For the Morning Sun

For the first time in recent 
memory, a new contractor will 
remove snow from downtown 
Mt. Pleasant.

City commissioners unan-
imously approved a bid from 
Green Scene Landscaping to re-
move snow from downtown side-

walks, the 12 downtown parking 
spaces and parking lots after for-
mer contractor Norm Curtiss in-
formed city officials in Novem-
ber that he could no longer do 
the job.

 City Manager Nancy Ridley 
told commissioners that Cur-
tiss, owner of Downtown Dis-
count, provided the service for 
at least 15 years.

 City officials sent out bids last 
month, expecting prices would 
be higher because of Curtiss’ 
likely lower price and the late 
timeline, Ridley said.

 Green Scene submitted the 
only bid, and the city’s principal 
shopping district board recom-
mended commissioners accept 
the bid, which calls for a cost of 
$600 per snow removal event, 

$700 per salting and an overall 
$40,000 cap for the season.

 Salting and snow removal 
will take place at the request of 
Downtown Development Direc-
tor Michelle Sponseller based on 
consulting with the city street 
supervisor, Ridley said in a 
memo to commissioners.

 In the event of a worst-
case scenario of exceeding the 

$40,000, there are adequate 
funds to cover snow removal in 
the principal shopping district 
fund balance to cover any po-
tential increased costs, Ridley 
noted.

 Ridley also told commission-
ers that the bid process will be-
gin earlier next year and will 
likely result in a lower cost for 
the city. 

MT. PLEASANT

City approves new downtown snow removal contractor
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The county saw and addi-
tional 17 cases for a cumula-
tive total of 2,033.

No new deaths were re-
ported in Isabella County, 
where an additional 24 
cases were reported for a 
cumulative total of 2,815.

Elsewhere in mid-Michi-
gan, seven new deaths were 
reported in three counties, 
with totals and cumulative 
cases as follows:

• In Gladwin County, an 
additional two deaths were 
reported for a total of 21, 
and an additional five cases 
were announced for a cu-
mulative total of 944;

• In Montcalm County, 
an additional three deaths 
reported for a total of 53, 
and an additional 22 cases 
were announced for a cu-
mulative total of 2,570;

• In Midland County, 
an additional two deaths 
were reported for a total of 
34, and an additional nine 
cases were announced for 
a cumulative total of 3,160; 
and,

• An additional seven 
cases were reported in Me-
costa County for a cumula-
tive total of 1,499, with 12 
deaths.

Statewide, another 190 
deaths were reported for 
a total of 11,208, and an-
other 4,024 cases were re-
ported Monday for a cumu-
lative total of 450,226. Of 
those deaths, 125 were dis-
covered during a review of 
death certificates.

Eric Baerren is a 
multimedia journalist for 
The Morning Sun in Mt. 
Pleasant, where he covers 
local news. 
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ternal investigation and 
asked the state police to in-
vestigate Kolodziej’s con-
duct.

Nessel’s office declined to 
release a copy of the inves-
tigation Thursday, citing 
the ongoing criminal pros-
ecution.

Kent County is prose-
cuting the case because 
Kolodziej prosecuted cases 
for as an assistant attor-
ney general in Oakland and 
Wayne counties. He prose-
cuted sex crime cases for 
the Macomb County Pros-
ecutor’s Office right before 
joining the Office of the At-
torney General in Septem-
ber 2018.

Kolodziej charged Elliott 
with two counts of CSC-3 
and one count of assault 
with intent to commit sex-
ual assault. He charged him 
with one count of CSC-3 in-
volving a second woman 
who came forward to tes-
tify at Elliott’s preliminary 
exam in February 2019.

Elliott was incarcer-
ated for approximately 
11 months, starting in 
prison. After a plea deal 
was hatched between Nes-
sel and Joe Barberi, El-
liott’s attorney, the charge 
was reduced to fourth-de-
gree criminal sexual con-
duct, a misdemeanor, and 
he finished his sentence at 
the Isabella County Jail.

The case was originally 
handled by the Isabella 
County Prosecutor’s Office, 
which took it through the 
preliminary exam, where it 
was bound over for trial in 
late winter, 2018. On Thurs-
day, Barberi described the 

bind over as based on thin 
premises.

In the spring, then-in-
terim County Prosecutor 
Robert Holmes dropped 
the charges.

Wilson took her story 
to Central Michigan LIFE, 
which published a victim 
account story in early Oc-
tober 2018 in which Wil-
son said the case was mis-
handled.

On Halloween, then-
Attorney General Bill 
Schuette announced his of-
fice would take up the case. 
Kolodziej, who’d recently 
joined the case from the 
Macomb County Prosecu-
tor’s Office, was assigned.

At first, Kolodziej tried 
to get the county’s charges 
reinstated so he could just 
proceed to trial. Barberi 
objected, but at the case’s 
first hearing, every Isa-
bella County judge recused 
themselves from the case. 
That included then-Circuit 
Court Judge Paul Chamber-
lain, who retired at the end 
of July, 2019, and was re-
placed by current-Circuit 
Court Judge Sara Spencer-
Noggle.

A visiting judge ruled 
in Barberi’s favor, and new 
charges were filed shortly 
before Christmas, 2018.

At a February prelimi-
nary hearing, at which Is-
abella County Chief Judge 
Eric Janes bound Elliott 
over for trial on the state’s 
charges, one of Kolodziej’s 
witnesses said that Elliott 
had raped her at a frater-
nity party in 2014.

A new charge in a sepa-
rate case was filed against 
Elliott in March based on 
that testimony.

On April 1, 2019, Bar-
beri asked Janes to drop 
the charges against Elliott 

and sanction Kolodziej for 
his conduct. At the time, 
Barberi accused Kolodziej 
of improperly coaching his 
witnesses and acting as 
both investigator and pros-
ecutor.

Janes denied his mo-
tions, saying that Kolodziej 
had erred in trying to 
amend a filing rather than 
filing a new one. Without 
evidence of purposeful mis-
conduct, Janes said he ac-
cepted that it was an hon-
est error.

Late Thursday after-
noon, Barberi described 
Kolodziej as “out of control” 
and “unethical” while pros-
ecuting Elliott. He said that 
Nessel’s internal investiga-
tion produced evidence that 
while there people in the 
office aware that Kolodziej 
was acting unethically, that 
the only person who tried 
to step up was Karen Far-
ley, assigned to investigate 
the case for Kolodziej.

Farley disappeared from 
the case in the spring of 
2019. Barberi repeatedly 
told Janes that Kolodziej 
refused to make her avail-
able to him for an inter-
view.

As for his client, Barberi 
said, “He got railroaded.”

He said that Elliott’s 
nightmare started when 
Kolodziej took the case.

“We had an opportunity,” 
Barberi said about what he 
described as a bright future 
for Elliott. Now, he has no 
college degree, is working 
a food service job and his 
reputation is “trashed.”

Eric Baerren is a 
multimedia journalist for 
The Morning Sun in Mt. 
Pleasant, where he covers 
local news. Find him on 
Twitter @ebaerren. 
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annual service charge pay-
ments and associated docu-
mentation, and establishes 
provisions for adoption of 
a resolution for each eligi-
ble housing project by the 
Board of Trustees.

With the approval of the 
Tax Exemption Ordinance, 
the board also unanimously 
approved the adoption of 
separate resolutions to re-
affirm the continuing eligi-
bility for four housing proj-
ects for a tax exemption 
and annual service charge 
payment in lieu of taxes un-
der the new Tax Exemption 
Ordinance.

These housing projects 
include the Arbors at Eagle 

Crest Phase II housing proj-
ect, the Springbrook Town-
homes (Phase I) housing 
project, the Springbrook 
Townhomes Phase II hous-
ing project, and the Cran-
brook Senior Village hous-
ing project.

According to an action 
request form from Stuhl-
dreher, “adoption of each 
of the proposed resolu-
tions is necessary to fully 
implement the new Tax Ex-
emption Ordinance and to 
maintain the current tax 
exempt status of the Ar-
bors at Eagle Crest Phase II, 
Springbrook Townhomes 
(Phase I and Phase II), and 
Cranbrook Senior Village 
housing projects.”

Later the board unani-
mously approved the bid 
from Konwinski Construc-
tion Inc., in the amount of 

$103,724.00 for the comple-
tion of code related, exte-
rior, and interior improve-
ments for the Phase I Jame-
son Park Improvements 
Project and authorize the 
Township Manager to sign 
the agreement.

According to an action 
request form from Pub-
lic Services Director Kim 
Smith, “the proposed im-
provements to Jameson 
Park will improve the over-
all safety in the park, pro-
vide additional recreational 
opportunities, and enhance 
the overall appearance and 
functionality of the park. 
Specific improvements to 
Jameson Hall modernize 
the facility, and improve 
the usefulness and safety 
of the hall as a polling lo-
cation and meeting space.”

Phase I Construction is 

projected to begin in Win-
ter or Spring 2021.

For more information, 
visit uniontownshipmi.com.

Sarah Wright is a 
multimedia journalist at 
The Morning Sun. 
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Sentencings in Isabella County Trial Court:
• Carlus D. Anderson, 24, Lansing, assault/bat-

tery, $450 fine and costs, nine months’ probation, 
30 days in jail.

 
• Nathan A. Bowerman, 41, Mt. Pleasant, oper-

ating while visibly impaired-alcohol, $675 fine and 
costs, nine months’ probation, 30 days in jail.

 
• Dejia D. Cheesboro, 24, Detroit, improper gun 

possession, $575 fine and costs, one day in jail; no 
insurance, $250 fine and costs, one day in jail.

 
• Dylan P. Daley, 28, Vestaburg, domestic vio-

lence, $725 fine and costs, 12 months’ probation, 
90 days in jail.

 
• Brandy R David, 45, Blanchard, accident to fix-

ture, $125 fine and costs, 15 days in jail.
 
• Marty R. Good, 48, Ashley, driving with a sus-

pended license second or subsequent, $275 fine and 
costs, seven days in jail.

 
• Austin W. Hornback, 21, Harrietta, operat-

ing while visibly impaired, $675 fine and costs, six 
months’ probation, 30 days in jail.

 
• Dennis L. Keener, 49, Grand Rapids, disturb-

ing the peace, $275 fine and costs, 15 days in jail.
 
• Raven S. Lewis, 38, Mt. Pleasant, disorderly, 

$225 fine and costs, six months’ probation, 15 days 
in jail.

 
• Elisabeth Newland, 60, St. Louis, driving with 

a suspended license, $300 fine and costs.
 
• Bradley K. Ostergren, 29, Midland, operating 

while intoxicated, $750 fine and costs, six months’ 
probation, 30 days in jail.

 
• Reilly S. Puhalski, 21, Schoolcraft, operating 

while visibly impaired, $1,025 fine and costs, six 
months’ probation, 30 days in jail.

 
• Adam A. Rimmel, 37, Ithaca, trespassing, three 

days in jail.
 
• Kevin D. Tanney, 36, Saginaw, driving with a 

suspended license, $275 fine and costs, 15 days in 
jail.

MT. PLEASANT

Isabella sentencings for Dec. 7-11

VILLAGE OF LAKE ISABELLA
ISABELLA COUNTY

NOTICE OF ORDINANCE ADOPTION
Ordinance 2020-02
Ordinance 2020-03
Ordinance 2020-04

Notice is hereby given that the Lake Isabella Village Council as part of
a Regular Meeting beginning at 7 PM local time on Tuesday, December
15, 2020, adopted the following Ordinances after conducting a Public
Hearing on each:

· Ordinance 2020-02: The purpose of this ordinance is to
update the regulation of attached and detached garages,
as well as other accessory structures in single-family
zoning districts. The purpose of the new Chapter 1220 is to
establish criteria for regulating the type, size, and location
of Accessory Structures in single-family residential zoning
districts. These regulations are intended to allow property to
be more useful while not altering the residential character of
the surrounding area.

· Ordinance 2020-03: The purpose of this ordinance is to
update rules and regulations that aim to prevent, reduce, or
eliminate blight in the Village of Lake Isabella. The regulations
contained in the proposed amendments to Chapter 642 are
intended to prevent or eliminate the contributing factors and
causes of blight that exist or which may in the future exist in
the Village of Lake Isabella.

· Ordinance 2020-04: The purpose of this ordinance is to
protect, promote and provide for the health, safety, and
general welfare of the citizens of the Village and to eliminate
unsightly conditions which negatively impact property
values by preventing, eliminating, and removing blight and/
or blighted conditions within the community as it specifically
relates to keeping and storage of vehicles as amended in
Chapter 644.

These ordinances shall be in effect after the expiration of seven days
from the date of this publication. A complete copy of each ordinance is
available at the Village Hall at the address below.

Carol Shannon
Village Clerk
1010 Clubhouse Drive
Lake Isabella, MI 48893
(989) 644-8654

DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND REGULATORY
AFFAIRS BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION CODES

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Skilled Trades (ORR# 2019-101 LR)

Plumbing Board (ORR# 2019-106 LR)
Electrical Administrative Board (ORR# 2019-110 LR)

Boiler Rules (ORR# 2019-115 LR)
Board of Mechanical Rules (ORR# 2019-126 LR)

Building Officials, Plan Reviewers, and Inspectors (ORR# 2019-109 LR)

The Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, Bureau of Construction Codes, will
hold a public hearing on the Skilled Trades rules and the following repealed acts State
Plumbing Board Act; Electrical Administrative Board Act; Boiler Act; Board of Mechanical Act
and Building Officials, Plan Reviewers, and Inspectors Act. The public hearing will be held
virtually using Zoom on January 8, 2021, at 9:00 am.

The Skilled Trades Regulation Act, 2016 PA 407, repeals the State Plumbing Board Act,
2002 PA733, MCL 338.3511 to 338.3569; Electrical Administrative Board Act, 1956 PA
217, MCL 338.881 to 338.892; Boiler Act, 1965 PA 290, MCL 408.751 to 408.776; Board
of Mechanical Act, 1984 PA 192, MCL 338.971 to 338.988; and the Building Officials and
Inspectors Registration Act, 1986 PA 54, MCL 338.2301 to 338.2313. The repealed Acts are
outdated and do not provide uniform licensing, complaint investigation, and enforcement
provisions for skilled trades licenses. This places a burden on the bureau administering
the Acts and creates an inefficient use of resources. Additionally, many licensees who are
cross licensed in multiple trades have expressed dissatisfaction with conflicting provisions,
such as electronic communication and third-party continuing education tracking options
and specifies violations for unlicensed activity as provided to other regulated professions.
Because these Acts were repealed, the bureau plans to rescind the licensing rules regulated
under the Skilled Trades Regulation Act. The Skilled Trades rule set is proposed to take
effect immediately after filing with the Secretary of State. The Skilled Trades Regulation
Act, 2016 PA 407, streamlines the processes for all license types included while providing
for modernized provisions, such as electronic communication and third-party continuing
education tracking options, and specifies violations for unlicensed activity as provided to
other regulated professions. While the Skilled Trades Regulation Act repealed the five Acts
that regulated certain skilled trades, this new Act includes provisions to regulate those same
skilled trades

The proposed rules will be published in the January 1, 2021, Michigan Register. You may
download a free copy of the proposed amendments by visiting the Bureau’s website at
www.michigan.gov/bcc.

Oral comments may be presented in person over Zoom on January 8, 2021. Whether a
public meeting is held in person or remotely, written comments can always be submitted by
email no later than 5:00 p.m., January 8, 2021 to LARA-BCC-Rules@michigan.gov.

All members of the public may attend and participate in this meeting by visiting the following
link or dialing the phone number below at the time of the meeting. If you would like to speak
at the meeting please email LARA-BCC-Rules@michigan.gov with your name and who you
are representing by January 6, 2021, so an attendance list for speakers can be made. The
meeting will begin at 9:00 a.m. All participants may access the meeting at the below web link
or phone number 15 minute before it begins.

Web Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83244233086?pwd=NHNlMTliTCtIQjUxcjlBNlRVbzVPUT09

Phone Number: (877) 873-8017

When prompted, please enter the following Password/Conference Code: 109987

Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs
Bureau of Construction Codes

Administrative Services Division
Telephone (517) 582-5519

LARA-BCC-Rules@michigan.gov

LICENSED & INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

Central
Eavestroughing, LLC

.032 GaugeAluminumHidden ScrewHangers

Quality
& Service

Are #1! It’s Gutter
Cleaning

Time!

Manufacturers of...
• 5” Seamless Gutter

• 6” Commercial Seamless Gutter
• Leaf Protectors

Jeb Gilbert • (989) 828-6279 • Shepherd, MI

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE
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Gratiot Healthcare Workers Begin to Receive COVID-19 Vaccine

Posted on Wednesday, December 23rd, 2020 and is filed under FEATURE, News. You can follow any
responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can skip to the end and leave a response. Pinging is
currently not allowed.

Family Medicine Physician Jeffrey Holmes,
M.D, doctor at Alma Family Practice, was the
first Gratiot County healthcare worker to
receive the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine last
Thursday.

By Emma Selmon
 Herald News Editor

 It was the Christmas gift many healthcare workers have been hoping for when the Pfizer vaccine arrived at
MidMichigan Medical Center – Gratiot last week.

 Gratiot healthcare employees began to receive their first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine last Thursday,
beginning with Dr. Jeffrey Holmes, family medicine physician at Alma Family Practice.

 According to a news release from MidMichigan Health, the first individuals to receive the vaccine include
employees in the hospital’s emergency departments, intensive care units, emergency medical services (EMS),
medical and COVID floors. As more doses become available, additional employee groups will be vaccinated
against COVID-19.

 Marita Hattem-Schiffman, president of MidMichigan Health – Central Region, was among the team members to
receive their shot last week, which is the first of two doses. Physically, she said it was “easy.” Unlike a flu shot,
she “barely felt it,” and the injection site soreness that began a few hours later was gone the next morning.

 Indeed, rather than pain, she and many of her employees felt “relief and joy.”
 Hattem-Schiffman has been leading healthcare workers at the frontlines of the COVID-19 pandemic for over

nine months now. She was “surprised” at how “emotional” she felt to see so many of her team members get their
vaccine, knowing that it is “the first step towards their safety.”

 As a health care leader, “safety” is always her “first priority”: “safety of our health care team, safety for our
patients, safety for our community.” And the arrival of the Pfizer vaccine gives her and her staff “reason for
hope” after so many months of “non-stop” work, “always on high alert.”

 Hattem-Schiffman told The Herald that “there isn’t a worse nightmare than a pandemic — a prolonged,
sustained, enigmatic enemy posing great risk to all.”

 “We’ve never had a virus whose impact was on the range from ‘Asymptomatic to Fatal,’ and as a society, we’ve
never had to face the kind of restrictions necessary to control the spread. It’s taken a terrible toll on everyone’s
mental health,” she said.

 “The vaccine gives us reason to hope that we can slowly beat this virus, but after that we have a long road of
recovery, mentally, economically and for health care team members physically, as well,” she continued.

 As of Monday, 1,754 vaccinations had been administered throughout the MidMichigan Health System, which
includes the hospital in Gratiot as well as medical centers in Alpena, Clare, Gladwin, Midland, Mt. Pleasant and

http://gcherald.com/category/current-lead-story/
http://gcherald.com/category/news/
http://gcherald.com/gratiot-healthcare-workers-begin-to-receive-covid-19-vaccine/2020/12/23/feed/
http://gcherald.com/gratiot-healthcare-workers-begin-to-receive-covid-19-vaccine/2020/12/23/gratiot-vaccine/
http://gcherald.com/category/news/
http://gcherald.com/category/health/
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West Branch. Hattem-Schiffman said on Tuesday that the system planned to vaccinate another 675 employees on
Tuesday and Wednesday, and expects to “continue at this pace and rate after the Christmas weekend.”
Numbers for how many Gratiot team members specifically have been vaccinated were not available at press
time.
MidMichigan Health has received the Pfizer vaccine, the first of two COVID-19 vaccines approved for use in
the United States. Hattem-Schiffman said that they do not expect to receive the second vaccine, manufactured by
Moderna, because MidMichigan Health is equipped with the ultra-cold storage ability that is needed to store the
Pfizer vaccine.
The Moderna vaccine, which does not have the ultra-cold storage requirement, is the vaccine that has arrived at
the Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD), according to Public Information Officer Leslie
Kinnee.
Earlier this week, MMDHD Health Officer Marcus Cheatham shared detailed information regarding their
COVID-19 vaccination plan via Zoom with a variety of community organizations, although he noted that the
timeline is subject to change.
The first individuals to be vaccinated are the medical personnel who will themselves be giving the vaccinations
as well as medical first responders and EMS workers. High risk hospital workers will follow.
By early January, the plan is to begin to vaccinate staff members and residents of long term care facilities, and
later in the month, additional healthcare workers — including those performing aerosol-generating procedures,
those with direct patient contact, and those who perform critical functions — will receive their first dose.
In late January, essential and critical infrastructure workers will begin to receive their first doses, although some
of these workers will be moved further down the priority list in order to allow those 75 and older to receive their
vaccines. And tentatively by February, adults between the ages of 65 and 75 and individuals with chronic health
conditions will be vaccinated.
After these priority populations have received their vaccines, efforts will continue to vaccinate the rest of the
population.
Cheatham told the community organizations that the Moderna vaccine is “crazy-safe,” and that despite public
apprehensions, it has been thoroughly tested and it is very effective. He encouraged the individuals on the call to
help spread accurate information about the vaccine, and to encourage especially high-risk individuals to get their
shot.
For both the health department and the hospital, administering the vaccine is a heavy lift — one the comes while
the pandemic continues to rage throughout the area. While the arrival of the vaccine gives hope for the end of
the pandemic, Hattem-Schiffman warned that the pandemic is not over yet: until “a broad section of the
community is vaccinated,” which will take months, COVID-19 safety protocols are still necessary to avoid more
illness and more death.
She said that people “can’t give up yet.”
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By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Shepherd Public Schools (SPS) 
informed parents of students of 
the prospective protocols for re-
turning to face-to-face learning 
on Monday, Jan. 11.

The Shepherd Board of Educa-
tion and administration listened 
to community members’ concerns 
related to the current Bluejay On-
Line instructional model and took 
action on Tuesday, Dec. 15 on how 
they would return to face-to-face 
instruction for K-12 students in 
January.

The schedule is likely to be sim-
ilar to the schedule SPS has prior 
to moving to fully virtual learning.

“The major difference, at this 

SHEPHERD

Area school 
district plans 
January in-
class return

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Even as new confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 continued to decline 
across mid-Michigan, the state 
of Michigan continued to report 

deaths in the double digits.
Four of the 12 deaths reported 

across mid-Michigan Tuesday were 
in Clare County, bringing that 
county’s total to 36.

No information was immedi-
ately available about them, al-
though an email was sent to Cen-

tral Michigan District Health 
Department seeking general in-
formation about their identities.

A new outbreak was recently re-
ported at a second Clare County 
nursing home, and large daily in-
creases in deaths have previously 
been linked to nursing home out-
breaks.

Another 11 cases were reported 
in Clare County, bringing its cumu-
lative total to 1,026.

Two of those deaths were re-
ported in Isabella County, bringing 
its total to 39. Information about 
the two deaths was also not imme-
diately available.

Isabella and Clare counties are 
two of the six counties covered 
by the Central Michigan District 
Health Department.

An additional 18 cases were re-
ported in Isabella County, bring-
ing its total to 2,923.

Two additional deaths were also 
reported in Gratiot County, bring-
ing its total to 60. It continues to 
have the most deaths of any mid-
Michigan county.

An email seeking information 
was sent to Leslie Kinnee, spokes-
woman for Mid-Michigan District 
Health Department. She has not 
responded yet.

According to the Michigan De-

Four fatalities are confirmed in Clare as state 
sees 3,082 new infections in daily update

CORONAVIRUS IN MID-MICHIGAN

Region sees 12 more COVID deaths

By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

Christmas arrived a little 
early for elementary students at 
St. Louis Public Schools.

Tuesday morning wood shop 
teacher Phil Maxwell and about 
a dozen of his students surprised 
youngsters at Carrie Knause 
Early Childhood Learning Cen-
ter and Nikkari Elementary by 
delivering wooden toys they 
made in class over the past sev-
eral weeks.

Kindergarten and first grad-
ers received a train set, second 
and third graders a Jeep or a 
race car, and fourth and fifth 
graders a board game.

In all, about 50 students in 
three classes built more than 
400 toys to hand out.

“We make them, we build 
them. I have the greatest job in 
the world,” Maxwell told kinder-
gartners in Tina Doughty’s class 
prior to receiving their gifts.

Superintendent Jennifer 
McKittrick was also on hand to 

view the festivities.
“This is the first time we’ve 

done this,” she said. “Last year 
at Christmas the (shop) students 
attended the (city) parade and 
handed out toys to all of the kids 
who were there.”

The district received a $3,000 
grant from the Central Michigan 
Youth for Christ Youth Advisory 
Council to help fund the project.

“I think this also provides a 
lot of gratification for the stu-
dents giving them out,” McKit-
trick said. “These are real nice 

toys.”
Senior Kay Stites, a first year 

woodshop student who was 
helping deliver the gifts, agreed.

“This is the best part,” she 
said. “Just seeing the kids get 
all excited.”

However, due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, it wasn’t easy pulling 
off such an undertaking.

Kindergarten through eighth 
graders have been back in class 
since just after Thanksgiving. 
However, due to state health 

ST. LOUIS

SANTA’S ‘SECRET’ WORKSHOP

Area shop classes make holiday toys for Carrie Knause elementary students

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Union Township approves first 
reading for proposed PREZ 20-03 
request from Grayling Investors 
LLC to rezone the northern 465 
feet of PID 14-026-20-001-06 from 
the B-4 (General Business) to the 
B-5 (Highway Business) District.

The first reading was approved 
at the Dec. 16 Board of Trustees 
meeting which was conducted via 
Zoom or could be heard over the 
phone.

Grayling Investors LLC sub-
mitted an application is Octo-
ber to amend the Official Zoning 
Map rezone a 6.94-acre parcel on 
the southwest corner of the East 
Broomfield Road - S. Isabella Rd. 
intersection. The parcel is cur-

MT. PLEASANT

Union Township 
OKs rezoning 
request reading

GREG NELSON — MORNING SUN

Students at Carrie Knause Early Childhood Learning Center dig into their toys Tuesday morning. Shop students at St. Louis High School 
built them.
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DICK SOVA AUTO SALES
OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE

204 W WRIGHT AVE, SHEPHERD, Mi 48883

989-828-6032

2018 CADILLAC XT5

Only 10,000 Miles
Flawless New, Gorgeous Leather Interior, Dual Power Seats,

Factory Remote Start, Power Liftgate!

or about
$429.00 Per Month

$29,995 /ONLY

2019 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT-2

Only 4,000 Miles
Showroom NEW! Heated Seats, Factory Remote Start,
Power Liftgate, Apple Car Play, Fantastic Gas MPG+

or about
$319.00 Per Month

$21,995 /ONLY

2019 GMC ACADIA SLE-2

Only 6,000 Miles
Flawless New, Gorgeous Pepperdust Metallic Color,

V6 Engine, Heated Seats, Rear Captains Chairs, Power Liftgate!

or about
$429.00 Per Month

$29,995 /ONLY

2019 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE LT

Only 17,000 Miles
3.6L V6 Engine, Blind Spot Detection, Rear Captains Chairs,

Third Row Seating, Power Liftgate, Remote Start

or about
$429.00 Per Month

$29,995 /ONLY
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Have a Safe and Happy Holiday from the Sova Family!
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A Tribute to Life.
RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Verna M. Cornell, age 
91 of Barryton, passed 
away Friday, Decem-
ber 18, 2020 after 
COVID-19 weakened 
her body and spirit. She 
was born July 1, 1929 
in Barryton, the daugh-
ter of Charles and Ma-
bel (Sisco) Cummings.  
Verna graduated from 
Barryton Rural Agricul-
tural High School in the 
spring of 1947 and on 
June 7, 1947 she mar-
ried William F. Cornell 
at the Cummings Farm 

in Barryton after his return from serving in the 
Army in Germany during WWII. They lived on the
family farm in the Bundy Hills in the Weidman area 
until 1960 when they bought the farm in Barry-
ton on the Chippewa River. There they raised many 
crops, Polled Hereford cattle, Pigs, Horses, Chick-
ens, Ducks and their Five children. Besides the 
farm and family, Verna worked as a nurse at the 
Michigan State Home and Training School in Mt. 
Pleasant for over 32 years. Music was a huge part 
of Verna’s life. She sang at many events and played 
several instruments including the accordion, pi-
ano and organ. She was a founding member in the 
band, The Waybacks, and played her accordion and 
sang with them all around the area well into her 
eighties! Verna was always volunteering her time 
and talents supporting CHHS Orchestra Boosters, 
Band Boosters and Sports Boosters and most any 
other activity in Barryton that required her talents. 
She was a devout and longtime member of the Bar-
ryton Church of God. Verna sang in the choir and 
played the organ for services and special occasions. 
She made handmade quilts over the years with the 
Women’s Group for the Church Ice Cream Social, 
along with many gallons of homemade ice cream. 
She loved serving the Church. In 1980 she joined 
a group from the Church and went to the Cayman 
Island to help build a NEW Church of God for 2 
weeks. Verna’s kindness, smile and warmth will 
truly be missed by all that knew her. She loved ev-
eryone and everyone loved her. Verna is survived 
by three children, Jerry (Rhonda) Cornell of Clio, 
Susanne (David) Smith of Durand, Tina (Bill) Henry 
of Grayslake, IL; grandchildren, great-grandchil-
dren, great-great-grandchildren; a sister Doris 
Sowles of Barryton and many nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded in death by her husband of 66 
years, William, on December 16, 2013, a daughter, 
Jenine Stickler, a son Dennis Cornell, a Grandson, 
Trent Cornell; three sisters, Ardlene Grove, Evelyn 
Denslow and Carol Schroeder-Shaffer. A public 
Graveside Committal Service will take place 1:30 
p.m. Monday, December 28, 2020, at Flake Ceme-
tery in Barryton. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, a 
private family service will be held prior to the burial 
on Monday at the Barryton Church of God. A cele-
bration of Life will be held at a later date next year 
when the world will allow us to all gather together 
7D7?%* 8% :?G> #F .#(GEC 'G'#E?7: $#%@E?5>@?#%C ?% 
Verna’s name may be made to the Jenine Stick-
ler Memorial Fund, c/o MCCF P.O. Box 1012-C, 
Big Rapids, MI  49307, The Barryton Senior Center 
or the Barryton Church of God. Arrangements en-
trusted to the Daggett Funeral Home in Barryton. 
Those wishing to view Verna’s recorded funeral 
service may go to www.daggettgilbertfuneralhome.
com and to her obituary page; you may also share 
a memory or sign the online guestbook at our web-
site.

CORNELL, VERNA MARGUERITE 

Donald H. Dickey – former resident of Reading 
passed away on December 19, 2020 in Clare, MI.  
Born in Reading on January 30, 1921, Donald died 
at 99 years old. 
He was a dairy farmer most of his life, until moving 
to Traverse City, where he was employed at Tra-
verse City Public Schools, until retirement.
     He is survived by his wife, Marjorie (Gibson) 
Dickey of Clare, children: Ann M Longenbaugh 
(Lowell) of Columbia City, Indiana, Catherine L Nel-
son (John) of Spring Arbor, MI, William P Dickey 
(Kathy) of Wyoming, MI, step children: Bill and 
Linda Droomer of Clare MI, Greg and Emily Gib-
son of Ewell, MI, Pat Gimbel of Ludington, MI., Tim 
and Kendra Gibson of Ludington, Roland and Ruth 
Cilke of Traverse City, Philip and Linda Nelson 
B.>DGE=?::G+ ;2+ 0 DE7%"$A?:"EG%+ 99 DEG7@ DE7%"-
children, and 12 step grandchildren
     Donald was preceded in death by Retha (Piper) 
Dickey, Mary A (Nelson) Dickey, brother Everett 
Dickey, and sister Margaret Clifton.
     A family memorial service will be held at a later 
date.  Memorials to
Reading High School Athletic Department, 301 
Chestnut St. Reading, MI 49274
Or Indiana Children’s Wish Fund 6081 East 82nd 
<@*  8%"?7%7!#:?C+ 8, 4-60)* /EE7%DG'G%@C (GEG 
handled by the Clare Chapel of Stephenson-Wy-
man Funeral Home.  Online condolences may be 
left at www.stephenson-wyman.com

DICKEY, DONALD H. 

Richard L. Seeley; age 
75 of Elwell passed 
away Monday, De-
cember 21, 2020 at 
Schnepp Senior Care 
in St. Louis. Dick was 
born April 5, 1945 the 
son of Albert and Beat-
rice (Roberson) Seeley. 
He enjoyed hunting, 
1CA?%D+ 5#(:?%D+ 7%" 
particularly enjoyed 
coaching young bowl-
ers and helped coach 
the Alma Girls Bowling 
team. He served hon-
orably for 4 years in 

the United States Air Force. Dick married Dianne 
Walker December 9, 1966 and enjoyed 54 years of 
marriage. He retired from GM in 1997 and then 
worked as a meter reader for Tri County. Dick liked 
to joke around and enjoyed warm hugs. Dick is 
survived by his wife Dianne; 2 children Doug (Me-
lissa) Seeley of Ithaca and Richelle (Kevin) Weaver 
of Elwell; 10 grandchildren Jessica (Cecil) Smith, 
Nicholas, William, Hunter, Jasmine, James, and 
Timothy Seeley, Becca Chase, Hannah (Cody) Post, 
and Hallie Weaver; great granddaughter Made-
lynn Smith; 4 siblings Robert (Mary) Seeley of St. 
Louis, Marjorie Rauschenberger of Harrison, Bon-
nie (Marvin) Loomis of Weidman, and Neal (Brenda) 
Seeley of Riverdale; special friends Vince and Sue 
Wieferich, Ray and Mary Hitsman, Dale and Bev 
Balcom, and all his friends at Fletcher’s Pond; and 
several nieces and nephews. Dick is preceded by 
both his parents, granddaughter Katlynn Seeley, 
brother Donald Seeley, and sisters Phyllis Balcom 
and Barb Homister.  There will be a memorial ser-
vice on Sunday, December 27 at 2 p.m. for family 
(?@A 37EE& />C@?% #F1$?7@?%D* ;AGEG (?:: 5G =?C?@7-
tion from noon until time of service and the family 
will also have a celebration of life at a later date. 
The service will be livestreamed on the Berry Fu-
neral Home Facebook page and will be available to 
view any time. 

SEELEY, RICHARD L. 

regulations, high school 
students didn’t return to 
in-person learning until 
Monday.

The shop classes started 
making the toys in Sep-
tember but things slowed 
down in November when 
the new health restrictions 
were implemented.

Because of the missed 
classroom time a couple 

of retired teachers — Gary 
Stanglewicz and Steve 
Kelly — came in to assist, 
McKittrick said.

“They helped do a lot of 
the sanding,” she added.

Even if it was just for 
a couple of days before 
Christmas break it’s good 
to have all the students 
back in the classroom, 
McKittrick said.

“Kids need face-to-face 
learning,” she noted.

All students will return 
to school on Monday, Jan. 
4.

Toys
FROM PAGE 1

partment of Health and Hu-
man Services, an additional 
six cases were reported for a 
cumulative total of 2,137.

Elsewhere in mid-Michi-
gan, seven new deaths were 
reported in three counties, 
with totals and cumulative 
cases as follows:

• In Montcalm County, an 
additional two deaths were 
reported for a total of 59, and 
an additional 11 cases were 
announced for a cumulative 
total of 2,645;

• In Midland County, an 
additional two deaths were 

reported for a total of 38, 
and an additional 44 cases 
were announced for a cumu-
lative total of 3,288;

• An additional eight cases 
were reported in Gladwin 
County for a cumulative total 
of 973, with 24 deaths; and,

• An additional three 
cases were reported in Me-
costa County for a cumu-
lative total of 1,517, with 12 
deaths.

Statewide, another 173 
deaths were reported for a 
total of 11,705, and another 
3,082 cases were reported 
Tuesday for a cumulative 
total of 466,485. Of those 
deaths, 72 were discovered 
through a review of death 
certificates.

Update
FROM PAGE 1

time, will involve a 2:00 
p.m. dismissal each day for 
students,” a letter to parents 
and students said. “Staff will 
utilize that additional time 
to work with students, reg-
ular and special education, 
make contacts with both vir-
tual students and students 
and families requiring extra 
assistance. Of course creat-
ing their face to face and vir-
tual lesson plans will also oc-
cur during this time.”

Wednesdays will continue 
to be used by staff for stu-
dent mentoring, making 
home contacts, holding spe-
cial education meetings, les-
son preparation for virtual 
and face-to-face students. 
The SPS custodial staff will 
also continue deep cleaning 
the classrooms and facilities.

A “Learning Option Sur-
vey” for grades 6-12 will be 

re-issued to determine the 
child’s choice between online 
and face-to-face learning. It 
is advised that the survey 
should be returned no later 
than Monday, Dec. 28.

“Please remember, this is 
a Trimester Option,” the let-
ter said. “Once you choose an 
option, it is for the entire tri-
mester.”

The Board of Education 
has also elected to have a 
special board meeting on 
Jan. 5 in order to look at the 
current COVID-19 circum-
stances around the area and 
the state. They may change 
or re-evaluate the plan based 
on what’s going on at that 
time.

“As we asked in the past, 
we would again request that 
you adhere to all Covid-19 
protocols to prevent us from 
having to return to a com-
pletely virtual programming 
model,” the letter said.

For more information, visit 
shepherdschools.net.

Schools
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rently split zoned between 
the B-4 (General Business) 
and B-5 (Highway Business) 
zoning districts.

According to an action 
request form from Town-
ship Manager Mark Stuhl-
dreher, “if adopted, the re-
zoning would place the en-
tire parcel within the B-5 
District on the updated Of-
ficial Zoning Map.”

The Planning Commis-
sion held a public hear-
ing on the request at their 
meeting on Nov. 17. After 
the hearing, the Commis-
sion evaluated the request 
with consideration of eval-
uating existing and pro-
posed zoning districts, ap-
parent demand, availabil-
ity of public services and 
infrastructure, and con-
sistency with the Master 

Plan as mentioned in Sec-
tion 14.5.G. of the Zoning 
Ordinance.

After some deliberation, 
the Commission decided to 
adopt the following motion:

Motion by Commissioner 
LaBelle supported by Com-
missioner Fuller to rec-
ommend to the Township 
Board of Trustees that the 
PREZ 20-03 Zoning Map 
Amendment to rezone the 
northern 465 feet of PID 
14-026-20-001-06 from the 
B-4 (General Business) to 
the B-5 (Highway Business) 
District be adopted based 
on the following findings 
and conclusions:

• The setbacks for both 
districts are equal. The 
subject parcel meets the re-
quired lot dimension stan-
dards for both a B-4 and 
B-5 parcel.

• A parcel that is split-
zoned in two different busi-
ness districts can create 
obstacles for development 

as to where a use can go 
or if a use is allowed at all.

• The subject site is lo-
cated on the northern 
edge of the Bluegrass Cen-
ter Area as defined on the 
Future Land Use Map. The 
Bluegrass Center Area Plan 
also encourages mixed use 
developments, with first 
f loor retail/office/enter-
tainment/restaurant ven-
ues and residential units 
on upper floors, as the in-
tended predominate uses, 
especially in the core of 
this area along E. Blue-
grass Rd.

• Nearly all of the core 
of the Bluegrass Center 
Area is currently zoned B-5 

(Highway Business).
• The full range of allow-

able uses in the proposed 
B-5 District include auto-
oriented activities that are 
not fully consistent with 
the Bluegrass Center Area 
Plan, but the proposed re-
zoning should be adopted 
based on the following in-
formation that supports a 
change without a need to 
amend the Master Plan:

The timing of adoption 
of the new Zoning Ordi-
nance No. 20-06, which 
disallowed drive-through 
restaurants in the B-4 
(General Business) District, 
is a relevant fact to con-
sider with regards to this 

requested zoning change.
Although the applicant 
failed to submit their fi-
nal site plan application 
while Zoning Ordinance 
No. 1991-5 was in effect, the 
SUP 2019-06 special use 
permit for a filling station 
was approved and the pre-
vious SPR 2019-12 prelimi-
nary site plan for a filling 
station and restaurant with 
drive-through facilities did 
receive an initial informal 
review under the former 
Zoning Ordinance, which 
allowed these land uses in 
both zoning districts.

• Based on trends in the 
area, availability of public 
infrastructure, the timing 
of this rezoning proposal 
is appropriate for consid-
eration.

• This amendment will 
not create any special 
privilege, result in unlaw-
ful exclusionary zoning or 
set an inappropriate prec-
edent. No adverse impacts 

are anticipated by the pro-
posed rezoning or develop-
ment of the lot consistent 
with Zoning Ordinance re-
quirements.

“In their 11/17/2020 mo-
tion to recommend to the 
Township Board of Trust-
ees that the PREZ 20-03 
Zoning Map Amendment 
be adopted, the Plan-
ning Commission iden-
tified seven (7) specific 
findings of fact and con-
clusions, based on the re-
zoning criteria found in 
Section 14.5.G. of the Zon-
ing Ordinance, which jus-
tify and support their rec-
ommendation,” the request 
form said.

A second reading and a 
decision on adopting the 
proposed request will be 
made at a later Board of 
Trustees meeting.

For more information, 
visit uniontownshipmi.
com.

Rezoning
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GREG NELSON — MORNING SUN

Wooden toys, made by high school shop students, wait 
for distribution to elementary school kids at Carrie 
Knause Early Childhood Learning Center on Tuesday 
morning.

By Collin Binkley, 
Alexandra Jaffe and 
Jonathan Lemire
The Associated Press

President-elect Joe 
Biden has chosen Miguel 
Cardona, the education 
commissioner for Con-
necticut and a former pub-
lic school teacher, to serve 
as education secretary.

Cardona was appointed 
to the top education post 
in Connecticut just months 
before the COVID-19 pan-
demic broke out in March. 
When schools moved to 
remote learning, he hur-
ried to deliver more than 
100,000 laptops to stu-
dents across the state. 
Since then, however, he 
has increasingly pressed 
schools to reopen, saying 
it’s harmful to keep stu-
dents at home.

If confirmed, his first 
task will be to expand that 
effort across the nation. 

Biden has pledged to 
have a majority of U.S. 
schools reopened by the 
end of his first 100 days in 
office. Biden is promising 
new federal guidelines on 
school opening decisions, 
and a “large-scale” Edu-
cation Department effort 
to identify and share the 
best ways to teach during 
a pandemic.

Biden’s choice of Car-

dona, yet to be announced, 
was confirmed by three 
people familiar with his 
decision but not autho-
rized to discuss it publicly.

The pick drew praise 
from public school advo-
cates and teachers unions. 
Randi Weingarten, presi-

dent of the 
American 
Federation 
of Teach-
ers, called 
C a r d o n a 
a “trusted 
p a r t n e r ” 
who will 
r e v e r s e 
four years 

of “disaster” under Ed-
ucation Secretary Betsy 
DeVos.

“His deep respect for ed-
ucators and their unions 
will travel with him to 
Washington — and that 
commitment to collabora-
tion is crucial to providing 
the resources and social 
and emotional supports 
to safely reopen schools,” 
Weingarten said.

School choice advocates 
expressed relief that Biden 
passed over contend-
ers with stronger ties to 
teachers unions, and some 
were hopeful that Car-
dona will support charter 
schools and other options  
beyond traditional public 
schools.

WHITE HOUSE TRANSITION

Biden picks Conn. schools 
chief for education post

Cardona

The Planning Commission 
held a public hearing on the 
request at their meeting on 
Nov. 17. After the hearing, the 
Commission evaluated the 
request.
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By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

The Community Compassion 
Network (CCN) held its last drive-
thru food pantry for the year.

The event took place on Wednes-
day at the William and Janet Strick-
ler Nonprofit Center. At the start of 
the drive-thru pantry, cars were al-
ready lined up down High Street.

“There’s quite a crowd already,” 
one of the pantry coordinators, Peg 
Simon said. “We’ve had around 100 
families per month come through 
and it keeps doubling.”

After this the pantry will be 
closed for around two-and-a-half 
weeks due to the holidays, and the 
first drive-thru pantry of 2021 will 
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Volunteers with the Community Compassion Network’s drive-thru pantry give out food to community members.

Volunteers with the Community Compassion Network’s drive-thru pantry 
helping to give out food to community members.
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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Just four new deaths 
from COVID-19 were re-
ported across mid-Michi-
gan Wednesday amid signs 
that the number of con-
firmed cases also continue 
to decline.

One of the deaths was in 
Clare County, it’s fifth in 
two days.

Two of those deaths in-
volved residents at Clare 
County nursing homes, said 
Steve Hall, health officer for 
Central Michigan District 
Health Department.

One was an elderly 
woman who lived at 
Medilodge of Clare, and 
who died Monday. The other 
nursing home resident was 
an elderly man who died on 
Dec. 14 and who lived at Pi-
oneer Golden Estates.

It was Medilodge of 
Clare’s second death, and 
the first at Pioneer Golden 
Estates.

One of Clare County’s 
other deaths was a middle-
aged man with underlying 
health conditions, Hall said. 
That COVID death was dis-
covered during a review of 
death certificates, one of 72 
reported by the Michigan 
Department of Health and 
Human Services.

An additional nine cases 
were reported in Clare 
County on Wednesday for 
a cumulative total of 1,035. 

A total of 37 people from 
Clare County have died 
from COVID-19.

No new deaths were re-
ported in Isabella County, 
but information about two 
deaths announced Tuesday 
was released.

One of them involved an 
elderly woman who lived at 
Medilodge of Mt. Pleasant. 
She died Monday.

Nine residents of 
Medilodge of Mt. Pleasant 
have died from COVID-19 
since March, the first being 
the county’s second COVID 
death. It involved an elderly 
woman who was trans-
ferred to McLaren-Central 
Michigan while suffering 
from the disease. She died 
in the hospital.

The other eight have died 
in an outbreak that started 
this month. A total of 83 
people — 66 residents and 
27 staff — have contracted 
the disease, according to 
state records.

An additional 27 cases 
were reported in Isabella 
County on Wednesday for 
a cumulative total of 2,950. 
A total of 39 people from Is-
abella County.

No new deaths were re-
ported in Gratiot County, 
and no new information 
was available on deaths an-
nounced earlier this week 
due to a computer glitch, 
said Leslie Kinnee, spokes-
woman for Mid-Michigan 
District Health Depart-
ment.

4 deaths reported, 
including one in 
Clare County

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Snow showers are ex-
pected to occur for Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas 
Day.

According to the Na-
tional Weather Service in 
Grand Rapids, snowy condi-
tions are expected to affect 
the following counties: Ma-
son, Lake, Osceola, Clare, 
Oceana, Newaygo, Me-
costa, Isabella, Muskegon, 
Montcalm, Gratiot, Ottawa, 
Kent, Ionia, Clinton, Alle-
gan, Barry, Eaton, Ingham, 
Van Buren, Kalamazoo, Cal-
houn, and Jackson.

On Wednesday, wind 
gusts reached 45 mph in 
the afternoon and evening.

Temperatures were ex-
pected to drop rapidly 
and show showers likely 
occurred at 4 a.m. which 
could lead to some hazard-
ous travel conditions on 
Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day.

Christmas Eve expects 
abrupt changes in visibil-
ity to a half mile or less at 
times. Travel may be im-
pacted all day due to rap-
idly changing visibilities, 
rapidly accumulating snow 
near the lakeshore, and slip-

MT. PLEASANT

Heavy snow showers 
expected for Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

They aren’t going to be typical 
Christmas masses at Sacred Heart 
Parish. Fewer people, more space, 
no hymnals and reservations.

Reservations.
Normally, the most popular ser-

vices of the year, Sacred Heart ad-
justed its Christmas Masses to CO-
VID-19 the way its adjusted just 
about everything since March.

“It’s like a monkey wrench has 
been put in everything,” said Rever-

Sacred Heart uses reservations for Christmas Mass

MORNING SUN FILE PHOTO

Reverend Loren Kowalinski, of Sacred Heart Parish, prepares for 
communion during the parish’s Sunday Mass, streamed over YouTube. 
Standing to the side is Fr. Don Henkes, a senior priest at Sacred Heart. 

CORONAVIRUS IN MID-MICHIGAN

Community Compassion Network holds final drive-thru pantry for the year

HELPING ONE 
MORE TIME IN 2020

MT. PLEASANT

Service part of year of 
adaptation for parish
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

age 52 of Mt. Pleasant, 
passed away Monday, 
December 21, 2020 at 
his home surrounded 
by his family. Crema-
tion has taken place.  
A memorial gathering 
will be held at a later 
date. Memorial contri-
butions may be made 
to  the family. Envelopes 
will be available at the 
funeral chapel. Joe 
was born on June 10, 
1968, the son of Joe 
Parker Miley, Sr. and 
Amanda May Miley.  He 

worked as a welder for 30 years at Bills Custom 
Fabrication {and Burch Tank}.  Joe enjoyed play-
ing hockey, throwing darts and spending time with 
friends and family. Joe is survived by his daughter, 
Miranda Pelcher-Miley of Mt. Pleasant, grandchil-
dren, Aubrey Skye Pelcher-Bonstelle, Melva Jolene 
Pelcher and Phoenix Lindsey-Mae Pelcher, sisters, 
Leslie (Gene) Sard of Cambridge, MD, Stephanie 
Miley of Ft. Lauderdale, FL and Debbie (Jay) Wright 
of Ft. Pierce, FL. Joe was preceded in death by his 
parents, wife, Alexis Pelcher and sister, Jolene Mi-
ley. You may view Joe’s obituary online and send 
a condolence to the family at www.clarkfuneral-
chapel.com

MILEY, JOE PARKER, JR. 

INGERSOLL, RICHARD C.
Age 85, of Elwell, passed away Wednesday, Decem-
ber 23, 2020. The family is being served by the 
Lux-Moody-Wolfel Funeral Home, Alma.

PAISLEY, CHARLES
age 76, of Mt. Pleasant, passed away December 
19, 2020 in Plant City, FL. For more information, 
please visit www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

An additional 14 cases 
were reported Wednesday 
for a cumulative total of 
2,151. A total of 60 people 
from Gratiot County have 
died from COVID-19.

Elsewhere in mid-Mich-
igan, three new deaths 
were reported in two coun-
ties, with totals and cumu-
lative cases as follows:

• In Gladwin County, 
an additional two deaths 
were reported for a total 
of 26, and an additional 10 
cases were announced for 
a cumulative total of 983;

• In Midland County, 
an additional death were 
reported for a total of 39, 
and an additional 48 cases 
were announced for a cu-
mulative total of 3,330;

• An additional 23 cases 
were reported in Mont-
calm County for a cumu-
lative total of 2,668, with 
59 deaths; and,

• An additional four 
cases were reported in Me-
costa County for a cumula-
tive total of 1,521, with 12 
deaths.

Statewide, another 70 
deaths were reported for a 
total of 11,775, and another 
3,443 cases were reported 
Monday for a cumulative 
total of 469,928.

Update
FROM PAGE 1

be on Jan. 13. 
The pantry generally 

takes place every sec-
ond and fourth week on 
Wednesday from 2 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. and Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

“Donations have been 
pretty good because we’ve 
packed around 475 boxes 
and we’ll probably go 
over,” Simon said.

Volunteers were help-
ing by organizing and dis-
tributing food and some 
of the children volunteers 
handed out candy canes to 
those picking up food.

“We had trouble getting 
volunteers in the past but 
now we have a loyal team 
of volunteers,” Simon said.

Besides that, Pizza King 
arranged for around 120 
pizzas to also be given out 
at the Strickler Center to 
those who wanted it.

For more information, 
visit ccnfeeds.org.

Pantry
FROM PAGE 1

end Loren Kalinowski.
During normal times, 

Christmas services are 
full, even standing room 
only. This year, they added 
a mass and the reservation 
system to ensure atten-
dance doesn’t swell beyond 
physically-distant capacity.

The reservation system 
isn’t new for the church. In 
fact, one was implemented 
after Memorial Day af-
ter some of the early at-
tendance restrictions were 
lifted.

The early restr ic -
tions were part of restric-
tions handed down to all 
churches in Sacred Heart’s 
diocese, he said. Sacred 
Heart formed a committee 
to implement those, includ-
ing figuring out which pews 
they could use and which 
parts of the church needed 
to be roped off.

One early challenge was 
obtaining supplies to sani-
tize the church in between 
services.

Warmer weather brought 
a decline in reported cases. 
Following Memorial Day 
weekend, attendance was 
permitted to increase to 25 
percent of capacity. That’s 
when the reservation sys-
tem was put into place.

They didn’t need it. 
While Sacred Heart was 
adapting to the pandemic, 
so were many of its parish-
ioners. Attendance of the 
previously lightly attended 
weekday Mass services dou-

bled, and some people just 
stayed home.

“There are today still 
some people who don’t feel 
comfortable,” Fr. Loren 
said.

Technology has provided 
a way to reach those peo-
ple. The parish, which has 
broadcast its Sunday Mass 
services on cable access for 
years, started streaming 
them over Facebook Live.

Catholicism leans heavily 
on rituals, many of which 
require in-person atten-
dance. 

Some rituals — weddings, 
funerals — are common to 
faith groups. Weddings and 
baptisms were delayed, at-
tendance to funerals cause 
difficult choices in who was 
allowed to attend.

Others required adjust-
ment.

Communion was moved 
to the end of Mass, so peo-
ple could receive it right 
before leaving. This helped 
keep people separated. It 
also, for the time being, only 
consists of a wafer to min-
imize the risk of spreading 
virus through many hands 
touching the cup that holds 
the wine.

They also had to adapt 
confirmation, where peo-
ple — usually younger — 
are made full members 
of the faith. Traditionally, 
this is done during a large 
gathering of family and 
friends and performed by 
the bishop who oversees all 
churches in the diocese.

Those are now taking 
place individually during a 
weekday Mass and without 
a bishop.

Some changes were less 
about time and place, but 
about including a protec-
tive layer.

While visiting sick pa-
rishioners, Fr. Loren said 
he started out wearing a 
mask and gloves, even while 
anointing them with oil. It’s 
a ritual intended to allow a 
sick person know that not 
only is his/her clergy with 
them, but so is God.

It’s supposed to be in-
tensely personal, but the 
protective gear gets in 
the way a bit. Since cases 
started increasing in Oc-
tober, his required to now 
also wear a face shield.

He can’t shake hands, at-
tend events or hug people, 
the kind of personal atten-
tion that is vital to attend-
ing a church.

“I miss that,” he said. 
“It’s the sociability. It’s be-
ing with your people.”

Some things that aren’t 
part of Catholic rituals were 
just canceled this year, in-
cluding the parish’s fall har-
vest festival, which in pre-
vious years has allowed the 
community to gather to-
gether outside of Mass.

They’ve also had to lever-
age old technology to keep 
in touch with parishioners, 
especially older people who 
don’t have smartphones 
and aren’t on Facebook. 

Letters, mailed via the 
post, are going out to par-
ish members, providing an 
old school way to keep peo-
ple up-to-date.

One place new technol-
ogy has proven effective is 
in youth programming and 
at Sacred Heart Academy, 

the private school associ-
ated with the parish.

A new youth minister has 
hosted virtual get togethers 
and outdoor events, to pro-
vide youth in the parish an 
opportunity to get together 
and socialize.

In the academy, they’ve 
had to keep students within 
their class groups.

Teachers asked for, and 
received extra large screens 
for their classrooms that 
permit students who opted 
for virtual learning to see 
their classmates attending 
in person.

All of this came with a 
money cost. Although the 
bishop handed down in-
structions on how to get 
through the pandemic, 
those didn’t have money at-
tached to them.

The academy received 
additional funds from its 
foundation to help it stay 
open. They also received 
some key private dona-
tions, and have some stu-
dents from homes experi-
ence financial difficulties 
stay at the school through a 
tuition assistance program.

Sacred Heart partici-
pated in the federal Pay-
check Protection Program, 
a low-interest loan passed 
by Congress last month in-
tended to help employers 
keep people on payroll in 
exchange for loans that in 
many cases are forgivable.

It allowed the parish to 
maintain full employment 
and purchase cleaning sup-
plies.

“It worked out tremen-
dously for us,” Fr. Loren 
said.

Mass
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pery roads.
During the day, snow ac-

cumulations could gener-
ally be 1 inch or less east 
of US 131 and 1 to 3 inches 
west. Higher snowfall rates 
are expected after 6 p.m. 
with locally 1 inch per hour 
for western half of lake-
shore counties.

Travel conditions are ex-
pected to be the worst af-
ter 6 p.m. with snow cov-
ered and slick roads.

On Christmas Day, tem-
peratures are expected to 

fall in the teen by morning 
and highly variable condi-
tions with occasional heavy 
snow showers are expected, 
mainly west of US 131. 

Several inches of addi-
tional accumulation will be 
expected especially on the 
western half of lakeshore 
counties.

The expected 2-day total 
accumulations are expected 
to be a few tenths of an inch 
up to 2 inches east of US 131. 
On the west of US 131 2 to 
6 inches are expected with 
the exception of locally 6 to 
10 inches across western 
lakeshore counties.

For more information, 
visit weather.gov.

Snow
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Pfizer to supply U.S. with additional 100M 
doses of vaccine
WASHINGTON » Pfizer said Wednesday it will supply the 
U.S. government with an additional 100 million doses 
of its COVID-19 vaccine under a new agreement be-
tween the pharmaceutical giant and the Trump ad-
ministration.

Pfizer and its German partner BioNTech said that 
will bring their total current commitment to 200 mil-
lion doses for the U.S. That should be enough to vac-
cinate 100 million people with the two-shot regimen. 
The government also has an option to purchase an ad-
ditional 400 million doses.

“This new federal purchase can give Americans even 
more confidence that we will have enough supply to 
vaccinate every American who wants it by June 2021,” 
said Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar 
in a statement. The cost to taxpayers: $1.95 billion for 
the additional 100 million doses.

— The Associated Press

CORONAVIRUS BRIEF

By Kevin Freking
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON » President 
Donald Trump on Wednes-
day vetoed the annual de-
fense policy bill, following 
through on threats to veto 
a measure that has broad 
bipartisan support in Con-
gress and potentially set-
ting up the first override 
vote of his presidency.

The bill affirms 3% pay 
raises for U.S. troops and 
authorizes more than $740 
billion in military pro-
grams and construction.

The action came while 
Trump was holed up at 
the White House, stew-
ing about his election loss 
and escalating his stand-
off with Republicans as 
he pushed fraudulent con-
spiracy theories and tried 
to pressure them to back 
his efforts to overturn the 
results.

The House was poised 
to return Monday, and the 
Senate on Tuesday, to con-
sider votes to override the 
president’s veto of the Na-

tional Defense Au-
thorization Act, or 
NDAA.

Trump’s move 
provoked swift con-
demnation, with 
House  Spea ker 
Nancy Pelosi calling 
it “an act of stag-
gering recklessness 
that harms our troops, en-
dangers our security and 
undermines the will of the 
bipartisan Congress.”

Sen. Jim Inhofe, R-Okla., 
chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Commit-
tee, avoided any criticism 
of Trump, but called the 
NDAA “absolutely vital to 
our national security and 
our troops. ... Our men and 
women who volunteer to 
wear the uniform shouldn’t 
be denied what they need 
— ever.”

Long before issuing the 
veto, Trump offered a se-
ries of rationales for re-
jecting it. He has called for 
lawmakers to include lim-
its on social media compa-
nies he claimed are biased 
against him — and to strip 

out language that 
allows for the re-
naming of military 
bases such as Fort 
Benning and Fort 
Hood that honor 
Confederate lead-
ers. Without going 
into detail, he has 
claimed the big-

gest winner from the de-
fense bill would be China.

In his veto message to 
the House, Trump cited 
those objections and stated 
that the measure “fails to 
include critical national se-
curity measures, includes 
provisions that fail to re-
spect our veterans and our 
military’s history, and con-
tradicts efforts by my Ad-
ministration to put Amer-
ica first in our national 
security and foreign pol-
icy actions. It is a ‘gift’ to 
China and Russia.”

He also wrote: “Numer-
ous provisions of the Act 
directly contradict my Ad-
ministration’s foreign pol-
icy, particularly my efforts 
to bring our troops home.

Both the House and Sen-

ate passed the measure by 
margins large enough to 
override a veto from the 
president. 

Trump had vetoed eight 
bills previously, but those 
vetoes were sustained be-
cause supporters did not 
gain the two-thirds vote 
needed in each chamber 
for the bill to become law 
without Trump’s signature.

Sen. Mark Warner, 
D-Va., called Trump’s veto 
“unconscionable” and said 
he would “look forward to 
overriding” it.

In advance of the veto, 
Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
has said the bill would 
help deter Chinese aggres-
sion. Other GOP backers 
of the measure, including 
Sen. John Thune of South 
Dakota, the second-rank-
ing Senate leader, and Rep. 
Mike Gallagher of Wiscon-
sin, a member of the House 
Armed Services Commit-
tee, have tweeted that the 
bill would counter threats 
from countries such as 
China.

WASHINGTON

Trump vetoes defense bill, setting 
up possible override vote

Trump

By Tamara Lush
The Associated Press

TAMPA, FLA. » Some are 
elderly and figure they 
don’t have many Christ-
mases left. Others are try-
ing to keep long-distance 
romance alive. Some just 
yearn for the human con-
nection that’s been absent 
for the past nine months.

Millions of Americans 
are traveling ahead of 
Christmas and New Year’s, 
despite pleas from public 
health experts that they 
stay home to avoid fuel-
ing the raging coronavirus 
pandemic that has killed 
more than 320,000 nation-
wide.

Many people at airports 
this week thought long and 
hard about whether to go 
somewhere and found a 
way to rationalize it.

“My mom’s wor th 
it. She needs my help,” 
said 34-year-old Jenni-
fer Brownlee, a fisherman 
from Bayou La Batre, Ala-
bama, who was waiting at 
the Tampa airport to fly to 
Oregon to see her mother, 
who just lost a leg. “I know 
that God’s got me. He’s not 
going to let me get sick.”

Brownlee said that she 

would wear a mask on the 
plane “out of respect” for 
other passengers but that 
her immune system and 
Jesus Christ would protect 
her.

More than 5 million 
people passed through the 
nation’s airport security 
checkpoints between Fri-
day and Tuesday, accord-
ing to the Transportation 
Security Administration.

That is down around 
60% from the same time 
last year. 

But it amounts to around 
a million passengers per 
day, or about what the U.S. 
saw in the days leading 
up to Thanksgiving, when 
some Americans likewise 
disregarded warnings and 
ended up contributing to 
the nationwide surge.

Michelle Lopez won-
dered if she made the right 
decision after flying from 
Houston to Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, where her boyfriend 
serves in the Navy.

“I didn’t want to go, but 
I haven’t seen him in so 
long,” said the 24-year-old, 
who last saw her boyfriend 
about five months ago and 
was trying to maintain 
their relationship.

Before flying, Lopez took 

a COVID-19 test that came 
back negative. But the two 
planes she took offered lit-
tle room for social distanc-
ing. Some passengers re-
moved their masks to eat 
or drink. And not every-
one used wipes that air-
lines offer to sanitize arm-
rests and trays. Her layover 
at Chicago’s O’Hare Airport 
was equally unsettling, she 
said. It was packed with 
people and felt hot from 
too many bodies. 

Some people wore their 
masks below their noses. 
In the bathrooms, not ev-
eryone washed their hands 
for at least 20 seconds, Lo-
pez said.

She works as a medical 
assistant in a doctor’s of-
fice. She will have to quar-
antine for 10 days at home 
and get tested again before 
heading back to work.

Joan Crunk, 75, and her 
husband, Jim, 80, of Grand-
view, Missouri, were at the 
Kansas City airport Tues-
day, waiting to pick up 
their daughter and son-
in-law, who were flying in 
from Savannah, Georgia, 
and planned to stay with 
them until Jan. 2. 

It had been a year since 
they had seen each other.

Joan Crunk said they 
talked a lot about whether 
to gather.

“It is very hard, and we 
are older. My husband is 80. 
There is no guarantee from 
one year to the next,” she 
said as “Silver Bells” played 
over the airport speakers.

U.S. Surgeon General Je-
rome Adams encouraged 
people to celebrate only 
with people in their house-
holds, but added that if 
they can’t follow the guid-
ance, they should take pre-
cautions, such as ensuring 
good home ventilation.

“We can’t let fatigue 
cause us to make poor de-
cisions this holiday sea-
son that end up making us 
backtrack, especially when 
we are so incredibly close 
to getting ourselves and ev-
eryone else across the fin-
ish line,” he said, referring 
to the start of COVID-19 
vaccinations.

Overall, the AAA pro-
jected that about 85 mil-
lion people will travel be-
tween Wednesday and Jan. 
3, most of them by car. 

That would be a drop of 
nearly a one-third from a 
year ago but still a big num-
ber in the middle of a pan-
demic.

NATION

Holiday travel surges despite outbreak
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By Emma Selmon
 Herald News Editor

 The number of COVID-19 deaths in Gratiot County has more than doubled since the beginning of the month.
  Gratiot County was reporting 31 resident deaths due to COVID-19 as of Dec. 3. As of press time on Tuesday,

Dec. 29, Gratiot has seen 64 residents die from the virus, according to data from the State of Michigan.
 Of the 64 Gratiot County residents dead, 14 passed away within the past two weeks. Due to a data issue, the

MidMichigan District Health Department (MMDHD) was unable to provide information about the relative age
and sex of these individuals.

 Since Tuesday, Dec. 22, Gratiot County gained four deaths and 35 new cases, bringing the county’s cumulative
totals up to 2,172 confirmed COVID-19 cases since March and 64 deaths. Neighboring Montcalm County
gained 87 new COVID-19 cases and three new deaths in that time period, bringing their totals up to 2,732 cases
and 62 deaths. And Clinton County gained 113 new cases and three deaths as well, for a total of 3,524 cases and
40 deaths.

 To date, the MMDHD jurisdiction, which includes these three counties, has seen 166 residents die from COVID-
19 and 8,428 infected by the virus.

 Elsewhere in mid-Michigan, Isabella County gained 115 new COVID-19 cases and three new deaths for a total
of 3,038 cases and 42 deaths. Midland County saw 107 new cases and five more residents die from COVID-19,
for a total of 3,395 cases and 43 deaths. And in Saginaw County, 455 new COVID-19 infections were reported
and six more residents passed away from the virus. The county is now reporting a total of 11,615 total cases and
363 deaths.

 Statewide, as of Tuesday, Michigan was reporting 483,922 total positive COVID-19 cases since March and
12,282 deaths from the virus.
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Montcalm County judge to hear Chapz Roadhouse 
case  
By Elisabeth Waldon | on December 30, 2020  

 

Chapz Roadhouse in Lakeview was home to a Refuse to Obey Unconstitutional Mandates Tour stop on Dec. 12. 
Since that event, Chapz began running a series of politically-charged statements on its digital marquee outside the 
restaurant, including: “Is there really a pandemic with a 99.8% survival rate?” — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/


 

LAKEVIEW — The attorney for a Lakeview restaurant fighting against the Michigan Department of Health & 
Human Services (MDHHS) says the state’s entire case rests upon forced compliance instead of being based upon 
facts and science. 

A Montcalm County judge will soon hear the case of Chapz Roadhouse which continues to offer dine-in service 
despite an MDHHS no dine-in order issued Nov. 15. That order has been extended several times now and is not set to 
expire until Jan. 15. 

The Michigan Liquor Control Commission (MLCC) on Dec. 2 issued an emergency suspension of the liquor license 
at Chapz, alleging the bar and restaurant are violating the MDHHS order by continuing to offer dine-in service and 
also allowing people to gather indoors without requiring them to wear face masks. 

Administrative Law Judge Mike St. John heard arguments on Dec. 4 from the Michigan Attorney General’s Office 
and from defense attorney Stephen Kallman on behalf of Chapz owners Dan and Camille Schutte. 

On Dec. 7, St. John suspended the restaurant’s liquor license for 60 days and also issued a $600 fine. 

Kallman on Dec. 11 filed a claim of appeal and petition for review in Montcalm County Circuit Court arguing that St. 
John erred because the MLCC did the following: 

• Acted beyond the scope of its authority and/or jurisdiction; 

• Violated Constitutional and statutory requirements; 

• Issued its decision which was not supported by competent, material and substantial evidence on the whole record; 

• Acted in an arbitrary and capricious manner and it was clearly an abuse or unwarranted exercise of discretion; 

• And affected Chapz Roadhouse through other substantial and material errors of law. 

Kallman requested the Montcalm County court reverse the MLCC decision, grant a motion for stay of enforcement, 
grant Chapz oral argument in the matter and also grant such other and further relief as appropriate. 

“Instead of being based upon demonstrated facts and science, the state’s entire case rests upon forced compliance with 
the order issued by MDHHS Director Robert Gordon,” Kallman wrote. “Rather than providing evidence of any 
infection actually being spread by Chapz Roadhouse or any evidence specific to Chapz Roadhouse, the state just 
relies upon (MDHHS) Director (Robert) Gordon’s order for generic allegations that COVID-19 exists. No one 
disputes that COVID-19 exists, however, the state is required to provide that Chapz Roadhouse’s license, specifically, 
should be suspended. 

“If the state is to impose such severe measures, such as shutting down every restaurant and unfavored business in 
Michigan, it requires more evidence than mere speculation,” Kallman wrote. “There is a reason for judicial review of 
executive action, to prevent this exact type of executive branch overreach. This case is not truly about any violation of 
the Liquor Control Code … Instead, it is about the MLCC acting outside of its authority to police, investigate, convict 
and sentence Chapz Roadhouse for violating Director Gordon’s order.” 

According to Kallman, Chapz Roadhouse has lost approximately $250,000 in sales since the state’s first COVID-
related shutdowns were ordered in March by Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (the Michigan Supreme Court in October found 
Whitmer’s executive orders to be unconstitutional). 



 

“Chapz Roadhouse will suffer immediate and irreparable injury if the requested relief is not granted,” Kallman wrote. 
“Chapz Roadhouse has a strong likelihood to prevail on the merits, the public interest will not be harmed and the 
harm to Chapz Roadhouse in the absence of a stay outweighs any alleged harm to the MLCC.” 

The Attorney General’s Office has filed a motion to dismiss the Chapz appeal. 

Ionia-Montcalm Circuit Court Chief Judge Ronald Schafer is set to hear the case on Jan. 5. 

  

CHAPZ POLITICAL COMMENTARY 

Chapz Roadhouse was home to a Refuse to Obey Unconstitutional Mandates Tour stop on Dec. 12, where incoming 
70th District State Rep.-Elect Patrick Outman, R-Six Lakes, 59th District State Rep.-Elect Steve Carra, R-Three 
Rivers, and Stand Up Michigan Executive Director Tammy Clark all made an appearance and voiced their support for 
the Lakeview restaurant. 

Since that event, Chapz began running a series of statements on its digital marquee outside the restaurant, including: 

• “Stand for freedom, stand for liberty” 

• “The Constitution is not suspended under the state of emergency” 

• “We are not a Democratic government, we are a Constitutional republic.” 

• “In the beginning of a change, the patriot is a scarce man; brave, hated and scorned; however, the timid join him, for 
then it cost nothing” 

• “Is there really a pandemic with a 99.8% survival rate?” 

• “Where are the peer review studies on mask and gatherings?” 

• “Why is it only Democratic governors who are for the draconian lockdowns?” 

• “Did Whitmer weaponized (sic) the election process?” 

• “Was Whitmer’s 1st CV-19 shutdown weaponized for mail-in ballots?” 

• “Was Whitmer’s 2nd shutdown weaponized for the federal reserve bank financial reset?” 

• “Isn’t Whitmer responsible for 620% more deaths then (sic) all bars and restaurants in Michigan?” 

• “Did Whitmer give Dominion voting 25 million taxpayer dollars?” 

• “Is Whitmer trying to end private ownership of small businesses?” 

• “God bless America” 

During the Mid-Michigan District Health Department Board of Health meeting on Dec. 16, Environmental Health 
Director Liz Braddock gave a brief update about Chapz Roadhouse, noting that not only has the MLCC suspended the 



 

restaurant’s license, but the Michigan Department of Agriculture & Rural Development has issued a cease and desist 
order to Chapz. 

“They are in operation and they have not closed,” Braddock said. “It’s a very challenging time for our inspectors, but 
we are continuing to do our work and educating as much as we can and assisting our partners with enforcement as 
needed. 

“Local public health is really hoping that there will be some relent for local restaurants that are complying,” Health 
Officer Marcus Cheatham noted. “We’ve told them we hope that’s what happens. That doesn’t mean that that’s 
what’s going to happen.” 
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By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

W
e’re count-
ing down 
the top mid-
Michigan 

stories of 2020 as deter-
mined by online pageviews. 
Here are Nos. 10 to 6. 
Tomorrow we look at 5-2.

10 New vet joins mid-
Michigan’s Nat Geo 

Wild show
After watching veterinar-

ian Jan Pol on his Nat Geo 
wild reality show, ‘The In-
credible Dr. Pol,’ Ray Harp 
got the chance to work along 
side Dr. Pol at his clinic in 
Isabella County’s Nottawa 
Township.

Harp began working at 
the West Jordan Road Clinic 
on July 1 and has been treat-
ing large and small animals.

Previously, Harp chose to 

attend veterinary school af-
ter watching Pol’s show with 
his wife Chloe. Harp earned 
a bachelor of science degree 
in biology from Kansas State 
University and later earned 
his doctorate in veterinary 
medicine.

Harp has managed a dog 
daycare in Philadelphia and 
worked at an animal hospi-
tal in Kansas City. He had 
considered moving to Cal-
ifornia but instead moved 
to Michigan with his family 
after he saw the Pol’s clinic 

was hiring.
Filming is underway for 

the next season, and Harp 
is ready.

9 Deputies chase man 
through Chippewa 

Township
Deputies from the Isa-

bella County Sheriff’s Office 
attempted to apprehend a 
man with several arrest 
warrants and an extensive 
criminal past.

The man was 25-year-

COURTESY PHOTO

Shepherd is mourning the death of long-time math teacher and coach Ross Austin, who died unexpectedly in April.

SUSAN FIELD — FOR THE MORNING SUN

Veterinarians Jan Pol (left) and 
Ray Harp take bandages off a cat 
at Pol Veterinary Clinic in Nottawa 
Township.

TRAVEL CHANNEL

Steve Shippy visits Midwestern 
towns - including one in Merrill 
- that have been traumatized by 
paranormal lore for generations. 

GREG NELSON — MORNING SUN

Gary Litwiller shows off the Tiny 
House on Wheels that took him 
two years to build. 
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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.
com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

A 23-year-old man from 
Fountain, a community in 
Mason County, will face 
charges that he molested a 
female acquaintance while 
attempting to have sex with 
her.

The man, scheduled for 
a Tuesday afternoon ar-
raignment, is expected to 
be charged with two counts 
of fourth-degree criminal 
sexual conduct for an inci-
dent that happened between 
10:20 p.m. July 12 and 6 a.m. 
July 13 in an apartment at 
1019 S. Douglas St., between 

Central Michigan Universi-
ty’s campus and High Street.

Criminal sexual conduct 
in the fourth degree is a 
2-year misdemeanor. It in-
volves coerced sexual touch-
ing. The man’s identity is be-
ing withheld pending his ar-
raignment.

The woman he is ac-
cused of molesting told Jeff 
Thompson, an officer with 
the Mt. Pleasant Police De-
partment, that the man, who 
she knew through friends 
and had gone on dates with, 
contacted her that night. He 
told her he was coming to 
the apartment, according 
to the criminal complaint. 
Also at the apartment was 
a friend of hers and her two 

roommates.
Once he arrived, she told 

police, it was clear that he 
was drunk and that he was 
upset that a different woman 
had rejected his sexual ad-
vances.

She went to bed at ap-
proximately 2 a.m., she told 
police, and her other friend 
slept in a guest room while 
the accused slept in the liv-
ing room.

During the night, the ac-
cused came into her room 
uninvited and attempted 
to have sex with her, leav-
ing her bruised in several 
places, including on her legs.

She told Thompson that 
she told him to stop and 
tried to physically resist, 

but that he pinned her to the 
bed. Eventually, she man-
aged to push him off with 
her knee, according to the 
complaint.

Both of them fell asleep.
The woman’s friend told 

police that the accused 
smelled of intoxicants and 
passed out at times during 
conversation, but that he 
said that he was sexually un-
satisfied that night. He also 
told police that the woman 
told him that something 
happened and that she pos-
sibly used the word “rape.”

Both of her roommates 
told police that while they 
had no direct knowledge of 
the bedroom incident, that 

MT. PLEASANT

West Michigan man to face charges he 
molested acquaintance while drunk

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Three more COVID-19 deaths were reported 
in Gratiot County and two more in Clare County, 
five of the nine new deaths from the disease re-
ported across mid-Michigan on Tuesday.

No information was immediately available 
about the new deaths in Gratiot County. Mid-
Michigan District Health Department, to which 
Gratiot is a member, has stopped reporting new 
COVID-19 cases and deaths on its website.

Leslie Kinee, MMDHD spokeswoman, previ-
ously said that the problem is with geocoding at 
the state level.

The Michigan Department of Health and Hu-
man Services is currently reporting that 67 Gra-
tiot County residents have died from COVID-19, 
and on Tuesday that an additional 13 confirmed 
cases were reported, bringing the county’s cu-
mulative total to 2,185.

MMDHD’s COVID-19 dashboard is reporting 
2,063 new cases and 53 deaths, which are both 
more than a week old.

Two additional deaths were also reported in 
Clare County, bringing its total number of deaths 
to 41.

An email was sent to Central Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department later in the afternoon 
seeking additional information about the people 
who died. No one had responded by press time.

An additional 17 confirmed cases were re-
ported, bringing the county’s cumulative total 
to 1,087.

No new deaths were reported in Isabella 
County, where the total number of deaths re-
mains at 42.

An additional 32 cases were reported for a cu-
mulative total of 3,070. That is double the daily 
average from the previous five days. While there 
can be significant variability in how many cases 

CORONAVIRUS

State adds 
9 COVID 
deaths 
from mid-
Michigan

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

A winter weather advisory is in effect with the 
expectations of 2 to 6 inches of snow.

The winter weather advisory was put into ef-
fect on Tuesday, Dec. 29 at 10 p.m. and is expected 
to end on Wednesday, Dec. 30 at 1 p.m.

According to the National Weather Service in 
Grand Rapids, the advisory is expected to effect 
portions of central Michigan as well as surround-
ing areas to the south, southwest and west. This 
includes Ludington, Baldwin, Reed City, Clare, 
Hart, Fremont, Big Rapids, Mt. Pleasant, Mus-
kegon, Greenville, Alma, Grand Haven, Jenison, 
Grand Rapids, Ionia, Holland, Hastings, South 
Haven, and Kalamazoo.

Mixed precipitation may occur with total snow 
accumulations of 4 to 6 inches north of Holland 
to Grand Rapids to the Mt. Pleasant line and 1 
to 3 inches to the south. A light glaze of ice ac-
cumulations are also forecasted.

It is advised that people plan on slippery road 
conditions as these conditions could impact the 
morning commute. It is suggested that people 
slow down and use caution while traveling.

For more information, visit weather.gov.

MT. PLEASANT

Winter weather 
advisory expected to 
affect central Michigan
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the accused was clearly 
drunk, the complaint said.

In the compla int , 
Thompson reported at-
tempting to make sev-
eral attempts to contact 
the man at his local resi-

dence. That includes times 
when his car was present 
and that when he knocked 
he heard movement inside 
the residence. Thompson 
also reported attempted to 
contact the man by phone 
and leaving his business 
card for the accused at his 
residence, adding that the 
man never got in contact 
with him.

Charges
FROM PAGE 1

are reported each day, it is 
not uncommon for fewer 
cases to be reported on 
Monday, especially follow-
ing a holiday, followed by 
an uptick in new cases on 
Tuesday as staffing in both 
private labs and in state of-
fices catches up from the 
weekend.

Elsewhere in mid-Michi-
gan, 11 new deaths were re-
ported across four counties, 
with totals and cumulative 
cases as follows:

• In Gladwin County, an 
additional two deaths were 
reported for a total of 30, 
and an additional 11 cases 
were announced for a cu-
mulative total of 1,019;

• In Montcalm County, 

an additional two deaths 
were reported for a total of 
64, and an additional case 
was announced for a cumu-
lative total of 2,733;

• In Midland County, 
deaths were revised down 
by one from 43 to 42, and 
an additional 64 cases were 
reported announced for a 
cumulative total of 3,459; 
and,

• In Mecosta County, one 
more case was reported for 
a cumulative total of 1,562, 
with 14 deaths.

Statewide, another 193 
deaths were reported for 
a total of 12,282, and an-
other 3,414 cases were re-
ported Monday for a cu-
mulative total of 483,922. 
Of those 193 deaths, 105 of 
them are deaths within the 
last 30 days that were dis-
covered during a review of 
death certificates.

COVID
FROM PAGE 1

By Corey Williams
The Associated Press

About 71,000 people have 
received the first of two 
rounds of coronavirus vacci-
nations in Michigan, where 
more than 483,000 virus 
cases have been confirmed.

Doses of the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines have 
been distributed to hospi-
tals, local health depart-
ments and tribal health clin-
ics. On Monday, the state 
announced that residents 
and staff at skilled nursing 
homes began receiving the 
Moderna vaccine.

“Everyone across the 
country wants these vac-
cines to be administered to 
people as quickly as possi-
ble,” Michigan’s Chief Med-
ical Executive Dr. Joneigh 
Khaldun told reporters 
Tuesday. “If we get more 
vaccine, we will be get-
ting it into people’s arms as 
quickly as we can. But we 
are limited right now, like 
every state, by how much we 
have allocated.”

Michigan’s Department 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices said it has received 
231,075 doses of both CO-
VID-19 vaccines.

On Tuesday, Michigan 
confirmed another 3,414 vi-
rus cases and 193 deaths, 
including 105 deaths found 
during a review of records. 

That brings total cases in 
the state since the start of 
the pandemic to 483,922 
and deaths to 12,282.

Currently, the state is re-
cording about 279 cases per 
one million people, a num-
ber that has been declining 
for more than 38 days. That 
rate still is four times what 
was at the start of Septem-
ber, Khaldun said.

Khaldun also said the 
state recently averaged 107 
deaths per day compared to 
123 deaths per day a week 
earlier.

“What we are seeing in 
the data is not a cause to cel-
ebrate,” she added. “While 
Michiganders are doing a 
great job bringing our cases 
down, that progress is frag-
ile. It only takes one gather-
ing for it to spread through 
multiple households and 
their close contacts.”

On Dec. 14, workers at 
two Michigan hospitals 
were the first in the state to 
receive a vaccine for the vi-
rus.

“It will take some time 
for this vaccine to be widely 
distributed to everyone,” 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer said 
Tuesday.

As more vaccines are ad-
ministered, following safety 
protocols such as wearing 
masks and social distanc-
ing is “more important than 
ever,” she told reporters.

MICHIGAN

State: About 
71,000 received 
virus vaccinations

LANSING » The Michigan 
Supreme Court on Mon-
day upheld a law that 
gives public money to 
private schools to comply 
with health and safety or-
ders.

The court’s decision 
was 3-3, which means an 
opinion in favor of pri-
vate schools by the state 
appeals court will stand.

At issue was whether 
more than $5 million au-
thorized by lawmakers 
during Gov. Rick Sny-
der ’s administration 
conflicts with the Mich-
igan Constitution, which 
says “no public monies or 
property” can be used to 
“aid or maintain” private 
schools.

The money is OK be-
cause it’s not for “edu-
cational services” in pri-
vate schools, said justices 
Stephen Markman, Brian 
Zahra and David Viviano, 
all nominated by the Re-
publican Party.

Three Democrats — 
Megan Cavanagh, Bridget 
McCormack and Richard 
Bernstein — disagreed.

“Simply stated, the aid 
provided to nonpublic 
schools ... is of a ‘direct’ 
nature,” they said. “The 
legislation appropriates 
public monies for one 
specific purpose: to pay 
that money directly to 
nonpublic schools. None 
of this court’s precedents 
permits such a result.”

Justice Elizabeth Clem-
ent, a Republican nomi-
nee to the court, didn’t 
participate because she 
was a lawyer in Snyder’s 
office.

The case now returns 
to the Court of Claims.

— The Associated Press

MICHIGAN

Private schools win 
decision over tax 
dollars for safety  

As researchers, when
running new clinical

trials, we never know
what to expect.

Most of the time they
are complete failures, forc-
ing us back to the drawing
board. But in very rare
cases, results far exceed
our expectations and
these product work better
than we could have ever
imagined.

This is the case with the
most recent breakthrough
in Urology called Urivarx™,
a new bladder control
pill which has performed
extraordinary in every test.

From dramatic reduc-
tions in urgency and
f requency�dr ibb l i ng
and leaking�nighttime
bathroom trips�and even
diaper use�the improve-
ments men and women
are seeing with this non-
prescription pill have been
phenomenal.

Why so effective? We
asked its developers that
same question.

STRENGTHENS THE
BLADDER MUSCLES
& PREVENTS THEM
FROM RELEASING

Until now, many within
the medical community
− including myself −
believed it was impossible
to strengthen the muscles
that control the bladder
without drugs, surgery, or
exercises.

Remarkably, it has now
been proven this can be
achieved with a tiny a pill.
Albeit, a natural one.

The secret? A revolution-
ary discovery that helps
the bladder create a tighter
seal...while also prevent-
ing your bladder from
releasing involuntarily.

Research shows that
as we age, the muscles
surrounding the bladder
can deteriorate. This is
triggered by hormonal
changes in the body which
results in muscle atrophy,
the medical term for mus-
cle shrinking.

When these muscles get
too small and weak, they
cannot seal the bladder
shut. That�s why you
may leak, dribble, and
experience uncontrollable
accidents.

Worse, because the
bladder fails to empty
completely, you feel like
you need to go all the
time! And as old urine just
sits there, it can seep into
your blood stream, causing
painful infections which
need multiple rounds of
antibiotics to get rid of.

�URIVARX TARGETS A
FAILING BLADDER IN
A WHOLE NEW WAY�

In its most recent
clinical trial, scientists
discovered a trio of science
based compounds that
actually strengthen the
tiny muscles surrounding
the bladder. So effectively
that they were shown to
decrease adult diaper use
by a staggering 400%.

Even more surprising,
these three compounds
also had a rejuvenating
effect on the bladder,
allowing it to work like it
was years younger.

The result? All the wor-
ries you have about your
overactive bladder can
nally be put to rest! And
you can enjoy a new level
of comfort of condence

that you once had before.
And it starts happening in
minutes.

IMPRESSIVE
CLINICAL RESULTS

The exciting clinical re-
sults published on the gov-
ernment clinical website
clinicaltrials.gov show that
UriVarx™ can strengthen
your bladder fast, signi-
cantly reducing the urine
urgency and leaks.

In a new double-blind,
placebo-controlled clinical
study, 142 men and wom-
en with bladder control
issues were separated
into two groups. The rst
group was given a placebo
while the other received
UriVarx™.

The results were
incredible.

The participants who re-
ceived UriVarx™ saw major
improvements in leaking,
pressure, and the urgency
to go − all without the
usual side effects seen in
prescription drugs! They
also reported fewer trips
to the bathroom both day
and night.

Additionally, at the end
of clinical trial and after
seeing the results, 84%
of the participants taking
UriVarx™ said it signicant-
ly improved their quality
of life.

�The clinical ndings
are incredible, but people
still wonder if it will
really work� explains lead
developer for Urivarx. �It�s
normal to be skeptical, but
we�ve seen thousands of
UriVarx™ users get results
exactly like the partici-
pants in the study. It�s an
amazing product.�

EXCITING RESULTS
FROM URIVARX

USERS

Many UriVarx™ users say
their bladders have never
been stronger. For the rst
time in years, they are
condent and in complete
control. Adult pads and
diapers are no longer a big
worry.

�It�s exciting to hear all
of the positive feedback�
explains a spokesperson
for the company.

�Its also helps to gain
perspective. These people
will share how embar-
rassed they�ve become
over the situation. How

uncomfortable it makes
social outings and the
interruptions it causes in
daily life.

They can�t believe the
change Urivarx has made.
The fear is gone. They are
back to feeling in control�

HOW IT WORKS

UriVarx™ is a pill
that�s taken just once
daily. It does not require a
prescription.

The active ingredients
are patented natural
extracts.

Research shows that as
we get older, the muscles
which surround the blad-
der weaken. This is caused
by hormonal changes in
the body that causes the
muscles to atrophy and
weaken.

When they become too
small and weak, they can-
not seal your bladder shut,
which causes leaking,
accidents, among other
incontinence symptoms.

It also prevents your
bladder from fully emp-
tying, which can result in
persistent bacterial infec-
tions and UTIs.

UriVarx�s™ active ingre-
dient targets the muscles
around the bladder,
making them stronger.
Supporting ingredients in
UriVarx™ support kidney
function and overall uri-
nary health.

BLADDER
PROBLEMS GONE

With daily use, UriVarx™
can restore strong bladder
control and help users
overcome leakage without
the negative side effects
or interactions associated
with drugs.

Leakage sufferers can
now put an end to the
uncontrollable urges, the
embarrassing accidents,
and enjoy an entirely
new level of comfort and
condence.

50% OFF URIVARX
THROUGH THE
HOLIDAY WHILE
SUPPLIES LAST

Save 50% off Urivarx™

now through the holiday!

To claim your read-
ers-only discount, all you
have to do is call their
customer care team at
1-800-750-3321.

Discounts will be auto-
matically applied to callers
and, in the spirit of the
Christmas, each bottle or
Urivarx™ is backed by a Full
Money Back Guarantee
that�s good for 90 days.

The company does urge
readers to call quickly to
beat the holiday rush as
supplies are limited.

You can claim your
50% off discount by call-
ing 1-800-750-3321 right
now.

When A Little Bladder
Leaking Turns To A Lot,

You Can Now Take
A Pill To Stay Dry

Developed for 24-hour bladder control with an 84%
approval rate, this stunning new breakthrough remedy
reduces sprints to the bathroom, embarrassing leaking
and nighttime urgency without the drug like side effects

STUDY RESULTS:
The group taking

Urivarx saw dramatic
improvements.

• 56% Reduction in Urge
Incontinence

• 66% Reduction in Stress
Incontinence

• 61% Reduction in Urgency

• 33% Reduction in
Frequency

• 46% Reduction in
Nighttime Bathroom Trips

“Stopping bladder leaks is now like turning off a faucet,” says
Dr. Stephen Klayman. “Your ‘faucet’ is this little pipe known as
your bladder’s Sphincter Valve. It controls your flow of urine.
Strengthening weak bladder muscles literally turns off this valve
so you can’t leak – and that’s exactly what this pill is formulated
to do.”

BEFORE AFTER

No More
Peeing!

YOUR BLADDER

THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FDA. THIS PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED
TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE, OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE. RESULTS MAY VARY. CONSULT YOUR

PHYSICIAN BEFORE TAKING THIS SUPPLEMENT. URIVARX IS NOT A DRUG.

PAIDADVERTISEMENT
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MT. PLEASANT

By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

W
e’re 
counting 
down the 
top mid-

Michigan stories of 2020 
as determined by online 
pageviews. Here are Nos. 5 
to 2. Tomorrow we look at 
the top COVID stories.

5 Shepherd fires coach
In February, Shep-

herd Public Schools fired 
its junior varsity baseball 
coach while he was under 
police investigation for a re-
lationship he was rumored 
to have had with a student.

Colten Mitchell, a for-
mer volunteer coach, who 
had been hired in July 2019, 
had not yet coached a game.

He was informed of the 
school’s decision in a let-
ter, obtained by the Morn-
ing Sun through a Freedom 
of Information Act request, 
from former Shepherd Su-
perintendent Steve Brim-
mer. 

The allegation was in-
vestigated by the Shepherd 
Police Department but no 
charges were filed because 
there was insufficient ev-
idence that a crime was 
committed, according to 
a report from Chief Luke 
Sawyer, which was also ob-
tained under a FOIA re-
quest.

The case was later 
turned over to the Gratiot 
County Sheriff’s Office be-

cause that’s where Mitchell 
lives but no charges have 
been filed there either. For-
mer Shepherd baseball 
coach coverage

4 Mt. Pleasant woman 
dies in stabbing

 Nangonhs Massey, 21, 
was stabbed in the early 
morning hours of Nov. 16 at 
the Oak Street Apartments 
in Mt. Pleasant.

The victim later died 
at a Midland hospital. A 
22-year-old male was also 
stabbed but his injuries 
were not fatal.

Police later arrested 
Kaden Eliza-
beth Gilbert, 
20, of Shep-
herd, who 
was charged 
with murder, 
felonious as-
sault and as-
sault with a 
dangerous 
weapon.

She was arrested shortly 
after victims and eyewit-
nesses identified her as the 
suspect who attacked the 
pair with a folding pocket 
knife she had concealed in 
the sleeve of her sweater.

After being jailed, Gil-
bert intentionally injured 
herself to the point of need-
ing hospitalization. She was 
ordered to undergo a psy-
chiatric examination to see 
if she is fit to stand trial.

Gilbert is being charged 
in federal court in Bay City 
because both victims are 
Native American and the 
attacks happened within 
the Isabella Indian Reser-
vation.

YEAR IN REVIEW

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

The young man who pulled the 
trigger in an April robbery-gone-
wrong pleaded guilty to three 
charges Wednesday after-
noon, the first of five sus-
pects to resolve his case.

Miykael Isiaih Norfleat, 
20, pleaded guilty to second-
degree murder in the death 
of Raven Tre-Von Edelen, 
conspiracy to commit armed 
robbery and assault with a 
dangerous weapon in front 
of Circuit Court Judge Mark 
Duthie shortly after 2 p.m.

Norfleat was originally charged 
with open murder, first-degree 
home invasion, felony firearm and 
carrying a concealed weapon. In 
October, Isabella County Prosecu-
tor David Barberi added conspiracy 
to commit armed robbery, assault 
with intent to rob while armed, 
two counts of felonious assault 
and three additional counts of fel-
ony firearm.

As part of the plea deal, the open 
murder was amended to second-de-
gree murder and the other charges 
were dropped.

Barberi and Norfleat’s attorney, 
Dan O’Neal, told Duthie they ex-
pect Norfleat’s sentence will be be-

tween approximately 19-36 years. 
His sentencing is scheduled for Jan. 
27.

Norfleat, a Chicago native living 
in Mt. Pleasant temporarily, admit-
ted to holding the gun that shot and 

killed Edelen, a 21-year-old 
Wyoming (Mich.) man who 
also went by Ray Nori, dur-
ing a robbery-gone-wrong 
April 27 in a Campus Hab-
itat apartment in the 500 
block of Edgewood Drive 
on the south side of Mt. 
Pleasant.

Norfleat told Duthie that 
he was a late add to the 

conspiracy to rob Edelen of money 
and marijuana, cooked up by Rob-
ert Ray Jamison, Anthony Smiles 
and Jesse Hinton Jr., all 20 and 
from Chicago. A different fourth 
— currently unidentified — per-
son was supposed to take part, but 
backed out. Norfleat agreed to par-
ticipate less than 20 minutes before 
the incident happened just before 6 
p.m., he said.

The four drove to Edelen’s apart-
ment, where they expected to find 
him alone, Norfleat said. Norfleat, 
Jamison and Hinton were supposed 
to go inside and rob Edelen, while 
Smiles waited to drive the getaway 
car.

Instead, Norfleat said he entered 

the apartment alone and found 
Edelen in the bedroom playing 
video games with two other people.

Initially, Norfleat pointed his 
gun at all three before focusing on 
Edelen, he said. After he finished 
his narrative, Duthie told him that 
pointing his gun at all three was 
when it turned into assault with a 
dangerous weapon.

Norfleat walked past the other 
two to rob Edelen, who fled out of 
a window in the living room. He 
pointed the gun at Edelen and gave 
him an order, Norfleat said, adding 
that Edelen said, “F**k that,” and 
smacked the gun.

The gun went off, and the two 
wrestled. The gun went off twice 
more; these were the two shots that 
killed Edelen.

Norfleat returned to the apart-
ment he was staying in with Justin 
Wendall Collins, 22, of Mt. Pleasant, 
and was arrested after leaving to go 
to a liquor store, he said.

Collins was arrested, too, and 
originally placed at the scene by 
one of the witnesses who fled out 
of the window. Wednesday after-
noon, Norfleat didn’t include Col-
lins’ name as one of the people pres-
ent for the robbery. He did identify 
Collins as the owner of the 9mm 
pistol used, however.

2020’s top stories in mid-Michigan 
countdown: No. 5-No. 2

Looking 
back

Norfleat

Massey

TOP » PAGE 2

MORNING SUN FILE PHOTO

Officers tape off an apartment at Edgewood apartments after a shooting that left one person dead. 

SHOOTER PLEADS GUILTY 
IN ROBBERY GONE WRONG

By Ed White  
and Corey Williams
The Associated Press

DETROIT » Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer vetoed a bill 
Wednesday that 
would kill emer-
gency public health 
orders after 28 days 
unless the Legisla-
ture approved, an-
other shot in the 
power struggle be-
tween Michigan’s 
Democratic chief 
executive and the 
state’s Republican 
lawmakers over how to 
manage the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The bill “would recklessly 
undermine” efforts by the 
Department of Health and 
Human Services to stop the 
spread of the COVID-19 vi-
rus, Whitmer said.

“Unfortunately, epi-
demics are not limited to 
28 days. We should not so 
limit our ability to respond 

to them,” the governor said.
Whitmer has turned 

to her health department 
to set many virus-related 
rules in Michigan, includ-
ing mask mandates, limits 

on gathering sizes, 
and a ban on indoor 
restaurant dining, 
since losing a court 
case in October. The 
state Supreme Court 
said a 1945 law that 
served as the foun-
dation for months 
of Whitmer’s unilat-
eral orders was un-
constitutional.

Republicans who control 
the House and Senate have 
repeatedly complained that 
Whitmer has ignored them 
in making COVID-19 poli-
cies and ordered too many 
one-size-fits-all remedies.

The state reported more 
than 4,200 new cases 
Wednesday and 51 deaths. 
More than 12,000 Michigan 
residents have died since 

Gov. vetoes bill that would 
limit virus-related orders

Whitmer
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High: Low:31 20 » PAGE A6
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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

The Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services re-
ported two new COVID-19 deaths 
in Gratiot County on Wednesday 
afternoon, the only new deaths re-
ported by the state in mid-Mich-
igan.

They were the only new deaths 
reported across mid-Michigan on 
Wednesday.

It brings the number of deaths 
in Gratiot County to 69, accord-
ing to state records. No infor-
mation was available about the 
deaths from Mid-Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department, which 
continues to cite a computer glitch 
as its reason.

“I don’t think the state’s data is 
wrong, there is a glitch in the sys-

tem from which we get data from 
the State,” said Leslie Kinnee, 
MMDHD spokeswoman. “We are 
not comfortable reporting on num-
bers until it gets straightened out.”

An email asking why anyone 
should trust the state’s numbers 
if MMDHD didn’t feel comfortable 
enough to report on them didn’t 
get a response by press time.

The state reported an additional 
61 cases in Gratiot County, bring-
ing its cumulative total to 2,246.

No new deaths were reported 
in either Clare or Isabella coun-
ties. It is the second straight day 
of no new deaths reported in Isa-
bella County, a sign that the trend 
behind new deaths, which lag new 
cases by at least two weeks, are 
also declining in number.

In Isabella County, an addi-
tional 15 cases were reported for 
a cumulative total of 3,085. In 
Clare County, an additional five 
cases were reported for a cumula-
tive total of 1,088.

Elsewhere in mid-Michigan, 
no new deaths were reported and 

one county had its deaths revised 
downward, with totals and cumu-
lative cases as follows:

• In Gladwin County, the total 
number of deaths were revised 
down by one from 29 to 28, and an 
additional five cases were reported 
for a cumulative total of 1,024;

• In Montcalm County, an addi-
tional 20 cases were reported for 
a cumulative total of 2,773, with 
64 deaths;

• In Midland County, an addi-
tional 27 cases were reported for 
a cumulative total of 3,486, with 
42 deaths; and,

• In Mecosta County, an addi-
tional 13 cases were reported for 
a cumulative total of 1,575, with 
14 deaths.

Statewide, another 193 deaths 
were reported for a total of 12,282, 
and another 3,414 cases were re-
ported Monday for a cumulative 
total of 483,922. 

Of those 193 deaths, 105 of them 
are deaths within the last 30 days 
that were discovered during a re-
view of death certificates.

State reports new COVID deaths in Gratiot
CORONAVIRUS IN MID-MICHIGAN

Health department 
won’t back numbers

»    themorningsun.com
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LANSING – Every facet of Michigan
State University was affected by the cor-
onavirus pandemic, from thousands of
infected students and staff to a more
than $50 million shortfall in its budget,
a canceled NCAA men’s basketball tour-
nament and a football season delayed
and played without fans.

The fall semester ended the way it
began — online. December graduates

marked commencement via livestream,
absent the walk across the stage and
family members’ applause.

The majority of students completed
all of their coursework online, a familiar
occurrence after the shift to online
classes in March.

Whatever challenges lie ahead for
MSU in 2021, MSU President Samuel
Stanley Jr. says the Spartan community
will “get through this difficult time to-
gether.”

CORONAVIRUS YEAR IN REVIEW

Kimberly Consavage, a worker with Michigan State University’s Infrastructure Planning and Facilities Landscape Services,
puts a mask on the Sparty statue in April. Yes, the mask mandate applies to all Spartans. NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

A LOOK AT HOW MSU
DEALT WITH PANDEMIC
Mark Johnson
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

See MSU, Page 8A

“It is with this Spartan

spirit that we will get

through this difficult time

together and be stronger

because of it. Together,

we will.”
MSU President Samuel Stanley Jr.
In a letter to the campus community

LANSING – Health providers in
Greater Lansing have already distrib-
uted nearly 5,500 doses of COVID-19
vaccines in the first two weeks of the
rollout but officials say there’s more to
do.

So far, the state has distributed
313,375 doses of the vaccine and re-
ported 71,256 vaccinations, according
to the Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services. While local pro-
viders are making progress, smaller
than anticipated shipments of the vac-
cine are being received and limiting
faster vaccination.

Since vaccine distribution started,
health providers in Ingham County re-
ceived 11,800 doses, Eaton County re-
ceived 1,400 doses and Clinton County
received 1,300 doses, according to
MDHHS.

Ingham County Health Officer Lin-
da Vail said vaccination could quickly
ramp up if more vaccine was available
to providers.

“Our limiting factor is having
enough vaccine,” she said. “We can do
more.”

Sparrow Hospital, McLaren Greater
Lansing and the Ingham County
Health Department received the first
shipments of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vac-
cine on Dec. 17. Providers have since
begun receiving the Moderna vaccine.

The state has so far distributed 

Vaccine
rollout
limited
in region
Providers have more
capacity than supply 

Craig Lyons
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

See VACCINE, Page 4A

For first-term lawmaker Sarah An-
thony, 2020 was supposed to be spent
on policy work. Town halls on potholes
and energy. Pizza with high schoolers.

“Instead we were thrown into these
almost international stories around fire-

arms and COVID response, domestic
terrorism in the Capitol,” said the Lan-
sing Democrat.

Anthony, like everyone else, didn’t
get the 2020 she expected. For millions
of Americans, New Year’s resolutions
made on Dec. 31, 2019 have long been
forgotten, made meaningless in a world
ruled by the coronavirus pandemic.

There’s an internet meme: “What I

expected vs. what I got.” No other year
has collectively made the contrast in our
lives so severe. A year later, it may be
worth a laugh. Or a cry.

This is a story of what people in mid-
Michigan expected vs. what they got —
regular folks, bigwigs and celebrities
alike.

The COVID-19 pandemic, which has
changed the world since March, didn’t

care who was impacted: Joe Blow or
Gretchen Whitmer, Jane Doe or Tom Iz-
zo.

Or Anthony, whose 68th District and
hometown repeatedly became the back-
drop for major news – chaotic protests,
an alleged domestic terrorist plot, a bi-
zarre appearance by President Donald 

2020 upended: What we expected vs. what we got
Carol Thompson and Graham Couch
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

See 2020, Page 4A
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227,175 doses of the Pfizer vaccine and
86,200 doses of the Moderna vaccine,
according to MDHHS.

Vail said her plan is to administer as
many doses as she has available each
week.

“We basically vaccinate as many
people as we can,” she said.

Providers report progress
on vaccination

Sparrow Health System has vacci-
nated 2,574 people; 2,302 are hospital
staff and 371 are non-Sparrow provid-
ers, spokesman John Foren said. He
said 25% of the hospital system’s care-
givers have been vaccinated so far.

That includes Sparrow’s main hospi-
tal in Lansing and its community hospi-
tals.

“We are grateful for any vaccines we

get,” Foren said. “We certainly have ca-
pacity to distribute more but we’re also
mindful of the process.”

McLaren Greater Lansing vaccinated
about 700 of its staff members and affil-
iated providers, according to Marla Eko-
la, McLaren Greater Lansing’s director
of pharmacy.

The Ingham County Health Depart-
ment is administering 975 doses a week,
the full weekly allotment of the vaccine,
Vail said. The health department is vac-
cinating about 350 people each day, fo-
cusing on their own health care provid-
ers, emergency medical service provid-
ers and first responders.

“We could double or triple that if we
had the vaccine to do that,” Vail said.

The Barry-Eaton Health Department
has vaccinated 130 people in Eaton
County and 120 in Barry County, said
Sarah Surna, the department’s commu-
nity health promotions specialist.

Staff report that the process is run-
ning smoothly, with scheduled appoint-
ments keeping a steady flow of individ-
uals coming through the clinic, Surna

said.
The Mid-Michigan District Health

Department began vaccinating people
on Dec. 28, spokesperson Leslie Kinnee
said. A clinic opened in Clinton County
on Monday and vaccination began in
Gratiot and Montcalm counties on
Wednesday.

Public vaccination remains
months away

The state’s focus and that of local
providers is still on the 1A category,
which includes people working in
health care settings and long-term care
residents, Vail said.

The state has set up phases for who
gets vaccinated first:

h Phase 1A: Paid and unpaid people
working in health care settings who
have direct or indirect exposure to pa-
tients or infectious materials, and resi-
dents in long-term care facilities.

h Phase 1B: Workers in some essen-
tial and critical industries.

h Phase 1C: People 16 years of age and
older who are at high risk of severe ill-
ness and people 65 years and older.

h Phase 2C: All individuals over 16
years old.

MDHHS expects widespread public
vaccination will start in the spring of
2021 once an ample supply is available.

Contact reporter Craig Lyons at 517-
377-1047 or calyons@lsj.com.

Vaccine
Continued from Page 1A

Pharmacy manager John Wininger
prepares a dose of the COVID-19
vaccine for ICU nurse Dawn Chapel at
McLaren Greater Lansing hospital on
Dec. 17 in Lansing.
NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Trump’s personal lawyerRudy Giuliani
later satirized on national television.

Anthony herself became the subject
of international headlines when she
was escorted into the Capitol by a group
of armed Black constituents who volun-
teered to walk alongside her after she
had experienced an unsettling walk
through a crowd of protesters, some
carrying firearms and displaying racist
symbols, a few days before.

It was her way of getting to work
safely. Not everyone agreed.

“I found myself on white supremacist
websites and a target of all of these
fringe militia groups,” said Anthony,
now an outspoken proponent for ban-
ning firearms from the Capitol building.
“I’m always open to having a debate
about the Second Amendment and
where guns should be present in work-
places, schools, but my mere presence
as a Black woman who is just trying to
protect herself to go to work becomes
like a threat to certain people. That was
the part that I don’t think I was ready
for.”

Modest goals become ‘bizarre’
year for Izzo

After a difficult end to 2019 and some
turbulent years before it, Izzo had mod-
est goals for 2020. 

“My New Year’s wish was to get a lit-
tle back to normal,” Michigan State’s
longtime basketball coach said. “It was
a grinding three years for me from ev-
erything and then the Cassius (Win-
ston) thing hit. I don’t know if things got
worse, but they got crazier, that’s for
sure.”

Winston, Izzo’s star point guard, lost
his brother to suicide at the beginning of
2019-20 season. Looking ahead became
a day-at-a-time thing.

“I thought I had a good team. I
thought if I could get them back togeth-
er, we had a chance to go deep into the
(NCAA) tournament,” Izzo said.

That NCAA tournament never hap-
pened — for anyone. It was the first ma-
jor sporting event canceled because of
the coronavirus, beginning a strange
and uncomfortable few months for Izzo,
whose idea of an extended vacation is a
few days at his lakehouse.

Izzo usually has other coaches to lean
on for advice. Asking his 94-year-old
mother about her childhood in the Great
Depression was as close to a relatable
experience as he could find.

“It was kind of learn on your own,” Iz-
zo said. “The first three, four months
just sitting home riding my Peloton and
going for bike rides was bizarre.”

Remember the damn roads? 

Gov. Whitmer had big plans for 2020
— fixing the damn roads, for one.

“I thought we’d do lots of work on the
roads and closing the skills gap,” she
said. “And everything’s been COVID,
COVID, COVID.”

Whitmer, who works primarily from
her Lansing residence these days, re-
members her first trip into her office af-
ter the pandemic hit. It was cluttered
with remnants of the pre-pandemic era. 

“Seeing a lot of the papers that were
out on my table, things that I thought
were going to be occupying a lot of our
time and how out of date and unimpor-
tant all of that has become was kind of
an eye-opener,” she said. “It’s almost
like going into a scene long after some
event happened. It’s kind of a time cap-
sule.”

Whitmer’s first term has been de-
fined by crisis. She steered the state
through an unprecedented health crisis,

been the subject of kidnapping plot and
a possible choice for vice president.

It’s surreal, she said. And hard for ev-
eryone — despite her weighty responsi-
bilities, Whitmer said her burden is
lighter than those carried by people
struggling to keep the lights on.

She believes sticking together is the
best path forward. 

“It’s a matter of months at this point
in time,” Whitmer said. “Seeing Portage,
Michigan, on the national news as the
epicenter of hope when those first (Pfiz-
er) vaccines rolled out was maybe one of
the best days I’ve had this year.”

When does a local health officer
hit celebrity status? Why, 2020, 
of course.

Perhaps no one in Lansing went from
anonymous to household name like In-
gham County Health Officer Linda Vail.

2020 was supposed to be a year of
“strategic planning” for the health de-
partment, Vail said. Administrators
were going to apply for bigger grants
and tackle the opioid crisis.

Instead, she found herself on the na-
tional news circuit talking about a 140-
plus case coronavirus outbreak started
at an East Lansing bar, a battle with the
legislature over mask-wearing at the

Capitol and sounding the alarm about
the likely coronavirus exposure at Giu-
liani’s Lansing appearance.

“I don’t do anything other than CO-
VID,” said Vail, who had planned a vaca-
tion to Morocco that didn’t happen this
year. “Sometimes it’s like, ‘I don’t know.
You’re going to have to ask somebody
else that question because I don’t know
anything about that right now. I know
about COVID.’”

It’s rattling, but Vail said she trusts
her colleagues to push forward on other
initiatives so she can focus on respon-
ding to the pandemic (and taking calls
from the New York Times, Washington
Post, Wall Street Journal, CNN. Every
reporter on the planet seems to have her
cell number now).

Home is school, school is home; 
it was a weird year in education 

For educators and parents — some of
whom are both — this has also been
some kind of year.

“I learned that I actually do like peo-
ple,” East Lansing High School athletic
director Nikki Norris said. Getting
dressed and driving in to work lightened
her mood.

She also learned that she really liked
hanging with her daughters, one a sen-

ior in high school, the other a junior at
MSU, all navigating their days on Zoom
around the same dining room table.

“I found out my kids are also kind of
cool as adults,” Norris said. “If I was get-
ting frustrated in a meeting, they would
write stuff on signs and hold it up be-
hind my camera.”

Norris always has a one-word goal for
the year. For 2020, it was “intentional.”
For 2021, “it’s going to have to be ‘flex-
ible,’ ” she said.

Pewamo-Westphalia Superinten-
dent Jeff Wright had all sorts of for-
ward-thinking goals for 2020. Profes-
sionally, he was going to find new ways
to help students find career paths. 

“That was absolutely a goal,” Wright
said. “How could we get a virtual welder
at P-W, so that students to put those
goggles on and feel what it’s like to have
virtual welding? What would it look like
to offer more dual enrollment in manu-
facturing and science and agriculture,
so that we could get our kids just explor-
ing those options?

“I mean, I was I was going after that.
Until March.”

Hello March. Goodbye plans.

That’s when many lost control of
their 2020 plans.

Poet Masaki Takahashi spent March
in denial. The pandemic hit right as he
was gearing up to host The Poetry
Room’s big April feature, where Brenna
Twohy – his “poet crush,” the “bomb-
.com” – was going to perform. He was
sure this whole coronavirus thing would
blow over in time for Twohy to take the
Robin Theatre stage.

Alas, it didn’t blow over.
So The Poetry Room, a monthly open

mic event that Takahashi has hosted
since 2017, went virtual.

“When that happened, I really start-
ed preparing myself to make this shift
and go ‘OK, you’ve got to learn how to
use Zoom, you’ve got to have really good
internet,” Takahashi said.

Learning from 2020 as we 
enter 2021

This year taught us to manage our ex-
pectations.

At least it did for MLive politics re-
porter Emily Lawler. This time last year,
she bought a sunny yellow planner that
read “Living my best life” on the cover.
The durable little book was a metaphor
for the cheery, organized, on-the-go
year she hoped to have.

But, like most, Lawler did not live her
best life in 2020. She watched her goals
“swirl down the drain sometime around
March.”

Lawler’s 2021 planner carries a differ-
ent tone. The cover reads “Plan for the
worst.” The first page features a Mike
Tyson quote: “Everyone has a plan until
they get punched in the mouth.”

“In 2020 I planned for the best and
found the worst,” Lawler said. “If I plan
for the worst, maybe I’ll find the best.”

Takahashi believes the payoff will
come. 

“We’re just collecting our nuts right
now,” Takahashi said. “When this time
is over, we are going to feast.”

But payoff requires work. 2020 also
taught us that, too.

We protested, debated and circulated
curated statements about the injustices
of systemic racism this summer, for ex-
ample. We didn’t fix it.

“Declaring racism a public health cri-
sis doesn’t solve the public health cri-
sis,” Anthony said. “My hope is that this
next year we actually start to deal with
all the things we unearthed. And that we
actually have the courage to do it.”

Contact Carol Thompson at
CKThompson@lsj.com. 

Contact Graham Couch at
gcouch@lsj.com. 

2020
Continued from Page 1A

Demonstrators look on during a statewide rally hosted by Black Lives Matter on
June 29 at the Capitol in Lansing. NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Rallygoers, including open-carry advocates, protest against Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer’s stay-at-home order on April 15 in downtown Lansing, near the State
Capitol. MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Whitmer, right, is given a COVID-19
test by Imani Roberts on May 21 in
Lansing. NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Young women make signs June 29 for
the Lansing Black Lives Matter rally.
MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL
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By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.
com

Snow Snake Ski and 
Golf continues to provide 
winter activity to guests 
while COVID-19 precau-
tions are in place.

The first day of winter 
season for Snow Snake was 
Dec. 19 which was depen-
dent on the weather and 
snow making conditions.

Skiing, snow boarding, 
tubing and snow shoeing 
are available for attendees 
to participate in. However, 
guests are unable to enter 
the building except for us-
ing the restroom, shopping 
in the store, and ordering 
food, non-alcoholic and 
alcoholic beverages which 
can be enjoyed outside.

“People generally are in 
the cars to get warm and 
get their gear on since 
they can’t come into the 
building,” Snow Snake co-
owner, Jan Cleary said.

Snow Snake has out-
door seating with fire pits 
and portable heaters for 
guests to sit down and eat 
their food. A food truck is 
also on the property and 

a ticket booth is stationed 
outside.

“Everyone seems very 
happy to be outdoors,” 
Cleary said. “They’re 
happy to be outside an do 
things with the kids.”

Since the seasonal open-
ing, there have been long 
lines for rentals and the ski 
lift. Ski lift operators will 
not fill the chair in order 
to continue with protocols.

“Everyone has to wear 
masks on the property,” 
Cleary said.

Snow related sports are 
expected to continue at 
Snow Snake.

“Ski teams are sched-
uled for practices and 
races are also scheduled,” 
Cleary said. “Outdoor 
sports should be fine.”

Lessons are also still 
planned with some re-
strictions. After school 
classes are limiting stu-
dents per night and per 
class. There’ll be six stu-
dents per group and the 
groups are decided based 
on who the families’ re-
quest for their group.

For more information, 
visit snowsnake.net.

HARRISON

SKI SEASON CARRIES 
ON WITH CAVEATS

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY THE SNOW SNAKE FACEBOOK PAGE

Snow Snake Ski and Golf continues to provide winter activity to guests while COVID-19 precautions are in place.

At Snow Snake Ski and Golf, skiing, snow boarding, 
tubing and snow shoeing are available for attendees to 
participate in. However, guests are unable to enter the 
building except for using the restroom, shopping in the 
store, and ordering food, non-alcoholic and alcoholic 
beverages which can be enjoyed outside.

By Mark Cavitt
mcavitt@medianewsgroup.com 
@MarkCavitt on Twitter

As Michiganders say “good riddance” to 2020 
and say “hello” to 2021, they will notice some new 
laws taking effect in the upcoming year. 

Between January and Dec. 18, 2020, a total of 
249 bills were signed into law by Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer, most of which became law in 2020. 
There are a few notable bills that Whitmer signed 
in 2019 and 2020 will take effect in 2021. 

Some of the more high-profile laws taking ef-
fect in 2021 involve the reforming of the state’s 
criminal record expungement process and crim-
inal justice system. 

A list of bills signed by Whitmer in 2020 and 
2019 can be viewed at https://www.legislature.
mi.gov/documents/2019-2020/publicacttable/
pdf/2020-PAT.pdf and https://www.legislature.
mi.gov/documents/2019-2020/publicacttable/

MICHIGAN

Criminal justice reform 
and other new notable 
laws take effect in 2021

By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

Members of the Pine River Superfund Citizens 
Task Force have been trying to get state health 
officials to make it easier to get data regarding 
current or past generations that may have been 
exposed to Polybrominated Biphenyls, or PBB.

Their work has finally paid off.
The Michigan Department of Health and Hu-

man Services has launched a new website about 
PBB and opportunities for individuals who have 
been exposed to participate in a PBB study.

“It is in response to our continuing work to 
keep the PBB legacy from being forgotten, in-
cluding face-to-face talks with MDHHS per-
sonnel and with our legislators in Lansing, that 

MICHIGAN

State 
answers 
bell with 
new PBB 
website
Pine River Task Force championed 
additions for ease of access to 
information of chemical contamination

PBB » PAGE 3

LAWS » PAGE 5

Snow Snake open for outdoor activities with COVID precautions in place

DICK SOVA AUTO SALES
OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE

204 W WRIGHT AVE, SHEPHERD, Mi 48883

989-828-6032

2020 CHEVROLET BLAZER 2 LT

Only 4,000 Miles
3.6L V6 Engine, Heated Seats, Factory Remote Start,

Power Liftgate, Flawless NEW!

2017 BUICK ENCLAVE
LEATHER

Only 25,000 Miles
Immaculate Condition, Chrome Wheels, Dual Sunroofs,

NAVIGATION, Power Liftgate, Third Row Seating!

or about
$429.00 Per Month

$29,995 /NOW
ONLY

or about
$398.00 Per Month

$27,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

2020 JEEP COMPASS
LIMITED 4X4

Only 1,000 Miles
Showroom NEW! Heated/Cooled Leather, Advanced Safety Package,

Remote Start, Dual Power Seats, Four Wheel Drive

or about
$359.00 Per Month

$25,995 /ONLY

2018 GMC TERRAIN SLE-2

Only 23,000 Miles
Gorgeous Satin Steel Metallic Color, Heated Seats,

Factory Remote Start, Apple Car Play, Fantastic Gas MPG+

or about
$289.00 Per Month

$19,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

NEW
YEARS

SPECIAL

»    themorningsun.comSunday, January 3, 2021  $2.50 FACEBOOK.COM/MPMORNINGSUN TWITTER.COM/MPMORNINGSUN

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

CMU women 
eke out win, stay 
unbeaten in MAC
Sports » B1

Web bonus » Latest news at » themorningsun.com THE SUNDAY

SAVINGS

Clip and save 
up to $332 in 
coupons
Inside today

Share your opinions on topics in 
the news and join in  

conversation with other Morning 
Sun readers. Your comments 

could be featured in print. 
FACEBOOK.COM/MPMORNINGSUN

Like us on 
FACEBOOK

SOME SNOW                                                                                          
High: Low:34 29 » PAGE A6
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Traffic accident results in fatality for a 
female driver from Grand Rapids

Troopers from the Michigan State Police (MSP) 
Lakeview Post responded to a one vehicle traffic crash 
resulting in fatal injuries to a female driver from Grand 
Rapids.

According to a press release from the MSP, troopers 
were dispatched to the scene on Friday, Jan. 1 at ap-
proximately 10:04 a.m. on Westbound I-96 near Hast-
ings Rd. in Boston Township, Ionia County.

Preliminary investigation revealed a 2002 Honda 
passenger vehicle driven by a 47-year-old female from 
Grand Rapids was traveling westbound on I-96 at a high 
rate of speed when it attempted to pass a vehicle in the 
right lane of travel. The driver then lost control of the 
vehicle which crossed both lanes of travel before leav-
ing the roadway and striking numerous trees.

The driver of the vehicle was not wearing a seat belt 
at the time of the crash and was pronounced deceased 
at the scene. Alcohol and speed are believed to be fac-
tors in the crash.

Troopers were assisted by the Ionia County Sher-
iff’s Office, Saranac Fire Department, LIFE EMS, Ionia 
County Central Dispatch and Reed and Hoppes Towing.

The investigation continues by the Michigan State 
Police Lakeview Post, 989-352-8444.

— Sarah Wright, Morning Sun

the state health depart-
ment has decided to estab-
lish a webpage dealing with 
PBB,” Task Force Chairper-
son Jane Keon stated in an 
email. “In particular, we 
have persisted in asking for 
a process for family mem-
bers to request the PBB re-
cords of a deceased relative 
from the state, which their 
new webpage will allow to 
occur.”

According to an MDHHS 
press release, like the task 
force, the agency is partner-
ing with Atlanta, Ga.-based 
Emory University to con-
duct health research proj-
ects that may benefit state 
residents who were affected 
by the PBB contamination 
in the early 1970’s.

“MDHHS is making ef-
forts to ensure that Mich-
iganders are provided key 
information on potential 
health impacts from PBB 
exposure, historical re-
search that had been con-
ducted by MDHHS, and 
how they can participate 
in future PBB research with 
Emory University,” MDHHS 
Chief Medical Executive Dr. 
Joneigh Khaldun stated in 
the news release.

In addition to the task 
force and Emory University 
researchers, the state’s PBB 

Citizens Advisory Board 
and Mid-Michigan District 
Health Department have 
been involved the past sev-
eral years in helping state 
residents who were exposed 
to PBB get answers to their 
questions regarding the ef-
fects the chemical has on 
human health.

“At present we are part-
nering with the PBB re-
search team from Emory 
in a clinical trial study that 
determines if ingestion of a 
certain substance helps the 
human body eliminate PBB 
faster than waiting for na-
ture to conduct its long pro-
cess,” Keon said.

The state’s PBB contam-
ination occurred in early 
1973 when the Michigan 
Chemical Co. in St. Louis 
shipped the fire retardant 
PBB to Farm Bureau Ser-
vices instead of magnesium 
oxide, a nutritional supple-
ment for livestock.

The PBB was mistakenly 
mixed with livestock feed 
and consumed by cattle, 
pigs and chickens.

However, after entering 
the food chain the mix-up 
wasn’t discovered for a year.

According to Emory Uni-
versity’s head researcher 
Dr. Michele Marcus, about 
60 percent of Michigan res-
idents still have some lev-
els of PBB in their bodies 
from contaminated food 
consumed from the origi-
nal incident.

Some of the health issues 
associated with PBB expo-
sure include thyroid issues, 
certain cancers, reproduc-
tive, digestive and joint 
problems, cognitive difficul-
ties such as dementia and 
autism, and immune dis-
eases, she noted.

Marcus added that work-
ers at the plant have the 
highest levels of PBB in 
their systems, followed by 
families of the employees, 
farm families and the aver-
age Michigan resident.

It is also known that 
mothers can transmit PBB 
to their children and there 
are also indications that 
men can do so as well, she 
said.

The task force and Em-
ory University have been 
working to help get indi-
vidual’s records transferred 
to the Michigan PBB Reg-
istry, get their blood tested 
for PBB and get them in-
volved in ongoing research 
studies.

Now, thanks to the new 
MDHHS webpage, anyone 
who has a deceased rela-
tive who participated in 
the Michigan Long-Term 
PBB Study conducted back 
in the late 1970s, can re-
quest that person’s histor-
ical study records from the 
state.

For more information go 
online to Michigan.gov/
PBB or call 800-648-6942.

PBB
FROM PAGE 1

By Paula Pasche
ppasche@medianewsgroup.com 
@paulapasche on Twitter

Michigan restaurants 
and bars, which have been 
shut down for indoor din-
ing since Nov. 18, will re-
ceive some help from the 
state.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 

announced a restaurant 
meal program which will 
allow SNAP benefits to be 
used for prepared meals. 
Also she announced an-
other liquor buyback pro-
gram for restaurants and 
bars similar to the one 
administered earlier this 
year.

The restaurant meal 

program will give eligi-
ble food assistance recipi-
ents the opportunity to use 
their benefits to purchase 
restaurant meals. Older 
adults over 60, people with 
a disability including those 
who receive Social Security 
Income or other disability 
program benefits, and peo-
ple experiencing homeless-

ness are among those who 
are eligible.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Hu-
man Services is opening 
the program for restau-
rants to enroll with the 
aim of providing diverse 
and affordable options 
for eligible participants 
across the state. Restau-

rants interested in part-
nering with MDHHS in 
this program are asked 
to visit the MDHHS web-
site, where they can learn 
more about program re-
quirements and how to 
enroll.

Restaurants are allowed 
to be open for carryout and 
outdoor dining.

STATE

Whitmer allows SNAP benefits to be used at restaurants

248-720-6069
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By Rick Mills
rimills@medianewsgroup.com 
@rickmills2 on Twitter

Police are seeking tips in their 
effort to find a missing Montcalm 
County woman who was last seen 
on New Year’s Eve.

Troopers from the Lakeview 
Post of the Michigan State Police 

said that 34-year-
old Jenna Lynn Ev-
ans was last seen 
leaving a residence 
on East Evergreen 
Road, near Stan-
ton, in Montcalm 
County.

Personal items 
were found near 
Vickeryville Road 

near Loon Lake, but she has not 
been seen since New Year’s Eve.

Evans is described as a white 
female, 5-feet tall and 115 pounds 
with brown eyes. She was last 
seen wearing a hooded sweat-
shirt, leggings and boots. Anyone 
with information on her location 
is asked to call the state police 
Lakeview Post at 989-352-8444.

MONTCALM COUNTY

ALMA

OFF THE SIDELINES 

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
Multimedia journalist

Twenty-two additional deaths 
from COVID-19 were announced 
across mid-Michigan Monday, in-
cluding eight in Gratiot County.

That is 4.4 new deaths on aver-
age per day during the reporting 
period, which started Wednesday. 

The state didn’t report numbers 
Thursday or Friday due to the 
New Years holiday.

The eight new deaths bring the 
county’s total to 77, but no infor-
mation from Mid-Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department to verify 
the deaths or provide information 
about who they were was imme-
diately available.

MMDHD stopped reporting 

new deaths and cases on its own 
dashboard two weeks ago, citing 
“geocoding” problems with the 
state data. The last number of 
deaths the health department re-
ported was 52.

It isn’t just Gratiot County, but 
it doesn’t appear to be all of their 
counties.

The health department also 
covers Montcalm and Clinton 
counties, and they are report-
ing fewer deaths in Montcalm. 
While the Michigan Department 
of Health and Human Services 
is reporting 69 COVID deaths 

in Montcalm County, MMDHD 
is reporting 53; while in Clinton 
County, the state is reporting 42 
deaths and MMDHD is report-
ing 41.

It does appear that MMDHD 
is reporting new confirmed CO-
VID-19. On Monday, MDHHS re-
ported a cumulative total of 2,242 
cases in Gratiot County; MMDHD 
reported 2,239. In Montcalm 
County, the state reported 2,874 
cases as of Monday; MMDHD re-
ported 2,866. In Clinton County, 
the state reported 3,888 cases as 
of Monday; MMDHD reported 

3,864.
An email sent to MMDHD 

spokeswoman Leslie Kinnee ask-
ing if they were getting accurate 
data from the state now has gone 
unanswered.

Three new deaths were re-
ported in Isabella County over the 
holiday weekend, and one was re-
ported in Clare County. It brings 
the total number of deaths in Isa-
bella County to 45 and 42 in Clare 
County.

No information on the people 
who died was immediately avail-

Twenty-two die from COVID since Wednesday

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
Multimedia journalist

A trooper with the Michigan 
State Police post in Mt. Pleasant 
was named 2020’s trooper of the 
year.

Joe McMillan, a detective 
sergeant at the 
post, was named 
2020’s Gerstacker 
Trooper of the 
Year, according to 
a press release.

The award was 
created in 1961 by 
Dr. Carl A. Ger-
stacker, former 
chairman of the 

board of Dow Chemical Company. 
It is given to troopers or sergeants 
in honor of their professional eth-
ics, dedication and for giving back 
to their communities.

In addition to handling high-
profile cases with the post and 
mentoring fellow troopers, Mc-
Millan was recognized for his 

MT. PLEASANT

Evans

McMillan

Det. sgt. at 
MP post 
honored
McMillan named 2020’s 
trooper of the Year

County woman 
missing since 
New Year’s Eve
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For the first time in several 
months Alma College athletes 
will be able to return to competi-
tion. All sports were postponed 
Sept. 9 when the Michigan 
Intercollegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation voted to cancel the fall 
sports seasons and not return 
to competition until 2021. Well, 
that time has arrived. Members 
of the Cheer and Stunt teams 
(right), as well as athletes on 
the men’s and women’s basket-
ball teams, and swimming and 
diving, wrestling and bowling 
teams are back on campus and 
preparing for their respective 
seasons, most beginning later 
this month, with the STUNT 
team making it debut with a Feb. 
7 meet at Davenport University. 

— Greg Nelson PHOTO COURTESY OF JEFF ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT OF ALMA COLLEGE.

Alma College 
resumes sports 
competition

By Erica Werner 
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON » House Dem-
ocrats vowed Monday to re-
new efforts on economic 
assistance - including state 
and local aid and potentially 
$2,000 checks to individuals 
- in the 117th Congress that 
is now getting underway.

House Democratic Cau-
cus Chairman Hakeem Jef-
fries, D-N.Y., said that the 
$2,000 checks amount to 
“unfinished business that 
should be continued as part 
of our effort to provide ad-
ditional relief to the Ameri-
can people.”

The House last week 
passed legislation provid-
ing for $2,000 relief checks, 
but Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., re-
jected the measure even 
though President Donald 
Trump was demanding it. 
Congress earlier approved 
a $900 billion coronavi-
rus relief bill that included 

$600 checks, legislation that 
Trump ultimately signed 
even while criticizing the 
size of the checks as “mea-
sly.”

Democrats anticipate 
writing a new relief bill once 
President-elect Joe Biden is 
sworn in Jan. 20. Its con-
tours are uncertain, how-
ever, and the path forward 
will depend on the out-
come of two Senate runoffs 
in Georgia on Tuesday that 
will determine which party 
controls the Senate.

“Our top priority as Dem-
ocrats will continue to be 
to crush the virus, provide 
direct relief to every day 
Americans who are strug-
gling, and to supercharge 
our economy,” Jeffries said. 

Jeffries and other House 
Democratic leaders ad-
dressed reporters at the 
Capitol on Monday, the sec-
ond day of the 117th Con-
gress.

Aid to state and local gov-
ernments, which was left 

out of the most recent re-
lief bill, remains a top pri-
ority for Democrats. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-
Calif., said Sunday that “we 
owe them more.”

“Our most urgent prior-
ity will be continuing to de-
feat the coronavirus, and de-
feat it we will” Pelosi said 
following her reelection as 
speaker.

Democratic Caucus Vice 
Chairman Rep. Pete Agu-
ilar, D-Calif., said Mon-
day that Democrats intend 
to “make sure that critical 
priorities we left behind, 
like state and local govern-
ments, are addressed in the 
future.”

However, House Demo-
crats often struggle to find 
unity even among them-
selves, a dynamic that could 
be exacerbated this year, as 
they govern with the small-
est House majority of either 
party in 20 years. 

They begin the session 
with a 222-to-211 advantage.

House Democrats vow new effort on economic aid
NATION

JACQUELYN MARTIN — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., has 
been reelected as House Speaker. She says 
aid to state and local governments is a 
priority for new stimulus package.

CORONAVIRUS IN MID-MICHIGAN

398 deaths were reported in state during the 
same time period, total stands at 12,678

UPDATE » PAGE 3

SNOW                                                                                               
High: Low:37 31 » PAGE A6

»    themorningsun.com

Morning Sun
Tuesday, January 5, 2021  $2.25 FACEBOOK.COM/MPMORNINGSUN TWITTER.COM/MPMORNINGSUN



Morning Sun - 01/05/2021 Page : A03

January 7, 2021 11:38 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Volume 43, issue 307

311 E. Superior Street 
Alma, MI 48801 
989-779-6000 

themorningsun.com
CONTACT US
Home Delivery Customer Service: 
888-349-4042, customerservice@ 
michigannewspapers.com

ADVERTISING
989-463-6071

STAFF
Publisher, Michigan Region: 
Greg Mazanec, mipublisher@
medianewsgroup.com 
Vice President of News,  
Don Wyatt: 248-285-9652,  
dwyatt@medianewsgroup.com
Local News: Rick Mills,  
989-779-6003, rmills@ 
medianewsgroup.com
Sports: Jim Lahde, 989-779-6061, 
jlahde@medianewsgroup.com
Director Circulation  
Operations:  
Danny Mogollon, dmogollon@
medianewsgroup.com

SUBSCRIPTIONS
All subscriptions are CONTINU-
OUS, which means it will auto-
matically renew at the end of the 
initial term.  You may cancel or 
modify your subscription at any 
time by calling Customer Service. 
You will be billed at the interval 
you have selected, which shall be 
your SUBSCRIPTION TERM.
All home delivery subscriptions 
will include the Thanksgiving 
edition, which will be charged at 
an additional $4.00. In addition, 
all home delivery subscriptions 
will include no more than three 
other special editions annually, 
which will be charged to the sub-
scriber’s account at $4.00 each. 
This will result in shortening the 
length of your SUBSCRIPTION 
TERM unless you notify us that 
you do not want to receive special 
editions. To opt out of all special 
editions, including Thanksgiving, 
please call customer service. Fu-
ture SUBSCRIPTION TERM prices 
are subject to change. 
Credit is offered for vacation 
interruptions after 14 days.  
You must call customer service to 
request an adjustment or refund.  
For information regarding our 
arbitration terms please visit 
http://medianewsgroup.com/
common/dfm/arbitration.pdf.
The Morning Sun strives for accu-
racy and fairness and will correct 
inaccuracies or clarify confusing 
information. Contact Local News 
Editor Rick Mills at 989-779-6003 
or rmills@medianewsgroup.com 
to report any concerns about 
today’s edition.

MI LOTTERY
Monday
Midday Daily 3: 5-7-8
Midday Daily 4: 3-4-2-1
Daily 3: 9-4-3
Daily 4: 3-0-4-5
Fantasy 5: 01-06-10-21-25
Keno: 02-13-15-16-21-23-
24-30 -33-34-41-42-44-
45-58-59-60-61-69-72-
73-79
Mega Millions: Estimated 
Jackpot: $432 million
Powerball: Estimated Jack-
pot: $410 million
The lottery numbers are not of-
ficial. Check www.michiganlot 
tery.com for confirmation.

A 21st Century Media  
Newspaper managed by  

MediaNews Group

Sarah Wright
Staff reporter
swright@medianewsgroup.com
989-779-6050

Greg Nelson
Staff reporter
989-779-6003
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com
 

Rick Mills 
Local news editor
rimills@medianewsgroup.com 
989-779-6003

Jim Lahde
Sports editor
jladhe@medianewsgroup.com
989-779-6061

Eric Baerren
Staff reporter
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
989-779-6066

For more ways to contact us,  
please visit us online at:

www.TheMorningSun.com/Contact

Candice Miller says she won’t run for 
governor in 2022

MOUNT CLEMENS » Candice Miller, a suburban Detroit 
official who has tackled environmental problems since 
leaving Congress, said Monday she won’t run for gov-
ernor in 2022.

Miller, a Republican, is a popular public works com-
missioner in Macomb County. Besides serving 14 years 
in Congress, she won two statewide races for secretary 
of state in the 1990s.

“I will not be a candidate for governor in 2022,” 
Miller, 66, said on Facebook.

“Improving water quality in our magnificent Great 
Lakes, upgrading and maintaining our infrastructure 
and being a positive component of economic prosperity 
for Macomb County — these remain my focus,” she said.

Miller’s disclosure is significant because it takes 
someone from a large county with statewide name 
recognition off the list of potential challengers to Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer.

Police: Older sibling arrested after girl, 8, 
shot in head

SOUTHFIELD » An 8-year-old girl has been shot in the 
head and her 20-year-old sibling arrested at an apart-
ment complex northwest of Detroit. The shooting oc-
curred about 7 p.m. Sunday in Southfield, police said.

Surgery was performed on the girl who was listed 
Monday in critical condition at a hospital. Police said 
the shooting was under investigation and the case was 
expected to be presented to the Oakland County pros-
ecutor for charges.

Virus concerns prompt postponement  
of snowmobile festival

GAYLORD » An event that draws snowmobile enthusiasts 
to northern Michigan has been postponed due to con-
cerns over the COVID-19 virus. The Michigan Snowmo-
bile Festival has been moved to February 2022, accord-
ing to the Gaylord Area Convention & Tourism Bureau, 
which has hosted it since 2015.

— Reports compiled by The Associated Press

State briefs

COVID-19 BRIEF

Slow vaccine rollout 
backfires in France
PARIS » France’s cautious 
approach to its virus vac-
cine rollout appears to have 
backfired. Only about 500 
people were vaccinated 
in the first week, rekin-
dling anger over the gov-
ernment’s handling of the 
pandemic. 

President Emmanuel 
Macron is holding a special 
meeting with top govern-
ment officials Monday to 
address the vaccine strat-
egy and other virus devel-
opments.

The slow rollout was 
blamed on mismanagement 
and staffing shortages dur-
ing end-of-year vacations.

— The Associated Press

By Rick Mills
rimills@medianewsgroup.com 
@rickmills2 on Twitter

A man who walked in 
front of oncoming traffic 
was injured on East Pick-
ard Road (M-20) east of Mt. 
Pleasant Sunday evening.

The man walked into 
traffic near Hyde Road, at 
the US-127 interchange east 
of Mt. Pleasant, and was hit 
by a car at about 6:30 p.m., 
state police said in a press 
release.

“Troopers found that a 
male pedestrian had been 
struck by a vehicle after he 
ran into the road in an area 
not designated as a cross-
walk,” police said. “The pe-
destrian had minor injuries 
and was transported to the 
hospital.”

They said alcohol is not 
believed to be a factor and 
the driver was not at fault.

The accident remains un-
der investigation.

MT. PLEASANT

A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

On September 8, 1927 in Flint, Michigan, a young 
woman named H. Hattie Barber gave birth to a 
baby girl. Hattie named the baby Rita Marie. In De-
cember 1927, Rita Marie was adopted by Pearl Ed-
win and Edith (neé Beard or Baird) Newman, who 
each had a son from previous marriages (Roderic 
Newman and Elgin Davis, respectively), and she 
was renamed Marie Elizabeth Newman. Before she 
turned 4 years old, both Pearl and Edith had died, 
and after brief stays with her grandparents, Wil-
liam Henry and Charlotte Newman and her Aunt 
Hannah, she was taken in by her uncle Howard 
Newman, Pearl’s brother, and Howard’s wife Edna 
(neé Brown) who lived in Lansing, Michigan. They 
became her “forever” parents and her “forever” 
family as she was welcomed by an older sister, Lor-
rayne, and a younger sister, Norma Jean. Thus, 
began our Mom’s life.  Mom’s life in the Newman 
family revolved around school (Pattengill Junior 
High and Lansing Eastern High – class of 1946), 
church (Pennsylvania Avenue Baptist Church), 
and family, especially the extensive Sam and Re-
becca Brown family. Although her parents always 
hoped she would marry one of the young men in 
her church, Mom married her classmate Dennis 
Andrew after graduating from high school. The two 
moved to Florida where our father was stationed 
at the naval air station near Pensacola, and it was 
there that Linda was born in 1948. When Dad was 
transferred to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, Mom and 
Linda returned to Lansing. Dad joined them there 
after leaving the U.S. Navy. In Lansing, their family 
was rounded out by the birth of Denise (1951) and 
Bill (1953). In the mid-1950s, the family moved to 
Greenville, Michigan and in the early 1960s, they 
moved to Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. In August 1965, 
Dad died from injuries suffered in an automobile 
accident. As a widow Mom was supported by won-
derful friendships, including those with Jerry and 
Faith Hotchkin, Jean Morey, Bill and Irene Evans, 
Chris Hoffman and Gary Snow, Janet Kline, and 
Barb Braendle. Mom remained living in Mt. Pleas-
ant until moving to Florida to live near Denise in 
2014; she remained there in the loving care of 
Denise and Bill until her passing on January 1, 
2021. Mom always worked. While in Greenville she 
worked in various businesses and also commuted 
to Grand Rapids. In Mt. Pleasant she worked for 
the Hubscher Company, Hartman Motor, and 
Krapohl Ford. During those years she also volun-
teered as a Gray Lady at the hospital. After retire-
ment she volunteered as an election judge, for the 
Green Thumb agency and HATS, and as a chaper-
one for visits between children and their non-cus-
todial parents. We think this last volunteer job was 
probably her favorite as she often talked about how 
much she enjoyed getting to know the children. 
Mom’s life was not an easy one. In addition to the 
early losses in her life, she struggled from her teen 
years on with a form of lymphedema that affected 
her mobility, especially in later years. She faced 
her years as a single mom and widow with great 
86:<$967* /$! 7<: 15;< '/8 -11<! '567 ;4$ /$! &4#7 
love. She imparted to us a love of home, travel, 
knitting, gardening, and family. We have many 
memories that we will cherish for all our lives and 
we miss her greatly. Mom was preceded in death by 
her parents Howard and Edna Newman, husband 
Dennis Andrew, sister and brother-in-law Lorrayne 
/$! 2<:. +1/,5$* /$! 8"$)5$)1/' 3"$$% +7/$!1<:( 
She is survived by her sister Jean (Portland, OR); 
daughters Denise Chandler (Live Oak, FL) and 
Linda Sherwood (John; Bozeman, MT); son Bill An-
drew (Live Oak, FL); grandchildren Cindy Eichorst 
(Steve; Macomb, MI), Zachary Chandler (Ariel; 
Jacksonville, FL), Renee Chandler (Gainesville, 
FL), Morgan Stangl (Matt; St. Louis Park, MN), Ty 
Sherwood (Bozeman, MT), and Aaron Andrew (Kiki; 
Indianapolis, IN); and  great grandchildren Austin 
Eichorst, Ethan Eichorst, Eli Stangl, Cora Stangl, 
Tamia Andrew, and Hermoni Andrew; as well as 
several nieces, nephews and cousins. Rest easy 
Mom. We love you. Cremation has taken place and 
no services are planned at this time. A private fam-
ily gathering will be held in the future. Please sign 
the Guest Book at Daniels Funeral Home (www.da-
nielsfuneralhome.com). If desired, donations can 
be made in Marie’s memory to support treatment 
for those with lymphedema (lymphedematreatmen-
tact.org) or to HATS (www.hatsweb.org).
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able, although a request for 
information was sent to 
Central Michigan District 
Health Department.

An additional 95 cases 
was reported in Isabella 
County, bringing its cumu-
lative total to 3,175; and an 
additional 122 cases were 
reported in Clare County, 
bringing its cumulative to-
tal to 1,110.

Elsewhere in mid-Mich-
igan, new deaths were re-
ported in three counties, 
with totals and cumulative 
cases as follows:

• In Gladwin County, two 
more deaths were reported 
for a total of 30, and an ad-
ditional 33 cases were re-
ported for a cumulative to-
tal of 1,067.

• In Midland County, 
an additional three deaths 
were reported for a total of 
45, and an additional 122 
cases were reported for a 
cumulative total of 3,608.

• In Mecosta County, an 
additional 46 cases were 
reported for a cumula-
tive total of 1,621, with 14 
deaths.

Statewide, another 398 
deaths were reported since 
Wednesday for a total of 
12,678, and another 8,197 
cases were reported Mon-
day for a cumulative to-
tal of 502,119. While MD-
HHS didn’t report new 
deaths and cases on Thurs-
day, they did report them 
on Saturday. According to 
that update, more than 200 
of the deaths they reported 
that day happened within 
the last 30 days and were 
discovered during a review 
of death certificates.

Update
FROM PAGE 1

community work. He 
coaches youth sports — in-
cluding baseball and bas-
ketball — and, with his 
spouse, hosts bi-weekly 
meetings so they can pro-
vide advice and support to 
other married couples.

He enlisted in the MSP in 
2008, and after graduating 
with the 121st Trooper Re-
cruit School, served at the 
Bridgeport and Tri-Cities 
posts before coming to Mt. 
Pleasant.

Honor
FROM PAGE 1

Pedestrian hit by 
car and injured

To place an obituary,

please contact us at: 877.271.1272 or 248.745.4500
(Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.)

For more information, contact us at:

obits@newspaperclassifieds.com

Honor your loved one by sharing
their unique story…their journey,

accomplishments, passions and wisdom
…and provide information about their
commemoration with an obituary or

memoriam.

To place an obituary

FREDERICK R. “FRITZ” REEDEED

Remembering...

REED Frederick R. “Fritz” Reed, age
59, of Powell,

passed away unexpectedly Monda
y,August 27, 2007. He

was a graduate of Harvard Univer
sity and The Ohio State

University Law School. During
his career he practiced

law with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, served

as Chief Financial Officer for
Wendy’s International

and most recently worked as a business consultant

for Development Specialists, In
c. He will be dearly

missed by his wife of 16 years, Ja
ne; sister, Jane Prause;

sister-in-law, Janet (Michael) K
edik; uncle, Charles

E. (Patricia) Reed; mother-in-law
, Carol G. Williams;

brothers-in-law, John D. (Dorot
hy) Williams and Barry J. (Phi

lippa) Williams;

nieces and nephews, David (Mel
issa) Black, Sarah Black, Matthe

w Reed, Samuel

Reed, Margaret (Joel) Strom, Sa
rah (Kevin) Mueller, John Carl (

Sarah) Williams,

James B. (Holly) Williams, Coli
n (Elaine) Williams, Charlotte (L

ewis) Muir and

Lesley (Wes) Patterson; step-nep
hew, Calvin Kedik; 7 grand-niec

es and nephews;

2 step-grand-nieces and nephews
; and many friends. Fritz was pr

eceded in death

by his parents Carl R. and Maria
n Faler Reed, brother David Ree

d, brother-in-law

Robert H. Prause, father-in-law Ja
mes T. Williams and aunts and un

cle Ellen ‘Susie’

Reed, Ruth Reed (Warren) Calver
t. Friends may call 2-5 and 7-9 p.m

. Wednesday at

SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST
CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road. P

rivate graveside

service and interment at Lithopol
is Cemetery. A Memorial Service

will be held at 1

p.m. Thursday, August 30, 2007 a
t All Saints Lutheran Church, 677

0 North High St.

Worthington with Pastors Glenn
Zorb and William Saunders officiating. In lieu of

flowers, contributions may be ma
de to the Frederick R. Reed Scho

larship Fund at

the OSU Moritz College of Law,
c/o Lisa Ballmann, OSU Moritz

College of Law,

55 West 12th Avenue, Columbus
OH 43210 or the All Saints Ev. L

utheran Church

Endowment Fund, in his memory
. Visit www.schoedinger.com to s

end condolences

to his family. “Sign the online gue
stbook at www.dispatch.com/obit

uaries”

We will help you
create an obituary
to treasure for years
to come. Included
with every obituary
is a commemorative
plaque of your loved
one’s obituary.
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Crystal Township talks tax time building occupancy  
Board also questions in-person meeting procedures  

By Brandon Schreur | on January 06, 2021  

 

Crystal Township Treasurer Nancy Mills, right, brings up the topic of building occupancy during tax time at Crystal 
Township’s meeting in December while Trustee Roger Martin listens. — DN Photo | Brandon Schreur 

CRYSTAL TOWNSHIP — Around this time in an average year, township treasurer offices typically find people 
stopping by to pay their winter taxes. 

For many municipalities, such as Crystal Township, this year will look somewhat different. 

The topic of building occupancy and how the township intends to promote health and safety practices during tax 
season was brought up by Treasurer Nancy Mills during the Crystal Township Board’s meeting in December. 

“I got people banging on my door even though it says that I’m closed,” Mills told board members. “I realize that 
people want to pay their taxes. We have mail and we have a drop-box. There are scenarios when we can take cash. 
People still do not pay attention to the signs telling them to stay out in the hallway when there’s somebody else in my 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/bschreur/


 

office. (Clerk Patty Baker-Marek) had to deal with this when it was the election. Now that it’s tax time, I’m in the hot 
spot.” 

With winter taxes due on Feb. 15, Mills said she’d like the township to look into some of the practices that Montcalm 
County government buildings have adopted. 

“They’re taking your temperature and you need to write down your name, address and contact information,” she said. 
“We’re doing none of that. I’m going to keep my door locked.” 

Crystal Township Fire Chief Mike Fitzpatrick pointed out that township offices can remain open under Michigan 
Department of Health & Human Services’ (MDHHS) guidelines as long as there is a proper health and safety plan in 
place. 

“The Health Department has a packet you can download off the internet for businesses on how to reopen and the 
guidelines that you have to follow,” Fitzpatrick said. “Technically, you could be audited. There are places being 
audited and fined that don’t have that in place. The reason I’m speaking up is because I’m assuming that whatever 
policies and procedures the board adopts, we’re going to have to have the same policies and guides for the fire 
department.” 

Fitzpatrick said firefighters are currently following guidelines similar to those put out by MDHHS. 

“We’ve had some exposures and different things that have taken place,” he admitted. “We try to be as proactive as 
possible, but there are some situations, since we are frontline workers, where we don’t have the options as some other 
places to mitigate exposure.” 

With no township-wide health and safety plan currently approved, Mills said she wasn’t comfortable letting a large 
number of people into her office. 

“Since we don’t have a plan, I’m going back to what I was doing before,” she said. “There are two days that I have to 
be in here and perhaps let people into the building. I’m sticking with that until we have something else in place. 
Otherwise, we’re up for a fine, possibly. Or just widespread COVID.” 

Some audience members suggested board members look at the MDHHS’s recommended guidelines and vote to adopt 
them as township policy either at a special meeting or during January’s regular meeting. 

“The problem is, right now, if we don’t act, we have people who want to pay this month (December) for their taxes 
and then you’ve got the rest of us who want to wait until the last day to pay them,” Supervisor Curt McCracken 
pointed out. 

“We’re talking about a policy for the safety of the people here and the safety of the people coming here,” Crystal 
resident Barb Leonard said from the audience. “If it’s something that’s already provided, I’m suggesting that you 
don’t need to rewrite the whole thing. Share that with each other and vote on it next month.” 

With board members in agreement upon that topic, Mills pointed out that meeting procedures also might need some 
revising. 

Having held in-person meetings either inside the Community Center’s gym or outside the front of the building 
throughout 2020, Mills questioned if the township should transition to virtual meetings in light of the health 
department’s orders and local COVID cases. 



 

“When it comes down to it, we should not be here right now,” she said while seated in a room with about 15 other 
people. “According to this paper (from MDHHS), this meeting should be held over Zoom.” 

While other board members were hesitant to pull the trigger on initiating virtual meetings and wanted to wait to see 
how the state’s rules regarding open meetings were extended before making any decisions, Kelly Martin of Crystal 
said she was in favor of giving residents more options when attending meetings. 

“I think if we could find a way to have someone help us set-up Zoom or a Facebook live video, it would allow people 
to watch it from home on a live stream,” she said. “It’d protect people in this time, but it would also open up the 
opportunity for people who pay taxes in this community who aren’t living here year-round. In years past, coming to 
these meetings, they were packed. Hardly anyone is coming anymore because of COVID. I don’t think it’s because 
they don’t want to be here.” 

“We’re kind of denying them the opportunity to participate because we’re not virtual,” Mills agreed. 

The Crystal Township Board is next scheduled to meet at 7 p.m. Jan. 13. 
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Local COVID deaths slowing after tough December  
Vaccines gradually being distributed in Montcalm, Ionia counties 

By Elisabeth Waldon | on January 06, 2021  

 

Mid-Michigan District Health Department Emergency Preparedness Coordinator Hailey Brewer, receives a Moderna 
vaccine from MMDHD Public Health Nurse Bethann McPherson. — Submitted photo 

Montcalm County suffered a stunning total of 43 COVID-related deaths in December, an average of more than one 
death per day, a trend which thankfully is now declining. 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/


 

From March 2020 to the present, Montcalm County has had 70 COVID-related deaths — 58 of them occurring in 
November (15 deaths) and December (43 deaths). Those include three deaths on Nov. 7, three on Dec. 5, three on 
Dec. 12, four on Dec. 13, four on Dec. 15 and three on Dec. 17, according to the state of Michigan. 

Montcalm County has not had any COVID-related deaths since Dec. 29, according to the state. 

Ionia County also saw its deadliest COVID months in the same time frame. Of Ionia County’s total of 47 COVID-
related deaths since March 2020, 35 of them occurred in November (12 deaths) and December (23 deaths), including 
four deaths on Dec. 4, according to the state of Michigan. 

Ionia County has not had any COVID-related deaths since Dec. 25, according to the state. 

Montcalm County has reported a total of 2,890 COVID cases from March 2020 to the present, while Ionia County has 
reported a total of 3,499 COVID cases from March 2020 to the present. 

COVID vaccines from Moderna are gradually being administered to healthcare employees and other frontline workers 
in Ionia and Montcalm counties. 

  

MONTCALM COUNTY VACCINES 

The Mid-Michigan District Health Department (or MMDHD, which covers Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm counties) 
received 5,500 Moderna vaccines for local hospitals, plus another 300 vaccines for Clinton County, 400 for Montcalm 
County and 600 for Gratiot County, according to the state. 



 

 

Mid-Michigan District Health Department Health Officer Marcus Cheatham receives a Moderna vaccine from 
MMDHD Public Health Nurse Becky Stoddard. — Submitted photo 

The MMDHD began administering the COVID vaccines to priority groups on Dec. 28 — including emergency 
medical services, medical first responders and frontline health care workers not already being vaccinated through their 
hospital or organization, according to MMDHD Public Information Officer Leslie Kinnee, who added that staff and 
residents at skilled nursing facilities will be vaccinated through national pharmacy chains in coordination with the 
federal government. 

Residents of Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm counties who would like to be notified when the vaccine will be available 
to them can visit mmdhd.org/covid-center/ and fill out the “Vaccine Notification” form. 

http://mmdhd.org/covid-center/


 

Businesses that would like their employees vaccinated may call the MMDHD and request to be added to the 
notification list. Montcalm County businesses should call (989) 831-5237, option 2. 

The MMDHD did not return a message from the Daily News on Tuesday asking how many vaccinations have been 
issued to date through that health department. 

Montcalm County Emergency Services Director Eric Smith told the Daily News on Tuesday that about 20% of his 
employees received the vaccine when it was offered. 

“Some were very ready and signed up for the first spot they could, while others are waiting a bit to allow their 
comfort level to rise, and some are just against it,” Smith said. “It is voluntary for EMS folks at this point and 
everyone knows there is more vaccine on the way and there will be more clinics soon.” 

Smith said Sparrow Carson Hospital offered clinics on five different days and administered 400 doses, while the 
MMDHD has had one clinic so far and administered 120 doses. 

“It has been quite the process to plan and prepare for the vaccinations to arrive and to get as many of our local people 
vaccinated as we could once it did,” Smith said. “We have been very fortunate to have great partners in Sparrow 
Carson Hospital and the Mid-Michigan District Health Department. It was apparent that there would not be enough 
vaccine coming locally to get everyone at one time and/or one place, so we identified which agencies would be 
vaccinated where and got the message out to everyone.” 

Montcalm County Sheriff Mike Williams told the Daily News on Tuesday that about 40 of his office’s 45 employees 
received the vaccine at Sparrow Carson Hospital. 

“They had the safest and most efficient setup I’ve ever seen for that type of event,” he said of the Carson City 
hospital. “We’re lucky to have such a great resource within our county. 

“We’ve only had a few people decline, and a few having to delay it due to other circumstances,” Williams added of 
his employees. “Our employees have only had minor side effects, most which consisted of mild injection site 
pain. I’m hopeful that area hospitals and the health department continue to get the vaccine distributed as fast as 
possible. I’ve offered the resources of the Sheriff’s Office for any kind of mass vaccination events, if 
needed. Personally, I think that the only way to end this pandemic is for everyone that can to get vaccinated.” 

  

IONIA COUNTY VACCINES 

The Ionia County Health Department received 900 Moderna vaccines for local hospitals and another 600 Moderna 
vaccines for the county health department, according to the state. 



 

 

Brittni Brummette administers a Moderna COVID-19 vaccine during a drive-thru clinic Tuesday offered by the Ionia 
County Health Department. Health Officer Ken Bowen said by the end of this week, the county health department 
will have 130 doses remaining of an initial 600 doses received, the rest of which will be used early next week. —
 Submitted photo 

Ionia County Health Officer Ken Bowen told the Daily News that by the end of this week, his health department will 
have 130 doses of the 600 doses left, which will be used early next week. 

“We do not expect any more Moderna vaccine until toward the end of January,” Bowen noted. 

Bowen said Sparrow Health is handling the “vast majority” of medical staff vaccinations in Ionia County and 
Spectrum Health is handling their own staff as well, while the Ionia County Health Department is handling some 
other local groups, such as emergency medical service employees. 



 

Ionia County Central Dispatch Director Jim Valentine told the Daily News that six out of 15 Central Dispatch 
employees have either been vaccinated or signed up to be vaccinated, including Valentine himself. 

Visit the Ionia County Health Department’s Facebook page for more information about future COVID vaccines. 

  

HOSPITAL VACCINES 

Sparrow Health Spokesman John Foren told the Daily News on Tuesday that Sparrow Carson Hospital received 400 
vaccine doses and has administered 330 (including to 125 caregivers); Sparrow Ionia Hospital received 700 doses and 
has administered 160 to date (including to 140 caregivers); Sparrow Eaton Hospital received 700 doses and has 
administered 160 (including to 140 caregivers); and Sparrow Clinton Hospital received 1,100 doses and has 
administered 396 (including to 86 caregivers). Foren said community hospitals will be offering additional clinics this 
week. 

Sheridan Community Hospital Marketing & Promotions Director Holly Smith told the Daily News on Tuesday that 
the Sheridan hospital will have distributed 80 of its initial 100 doses by the end of Wednesday to healthcare 
employees and other frontline workers in the community. 

Spectrum Health Communications Specialist John Norton told the Daily News on Tuesday that United Hospital in 
Greenville has given 445 doses of the vaccine to hospital employees, plus another 320 doses were given to employees 
at Pennock Hospital in Hastings. Norton did not specify how many doses Spectrum initially received. 
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The Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD) began the monumental task of administering the
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine to priority groups on December 28.

 Those priority groups include emergency medical services (EMS), medical first responders, and frontline health
care workers not already being vaccinated through their hospital or organization. Staff and residents at skilled
nursing facilities will be vaccinated through national pharmacy chains, in coordination with the federal
government.

 It will take time for MMDHD to work through the priority groups and get to the point where the vaccine will be
available to the general public. Until then, residents should continue to wear their face masks, practice social
distancing, wash hands often, and follow isolation and quarantine guidelines when appropriate.

 Residents of Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm counties who would like to be notified when the vaccine will be
available to them should visit www.mmdhd.org/covid-center/ and fill out the “Vaccine Notification” form.

 Businesses that would like its employees vaccinated may call MMDHD and request to be added to the
notification list. Clinton County businesses should call 989-224-2195, option 2. Gratiot County businesses
should call 989-875-3681, option 2. Montcalm County businesses should call 989-831-5237, option 2.

 The Moderna vaccine requires two doses, 28 days apart. Individuals should receive both doses to be considered
fully protected. There is no out-of-pocket cost to individuals for the vaccine.

 The vaccine cannot give someone COVID-19. The vaccine gives your body a code which helps it recognize the
virus, so your body can fight it off in the future. After vaccination, it is common to experience some mild side
effects, which is a normal sign that your body is building protection from the virus. If side effects are
experienced, they last no more than one or two days and may include injection site pain, a low-grade fever, and
headache.

 Both the Moderna and the Pfizer vaccines have undergone the same rigorous process that was used to create safe
and effective vaccines for the flu, polio, measles, whooping cough and more. While the COVID-19 vaccines
were developed rather quickly, no steps were skipped in their development. Instead, modifications to the process
were made to shorten the timeline without sacrificing safety. These include:

 – Overlapping phase I and phase II clinical trials.
– Beginning the manufacturing process during phase III clinical trials.

 – Developing vaccine delivery plans prior to approval.
 For the latest COVID-19 information, including vaccine distribution and explanation of the priority groups, visit

www.mmdhd.org and click on the Coronavirus banner at the top of the page.

http://gcherald.com/category/news/
http://gcherald.com/mid-michigan-district-health-department-begins-administering-covid-19-vaccine/2021/01/06/feed/
http://gcherald.com/category/health/
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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Two people in Isabella County 
and two in Clare County were 
among the nine COVID-19 deaths 
reported Tuesday afternoon. 

It brings the number of Isabella 
County deaths reported since last 
Wednesday to five, including two 
on New Year’s Eve and one on New 
Year’s Day.

On New Year’s Eve, two women 
— one middle aged and one el-
derly woman with underlying 
health conditions — died; a mid-
dle-aged man died on New Year’s 
Day, said Steve Hall, health officer 

COVID-19 UPDATE

Nine new 
deaths 
reported 
in region

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

A former assistant attorney gen-
eral was formally accused of mis-

conduct during his prosecution of 
a man accused of a 2016 rape on 
Tuesday morning.

Brian Kolodziej, 41, was charged 
with two counts of misconduct in 
office that took place during his 

2019 prosecution of Ian 
Elliott, who he accused of 
raping Rachel Wilson Aug. 
31, 2016.

One of the charges 
brought against Kolodziej 
by the Kent County Pros-
ecutor’s Office was that 
Kolodziej had an intimate 
sexual relationship during 
the case.

The other was that 
Kolodziej manipulated a 
pre-sentence report that 
the prosecution says made 
Elliott appear more culpa-
ble than he really was.

In late July 2018, 
Kolodziej had secured a no 
contest plea to one count of 
third-degree criminal sex-

ual conduct from Elliott in the Wil-

son case in exchange for dismiss-
ing two other counts of CSC-3 and 
one count of assault with intent to 
commit sexual assault.

The deal also saw the dismissal 
of a second case involving one 
count of CSC-3 involving a second 
victim. The second victim accused 
Elliott of raping her during a No-
vember 2014 fraternity party.

Ex-assistant attorney general who tried 2016 
rape case faces two counts of misconduct

MID-MICHIGAN

Ian Elliott prosecutor charged

MORNING SUN FILE PHOTO

Pictured is the Warwick Living Center in Alma. The facility will close permanently, officials announced, citing the swift and unprecedented 
changes necessitated by the deadly coronavirus pandemic, which has hit nursing facilities all across the U.S. especially hard.

By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
resulted in the permanent clo-
sure of one Gratiot County nurs-
ing home.

Officials at the Michigan Ma-
sonic Home, which owns the 45-
bed Warwick Living Center in 
Alma, announced that the fa-
cility would “discontinue oper-
ations” on March 12.

Employees, residents and 
their families were notified of 
the decision on Monday by CEO 

Mike Logan.
“With the pandemic we must 

acknowledge the future of 
long-term care will be forever 
changed, and now is the time 
to reimage that future,” he said 
in a press release.

According to the Michigan 
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services, prior to CO-
VID-19, nursing home utili-
zation in Gratiot County was 
“over-bedded.”

The Michigan Masonic Home 
had maintained a combined av-
erage skilled care census of 

more than 90 percent at the 
Warwick Living Center and Ma-
sonic Pathways, the home’s pri-
mary facility on Wright Avenue, 
which had housed about 350 res-
idents.

“Today, with the devastation 
wrought by the pandemic, our 
census has fallen below 70 per-
cent,” Logan said. “With the cur-
rent shift away from nursing 
homes to home - and commu-
nity-based care settings, it will 
be years, if ever, before we re-
establish our pre-COVID num-
bers.”

Moving forward the War-
wick Living Center and Ma-
sonic Pathways will “merge op-
erations,” he added.

All Warwick residents who 
choose to do so, will have the op-
portunity to move to Masonic’s 
main campus a few blocks away.

“We are preparing a special 
unit for our Warwick family 
and residents will have a choice 
of rooms within that neighbor-
hood,” Logan said. “For those ex-
periencing dementia our newly 
remodeled Memory Care unit 

ALMA

PANDEMIC PERMANENTLY 
SHUTTERS LIVING CENTER 

Michigan Masonic Home group elects to ‘discontinue operations’ at local nursing home

Kolodziej

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

The newly rebranded Buck 
92.3FM & AM 830 WMMI radio 
station provides classic country 
music to listeners around the Is-
abella County area.

The change officially took place 
on Monday, Jan. 4 at 6 a.m. and 
features classic country music, 
mostly from the 70s, 80s and 90s 
as well as some songs from the 
early 2000s.

The station previously featured 
news and talk radio before the 
owners of WCZY/WMMI Latitude 
Media, LLC, Bob and Laurie Pe-
ters, and operations manager/air 

MT. PLEASANT

Buck 92 Radio 
now features 
classic country
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2020 CHEVROLET BLAZER 2 LT

Only 4,000 Miles
3.6L V6 Engine, Heated Seats, Factory Remote Start,

Power Liftgate, Flawless NEW!

2017 BUICK ENCLAVE
LEATHER

Only 25,000 Miles
Immaculate Condition, Chrome Wheels, Dual Sunroofs,

NAVIGATION, Power Liftgate, Third Row Seating!

or about
$429.00 Per Month

$29,995 /NOW
ONLY

or about
$398.00 Per Month

$27,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

2020 JEEP COMPASS
LIMITED 4X4

Only 1,000 Miles
Showroom NEW! Heated/Cooled Leather, Advanced Safety Package,

Remote Start, Dual Power Seats, Four Wheel Drive

or about
$359.00 Per Month

$25,995 /ONLY

2018 GMC TERRAIN SLE-2

Only 23,000 Miles
Gorgeous Satin Steel Metallic Color, Heated Seats,

Factory Remote Start, Apple Car Play, Fantastic Gas MPG+

or about
$289.00 Per Month

$19,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

COMPARE
ANYWHERE
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The following filed in Is-
abella County to do busi-
ness as:

• Jennifer L. Shamlin, 
Actually Clean, 1638 E. 
High St., Mt. Pleasant.

• Darlene K. Petty, Top 
Profits, 8649 S. Loomis, Lot 
15, Shepherd.

• Gregory J. Kennedy, 
Greg’s Appliance Service, 
7400 E. Remus Road, Mt. 
Pleasant.

• Thomas G. Prout, Prout 
Custom Auto, 8397 E. Rose-
bush Road, Mt. Pleasant.

• Jay C. Martin, Lake-
farer, 1339 Tomah Road, 
Mt. Pleasant.

• Jason Weber, Jason 
Weber’s Firewood, 2640 N. 
Winn Road, Mt. Pleasant.

• Eli Byler and Alma By-
ler, Rolling Country Met-
als, 8649 W. Deerfield Road, 
Blanchard.

• Amanda R. Vanhoose, 
A manda’s  T herapeu-
tic Bodywork, 2755 N. John-
son Road, Weidman.

• Greg Martin, Martin 
Drain Cleaning, 1781 N. 
Sherman Road, Remus.

• Scott Bunker, Scott’s 
Autobody and Detailing, 
10938 E. River Road, mt. 
Pleasant.

• James Greene and Tay-

lor Stalter, Swoleconnect, 
25 N. Lincoln Road, Mt. 
Pleasant.

• Kirti V. Patel, Wold’s 
Motel, 901 E. Bennett Ave., 
Mt. Pleasant.

• Trevor Heckard, Trev-
or’s Handyman Service, 
1020 Cortez Drive, Weid-
man.

• Timothy Swain and 
Alison Swain, Sky Ranch 
Whitetails, 11682 W. Bawkey 
Road, Barryton.

• Matthew Basko, Mas-
terpiece Custom Kitchens, 
1768 E. Vernon Road, Rose-
bush.

• Lucinda M. Human, 
Star H Equine Insurance, 
258 Brindle Lane, Advance, 
N.C.

• Julia A. Becker, Becker 
Convention Services, 2382 
Joseph Drive, Mt. Pleasant.

• Jonas Raber, Raber Saw 
Mill, 6712 W. Pleasant Val-
ley Road, Blanchard.

• Zachary S. Ferrier, Mid 
Michigan Setters, 3911 S. 
Shepherd Road, Mt. Pleas-
ant.

• Kent Vo and Kimly 
Nguyen, Sky Salon, 1803 S. 
Mission St., Mt. Pleasant.

• Tyler K. Merrihew, Mer-
rihew Welding, 405 S. Lea-
ton Road, Mt. Pleasant.

ISABELLA COUNTY BUSINESS FILINGS

Sentencings in Isabella 
County Trial Court:

• Jennifer L. Bugleisi, 
40, Farwell, use of con-
trolled substance, $825 fine 
and costs, 12 months’ pro-
bation, 15 days in jail; use 
of controlled substance, 12 
months’ probation, 15 days 
in jail.

• Ashley M. Griffin-De, 29, 
Mt. Pleasant, domestic vio-
lence second, $125 fine and 
costs, 12 months’ probation, 

60 days in jail.
• Steven M. Mini, 30, 

Mt. Pleasant, assault/bat-
tery, $882 fine and costs, 10 
months’ probation, six days 
in jail.

• Kiel A. Nickerson, 29, Mt. 
Pleasant, operating while 
visibly impaired, $1,025 fine 
and costs, six months’ proba-
tion, 21 days in jail.

• Jacob M. Redmond, 25, 
Traverse City, use of con-
trolled substance, $475 fine 
and costs, 60 days in jail.

ISABELLA COUNTY SENTENCINGS

Elliott was sentenced to 
a year in prison in early Au-
gust 2018.

Approximately a month 
later, Kolodziej abruptly re-
signed from his post as as-
sistant attorney general and 
his affair with Wilson was 
revealed. Attorney General 
Dana Nessel announced 
an internal investigation 
and asked the Kent County 
Prosecutor’s Office to  
launch a criminal investi-
gation.

The Kent County Prose-
cutor’s Office, led by Chris-
topher Becker, was assisted 
by a state police detective 
from the Region VI, the 
state police region to which 
Kent and Isabella counties 
belong.

The internal investi-
gation led to personnel 
changes within the Office 
of the Attorney General, 
but the report was withheld 
from the public because of 
the ongoing criminal inves-
tigation. After charges were 
filed, a spokeswoman with 
the AG’s office said that be-
cause of the ongoing crimi-
nal case, they would only re-
lease its contents on Beck-
er’s express permission.

An email was sent to 
Becker asking if they would 
release their hold on the in-

ternal report.
While the investigation 

was ongoing, Nessel and 
Elliott’s attorney, Joe Bar-
beri, negotiated a new plea 
deal. It saw Elliott’s single 
charge reduced to fourth-
degree criminal sexual con-
duct, a misdemeanor. It also 
moved his from the public 
sex offenders’ registry to a 
non-public registry.

Elliott was also trans-
ferred to the Isabella County 
Jail to serve the rest of his 
sentence.

When he announced 
charges against Kolodziej, 
Becker said that his of-
fice also took a look at an 
Oakland County case. Due 
to what Nessel referred to 
as “prosecutorial miscon-
duct,” first-degree crimi-
nal sexual conduct involv-
ing a child under 13 were 
dropped against a 71-year-
old Oakland County man 
and his 46-year-old stepson.

Becker said that they 
failed to find anything that 
amounted to criminal be-
havior.

Before joining the Office 
of the Attorney General in 
2018, Kolodziej prosecuted 
sex crimes for the Macomb 
County Prosecutor’s Office.

Questions have con-
tinued to swirl regarding 
the-then AG’s vetting pro-
cess, since after Kolodziej’s 
resignation from its office 
it was revealed that he’d 
been demoted from those 

duties due to concerns that 
he was getting too person-
ally close to criminal com-
plainants. At the time, Bill 
Schuette was Michigan At-
torney General.

The AG’s office had 
picked up the Elliott case 
after it was dropped by 
the Isabella County Prose-
cutor’s Office in mid-2018. 
Elliott was bound over for 
trial during the winter and 
was headed for trial when 
then-Interim Prosecutor 
Robert Holmes ordered 
the charges dropped.

In October 2018, a vic-
tim account story from 
Wilson’s perspective was 
published in Central 
Michigan University’s stu-
dent newspaper, CM Life. 
Less than a month later, 
Schuette’s office picked up 
the case and Kolodziej was 
assigned.

Kolodziej is scheduled 
for a preliminary exam at 
1:15 p.m. on Feb. 25. Dur-
ing Tuesday morning’s ar-
raignment, his attorney 
Avis Choulagh, asked for 
additional time in antici-
pation of a large number of 
documents to review.

Kolodziej posted bail 
and is free on the condi-
tion that he not leave the 
state without written per-
mission and that he not 
have contact with Wilson. 
If he is found guilty, he 
could receive a prison sen-
tence of up to five years.

Charged
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personality Shawn Pow-
ers as well as other radio 
staff members worked for 
6 months to change the 
content.

“We thought people in 
Isabella County wanted 
country music,” Pe-
ters said. “We knew we 
wanted to make a change 
and we took the old for-
mat, washed it clean, and 
started fresh.”

They did some re-
search and found they 
could fill a hole with clas-
sic country music as there 
hasn’t been a country sta-
tion around the area in 
years.

“The reaction has been 
phenomenal,” Powers 
said. “Some have asked 
what’s going on since the 
change began but the 
Facebook likes have dou-
bled and the comments 
have been good.”

The radio station has 
made several promo-
tional plans to further 
promote the new coun-
try music station for local 
audiences. This includes 
billboards and social 
media postings as well 
as a mobile app which 
is expected to come out 
shortly.

Further spring and 
summer plans for pro-
motion and community 
engagement with Buck 
92.3 Radio are in the 
works. Specifically, the 
station will still cover 
high school sports as well 
as work with any other lo-
cal events and organiza-
tions.

For more information, 
visit buck92.com or 
the Buck 92 Radio 
Facebook page.

Buck 92
FROM PAGE 1

features the latest in mem-
ory care environmental 
technology.”

Michigan Masonic Home 
purchased the Warwick Liv-
ing Center, formally known 
as Wilcox Nursing Home, 
from Dave Roslund in 2015. 
He had moved his operation 
from its former location on 
North State Street to the 
newly constructed facility 
in 2008.

At this point, Masonic 
officials will be “delicens-
ing” all 45 skilled nursing 
beds but have no immedi-
ate plans for the Warwick 
site.

“Right now we are rei-
magining how best to uti-
lize the property to meet 
post - COV ID commu-
nity needs and consumer 

wants,” Logan said. “It is a 
beautiful facility with un-
limited potential. I have 
no doubt it will be occu-
pied soon.”

According to Masonic 
Home Chief Marketing Of-
ficer Vicky Johnson, there 
are currently 37 residents 
and 50 employees at War-
wick Living Center.

“There will be no layoffs, 
as we are doing our best to 
give every Warwick em-
ployee the opportunity to 
join the Masonic Pathway’s 
team,” she said.

The Warwick facility has 
done a good job of avoid-
ing any major COVID out-
breaks, Johnson added.

“We are very fortunate 
that there has only been 
one COVID resident and 
eight positive employees 
during the pandemic,” she 
said. “They have all recov-
ered and Warwick is cur-
rently COVID free.”

Warwick
FROM PAGE 1

for Central Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department.

The other two deaths in-
cluded an elderly woman 
who died Saturday and an 
elderly woman who died 
Monday, Hall said.

It brings the number of 
Isabella County residents 
who’ve died from COVID-19 
to 47.

An additional 13 cases 
were reported Tuesday af-
ternoon, bringing the 
county’s cumulative total 
to 3,188.

Two of Clare County’s 
deaths were also on New 
Year’s Eve, Hall said. They 
included an elderly woman 
who was hospitalized with 
the disease and an elderly 
man.An elderly man died 
from the disease on Mon-
day, Hall said.

The three additional 
deaths brings the total 
number of Clare County res-
idents to die from COVID-19 
to 44.

That is three shy of Isa-
bella County’s total, despite 
that Clare County has less 
than half the population. 
A likely explanation for the 
disparity is in the demo-

graphics.
Clare County’s popula-

tion is older and more im-
poverished than what is in 
Isabella County. Age and 
chronic health conditions 
often linked to higher rates 
of poverty are among the 
biggest factors in deter-
mining who develops seri-
ous cases from COVID-19. 
A large number of Isabella 
County’s cases are also 
linked to Central Michigan 
University’s student body, 
young and healthy people 
more likely to develop only 
mild — even asymptomatic 
— cases of COVID-19.

An additional eight con-
firmed cases were reported 
in Clare County, bringing its 
cumulative total to 1,118.

An additional death was 
reported by the Michigan 
Department of Health and 
Human Services in Gratiot 
County, bringing its total 
to 78.

Mid-Michigan District 
Health Department hasn’t 
responded to two mes-
sages sent over the last two 
days inquiring why they’ve 
stopped reporting death in-
formation, or why their own 
website includes numbers of 
deaths in both Gratiot and 
Montcalm counties that are 
nearly two weeks old.

Michigan Department of 

Health and Human Services 
reports that the cumulative 
total number of confirmed 
cases in the county is 2,243.

Elsewhere in mid-Mich-
igan, new deaths were re-
ported in three counties, 
with totals and cumulative 
cases as follows:

• In Gladwin County, an 
additional death was re-
ported for a total of 31, and 
an additional seven cases 
were reported for a cumu-
lative total of 1,074;

• In Midland County, an 
additional two deaths were 
reported for a total of 47, 
and an additional 26 cases 
were reported for a cumula-
tive total of 3,636;

• In Montcalm County, 
an additional death were re-
ported for a total of 70, and 
an additional 16 cases were 
reported for a cumulative 
total of 2,890; and

• In Mecosta County, 
an additional three cases 
were reported for a cumu-
lative total of 1,624, with 14 
deaths.

Statewide, another 189 
deaths were reported since 
Wednesday for a total of 
12,867, and another 2,291 
cases were reported Mon-
day for a cumulative total of 
504,410. Of those deaths, 117 
were discovered during a re-
view of death certificates.

Update
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GRAPHIC PROVIDED BY MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Thank You Isabella County

CHINA GARDEN
One of the Top 100 Chinese Restaurants in the USA

8 years in a row!

2328 S. Mission • in the Stadium Mall
Mt. Pleasant • (989) 773-9858

Dine in or carry out 7 days a week!

Try our Fresh Sushi made daily

We are honored to have been chosen
People’s Choice Winner for 17 years in a row!

County

MID MICHIGAN PAIN P.L.L.C
“ Are you suffering from headaches, back pain, knee or hip pain??.

I can help you to live a pain free life.

All insurance plans accepted.
We guarantee to see you in 1 week.

MID MICHIGAN PAIN PLLC
2305 Hawthorn Drive Suite:B
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48858

Phone: 989 317 8000 • 989 533 1037
Fax: 989 317 8536

Email: veinandpain@gmail.com
Web: www.midmichiganpain.com

SERVICES PROVIDED:

•Epidural injections

•Fascet blocks

•Nerve blocks

•Botox injections for
migraine

•Laser microdiscectomy

•RFA rhizotomy

•Laser for hip and knee
pain.

•Laser nerve ablations.
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Local health department has administered 440 of its 
1,600 COVID vaccines  
By Elisabeth Waldon | on January 07, 2021  

STANTON — The Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD) has administered 440 COVID-19 vaccines 
out of a total of 1,600 received from Moderna for Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm counties. 

 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/


 

Mid-Michigan District Health Department Health Officer Marcus Cheatham receives a Moderna vaccine from 
MMDHD Public Health Nurse Becky Stoddard. — Submitted photo 

The MMDHD, which covers Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm counties, received 300 vaccines for Clinton County, 600 
for Montcalm County and 600 for Gratiot County (plus another 5,500 vaccines for local hospitals). 

According to MMDHD Public Information Officer Leslie Kinnee, the MMDHD has administered 210 doses in 
Gratiot County, 120 doses in Montcalm County and 110 in Clinton County. 

Montcalm County Emergency Services Director Eric Smith previously told the Daily News that the MMDHD 
administered 120 doses from the health department’s Stanton office during a Dec. 30 clinic. 

“We are currently in the process of scheduling more clinics to vaccinate any remaining individuals in (Phase) 1A and 
will start vaccinating (Phase) 1B soon,” Kinnee said. “We will notify the Daily News of our plans.” 

The Ionia County Health Department received 900 vaccines for local hospitals and another 600 vaccines for the 
county health department. Ionia County Health Officer Ken Bowen told the Daily News on Tuesday that by the end of 
this week, his health department will have 130 doses of the 600 doses left, which will be used early next week. 

Ionia County Sheriff Charlie Noll told the Daily News on Wednesday that about 40% of his employees have taken the 
vaccine while about 60% have declined. The Ionia County Sheriff’s Office and Jail employs 58 people. By 
comparison, Montcalm County Sheriff Mike Williams previously told the Daily News that about 40 of his office’s 45 
employees have taken the vaccine. 

“Either way we continue to take all the precautions as we have for the last several months — temperature checks and 
daily symptom questions,” Noll said. “We continue to test in the jail and follow the protocols put in place to minimize 
the spread.” 

Spectrum Health Communications Specialist John Norton told the Daily News that United Hospital in Greenville 
received 2,700 doses of the vaccine and has administered 445 doses to hospital employees so far. 

“We continue to vaccinate individuals in the Phase 1A priority group,” Norton said. “We are also working with state 
health department officials and will begin vaccinating essential workers and other community members in the Phase 
1B priority group when the state provides permission to do so.” 

Sparrow Health Spokesman John Foren told the Daily News on Tuesday that Sparrow Carson Hospital received 400 
vaccine doses and has administered 330 (including to 125 caregivers); Sparrow Ionia Hospital received 700 doses and 
has administered 160 (including to 140 caregivers); Sparrow Eaton Hospital received 700 doses and has administered 
160 (including to 140 caregivers); and Sparrow Clinton Hospital received 1,100 doses and has administered 396 
(including to 86 caregivers). Foren said community hospitals will be offering additional clinics this week. 

Sheridan Community Hospital Marketing & Promotions Director Holly Smith told the Daily News on Tuesday that 
the Sheridan hospital will have distributed 80 of its initial 100 doses by the end of Wednesday to healthcare 
employees and other frontline workers in the community. 
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Commentary: In descent, Trump sowing
chaos till the end. 9A

Grants for cancer patients

Nonprofit “It’s a Breast Thing” provided
$1,000 each to 100 people in year of
outreach and giving. News, 5A

Weather

High 31° ❚ Low 23°
Cloudy. 
Forecast, 8B
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Subscribe 877-599-6685
©2021 $2.50

Couch: Henry carrying
Spartan’s surge
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In-Home Estimate!
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Save Big on Carpet,
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LANSING — Local health depart-
ments are taking appointments for
COVID-19 vaccines as Michigan pre-
pares to ramp up its vaccination cam-
paign aimed at curbing the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

Starting Monday, local health de-
partments can start vaccinating resi-
dents over 65, as well as front-line
workers like teachers, child care pro-
viders, police, first responders and
corrections officers.

The new phase in the state’s vacci-
nation campaign will run alongside
previous phases, state health officials
announced Wednesday. Priority
groups already eligible for vaccines,
like health care workers and people
who live in long-term care facilities,
can continue to get them.

State health officials are targeting
“those who have the highest level of
risk, whether it is because of where
they work or because of their age,”
Michigan Chief Medical Executive Dr.
Joneigh Khaldun said. 

“These vaccines are safe and effec-
tive, and we especially want our first
responders, teachers and older adults
to get vaccinated as soon as possible,”
she said.

When the various groups can get
their shots will vary across the state.

Want a vaccine? Fill out this
form.

Supply of the vaccine is limited and
demand is high, Ingham County 

State to
open new
vaccine
phase
Teachers, over-65s can
get jab starting Monday

Carol Thompson and Ken Palmer
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

McLaren nurse Chelsey Towns
receives the COVID-19 vaccine at
McLaren Greater Lansing hospital on
Thursday, Dec. 17, 2020, in Lansing.
NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

See VACCINE, Page 4A

WASHINGTON – Protesters support-
ing President Donald Trump stormed
the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday, clashing
with police and forcing a delay in the
constitutional process to affirm Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden’s win.

Dozens of people breached security
perimeters at the Capitol, and law-

makers inside the
House chamber were
told to put on gas
masks as tear gas was
fired in the Rotunda.
One person was re-
ported shot and was
taken to a hospital. 

A chaplain prayed
as police guarded the doors to the
chamber and lawmakers tried to gather
information about what was happen-
ing. An announcement was played in-
side the Capitol as lawmakers were
meeting and expected to vote to affirm
Biden’s victory. Due to an “external se-
curity threat,” no one could enter or 

exit the Capitol complex, the recording
said. 

Protesters were also seen inside the
Senate chamber. One got up on the dais
and yelled, “Trump won that election.”

Several dozen roamed the halls,
yelling, “Where are they?” according to
a pool report. 

US GOVERNMENT

TRUMP BACKERS
STORM US CAPITOL

Supporters of President Donald Trump try to break through a police barrier Wednesday at the Capitol. JOHN MINCHILLO/AP

Dozens breach security as lawmakers locked down
Ben Fox, Ashraf Khalil 
and Michael Balsamo 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Police with guns drawn watch as protesters try to break into the House
Chamber at the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday. J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP

See LOCKDOWN, Page 4A

Inside
Lansing rally
was mostly
peaceful,
however. 
Page 4A
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NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC PUBLIC HEARING
ANNUAL PUBLIC HOUSING AUTHORITY (PHA) PLAN AND

ADMINISTRATIVE PLAN

MICHIGAN STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

The Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) will hold two public hearings
regarding the proposed changes to the Fiscal Year (FY) 2021-22 Annual Public Housing Authority
(PHA) Plan and Administrative Plan in compliance with Section 903.17 of Title 24 of the Code of
Federal Regulations.

PARTICIPATION: Due to COVID-19 health concerns, the general public is invited to make oral
comments and recommendations during the public hearings via the conference number below.
The public hearings will take place on the following date and times:

Public Hearing number 1 conducted via Microsoft Teams

DATE: Friday, Feb. 26, 2021
TIMES: 9-11 a.m.

CONFERENCE CALL PARTICIPATION: 1-248-509-0316
Conference ID: 826 672 9#

Public Hearing number 2 conducted via Zoom

DATE: Friday, Feb. 26, 2021
TIMES: 1-3 p.m.

CONFERENCE CALL PARTICIPATION: 1-866-434-5269
Conference ID: 425309

Persons who wish to join one of the public hearings via Microsoft Teams or Zoom rather than by
phone may contact Lisa Kemmis at kemmisl@michigan.gov or 517-241-2427 to receive a link that
will allow them to join the hearing by computer at the scheduled time.

Persons who are unable or do not attend one of the public hearings may submit written comments
to the address listed below through 5 p.m. February 26, 2021 or can email those comments to
kemmisl@michigan.gov.

Prior to the hearing, the general public may obtain a copy of the FY 2021-22 Annual PHA Plan and
Administrative Plan proposed changes by visiting MSHDA’s website at www.michigan.gov/mshda.

Lisa Kemmis
Policy Manager
Michigan State Housing Development Authority
P.O. Box 30044
Lansing, Michigan 48909

Persons with disabilities needing a reasonable accommodation to ����ely participate in this
Information Hearing should contact Kara Hart-Negrich, O���of Legal ���rs, MSHDA at (517)
335-2273 or (855) 646-7432 at least 7 days prior to the meeting date.

Gary Heidel
Acting Executive Director

MSHDA is an Equal Opportunity Employer and an Equal Opportunity Lender.

Congressional leaders were whisked
to safety. Vice President-elect Kamala
Harris, who was attending the joint ses-
sion, was also said to be safe.

The police chief of Washington, D.C.,
said pro-Trump protesters deployed
“chemical irritants” on police in order to
break into the Capitol. Robert Contee
said officials had declared the scene a
riot.

Thirteen arrests were made of people
from out of the area.

Metropolitan police were sent to the
Capitol, and authorities were coming in
from Maryland, Virginia and New Jer-
sey to help out. The National Guard was
also deployed, as were Homeland Secu-
rity investigators and Secret Service
agents.

Amid the chaos and after prompting
from members of both parties, Trump
released a minute-long video in which
he urged protesters to “go home” but re-
peated baseless claims of fraud.

“I know your pain, I know you’re
hurt,” Trump said. “But you have to go
home now. We have to have peace. We
have to have law and order.”

In the message, Trump again falsely
claimed the election was “stolen” from
him. Twitter flagged the president’s
video, noting the “claim of election
fraud is disputed,” which prevents any
Twitter users from replying to or ret-
weeting the message.

Biden called the rioting “insurrec-
tion” and “chaos,” and he urged Trump
to go on national television to urge his
supporters to end their siege.

Washington Mayor Muriel Bowser
said the behavior of the Trump sup-
porters was “shameful, unpatriotic and
above all is unlawful.” She added,
“There will be law and order, and this
behavior will not be tolerated.”

The skirmishes came shortly after
Trump had addressed thousands of his
supporters at a rally near the White
House, riling up the crowd with baseless
claims of election fraud.

After the clashes began, Trump
tweeted to his supporters to “stay
peaceful.” 

“Please support our Capitol Police
and Law Enforcement,” he wrote, as tear
gas was deployed in the locked-down
Capitol. “They are truly on the side of

our Country. Stay peaceful!”
“We’re going to cheer on our brave

senators and congressmen and women,
and we’re probably not going to be
cheering so much for some of them,”
Trump said.

Both chambers went into recess.
Bowser issued a curfew for 6 p.m. 

The skirmishes occurred in the very
spot where Biden will be inaugurated in
just two weeks.

Protesters tore down metal barri-
cades at the bottom of the Capitol’s
steps and were met by officers in riot
gear. Some tried to push past the officers
who held shields, and officers could be
seen firing pepper spray into the crowd
to keep them back. Some in the crowd
were shouting “traitors” as officers tried
to keep them back.

A suspicious package also was re-
ported in the area, Capitol Police said. 

Contributing: Ledyard King, Mau-
reen Groppe, Nicholas Wu, Bart Jansen
and Courtney Subramanian, USA TO-
DAY

Lockdown
Continued from Page 1A

Protesters swarm the U.S. Capitol building Wednesday as Congress meets to formally ratify Joe Biden as the winner of the
2020 presidential election. JASPER COLT/USA TODAY

People shelter in the House gallery as protesters try to break into the House
Chamber at the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday. ANDREW HARNIK/AP

Health Department spokesperson
Amanda Darche said. 

“We have people calling, messaging,
emailing,” she said. “We’ve had people
just show up. We’ve had people drive in
from Detroit. Yes, there is demand.”

A note: Don’t just show up. Make an
appointment (but only if you live or
work in Ingham County).

People who live and work in Ingham
County can fill out a form on the health
department website to indicate they
want to be vaccinated. Department staff
will contact people who fill out the form
to schedule appointments. People most
at risk of COVID-19 exposure or devel-
oping serious cases will be prioritized. 

On Monday, Ingham County Health
Department staff will start vaccinating
teachers and school support staff, child
care workers who have frequent, direct
contact with children and people 70 and
older. The department already has been
vaccinating health care workers, police
officers, firefighters and first-respond-
ers.

McLaren Greater Lansing and Spar-
row Health System started vaccinating
their staff in December. Private phar-
macies are helping vaccinate people
who live in long-term care facilities.

Sparrow will launch a community
COVID-19 vaccination effort in the com-
ing weeks, spokesperson John Foren
said. 

Health officials in Eaton and Clinton
counties said only people in the highest-
priority group, including health care
workers and long-term care facility resi-
dents, were being vaccinated this week.
They said they were trying to prepare for
the next step in the vaccination roll-out
but couldn’t predict when vaccinations
might begin for people in other critical
fields.

Like the Ingham County Health De-
partment, both the Barry-Eaton District
Health Department and Mid-Michigan
District Health Department have inter-
est forms available for people who want
to schedule appointments. 

And both were deluged with phone
calls on Wednesday after state health
officials announced Michigan is prepar-
ing to move on to the second-highest
priority group.

BEDHD’s Anne Barna said her agen-

cy is asking that people who want to get
the vaccine go to the COVID-19 vaccine
page on BEDHD’s website instead of
calling for information.

For now, the agency is still vaccinat-
ing health care workers and other peo-
ple in the first group on the priority list.
But anyone in the next group can fill out
a form on the website and will be noti-
fied when they can be vaccinated, she
said.

“You should go ahead and fill out that
form,” Barna said. “That will let us know
you are interested, and we’ll let you
know.”

The agency plans to set up offsite
vaccination clinics, but it’s not clear
when that might happen, she said.

“One of the challenges we’re having
is, we’re receiving the Moderna vaccine,
and we don’t know when we’ll get
more,” she said.

Residents of Clinton, Gratiot and
Montcalm counties can schedule an ap-
pointment on MMDHD’s website if they
fall under the two highest-priority
groups.

The latest coronavirus numbers

Nearly 509,000 people had tested
positive for COVID-19 in Michigan as of
Wednesday. Nearly 13,000 have died.
Approximately 4,000 people tested
positive and 51 died from the disease in
the last day.

Thirty-six people tested positive for
COVID-19 in Ingham County on
Wednesday, according to Michigan De-
partment of Health and Human Ser-
vices data. There have been 13,212 con-

firmed and probable cases of the dis-
ease since March and 196 deaths.

Sixteen people tested positive for
COVID-19 in Eaton County on Wednes-
day, according to state health depart-
ment data. In total, there have been
4,997 confirmed and probable cases and
100 deaths.

Eight people tested positive for CO-
VID-19 in Clinton County on Wednes-
day, according to state health depart-
ment data. In total, there have been
4,209 confirmed and probable cases
and 44 deaths.

Contact Carol Thompson at
ckthompson@lsj.com. 

Vaccine
Continued from Page 1A

Pharmacy Manager John Wininger
prepares the coronavirus vaccine at
McLaren Greater Lansing hospital on
Dec. 17, 2020, in Lansing. NICK

KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL
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Michigan Capitol is reopened  
following bomb threat
LANSING » The Michigan Capitol building was temporar-
ily closed Thursday after a man called to make a bomb 
threat.

The call came at 6:40 a.m., a day after a violent mob 
stormed the U.S. Capitol in an attempt to overturn the 
presidential election. State police cleared employees to 
return by 9 a.m. after conducting a sweep.

Lawmakers are not convening until next week. Legis-
lative leaders and some other legislators have offices in 
the statehouse. The building is closed to the public ex-
cept during session days due to coronavirus restrictions.

State police spokeswoman Shanon Banner said the 
threat remained under investigation.

“Every effort will be made to identify the person who 
made this threat and prosecute them to the fullest extent 
the law will allow,” she said.

— The Associated Press

By David Eggert
The Associated Press

LANSING » A top federal 
prosecutor in Michigan on 
Thursday urged people to 
give tips to the FBI if they 
are aware of people who 
joined a violent mob that 
stormed the U.S. Capitol in 
an attempt to overturn the 
presidential election.

U.S. Attorney Matthew 
Schneider, whose jurisdic-
tion covers a 34-county 
area including metropoli-
tan Detroit, said investiga-
tors will review video foot-
age and other evidence. Six 
Michigan men ranging in 
age from 25 to 64 were ar-
rested by D.C. police — four 
for curfew violations, one 
for unlawful entry and vi-
olating the curfew, and one 
on gun charges.

Those types of crimes will 
be prosecuted by the U.S. at-
torney for Washington, D.C., 
Schneider said. But more se-
rious charges — destruction 
of property over $1,000, in-
citing a riot, civil disorder, 
sedition, using a destruc-
tive device like a pipe bomb 
— could potentially be han-
dled in Michigan, he said, 

if there are connections to 
the state.

“It looks like the acts took 
place in Washington, D.C. 
But it’s under review right 
now — what’s the connec-
tion of the people in D.C. 
to the people in Michigan? 
That’s going to take time to 
figure out,” Schneider said. 
“I’m personally disgusted 
and horrified by this. It’s 
just nauseating to me. It’s 
sick what people did inside 
the Capitol.”

D.C. police said Thursday 
that 68 people were arrested, 
while Capitol police said 14 
were arrested, most for un-
lawful entry. More than 50 
Capitol and D.C. police were 
injured, including several 
who were hospitalized.

“If you’re aware of peo-
ple who might have trav-
eled from Michigan to go 
to Washington, D.C., to 
commit acts of violence, 
then that could potentially 
be a federal crime,” Schnei-
der said. “There’s a big dif-
ference here between peace-
ful protests and acts of vio-
lence. ... Just because people 
traveled to Washington, 
D.C., doesn’t necessarily 
make them criminals.”

STATE

Top federal prosecutor 
seeks tips on Capitol mob

CAPITOL BRIEF

tify the assault on the seat 
of the nation’s democracy.

Trump added, “While 
this represents the end of 
the greatest first term in 
presidential history, it’s 
only the beginning of our 
fight to Make America 
Great Again!”

The president has spent 
the past two months refus-
ing to concede and mak-
ing baseless allegations  of 
widespread voter fraud, 
even though his own Jus-
tice Department, federal 
courts, including the Su-
preme Court, and state gov-
ernments have said repeat-
edly the vote was carried 
out freely and fairly.

Trump’s refusal to ac-
cept reality and his incen-
diary rhetoric reached a 
breaking point Wednesday 
when loyalists violently oc-
cupied the Capitol in one 
of the most jarring scenes 
ever to unfold in the na-
tion’s capital. Authorities 
said four people died during 
the violence, including one 
woman who was shot by an  
officer outside the House 
chamber.

Trump had encouraged 
his supporters to march on 
the Capitol to protest law-
makers’ actions, and he 
later appeared to excuse 
the violent occupation by 
the mob.

“These are the things and 
events that happen when a 

sacred landslide election 
victory is so unceremoni-
ously & viciously stripped 
away from great patriots 
who have been badly & un-
fairly treated for so long,” 
Trump wrote in a mes-
sage that was later deleted 
by Twitter. He added, “Go 
home with love & in peace. 
Remember this day for-
ever!”

Trump spent much of 
Wednesday af ternoon 
watching the insurrection 
on television from his pri-
vate dining room off the 
Oval Office. But aside from 
sparing appeals for calm is-
sued at the insistence of his 
staff, he was largely disen-
gaged.

Instead, a White House 
official said, most of 
Trump’s attention was 
consumed by his ire at Vice 
President Mike Pence, who 
defied Trump’s demands  
by acknowledging he did 
not have the power to un-
literally reject the electoral 
votes that determine the 
next president. The official 
was not authorized to dis-
cuss the matter publicly and 
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity.

Trump only reluctantly 
issued the tweets and taped 
a video encouraging an end 
to the violence. The posts 
came at the insistence of 
staff and amid mounting 
criticism from Republican 
lawmakers begging him to 
condemn the violence and 
tell his supporters to stand 
down, according to the of-
ficial.

Trump
FROM PAGE 1

DETROIT » Detroit officials 
plan to begin scheduling 
20,000 COVID-19 vacci-
nation appointments over 
the next four weeks at the 
city’s downtown conven-
tion center for residents 
75 and older.

The number is based on 
the anticipated supply of 
vaccines from the state, 
Mayor Mike Duggan said 

Thursday.
Scheduling is to start 

Monday, and appoint-
ments will begin Wednes-
day. The no-cost vaccina-
tions will be given at the 
TCF Center. 

Persons 65 and older 
who drive seniors to 
the center also can get  
vaccinated for the corona-
virus.

Voluntary vaccinations 
for police officers and bus 
drivers are to start today. 
Vaccinations for other es-
sential workers will follow.

“We are going to keep 
ramping up our vaccina-
tions to the maximum ex-
tent the supply allows,” 
Duggan said.

— The Associated Press

DETROIT

20K vaccinations scheduled for older residents

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.
com; @ebaerren on Twitter

Four more deaths from 
COVID-19 were reported 
across mid-Michigan Thurs-
day, including two in Gra-
tiot County.

It brings the total num-
ber of Gratiot County deaths 
to 80, according to state re-
cords.

Two emails seeking in-
formation from Mid-Mich-
igan District Health De-
partment went unanswered 
earlier this week, and the 
department hasn’t updated 
the number of deaths it is 
reporting in Gratiot and 
Montcalm counties since 
before Christmas 2020.

At the time, MMDHD 
spokeswoman Leslie Kin-
nee said that a “geocod-
ing error” in the state’s da-
tabase was responsible. 
On Thursday, Lyn Sutfin, 
a spokeswoman with MD-
HHS, said that wasn’t the 
case.

“We’re not aware of any 
geocoding issue that would 
prevent the local health de-
partment from providing 
information,” she said in 
an email.

The state is also report-
ing that 55 of the county’s 
reported 80 deaths were 
residents of nursing homes. 
According to state records, 
recent nursing home deaths 
are as follows:

• Three at Ashley Care 

Center;
• One at Country Friends 

Assisted Living;
• Seven at Masonic 

Health Care Center; and,
• One at The Laurels of 

Fulton.
A total of 36 residents 

at Ashley Care Center, four 
at Country Friends As-
sisted Living, 67 at Masonic 
Health Care Center and 43 
at The Laurels of Fulton 
have had confirmed cases 
of COVID-19.

Another 21 cases were re-
ported in Gratiot County on 
Thursday for a cumulative 
total of 2,272.

One more death was re-
ported Thursday in Clare 
County, its 46th COVID 
death and the second in 
two days. Twenty of those 
deaths involve nursing 
home residents, according 
to state records.

The death reported 
Wednesday involved an el-
derly man with underly-
ing health conditions, said 
Steve Hall, health officer 
with Central Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department. 
He died Monday.

Another nine cases were 
reported in Clare County on 
Thursday for a cumulative 
total of 1,136.

No new deaths were re-
ported in Isabella County 
on Thursday, but informa-
tion was made available 
about one of the deaths re-
ported Wednesday.

It involved a middle-aged 

woman, Hall said. She died 
Tuesday.

Fifty-one Isabella County 
residents have died from 
COVID-19, 15 of them nurs-
ing home residents.

An additional 27 cases 
were reported in Isabella 
County on Thursday for a 
cumulative total of 3,239.

Elsewhere in mid-Mich-
igan, a new death was re-
ported in one county, with 
totals and cumulative cases 
as follows:

• In Gladwin County, one 
new death was reported for 
a total of 32, and an addi-
tional seven cases were re-
ported for a cumulative to-
tal of 1,093;

• In Mecosta County, an 
additional 10 cases were 
reported for a cumula-
tive total of 1,647, with 14 
deaths;

• In Midland County, an 
additional 32 cases were 
reported for a cumula-
tive total of 3,719, with 47 
deaths; and

• In Montcalm County, 
an additional 20 cases 
were reported for a cumu-
lative total of 2,930, with 
70 deaths.

Statewide, another 176 
deaths were reported since 
Wednesday for a total of 
13,094, and another 4,015 
cases were reported Mon-
day for a cumulative total 
of 512,751. Of those deaths, 
138 were discovered dur-
ing a review of death cer-
tificates.

CORONAVIRUS IN MID-MICHIGAN

Four more deaths reported
LOCAL AND 
STATE BRIEFS

MT. PLEASANT

Police seek tips 
on suspect who  
dumped stolen truck

A Macomb County po-
lice department is ask-
ing for help identifying 
a man who stole a truck 
there and ditched it near 
Mt. Pleasant.

Roseville police on 
Thursday released im-
ages of the man they said 
were captured on a trail 
camera near where the 
truck was dumped.

The truck was stolen 
on Dec. 26.

Anyone who can iden-
tify the suspect is asked 
to contact Detective 
Brian Wawrzyniak at 
586-469-6924. 

— Rick Mills,  
Morning Sun

LANSING

Police: Man’s body 
found in tent at 
homeless camp
LANSING » Police are in-
vestigating the death of 
a 33-year-old man whose 
body was found in a tent 
at a homeless camp in 
Lansing.

The death does not ap-
pear to be suspicious. The 
man’s name was not im-
mediately released.

His body was found 
Wednesday afternoon in 
the encampment known 
as the “Back 40” where the 
homeless live in impro-
vised shelters, the Lansing 
State Journal reported.

City officials citing 
health concerns have con-
sidered clearing out the 
camp.

As of mid-December, 
about 10 people were liv-
ing in the area, city offi-
cials said. But advocates 
for the homeless esti-
mated the number to be 
about 20.

Crews were prevented 
Thursday from cleaning 
up the site, Mayor Andy 
Schor said in a release.

— The Associated Press

To place an obituary,

please contact us at: 877.271.1272 or 248.745.4500
(Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.)

For more information, contact us at:

obits@newspaperclassifieds.com

Honor your loved one by sharing
their unique story…their journey,

accomplishments, passions and wisdom
…and provide information about their
commemoration with an obituary or

memoriam.

To place an obituary

FREDERICK R. “FRITZ” REEDEED

Remembering...

REED Frederick R. “Fritz” Reed, age
59, of Powell,

passed away unexpectedly Monda
y,August 27, 2007. He

was a graduate of Harvard Univer
sity and The Ohio State

University Law School. During
his career he practiced

law with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, served

as Chief Financial Officer for
Wendy’s International

and most recently worked as a business consultant

for Development Specialists, In
c. He will be dearly

missed by his wife of 16 years, Ja
ne; sister, Jane Prause;

sister-in-law, Janet (Michael) K
edik; uncle, Charles

E. (Patricia) Reed; mother-in-law
, Carol G. Williams;

brothers-in-law, John D. (Dorot
hy) Williams and Barry J. (Phi

lippa) Williams;

nieces and nephews, David (Mel
issa) Black, Sarah Black, Matthe

w Reed, Samuel

Reed, Margaret (Joel) Strom, Sa
rah (Kevin) Mueller, John Carl (

Sarah) Williams,

James B. (Holly) Williams, Coli
n (Elaine) Williams, Charlotte (L

ewis) Muir and

Lesley (Wes) Patterson; step-nep
hew, Calvin Kedik; 7 grand-niec

es and nephews;

2 step-grand-nieces and nephews
; and many friends. Fritz was pr

eceded in death

by his parents Carl R. and Maria
n Faler Reed, brother David Ree

d, brother-in-law

Robert H. Prause, father-in-law Ja
mes T. Williams and aunts and un

cle Ellen ‘Susie’

Reed, Ruth Reed (Warren) Calver
t. Friends may call 2-5 and 7-9 p.m

. Wednesday at

SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST
CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road. P

rivate graveside

service and interment at Lithopol
is Cemetery. A Memorial Service

will be held at 1

p.m. Thursday, August 30, 2007 a
t All Saints Lutheran Church, 677

0 North High St.

Worthington with Pastors Glenn
Zorb and William Saunders officiating. In lieu of

flowers, contributions may be ma
de to the Frederick R. Reed Scho

larship Fund at

the OSU Moritz College of Law,
c/o Lisa Ballmann, OSU Moritz

College of Law,

55 West 12th Avenue, Columbus
OH 43210 or the All Saints Ev. L

utheran Church

Endowment Fund, in his memory
. Visit www.schoedinger.com to s

end condolences

to his family. “Sign the online gue
stbook at www.dispatch.com/obit

uaries”

We will help you
create an obituary
to treasure for years
to come. Included
with every obituary
is a commemorative
plaque of your loved
one’s obituary.
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The COVID-19 vaccine: Who’s received it so far in 
Ionia and Montcalm counties  
By Elisabeth Waldon | on January 11, 2021  

Although a COVID-19 vaccine shortage is causing delays, some healthcare workers, first responders, school staff and 
local government employees — including some prosecutors and road workers — have received the vaccine in Ionia 
and Montcalm counties. 

According to the Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD) which covers Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm 
counties, the vaccine has been given to some healthcare providers, medical first responders, firefighters, home health 
agency staff, school staff, Road Commission staff, Children’s Protective Services staff, Michigan State Police, dentist 
office staff and childcare agency staff. 

 

Ionia County Health Officer Ken Bowen 

The Ionia County Health Department has vaccinated about 30 Ionia County employees in the past week, including 
health department staff, some key Commission on Aging employees (including drivers and those who do home visits) 
and four Road Department employees, according to Health Officer Ken Bowen. 

Bowen said while health department and Commission on Aging staff both fall into the Phase 1A group (healthcare 
workers and longterm care residents and staff), Road Department employees are in Phase 1B (frontline state and 
federal responders, school and childcare staff, corrections staff, anyone 75 years old and older and other essential 
frontline workers). 

“We had a few instances where we had to use up some vaccine doses at the end of clinics or they would have gone to 
waste, so we offered some of those to the Road Department,” Bowen explained. “Even though they are 1B, we 
wanted to get a head start on them because of the time of year.” 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/
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Bowen said Sparrow Health in Ionia vaccinated some Ionia County law enforcement officers and prosecutors in the 
past week. Ionia County Prosecutor Kyle Butler confirmed to the Daily News that some employees in his office 
received the vaccine, but he declined to specify how many of his employees received it, or whether he himself 
received it. 

 

Ionia County Prosecutor Kyle Butler 

Montcalm County Prosecutor Andrea Krause, Montcalm County Public Defense Administrator Matthew Nave and 
Ionia County Public Defender Walter Downes all said their offices have not yet received or been offered the vaccine. 

Montcalm County Road Commission Superintendent/Manager Mark Christensen said about half of 49 employees 
who were interested in the vaccine received it on Friday from the MMDHD. 

Ionia County Sheriff Charlie Noll previously told the Daily News about 40% of his employees have received the 
vaccine while about 60% declined. The Ionia County Sheriff’s Office and Jail employs 58 people. 

Montcalm County Sheriff Mike Williams previously told the Daily News about 40 of his office’s 45 employees 
received taken the vaccine. 

  

‘COURT PERSONNEL WILL WAIT THEIR TURN’ 

On Friday, State Court Administrator Thomas Boyd of the State Court Administrative Office (SCAO) in Lansing sent 
communication to all judges in Michigan regarding how the state will launch Phase 1B of its vaccination program 
starting Monday. 

“The work of the courts is essential to the functioning of society and poses a substantially higher risk of exposure to 
COVID-19 due to the need to perform so much work onsite and in close proximity to the public and coworkers,” 
Boyd wrote. “Recently, the Michigan Department of Health & Human Services issued a Vaccination Prioritization 
Guidance that describes the vaccination phases. According to the guidance, essential court personnel who cannot 
work remotely are likely eligible for a vaccination in Phase 1B (Group B or C) because their work puts them at risk of 
exposure. Since vaccinations in this category will begin on (Monday), we urge you to contact your local health 
department to schedule vaccinations for your court.” 

Not all local judges are on board with this recommendation. 
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Ionia-Montcalm Chief Circuit Court Judge Ron Schafer 

“I do not agree with the idea that judges should be given any kind of preference for a vaccine,” Ionia-Montcalm 
Circuit Court Chief Judge Ronald Schafer told the Daily News. “It’s hard to imagine a position that has more 
autonomy over its own work environment. Short of someone in the judiciary who might also be a member of a 
priority group, such as over age 65, I believe the judiciary can wait. 

“The courts have been diligent in working with our local health departments to ensure jurors, litigants, attorneys and 
court staff are as safe as possible,” Schafer added. “That was true before the release of vaccines and remains true now 
that vaccines are being administered. Moving forward, our courtrooms are safe for all, whether vaccinated or not. 
Now that vaccines are being administered, court personnel will wait their turn until eligible.” 

 

Ionia County Probate Court Judge Robert Sykes Jr. 

Ionia County Probate Court Judge Robert Sykes Jr. says like many citizens, he is patiently waiting to receive the 
vaccine and he will not use his position on the bench to try to move near the front of the line. 

“I have made it known to our health department that once it determines that my profession or demographic is eligible, 
then I will get in line,” Sykes told the Daily News. “Unfortunately, there does not appear to be a clear directive from 
the state as to what specific groups or professions should be receiving the vaccine. Judges received a memo on Friday 
from the State Court Administrator urging us to contact our local health department to determine into what phase we 
should be placed. I think it is terribly unfair to (Health Officer) Ken Bowen to have to decide such things — and what 
is decided in Ionia County may not be the same as Wayne County. 
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“I would hope that there is not significant lobbying going on behind the scenes by departments or individuals trying to 
receive priority status, but human nature tells me otherwise,” Sykes said. “Everyone who works with the public can 
make a compelling case for receiving the shot, but there is obviously more demand than supply currently. I will wait 
my turn and trust the judgment of the health professionals.” 

 

Ionia County District Court Judge Raymond Voet 

“As a judge, I think those of us in the legal system should be down the list in priority because we are able to take 
measures to protect ourselves,” Ionia County District Court Judge Raymond Voet told the Daily News. “As a citizen, 
I think those people at risk daily with frequent person-to-person contact should be first in line. 

“I also don’t understand the high number of people who are in those high human contact positions that are refusing 
the vaccine,” Voet added. “Don’t we want the pandemic to end as soon as possible? I suspect it’s an unfortunate 
byproduct of the misinformation age in which we now live.” 

Krause told the Daily News that even though her staff in the Montcalm County Prosecutor’s Office have not yet 
received or been offered the vaccine, she was not surprised some Ionia County prosecutors have already received it. 

 

Montcalm County Prosecutor Andrea Krause 

“The prosecutor is the chief law enforcement official in the county,” Krause said. “In addition, criminal activity has 
not slowed down during the last year. Our courthouse has not closed to the public. My staff is working every day at 
the courthouse so COVID exposure is a real possibility. While I don’t believe we are at the level of healthcare or 
hospital workers and/or first responders who are on the front lines of this epidemic, I would hope that my staff would 
have the opportunity to get the vaccine as soon as possible.” 
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Greenville-based attorney Joshua Blanchard questioned what will happen if attorneys and their clients are required to 
start attending court in person without having received the vaccine, while others, such as prosecutors and judges, will 
have the advantage of already receiving it. 

“When we return to in-person court proceedings, we have an obligation to our community to do it safely,” Blanchard 
told the Daily News. “We know from watching prison systems around the country that infections inside a jail or 
prison are expensive and deadly. We need to take steps to ensure that all of the participants in the justice system are 
protected. Like the prosecution and bench, the defense bar is an equally important part of the system and ought to be 
prioritized for vaccination at the same time as judges and prosecutors.” 

Jourdan Rasmussen is an attorney with offices in Edmore and Lakeview and he also handles some felony and 
misdemeanor cases for the Montcalm County Public Defender’s Office. 

“I would be happy to receive the vaccine whenever offered to me,” Rasmussen told the Daily News. “At the same 
time, I am 31, so I would like to see older judges and attorneys get it first. We have some older attorneys in this 
county and it’s definitely a risk that they have to go to court. Even with Zoom, there are some hearings we can’t 
effectively have from our offices.” 
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Vaccination vexation: Local health officer calls Gov. 
Whitmer’s vaccine announcement ‘unfortunate’  
By Elisabeth Waldon | on January 11, 2021  

Many people are confused and frustrated about the COVID-19 vaccine rollout in the state of Michigan — including 
the health officer of the Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD). 

 

“I know the governor told you at her press conference on Wednesday that anyone can call their health department and 
sign up to get vaccinated. That was very unfortunate,” Mid-Michigan District Health Department Health Officer 
Marcus Cheatham said in a video posted Friday in which he addressed the ongoing COVID-19 vaccine shortage in the 
state of Michigan. — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

“I know the governor told you at her press conference on Wednesday that anyone can call their health department and 
sign up to get vaccinated,” Marcus Cheatham said in a YouTube video posted Friday. “That was very unfortunate. All 
of the health departments are very mad at her because we hardly have any vaccine and mostly don’t know when we’re 
going to get more.” 

Cheatham said the MMDHD received 1,100 doses for its jurisdiction of Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm counties with 
a total population of 180,000, including an estimated 50,000 healthcare workers, essential workers and people 65 and 
older (the MMDHD received an additional 5,500 vaccines for local hospitals). 

“Fifty thousand people for 1,100 vaccines,” Cheatham declared. “Even if all the vaccine came today and there was a 
dose for everyone, it would still take weeks and weeks, maybe four months for us to vaccinate all of those people. I’m 
hoping all of you will understand and be patient.” 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/
https://thedailynews.cc/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/loc-0111-ew-vaccine-distribution.jpg
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As of this past week, the MMDHD had administered 440 vaccines in Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm counties — 
including 210 doses in Gratiot County, 120 doses in Montcalm County and 110 in Clinton County. 

Currently, when users go to the MMDHD’s website to sign up for a vaccine appointment (mmdhd.org/covid-vaccine-
information), it shows all appointments are booked through the end of January. 

When users go to the state of Michigan’s vaccine website (michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214—
,00.html) and click on “Vaccine Locations,” there are only two available health departments listed: Ingham County 
and LMAS District (Luce, Mackinac, Alger and Schoolcraft counties). 

“If your local health department is not named, then there are not yet appointments available,” Cheatham said. “We 
don’t have any appointments available right now. I’m really sorry about that. One of the problems with the governor’s 
announcement was it made it sound like everyone is going to get vaccinated at their local health department. Many of 
us are going to get vaccinated somewhere else.” 

Cheatham said Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) officials have told Michigan officials that the 
Moderna vaccine (which is what the MMDHD currently has on hand) and Pfizer vaccine will continue to be made 
available slowly in the state. 

“We’re going to be ordering the Pzifer vaccine and we’re going to be using that as well,” Cheatham said. “The 
opportunities for expansion are going to come when we get the AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson vaccines that are 
going to come in February and then the supply should really start to open up.” 

Cheatham said Spectrum Health, Sparrow Health and MidMichigan Health officials have all said they will start 
vaccinating people when the vaccine becomes widely available. 

On Saturday morning, Spectrum Health announced they would begin vaccinating people 65 and older starting on 
Monday (See details at the end of this story.) Spectrum said it has administered more than 16,000 vaccines as of 
Saturday. 

Cheatham said the MMDHD is in the process of asking local pharmacies to issue vaccines as well when vaccines 
become available. 

“Only a third of the healthcare providers in our jurisdiction are currently signed up to vaccinate people,” Cheatham 
noted. “You’re very likely to get a call from your healthcare provider when they have vaccines. We don’t have 
specific information, but that’s something to watch for.” 

Cheatham also noted that while senior citizens are in one of the high-risk groups for COVID-19, many of them may 
not have internet access or feel comfortable using the internet 

“Everybody please help your neighbors and your family members to sign up online,” he requested. 

“But right now we don’t have vaccine,” he added. “You’re probably mad at us because right now today you can’t go 
to our website, there are no slots available and we don’t know when they’re going to open up. Just keep visiting our 
websites, visit that state website, check to see when the vaccine is available and we’ll be doing more updates.” 

In coming weeks, the MMDHD plans to continue to vaccinate Phase 1A groups (healthcare workers and longterm 
care residents and staff) and 1B groups (frontline state and federal responders, school and childcare staff, corrections 
staff, anyone 75 years old and older and other essential frontline workers). 

http://mmdhd.org/covid-vaccine-information
http://mmdhd.org/covid-vaccine-information
http://michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
http://michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html


Page 3 of 4 
 

“When we started scheduling our vaccination clinics, we were following the guidance issued by the Michigan 
Department of Health & Human Services for priority group 1B,” Cheatham told the Daily News. “Then the guidance 
changed suddenly on Wednesday. We will continue to invite 1B agencies to available clinics. 

“There will be many other opportunities to get vaccinated—not just at the health department,” he added. 

You can watch Cheatham’s video in full at youtube.com/watch?v=yTo6rT5pm28&feature=youtu.be. 

The Ionia County Health Department received 900 vaccines for local hospitals and another 600 vaccines for the health 
department, according to Health Officer Ken Bowen, who said by the end of this past week, his department will have 
130 of its 600 doses left, which will be used up by early this week. 

Bowen said Ionia County residents 65 and older can sign up at ioniacounty.org/health/covid-19-vaccine/vaccine-
registration online to find out when the vaccine will be available to them; however, he said his department does not 
currently even have enough vaccine to cover the Phase 1B population. 

“It could be a month or more before we have enough vaccine,” Bowen told the Daily News. 

  

COVID-19 VACCINES AT SPECTRUM 

Spectrum Health officials announced on Saturday morning it would begin vaccinating people 65 and older starting on 
Monday, Jan. 11. 

“At this time, please do not call your provider’s office for vaccine scheduling,” the Spectrum statement said. “To 
prepare for scheduling your COVID-19 vaccination, follow the steps below. If you require special assistance or have 
difficulty with MyChart, we are working on making other scheduling options available soon.” 

Step 1: Log in or create a Spectrum Health MyChart account at 
mychart.spectrumhealth.org/MyChart/Authentication/Login? online. 

“We will use Spectrum Health MyChart as a primary means of confirming your eligibility and notifying you when 
you are able to schedule. You do not need to be a Spectrum Health patient to use this service.” 

Step 2: Fill out the COVID-19 Vaccination Survey found in Spectrum Health MyChart. 
All Spectrum Health MyChart users ages 16 and older will have a COVID-19 Vaccination Survey available to them 
in their MyChart account. The survey will ask if you are interested in the COVID-19 vaccine and will help us 
understand what vaccination phase you are in. Please note: completing this questionnaire does not mean you will be 
scheduled for an appointment immediately. 

“Upon logging in to your Spectrum Health MyChart on a desktop, click on “Health” at the top of your MyChart 
screen. Next, click “Questionnaires” in the menu as shown below. After clicking “Questionnaires” you will see 
“COVID-19 Vaccination Survey.” Click on the survey and follow on-screen instructions to begin. 

Step 3: You will receive a MyChart message when you are able to self-schedule your vaccination. 

“Based on your survey responses, the Michigan Department of Health & Human Services vaccine distribution 
guidance and Spectrum Health’s available vaccine supply, you will receive a notification when you are able to self-

http://youtube.com/watch?v=yTo6rT5pm28&feature=youtu.be.
http://ioniacounty.org/health/covid-19-vaccine/vaccine-registration
http://ioniacounty.org/health/covid-19-vaccine/vaccine-registration
http://mychart.spectrumhealth.org/MyChart/Authentication/Login
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schedule your vaccine appointment. Even when you become eligible appointments may not be available right away, 
so we continue to ask for your patience,” the Spectrum statement said. 

To learn more about the COVID-19 vaccine at Spectrum Health, visit www.spectrumhealth.org/covid19/covid-19-
vaccine online. 

Source: Spectrum Health 

 

http://www.spectrumhealth.org/covid19/covid-19-vaccine
http://www.spectrumhealth.org/covid19/covid-19-vaccine
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Walk-In System Guru

ENJOY A SAFE, SPA-LIKE
BATHING EXPERIENCE

WITHOUT LEAVING HOME.

Walk-In Bath &
Shower Systems

517-803-2284
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Previous sales
excluded. Good at initial presentation only. $500 off full

service install of Kohler Bath or Shower by New Bath Today.
Financing offer for qualified buyers only.

YOUR COMPLETE BATH OR SHOWER PURCHASE!

LIMITED-TIME SPECIAL OFFER
TAKE AN EXTRA

OFF
$500

No Payments Until
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SAY GOOD-BYE TO YOUR
OLD GUTTER PROBLEMS

• LeafGuard® is guaranteed never to clog
or we’ll clean it for FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters

• Durable, all-weather tested system
not a flimsy attachment *Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free.

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
517.657.4599

Starting Monday, Michigan local
health departments are allowed to ad-
minister the COVID-19 vaccine to
teachers, child care workers and peo-
ple over 65, an important step toward
ending the coronavirus pandemic,
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and state
health officials said last week.

But Michiganders who fall into
those groups shouldn’t expect to get a
dose anytime soon. COVID-19 vaccina-
tion appointments remain limited in
the Lansing area despite the expan-
sion of vaccine-eligible Michiganders.

Whitmer’s Wednesday announce-
ment was “very unfortunate,” Mid-
Michigan District Health Department
Health Officer Marcus Cheatham said
in a video he posted onlineFriday. 

People are eager to get vaccine ap-
pointments, but health departments
don’t have enough doses to vaccinate
such a broad group quickly, he said.

“All of the health departments are
very mad at her because we hardly
have any vaccine and mostly don’t
know when we’re going to get more,”
he said.

Mid-Michigan Health Department,
which covers Clinton, Gratiot and
Montcalm counties, has received 1,100 

COVID-19
vaccine
in short
supply
Eligibility expands, but
availability is limited

Carol Thompson
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

People are eager to get vaccine
appointments.
NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

See VACCINE, Page 4A

Michigan State Capitol Commission-
ers voted unanimously to ban open car-
ry inside public spaces in the Capitol
building two days before the Michigan
legislature is scheduled to meet for the
first time this year. 

The ban, effective immediately, will
not apply to Michigan State Police
troopers, Capitol security officers, ser-
geants-at-arms or licensed police offi-
cers who are properly identified and
working in their official duty. Concealed

carry is still allowed by people with valid
concealed pistol licenses who are in
compliance with state regulations.

Their decision is contentious but

“relevant to the times that we’re in,”
commissioner John Truscott said be-
fore Monday’s vote. .

Commissioners hastily scheduled
the Monday meeting on Friday as the
country reeled from a violent mob’s at-
tack on the U.S. Capitol last week.
“Open carry firearms in the Capitol”
was the only topic they placed on the
agenda.

Their unanimous support for an
open carry ban was an about-face
from September, when commissioners
split 3-3 on a similar proposal. Com-
missioners John Truscott, Gary Ran-
dall and Margaret O’Brien reversed
their September decision and joined
Joan Bauer, Kerry Chartkoff and Wil-

No open carry at Mich. Capitol
Commissioners united
after riot in Washington

Carol Thompson
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

Open carry at the sate Capitol was
banned in a unanimous vote. MATTHEW

DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL FILE

See OPEN CARRY, Page 4A

LOW INCOME, HIGH VISIBILITY

Joe Droste of Lansing holds a peace dove during a protest organized by the Metro Lansing Poor People’s

Campaign on Monday in front of city hall in downtown Lansing. The protest was conducted to bring

attention to issues faced by low-income people such as problems surrounding Porter Senior Apartments and

area utility shutoffs. See story, Page 3A. NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL 
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doses of the COVID-19 vaccine, he
said. Roughly 50,000 people in the
three-county district are technically
eligible because they are health care
workers, essential workers or over 65.

It would take four months to vacci-
nate 50,000 people even if the depart-
ment could secure enough doses,
Cheatham estimated.

Health departments focus
on priority groups

It’s a similar story for the Ingham
County Health Department. There are
about 83,000 people in Ingham Coun-
ty technically eligible for the vaccine,
like health care workers, teachers,
child care providers or over 65, county
Health Officer Linda Vail estimated. 

The department will receive 2,000
doses of the vaccine this week, she
said. It will take a long time to vacci-
nate eligible residents with that kind
of supply.

That’s why the Ingham County
Health Department is not yet vacci-
nating everyone over 65. As of Mon-
day, the department is vaccinating law
enforcement officers, firefighters,
shelter workers, corrections officers,
education workers who have direct
contact with children and people 70
and older.

Ingham and other nearby health de-
partments have set up a screening sys-
tem that organizes vaccine-eligible
people based on their priority group.

They’re asking interested residents
to fill out an online survey, answer
questions about their risk of exposure
to the coronavirus or of developing a
serious case of COVID-19. 

Health department staff will sched-
ule people for vaccination appoint-
ments based on how likely they are to
catch or die from the disease. Some-
one over 70 who has a chronic medical
condition and works in a school would
be in line before a retired 65-year-old
who spends most of his time at home,
for example.

“That is the ethical thing to do,” Vail
said.

He’s 71 and works in a school. He’ll
be vaccinated in April. 

Joe Costello falls in two categories
of Michiganders who recently got clos-
er to the COVID-19 vaccine — he’s 71
and the Bellevue High School boys var-
sity basketball coach. 

He has a history of heart attacks
and wants the vaccine. He’ll have to
wait. 

Costello, an Eaton County resident,
filled out a COVID-19 vaccine interest
form on the Barry-Eaton District
Health Department website after he
learned the state was allowing health
departments to vaccinate more
groups. He was told his appointment

would be sometime in April.
“I’m 71, I’m a high school coach,

which means I’m a part of the staff. I’m
in the school all the time,” he said. “If I
can’t get it, when are the normal people
going to get it?”

The vaccine’s bumpy 
rollout in Michigan

Dr. Joneigh Khaldun implored Michi-
ganders to be patient Friday as she
spoke at a livestreamed press confer-
ence alongside Whitmer. 

“We don’t want people to be frustrat-
ed by this,” said Khaldun, Michigan
chief medical executive. “We knew this
would happen because we just don’t
have enough vaccine in the state and I
ask for patience as our health systems
and our local health departments devel-
op systems to provide the vaccine to as
many people as possible.”

The federal government has not allo-
cated enough vaccine to Michigan to
meet demand, she said, alluding to
questions over what is causing the slow
distribution.

As of Monday, the state’s COVID-19
vaccine dashboard shows 725,850 dos-
es have been shipped throughout the
state, with most going to hospitals. Only
195,240 doses have been administered,
also mostly by hospitals.

The dashboard doesn’t tell the whole
story, Whitmer said.

The 60,000 doses of the Pfizer vac-
cine that come into the state each week
are shipped right away to hospitals and
health departments, which are asked to
use them within a week, she said Friday.
Doses of the Moderna vaccine are sent
directly to CVS and Walgreens, which
administers them to long-term care fa-
cility residents and staff.

Whitmer also urged the federal gov-
ernment to release more doses.

“We will get everyone who wants a
vaccine vaccinated,” she said, “but we
need to be a little bit patient.”

Still, state and local health officials
show a measured optimism. Cheatham
predicted the shortage would start to
ease in February as more COVID-19 vac-
cines get federal approval. Whitmer on
Friday predicted many education work-
ers would be vaccinated in the next
month and said the state continues to
increase the doses administered a day. 

How to get in line for COVID-19 vac-
cines in Clinton, Eaton and Ingham
counties

Pharmacies and health care provid-
ers will eventually help in administering
the COVID-19 vaccine to many Michi-
ganders, Cheatham said in his Friday
video. He predicted most people will get
doses from their regular doctors and
pharmacists, not the health depart-
ment.

Meanwhile, Health departments are
collecting interest forms from people
who want to receive the COVID-19 vac-
cine. Here’s how to find those forms: 

Ingham County: People who live and
work in Ingham County can fill out a
health department interest form. They
can be found on the department’s web-
site, hd.ingham.org, in the COVID-19
updates and response page. Click on
“vaccine information“ to find a link to
the form.

Eaton County: A link to the Barry-
Eaton District Health Department’s
vaccine interest form is available at bar-
ryeatonhealth.org/covid-19-vaccine-in-
formation.

Clinton County: A link to the Mid-
Michigan District Health Department’s
vaccine interest form is available at
mmdhd.org/covid-vaccine-informa-
tion.

Contact Carol Thompson at
ckthompson@lsj.com. 

Vaccine
Continued from Page 1A

Pharmacy Manager John Wininger, left, administers the COVID-19 vaccine for
ICU nurse Dawn Chapel at McLaren Greater Lansing hospital on Dec. 17 in
Lansing. NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

liam Kandler in supporting the ban
Monday.

Randall said he voted against the
September proposal because he antic-
ipated the legislature would take ac-
tion on limiting firearms. 

That didn’t happen and doesn’t ap-
pear likely in the upcoming term. 

Incoming House Speaker Jason
Wentworth, R-Clare, argued commis-
sioners do not have authority to set a
weapons policy and said he will be
“looking at options for handling that
moving forward,” his office said in a
statement. He said troopers would be
enforcing the open carry ban and
asked everyone to respect it in the
meantime. 

Last year both Attorney General Da-
na Nessel and an attorney hired by the
commission determined commission-
ers have the authority to set weapons
policies in the building.

Commissioners begrudgingly
agreed. 

“Right now it appears we’re the only
game in town,” said Randall, House
clerk and commission chair. “If the leg-
islature chooses to more clearly define
and limit the Capitol Commission’s au-
thority to act in this respect, I don’t
think the commission would care one
bit. It would be welcome. This is not
something we asked for.”

The Capitol Commission, an ap-
pointed six-member group charged
with overseeing the Capitol building
and grounds, has studied and debated
Capitol weapons policies since a rau-
cous April 30 protest when demon-
strators opposed to coronavirus lock-
downs crowded into the building,
many of them carrying long guns.

Some armed protesters stood in the
Senate gallery above working lawmak-
ers and others tried to enter the floor of
the House. It was a threatening display,
said Rep. Sarah Anthony, D-Lansing,
who has called for a weapons ban since
that protest.

In an emotional testimony at the
Capitol commission’s September meet-
ing, Anthony said she feared for her
safety in the building and said the pres-
ence of weapons could be intimidating
to lawmakers discussing or voting on
controversial bills.

For some, banning 
open carry isn’t enough

Some Michigan Democrats pushed
for stronger restrictions than an open
carry ban. 

Nessel said an open carry ban “does
little to meaningfully improve the safety
and security of our Capitol” because
concealed guns are as deadly as visible
ones.

Sen. Dayna Polehanki, D-Livonia,
also called for a complete ban on fire-

arms in the building.
“Most mass shootings are carried out

with handguns and dying by bullets dis-
charged from shorter barrels is not a
compromise, nor a solution,” she said in
a statement released Monday. “We
dodged a bullet April 30 when our Capi-
tol Building was stormed, and no deaths
occurred, but the events of Jan. 6 last
week in Washington, D.C. showed how
quickly lives can be changed in an in-
stant.”

Further security measures would
have to come from lawmakers, Randall
said. 

Randall and other Capitol commis-
sioners who opposed an outright ban on
weapons in September said they were
uncomfortable passing a policy they
couldn’t enforce. Enforcement would
require metal detectors, security up-
grades and a bigger security budget

“It would take the governor and the
legislature to come to the commission
and say ‘we’re ready to fund that and we
think you should do it.’”

Contact Carol Thompson at
ckthompson@lsj.com. 

Open carry
Continued from Page 1A

Protesters outside the House chambers at the Michigan Capitol on April 30.
MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

The Calhoun County Sheriff has
apologized to a Springfield man who
was arrested by deputies Jan. 2 while
collecting signatures in Springfield.

Sheriff Steve Hinkley and Under-
sheriff Tim Hurtt met Saturday with
La’Ron Marshall and Marshall’s attor-
ney.

“The sheriff told him that in police
work when we get things right they are
right and when we get things wrong
they are wrong and on Jan. 2 we were
wrong,” Hurtt said Monday. “You
should not have been arrested and you

should not have been
treated in the manner
you were and we are
sorry.

“And he thanked Mr.
Marshall for the oppor-
tunity to meet with
him,” Hurtt said.

Marshall, 44, was ar-
rested and spent the night in the Cal-
houn County jail after two deputies
were called while Marshall was col-
lecting signatures for a tenants associ-
ation at Wyndtree Apartments, where
Marshall lives.

Marshall was accused of violating a
Springfield ordinance prohibiting so-
licitation, although Hinkley acknowl-
edged last week that the deputy didn’t
know there was not that type of ordi-
nance in Springfield.

The encounter and arrest was cap-
tured on a Ring doorbell video and cell
phone camera operated by the woman
who lived at the residence where the
deputies found Marshall.

Marshall told the deputies he was
not soliciting, merely seeking signa-
tures for his petition and then refused
to provide his identification. The dep-
uty said he was being arrested for re-
sisting and obstructing an officer, a fel-
ony with a maximum possible sen-
tence of two-years in prison.

Saturday, Hinkley told Marshall the
charge was being dismissed and Pros-
ecutor David Gilbert said Monday he
has begun that process.

“We are not pursuing charges,” Gil-
bert said. “I have looked at it and we
are not pursuing charges.”

“They issued an apology,” Marshall
said Monday. “The sheriff personally
apologized and the prosecutor said the
charges are being dropped.

“I am satisfied that they formally
apologized. It’s a start.”

The department has not publicly
named the two deputies involved in
the arrest. One was placed on paid ad-
ministrative leave. The other was not.
Hurtt said the department’s internal
investigation is continuing.

Marshall said his attorney is seek-
ing more information about the role of
the second deputy.

Beyond the apology, Marshall said
he believes attitudes must change.

“The mindset has to change, be-
cause thoughts become your deeds,”
he said. “Once the attitudes change
then the patterns and practices begin
to change.”

He said he would like to help be a
bridge between law enforcement and
the Black community.

“I want to push for reform and I said
I would like to be part of that. I can be
one of the leaders that can bridge that
gap and be a line of communication
and a line of understanding.”

He said he is hopeful that the inci-
dent will “shed some light on the prob-
lem in the criminal justice system. I am
tired of being racially profiled and con-
sidered a suspicious person just be-
cause I am Black.”

Sheriff
apologizes
to man for
wrongful
arrest 
Department’s internal
investigation continues

Trace Christenson Battle Creek Enquirer

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

Marshall

“The sheriff told him that in

police work when we get

things right they are right

and when we get things

wrong they are wrong and

on Jan. 2 we were wrong.”
Tim Hurtt
Calhoun County undersheriff
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Greenville Public Schools teachers, staff begin 
receiving vaccine for COVID-19  
By Cory Smith | on January 12, 2021  

GREENVILLE — For many teachers and staff throughout Greenville Public Schools (GPS), Monday proved to be a 
monumental day in their efforts to educate and care for students amid a pandemic.  

 

Greenville High School paraprofessional Kathy Cavendish, right, receives the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine Monday 
at Spectrum Health United Hospital. About 100 teachers and staff from Greenville Public Schools were able to 
receive the vaccine, with Superintendent Linda Van Houten stating that all district employees will have the chance to 
receive a vaccine soon as more clinics are held. — Submitted photo | Chris Clark, Spectrum Health 

It marked the first time in 10 weeks for high school students, and about nine weeks for elementary students, that those 
students and their teachers were back to learning in-person, seated with their peers in the classroom instead of alone 
behind a computer screen in their home.  

https://thedailynews.cc/author/csmith/
https://thedailynews.cc/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/loc-0112-cs-GPS-vaccine-1.jpg
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“Some were quite excited to be back, and while some joke around about how they’d rather not be in school at all, they 
were all 100% glad to be done with distance learning,” Greenville High School science teacher Tami Braginton said.  

After being restricted to distance learning from home due to rising positive cases and deaths attributed to the 
coronavirus, students and teachers rejoiced in the opportunity to be together, face-to-face, once again.  

And Monday’s return to the classroom was trumped by yet one more occasion — receiving the COVID-19 vaccine.  

According to Superintendent Linda Van Houten, of the nearly 475 total staff employed throughout the school district 
and its seven school buildings, 390 had expressed an interest in receiving a vaccine, many with the hope that they 
could obtain it before returning to the classroom.  

Last week, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer announced that Phase 1B of the state’s COVID-19 vaccine distribution process — 
which includes essential workers such as teachers, child care providers, jail staff and those age 65 and up — would 
begin Monday, where available for distribution.  

Fortunately for many staff members, 100 doses of Moderna vaccine were available at Spectrum Health United 
Hospital.  

According to Spectrum Health United and Kelsey COO Jon Ashford, while working in coordination with the Mid-
Michigan District Health Department, United Hospital was happy to hold a vaccination clinic for Greenville staff and 
other essential workers.  

“We have been collaborating with the Mid-Michigan District Health Department and they sent a request out, asking if 
we can take on Greenville Public Schools, and our answer was ‘we’d be happy to,’” he said. “Fast forward a week 
since then and we have about 100 or so teachers and staff getting vaccinated today.”  

 

Greenville Middle School science teacher Joseph Conley, right, receives the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine Monday at 
Spectrum Health United Hospital. About 100 teachers and staff from Greenville Public Schools were able to receive 
the vaccine, with Superintendent Linda Van Houten stating that all district employees will have the chance to receive 
a vaccine soon as more clinics are held. — Submitted photo | Chris Clark, Spectrum Health 

Braginton described receiving the vaccine as delivering a “peace of mind” as she now returns to her classroom full of 
students.  

https://thedailynews.cc/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/loc-0112-cs-GPS-vaccine-2.jpg
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“I think it’s the first step in ensuring that students can remain in our building and we can remain with face-to-face 
learning for our kiddos,” she said. “If our teachers and staff can get it, that’s a big step forward. Going back to the 
classroom with this vaccine, I have a little bit more safety and security in my mind that I will be vaccinated against 
this virus.”  

Braginton said she had no hesitation in signing up to receive the vaccine, and upon eventually receiving her second 
shot in another 28 days, she is confident it will help her and her colleagues remain in the classroom.  

“Knowing that I can go back and fully engage in my job without worrying about becoming ill — or deathly ill — it’s 
definitely an advantage, I think, in my opinion,” she said.  “I did not expect it (the vaccine) to happen this fast for us 
teachers, so this is pretty awesome.”  

For Joseph Conley, a science teacher at Greenville Middle School, receiving the first dose was equally as beneficial.  

“It’s a sense of security, but I kind of feel like it’s a duty as well, a responsibility,” he said. “I whole-heartedly believe 
that a vaccine is the way to go, just scientifically speaking. Not only am I protecting myself, but you’re protecting 
other people. You’re also protecting other people who maybe can’t get the vaccine.”  

While Kimberly Bell, the dean of students at Satterlee School, said she wasn’t originally convinced receiving the 
vaccine was necessarily the right thing to do with it being developed under emergency conditions, after consulting 
with her doctor, she chose to receive it.  

“I was a little hesitant,” she said. “We don’t know the long-term effects, but I checked with my doctor, and he advised 
that I get it.” 

By getting the vaccine, Bell is hopeful things can begin to now trend a bit toward “normalcy.”  

With only 100 vaccines available for this first clinic, Van Houten said she provided the hospital with a list of all staff 
who expressed an interest in getting the vaccine The hospital then randomly called individuals on the list to set them 
up with an appointment.  

 

Greenville High School science teacher Tami Braginton, left, receives the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine Monday at 
Spectrum Health United Hospital. About 100 teachers and staff from Greenville Public Schools were able to receive 

https://thedailynews.cc/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/loc-0112-cs-GPS-vaccine-3.jpg
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the vaccine, with Superintendent Linda Van Houten stating that all district employees will have the chance to receive 
a vaccine soon as more clinics are held. — Submitted photo | Chris Clark, Spectrum Health 

As Van Houten visited the clinic to observe and support her staff, she said she witnessed a sight of teachers laughing, 
smiling and crying, grateful to receive the vaccine.  

“This is truly a great day for GPS and we are thrilled this day is finally here,” she said. “We look forward to getting 
everyone vaccinated and know that this goal is within our reach now and that gives us so much hope.” 

Ashford stressed the importance of getting those in the field of education vaccinated, which he described as an 
important step in creating a safe environment for teachers to return to the classroom.  

“Greenville Public Schools is a tremendous pillar in our community,” he said. “I think it’s very important for us to get 
our children back to school. We all lean on the teachers and staff for not only the excellent education they provide, but 
many members of our community need that resource of public education so they can maintain their daily lives.” 

Ashford said the hospital will continue to hold clinics for those who qualify under the state’s COVID-19 vaccine 
distribution process, as it receives doses of the vaccine and has them in stock.  

Those seeking more information about potentially receiving the vaccine can visit spectrumhealth.org/covid19/covid-
19-vaccine. 

 
  
 

http://spectrumhealth.org/covid19/covid-19-vaccine.
http://spectrumhealth.org/covid19/covid-19-vaccine.
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MMDHD Experiencing COVID-19 Vaccine Shortage

Posted on Wednesday, January 13th, 2021 and is filed under News. You can follow any responses to this
entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can skip to the end and leave a response. Pinging is currently not allowed.

The Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD) has begun the process of administering the COVID-
19 vaccine, but a limited supply is slowing their efforts.

  The Mid-Michigan District Health Department reminds community members that there has been an unfortunate
shortfall in the expected supply of COVID-19 vaccine across the country and most of the existing vaccines have
already been allocated. We want to tell you what is being done to create more opportunities for vaccination.

 MMDHD is currently vaccinating those in priority group 1A (first responders, health care, adult foster care,
assisted living, skilled nursing, and home health care workers) and those in priority group 1B (those 65 years of
age and older, first responders not vaccinated in 1A, corrections and jail staff, childcare providers, K-12 school
staff, homeless shelter staff, drug rehabilitation center staff, transient living staff, and CPS workers).

 If you fall into one of these groups, you unfortunately may not be able to get vaccinated right away because of
the vaccine supply shortage.

 The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) website shows that our counties received a
total of 8,900 doses of vaccine. However, most of those doses went to other health care providers. MMDHD
only received 1,600 doses for Clinton, Gratiot, and Montcalm counties. Most people will actually be vaccinated
by another health care provider, not the health department.

 Those wishing to make an appointment to get vaccinated at the health department should visit their website at
www.mmdhd.org.

 Unfortunately, all of the MMDHD clinics are currently full, but be sure to check their website often as they may
have cancellations. When they receive more vaccine, additional clinics will be added and posted on our website.
As soon as other health care providers share links to their vaccination clinics, the MMDHD will put those on
their website as well.

 MMDHD is doing five things right now to increase access to the vaccine:
1. They are ordering the Pfizer vaccine, but the supply is limited. 2. They will set up clinics staffed by the
National Guard and will let their communities know when that occurs.
3. They are ordering vaccines to share with area pharmacies, but it will take time before it is received. It would
be ideal if people could get vaccinated at their pharmacy, just like the flu shot.

 4. Only 1/3 of area health care providers currently offer COVID vaccinations. MMDHD is helping them get
certified to offer the vaccine so people can get vaccinated by their own doctor. Some hospitals have already
started emailing their patients about this option.

 5. They will be partnering with area agencies on aging to help senior citizens who have difficulty with
transportation to get to a vaccination location.

 MMDHD knows scheduling an appointment online might be difficult for some of their elderly residents or those
with no access to a computer or the internet. Community partners are being recruited to assist with scheduling,
but in the meantime, they are encouraging those residents to ask a family member, friend, or neighbor with
internet access to help them schedule an appointment. Additional options will be posted on their website as soon
as they are finalized. You can also call 211 for assistance.

 If you would like to be notified when they schedule additional clinics, you may sign up to receive their E-
newsletter by visiting their website at www.mmdhd.org and looking for the “sign up for updates” section of the
home page.

 MMDHD is currently administering the Moderna vaccine. A second dose is required 28 days after the first dose.
Instructions on when to return to receive your second dose will be given at your first vaccination appointment.

 MMDHD’s phone line is experiencing high call volumes, so if you need to call one of their offices, you can
expect delays. They have had numerous people call their office to ask how to schedule an appointment or to let
them know that the COVID-19 clinics shown on their website are full. They are asking that you refrain from
calling for these reasons because their phone line is not able to handle such a high volume of calls.

 The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services reported earlier in the month that local public health
departments would be receiving a shipment of KN95 masks that the public could have for free. The Mid-

http://gcherald.com/category/news/
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Michigan District Health Department has not received the shipment yet, but when it does will place a notice on
their website.
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By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Union Township Board of 
Trustees approved all new busi-
ness items at first meeting of the 
year.

The meeting was held on 
Wednesday, Jan. 13 at 7 p.m. and 
it could be viewed via Zoom or lis-
tened to over the phone.

The first item on the agenda 
was to approve a resolution to 
allow a resident to appeal to the 
Board of Review in writing with-
out a personal appearance by the 
taxpayer or his or her agent.

According to the action request 
form from Township Assessor Ed-
ward VanderVries, “the General 
Property Tax Act allows for the 
Board of Trustees to authorize, by 
adoption of an ordinance or res-
olution, a taxpayer to file a pro-
test with the Board of Review in 
writing without an appearance in 
person or by their agent. The ap-
proval of the resolution provides 
a convenient way for taxpayers to 
file claims with the Board of Re-
view.”

The item was approved unani-
mously by the Board.

MT. PLEASANT

Union Township 
OKs business 
items at meeting

By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

Normally his time of year the 
Gratiot Area Chamber of Com-
merce is gearing up for its an-
nual dinner and awards pro-
gram to honor the top citizens in 
Alma, Breckenridge, Ithaca and 
St. Louis.

The event unusually attracts a 
crowd of 200 or more from 
throughout the county.

However, these are still not 
normal times.

The chamber has announced it 
will not be holding its award ban-
quet, which takes place annually 
in late January at Masonic Path-
ways’ Doig Chapel.

This would have been the 27th 
year for the event.

Chamber Executive Director 
Brenden Kelley was in New Jer-
sey due to the death of his sister, 
according to his administrative 
assistant Sheila Bishop.

However, he did leave a mes-
sage with her in response to an 

ALMA

Gratiot Area 
Chamber 
awards dinner 
is canceled

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MICHIGAN STATE POLICE

A trooper’s disabled patrol vehicle sits on the edge of a road following an incident in which a man, identified by police as 36-year-old Jonah 
Vaughn, pictured below, rammed the vehicle twice following a stop. According to reports, Vaughn refused to identify himself while the 
vehicle’s initial driver was being questioned outside the vehicle. Vaughn then reportedly slid into the driver’s seat and fled the scene, with 
the trooper pursuing.

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Michigan State Police (MSP) 
are in search of 36-year-old man 
who fled the scene and rammed 
a vehicle into a patrol vehicle, 
while the troopers were trying 
to locate a wanted suspect.

According to a press release 
from the MSP, a trooper from the 
MSP Cadillac Post was assisting 
the MSP Seventh District Fugi-
tive Team to locate a wanted sus-
pect on Wednesday, Jan. 13 at ap-
proximately 11:19 a.m.

The trooper stopped an older 
model Dodge pickup on Maple 
Street in McBain with two men 
inside. The driver was asked to 
exit the vehicle and speak with 
the Fugitive Team.

While the driver was talk-
ing with the Fugitive Team, the 
trooper was attempting to iden-
tify the passenger inside the 
truck. The passenger refused to 
provide any identification. When 
the trooper asked the passenger 
to take the keys out of the igni-
tion, the passenger slid over to 

the driver side and fled the scene. 
The trooper pursued and the sus-
pect rammed the patrol vehicle 
twice. 

The second time the patrol 
vehicle was rammed it caused it 
to swerve into the ditch and be-
come disabled. 

The suspect continued and the 
Dodge truck was found aban-
doned on Fourth Street in Mar-
ion.

The trooper was treated at 
the Cadillac Hospital for non-
life-threatening injuries and re-
leased.

The suspect who rammed 
the patrol vehicle, has been 
identified as 36-year-old Jonah 
Vaughn. Vaughn has a Wiscon-
sin operator’s license and is also 
the suspect in an earlier Unau-
thorized Driving Away of an Au-
tomobile complaint.

Vaughn is believed to be in the 
Harrison area. 

Anyone with information of 
his whereabouts or sees him is 
asked to call Gaylord Area Re-
gional Dispatch at 1-800-824-
7053 or call 911.

HARRISON

STATE POLICE SEEK MAN 
WHO RAMMED PATROL CAR

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Four COVID-19 deaths were 
reported across mid-Michigan 
Thursday, including two in Gra-
tiot County and one in Isabella 
County.

The deaths come as declining 

new cases have shifted one county 
off the highest risk coding in a 
county-level data dashboard.

The two deaths brings the to-
tal number of deaths in Gratiot 
County to 85, and an additional 
11 cases were reported from the 
county Thursday for a cumulative 
total of 2,327.

No information was available 

about who died or what demo-
graphic categories they fall into. 
Mid-Michigan District Health De-
partment stopped releasing that 
information before Christmas, 
citing a “geocoding error” with 
the state. The health department, 
which oversees Gratiot County, 
has also stopped updating the CO-
VID-19 dashboard on its website.

State records show that 57 of 
the county’s deaths involving 
nursing home residents, with two 
listed as new as of Thursday, one 

at Ashley Care Center and one at 
Masonic Health Care Center.

State records of long-term care 
facilities often take several days 
to update, and the MDHHS CO-
VID-19 data released Thursday af-
ternoon indicated that more than 
half of deaths reported that day 
were discovered during reviews of 
death certificates within the last 
30 days.

The additional death reported 
in Isabella County brings its total 
to 59. An additional eight cases 

were reported for a cumulative to-
tal of 3,329.

An additional seven cases were 
reported in Clare County for a cu-
mulative total of 1,203, with 57 
deaths.

Meanwhile, new cases across 
mid-Michigan have declined 
to where one county has been 
moved from the highest risk to 
the merely high risk, according to 
a prominent public health dash-
board.

Total includes two in Gratiot, one in Isabella; 
Mecosta County moves off high-risk category

CORONAVIRUS IN MID-MICHIGAN

Four new deaths reported in region

Trooper treated at hospital, suspect identified 
by authorities as 36-year-old Jonah Vaughn

Anyone with information of Jonah Vaughn’s whereabouts, or sees 
him, is asked to call Gaylord Area Regional Dispatch at 1-800-824-
7053 or call 911.
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STOCKS OF LOCAL INTEREST
Market in Review
                                                                                                                           Daily      YTD
Name  Ex DIV Yld PE Last Chg.  %Chg.

Gainers ($2 or more) Last Close %Chg. 

STOCK EXCHANGE HIGHLIGHTS

NYSE
15,044.38
+60.77

Nasdaq
13,112.64
-16.31

u d

ABB Ltd NY .76e 2.5 ... 30.74 +.47 +9.9
AT&T Inc NY 2.08 7.1 15 29.29 +.68 +1.8
Abbott Labs NY 1.80f 1.6 58 110.04 -1.66 +.5
Altria Group NY 3.44f 8.4 13 41.11 +.02 +.3
Amazon.com Inc NA ... ... cc 3127.47 -38.42 -4.0
American Airlines Gp NA .40 2.4 5 16.44 +.91 +4.2
Amgen NA 6.40 2.6 19 241.66 +3.92 +5.1
Apple Inc NA ... ... 47 128.91 -1.98 -2.8
BP PLC NY 2.46f 9.7 7 25.47 +.69 +24.1
Bionano Genomics Inc NA ... ... dd 6.95 +1.32 +125.6
BlackBerry Ltd NY ... ... dd 9.11 +1.67 +37.4
Block H&R NY 1.04 6.5 8 16.12 -.32 +1.6
CMS Engy NY 1.63 2.8 35 57.82 +.05 -5.2
CNA Financial NY 1.48 3.7 11 40.13 +.33 +3.0
CSX Corp NA 1.04 1.1 22 93.49 -1.15 +3.0
Campbell Soup NY 1.48f 3.2 17 45.87 +.44 -5.1
Chevron Corp NY 5.16 5.4 13 95.49 +2.24 +13.1
Cisco Syst NA 1.44 3.2 18 45.15 -.21 +.9
Citigroup NY 2.04 3.0 10 69.01 +2.15 +11.9
CocaCola Co NY 1.64 3.3 30 49.23 -.93 -10.2
Colgate-Palmolive NY 1.76 2.1 31 81.94 -.55 -4.2
ConAgra Brands Inc NY 1.10f 3.2 22 34.05 +.67 -6.1
Corning Inc NY .88 2.3 16 38.03 +.86 +5.6
DPW Holdings Inc Mkt ... ... dd 5.60 +1.41 +28.7
DTE Energy Co NY 4.34f 3.6 22 121.70 -.13 +.2
Datasea Inc NA ... ... ... 3.55 +1.17 +77.5
Deere Co NY 3.04 1.0 30 302.85 +1.63 +12.6
Disney NY 1.76 1.0 23 173.43 -2.69 -4.3
Dover Corp NY 1.96 1.5 32 126.94 -.18 +.5
DuPont de Nemours NY 1.20 1.5 9 82.61 -.88 +16.2
Exxon Mobil Corp NY 3.48 6.9 12 50.31 +1.89 +22.1
Ford Motor NY ... ... 8 10.17 +.39 +15.7
FuelCell Energy NA ... ... ... 17.60 -1.54 +57.6
GameStop Corp NY 1.52 3.8 dd 39.91 +8.51 +111.8
Gen Electric NY .04 .3 dd 11.66 +.09 +8.0
Genuine Parts NY 3.16 3.0 19 104.95 -.94 +4.5
GlaxoSmithKline PLC NY 2.89e 7.6 ... 38.16 +.48 +3.7
HP Inc NY .78f 3.0 8 25.62 -.09 +4.2
Halliburton NY .18m .8 12 21.76 +.19 +15.1
Harley Davidson NY .08m .2 14 40.80 +1.12 +11.2
Hershey Company NY 3.22f 2.2 32 147.42 -2.50 -3.2
Home Depot NY 6.00 2.2 27 268.34 -5.71 +1.0
Honeywell Intl NY 3.72f 1.8 23 208.61 +1.59 -1.9
Ideanomics Inc NA ... ... dd 3.30 +.59 +65.8
Indep Bk Cp MI NA .80 3.9 1 20.59 +.33 +11.5
Intel Corp NA 1.32 2.2 20 59.25 +2.30 +18.9
IBM NY 6.52 5.1 13 128.97 +2.05 +2.5
JPMorgan Chase NY 3.60 2.6 14 141.17 +.82 +11.1
Jaguar Health Inc NA ... ... ... 3.33 -.36 +308.6
Johnson & Johnson NY 4.04 2.5 27 160.65 +2.76 +2.1
Kellogg Co NY 2.28 3.9 14 59.05 -.09 -5.1
Kroger Co NY .72f 2.2 16 33.14 +1.15 +4.3
Lexicon Pharma NA ... ... dd 8.05 +4.13 +135.4
McDonalds Corp NY 5.16f 2.5 32 208.50 -3.59 -2.8
Merck & Co NY 2.60f 3.2 31 82.17 -.17 +.5
Microsoft Corp NA 2.24 1.1 42 213.02 -3.32 -4.2
Miller Herman NA .84m 2.3 16 35.92 +.44 +6.3
Nano Dimension Ltd NA ... ... ... 10.37 -1.06 +14.0
Oracle Corp NY .96 1.6 64 61.60 -.46 -4.8
PNC Financial NY 4.60 2.8 15 161.50 +2.40 +8.4
PepsiCo NA 4.09 2.9 16 141.76 -.83 -4.4
Perrigo Co plc NY .90 2.0 22 44.65 -1.47 -.2
Pfizer Inc NY 1.56f 4.2 15 36.75 -.11 -.2
Philip Morris Intl NY 4.80f 5.9 16 81.18 -.03 -1.9
Plug Power Inc NA ... ... dd 66.54 -2.96 +96.2
Rite Aid Corp NY ... ... ... 18.44 +.42 +16.5
Schlumberger Ltd NY .50 1.9 16 25.96 +.50 +18.9
Sherwin Wms NY 5.36 .7 55 718.78 -9.36 -2.2
Southern Co NY 2.56 4.3 28 59.04 -.67 -3.9
Stryker Corp NY 2.52f 1.0 41 242.13 -1.07 -1.2
Sundial Growers Inc NA ... ... dd .69 +.03 +45.6
Sysco Corp NY 1.80 2.4 30 75.51 -.63 +1.7
TCF Financial Corp NA 1.40 3.2 13 44.42 +.24 +20.0
Tilray Inc NA ... ... dd 18.56 +3.54 +124.7
TransEnterix Inc Mkt ... ... ... 1.99 +.25 +218.4
UPS class B NY 4.04 2.5 28 163.47 +.36 -2.9
US Steel Corp NY .04 .2 13 22.14 -.46 +32.0
Verizon Comm NY 2.52 4.4 13 57.04 -.02 -2.9
Virgin Galactic Hldg NY ... ... ... 33.03 +5.47 +39.2
WalMart Strs NY 2.16 1.5 84 146.97 -.48 +2.0
Wells Fargo & Co NY .40m 1.2 8 34.75 +.95 +15.1
Wendys Co NA .28f 1.3 23 20.86 +.27 -4.8

Lexicon Pharma 8.05 +4.13 +105.4
Datasea Inc 3.55 +1.17 +49.2
3D Systems 32.01 +8.51 +36.2
Stable Road Acq un 25.40 +6.40 +33.7
DPW Holdings Inc 5.60 +1.41 +33.7
CPS Technology Corp 9.92 +2.46 +33.0
Acacia Communicat 113.64 +27.19 +31.5
AeroVironment Inc 125.29 +29.12 +30.3
Organogenesis Hold 9.49 +2.15 +29.3
Bicycle Therapeutics 25.50 +5.65 +28.5
CF Finance Acq II un 14.20 +3.05 +27.4
GameStop Corp 39.91 +8.51 +27.1
Stable Road Acquis A 21.59 +4.52 +26.5
Ferroglobe plc 2.25 +.44 +24.3
Technical Commun 5.83 +1.12 +23.8
Sino-Global Shipping 3.39 +.65 +23.7
Tilray Inc 18.56 +3.54 +23.6
CF Finance Acq II A 13.29 +2.54 +23.6

DIVIDEND FOOTNOTES
a - Extra dividends were paid, but are not 
included. e - Amount declared or paid in 
last 12 months. f - Current annual rate, 
which was increased by most recent 
dividend announcement. j - Sum of divi-
dends paid this year. Most recent divi-

dend was omitted or deferred.  r - 
Declared or paid in preceding 12 months 
plus stock dividend. 

PE FOOTNOTES
q - Stock is a closed-end fund - no P/E 
ratio shown. cc - P/E exceeds 99. dd - 
Loss in last 12 months.

Friday, January 15, 2021

CASH GRAINS
 New 

Corn $5.04
Soybeans $14.00
R. Wheat $6.35
W. Wheat $6.45
Navy Ask
Blacks Ask
Pintos Ask
Small Reds Ask
Light Reds Ask
Crans Ask

Sarah Wright
Staff reporter
swright@medianewsgroup.com
989-779-6050

Greg Nelson
Staff reporter
989-779-6003
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com
 

Rick Mills 
Local news editor
rimills@medianewsgroup.com 
989-779-6003

Jim Lahde
Sports editor
jladhe@medianewsgroup.com
989-779-6061

Eric Baerren
Staff reporter
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
989-779-6066

For more ways to contact us,  
please visit us online at:

www.TheMorningSun.com/Contact

Volume 43, issue 317

MI LOTTERY
Thursday
Midday Daily 3: 9-4-2
Midday Daily 4: 2-5-1-1
Daily 3: 5-1-1
Daily 4: 6-9-4-6
Fantasy 5: 05-16-32-33-35
Keno: 06-08-10-11-17-19-
22-23-26-27-28-31-32-36-
37-40-62-63-73-75-76-79
Mega Millions: Estimated 
Jackpot: $750 million
Powerball: Estimated Jack-
pot: $640 million
The lottery numbers are not of-
ficial. Check www.michiganlot 
tery.com for confirmation.

A 21st Century Media  
Newspaper managed by  

MediaNews Group

inquiry about the status of 
the event from the Morn-
ing Sun.

“He said they are not 
having the dinner now but 
may do it in the summer 
depending on how (CO-
VID-19 restrictions) are by 
then,” she explained.

Last year’s awards ban-
quet took place before 
any restrictions on indoor 
gatherings were put into 
place.

Normally the recipi-
ents of the previous year’s 
awards would present the 

honor to the new winners.
The 2020 honorees were 

Michelle Pitts, Alma Order 
of the Tartan Award; Don 
and Angie Curtis, Breck-
enridge Distinguished 
Service Award; William 
DeVuyst, Ithaca Citizen of 
the Year Award, and Me-
lissa Allen, Spirit of St. 
Louis Award.

Bishop also noted that 
the annual Good Morning 
Gratiot breakfast meeting, 
held to honor those who 
opened new businesses or 
made major improvements 
over the past year, will also 
not take place.

Instead, Kelley will 
present those awards in-
dividually to the owners.

Canceled
FROM PAGE 1

The next item was to ap-
prove the 2021 Poverty Ex-
emption Guidelines Reso-
lution to be used by the 
Board of Review when 
considering property tax 
exemption requests.

The Board of Trustees 
are required each year to 
approve the guidelines for 
use by the Board of Review 
when considering poverty 
tax exemptions.

According to an ac-
tion request form from 
VanderVries, “To qualify, 
the taxpayer must com-
plete an application each 
year and must meet the 
Federal poverty guide-
lines for total income in 
the household and an as-
set test set by the local 
unit. The Board of Review 
is required to follow the 
policy and guidelines of 
the Township in granting 

or denying an exemption 
unless the Board of

Review determines 
there are substantial and 
compelling reasons why 
there should be a devia-
tion from the policy and 
guidelines.”

In terms of cost, based 
on current year applica-
tions, the total taxable 
value lost for the 2021 
tax year is estimated at 
$60,019. The estimate 
could be higher due to 
COVID-19 but there is no 
accurate way to estimate. 
The loss of tax revenue 
County-Wide is approxi-
mately $1,800.

“The individuals that 
are qualified for the ex-
emption avoid the possi-
bility that their residence 
could be forfeited for de-
linquent taxes,” the action 
request form said.

The item was approved 
unanimously by the Board.

For more information, 
visit uniontownshipmi.
com.

Union Twp.
FROM PAGE 1

FLINT » A new investigation 
of the Flint water disaster 
led to charges against nine 
people, including former 
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder 
and key members of his ad-
ministration, who are ac-
cused of various crimes in 
a calamitous plan that con-
taminated the community 
with lead and contributed 

to a fatal outbreak of Le-
gionnaires’ disease, author-
ities said Thursday.

Nearly seven years after 
the doomed decision to use 
the Flint River, pipes at more 
than 9,700 homes have been 
replaced and water quality 
has greatly improved. 

— The Associated Press

FLINT WATER CRISIS

Probe brings charges 
against Snyder, others

FLINT » Here are the former Michigan, state-appointed 
and local officials charged in the Flint water crisis, titles at 
the time, and charges, allegations and maximum penalties 
they face if convicted:

• Gov. Rick Snyder: Two misdemeanor counts of willful ne-
glect of duty. Failed to inquire into the performance, condi-
tion and administration of the public offices and officers 
he appointed and supervised; neglected his duty to protect 
citizens against disaster by failing to declare a state of 
emergency and/or disaster when he knew of a threat in 
Flint. One year in jail and a $1,000 fine on each count.

• Health and Human Services Director Nick Lyon: Nine felo-
ny counts of involuntary manslaughter. Caused the deaths 
of John Snyder on June 30, 2015; Debra Kidd on August 
2, 2015; Brian McHugh on July 5, 2015; Du Wayne Nelson 
on August 7, 2015; Nelda Hunt on July 22, 2015; Peter 
Derscha on Aug. 17, 2015; Thomas Mulcahy on Aug. 22, 
2015; Arthur Percy on Aug. 31, 2015; and Patricia Schaffer 
on July 23, 2015 by grossly negligent failure to protect the 
health of the citizens or by the negligent performance of 
that duty. Fifteen years in prison and a $7,500 fine on each 
count.

— One misdemeanor count of willful neglect of duty. Ne-
glected his duty to protect the health of citizens. One year 
and a $1,000 fine.

• Chief Medical Executive Eden Wells: Nine felony counts 
involuntary manslaughter. Caused the deaths of John 
Snyder on June 30, 2015; Debra Kidd on Aug. 2, 2015; 
Brian McHugh on July 5, 2015; Du Wayne Nelson on Aug. 7, 
2015; Nelda Hunt on July 22, 2015; Peter Derscha on Aug. 
17, 2015; Thomas Mulcahy on Aug. 22, 2015; Arthur Percy 
on Aug. 31, 2015; and Patricia Schaffer on July 23, 2015 
by negligent failure to protect the health of citizens or by 
the negligent performance of that duty. Fifteen years and a 
$7,500 fine on each count.

— Two felony counts of misconduct in office. Prevented 
and/or attempted to prevent the distribution of public 
health information about Legionnaires’ disease to impact-
ed communities; prevented and/or attempted to prevent 
state-appointed public health professionals from sharing 
information with the public and other public health offi-
cials about the Legionnaires’ outbreak in Genesee County. 
Five years and $10,000 fine on each count.

• Transformation manager Rich Baird: Felony perjury. Made 
a false statement or statements under oath during inves-
tigative subpoena testimony conducted on March 1, 2017. 
Fifteen years.

— Felony misconduct in office. Improperly used state per-
sonnel and resources. Five years and a $10,000 fine.
— Felony obstruction of justice. Attempted to influence or 
interfere with ongoing legal proceedings arising from the 
Flint water crisis. Five years and a $10,000 fine.
— Felony extortion. Communicated a threat to cause 
harm to the reputation or employment of a leader of the 
state-appointed Flint Area Community Health and Envi-
ronmental Partnership with the intent to coerce him to 
act against his will during its investigation into the source 
of the Legionnaires’ outbreak in Genesee County. Twenty 
years and a $10,000 fine.

• Jarrod Agen, chief of staff to Gov. Snyder: Felony perjury. 
Made a false statement or statements under oath during 
an investigative subpoena interview testimony conducted 
on Feb. 11, 2017. Fifteen years.

• State-appointed emergency manager Darnell Earley: 
Three felony counts of misconduct in office. Twice dissem-
inated misleading information about Flint’s drinking water 
while refusing to switch Flint’s source back to the Detroit 
Water and Sewerage Department, when he had knowledge 
of quality issues and health risks associated with Flint’s 
water; allowed Flint to incur debt in violation of the Home 
Rule City Act. Five years and a $10,000 fine on each count.

• State-appointed emergency manager Gerald Ambrose: 
Four counts of misconduct in office. From January 2015 to 
April 2015 rejected opportunities to switch Flint’s drink-
ing water source back to Detroit when he knew of quality 
issues and health risks associated with the drinking water 
as well as local opposition to continued use of the Flint 
River. Directed a consulting company hired by the city in 
early 2015 to address water quality and safety concerns to 
not evaluate or consider switching back to Detroit’s water 
when he had knowledge of quality issues and health risks 
associated with Flint’s water as well as local opposition 
to use of the Flint River. Just before his resignation as 
emergency manager in April 2015, when he knew of quality 
issues and health risks with Flint’s water as well as local 
opposition to use of the Flint River, committed the city to 
a $7 million emergency loan to address its ongoing deficit 
that impeded Flint’s ability to switch back to Detroit for its 
drinking water. Allowed Flint to incur debt in violation of 
the Home Rule City Act. Five years and a $10,000 fine on 
each count.

• Flint Director of Public Works Howard Croft: Two mis-
demeanor counts of willful neglect of duty. Neglected to 
communicate information or risks of health effects associ-
ated with Flint’s water. Neglected to pursue or communi-
cate corrosion concerns in the Flint water system. One year 
and a $1,000 fine each count.

• Nancy Peeler, early childhood health section manager in 
the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services. 
Two felony counts of misconduct in office. Concealed re-
sults of an analysis of elevated blood lead levels of children 
in Flint; misrepresented information about elevated blood 
lead levels of Flint children. Five years and a $10,000 fine 
on each count.

— Misdemeanor willful neglect of duty. Failed to act upon 
indications of elevated blood lead levels of Flint children. 
Five years and a $10,000 fine.

WHO’S CHARGED WITH WHAT

Mecosta County is the 
first mid-Michigan county 
to move from the red cod-
ing at the dashboard at 
Brown University’s School 
of Public Health county-
level dashboard to orange. 
Red is the highest level of 
risk; orange is the next 
level down.

Based on its seven-day 
average as of Sunday, Me-
costa had a 17.4 seven-
day average of new cases, 
which includes both con-
firmed and probable cases. 
Basic daily data released 
by the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Hu-
man Services breaks the 
two apart, with confirmed 
cases the most accurate.

The threshold separat-
ing the red from orange is 
a seven-day average of 25 
new cases. Isabella County 
is the second lowest on the 
dashboard, with a seven-
day average of 31.3, as of 
Sunday.

Last fall, the dashboard 
was affiliated by the Har-

vard Global Health Insti-
tute. The man cited as the 
dashboard’s top expert, Dr. 
Ashish Jha, lead the HGHI 
and is now dean at Brown 
last September.

An additional 11 cases 
were reported in Mecosta 
County on Thursday for a 
cumulative total of 1,697. 
Eleven county residents 
have died from the disease.

Elsewhere in mid-Mich-
igan, new and cumulative 
cases are as follows:

• In Gladwin County, 
an additional four cases 
were reported for a cumu-
lative total of 1,134, with 32 
deaths;

• In Midland County, an 
additional 29 cases were 
reported for a cumulative 
total of 3,874 cases, with 
49 deaths; and,

• In Montcalm County, 
an additional 13 cases 
were reported for a cumu-
lative total of 3,012, with 
76 deaths.

Statewide, another 139 
deaths were reported 
since Friday for a total of 
13,672 and another 2,698 
cases were reported Mon-
day for a cumulative total 
of 531,004.

Update
FROM PAGE 1

STATE BRIEF

Groups ask court to restore  
protections for U.S. gray wolves
BILLINGS, MONT. » Wildlife advocates on Thursday 
asked a federal court to overturn a U.S. government 
decision that stripped Endangered Species Act protec-
tions for wolves across most of the nation.

Two coalitions of advocacy groups filed lawsuits in 
U.S. District Court in Northern California seeking to 
restore safeguards for a predator that is revered by 
wildlife watchers but feared by many livestock pro-
ducers.

The Trump administration announced just days 
ahead of the Nov. 3 election that wolves were consid-
ered recovered. They had been wiped out across most 
of the U.S. by the 1930s under government-sponsored 
poisoning and trapping campaigns.

A remnant population in the western Great Lakes 
region has since expanded to some 4,400 wolves in 
Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin.

— The Associated Press
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COVID-19 Update: Cases Slow, But Vaccine Shortages Linger
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This infographic, retrieved from the MMDHD’s
website on Jan. 19. shows a proposed timeline
for COVID-19 vaccinations based on priority
groups. If vaccine deliveries continue to be
delayed, individuals in Phase 1C and Phase 2
may be vaccinated later than indicated here.

By Emma Selmon
 Herald News Editor

 Counties in the Mid-Michigan District Health Department gained fewer new COVID-19 cases this week, but
vaccine distribution has also slowed.

 As of Tuesday, Jan. 19, Gratiot County gained 31 new cases of COVID-19, which is half the number of new
cases reported over the previous seven-day period. Five more individuals passed away from the disease, which is
the same number of deaths Gratiot saw last week.

 Gratiot County is now reporting a cumulative total of 2,341 COVID-19 cases and 88 COVID-19 deaths.
 Montcalm and Clinton Counties also saw fewer new COVID-19 cases than the previous week, and fewer deaths

as well. Montcalm gained 84 new cases, bringing up their total case count to 3,069. Their death toll remains at
76, as no additional deaths were reported last week. And Clinton County gained 70 new cases for a total of
4,133. Two more residents passed away, bringing their death toll up to 51.

 Elsewhere in mid-Michigan, counties gained fewer cases between Tuesday, Jan. 12 and Tuesday, Jan. 19 than
they did within the previous seven-day period. Isabella is reporting 40 new cases and six additional deaths,
bringing their case count up to 3,357 and their death toll to 64. Midland County gained 163 new COVID-19
cases, but saw no new deaths from the disease. Their total case count is now at 3,977, and their death toll
remains at 49.

 And in Saginaw County, 356 new COVID-19 cases were identified and 17 more residents passed away, bringing
their cumulative totals up to 12,982 cases and 443 deaths.

 Statewide, as of Tuesday, Michigan is reporting 540,115 total COVID-19 cases and 13,865 resident deaths.
 Nationwide, COVID-19 deaths have surpassed 400,000.

 In mid-Michigan, COVID-19 vaccinations opened up to Phase 1B individuals last week; however, immunization
appointments have stalled as the district is running low on vaccine.

 In a press release dated Jan. 14, the Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD) announced that they
are waiting for more vaccine, noting that the “main problem” behind the delay is that “manufacturers have not
been able to produce vaccine quickly enough.”
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As of Jan. 14, all but 400 of the available doses in the district had been administered, and all of those doses were
already claimed by individuals in clinics scheduled for the following week.
In a video message released that same day, MMDHD Health Officer Marcus Cheatham said that local health
departments, like the MMDHD, met with the governor’s office last Wednesday. They were told that that
governor’s office has asked the CDC to “release all of the vaccine that could potentially come to the State of
Michigan” so more vaccine can be made available at the local level.
Cheatham said he is hopeful that this could open up more opportunities for his department to receive the
vaccine, and that the MMDHD has been “very aggressive in ordering all the vaccine [they] can,” including both
the Pfizer and Moderna shots.
He said that while they “hope it comes,” there is “actually a chance” that the MMDHD “might not get any
vaccine” from this order.
If the vaccine does arrive, the MMDHD will be partnering with the National Guard and a pharmacy to set up
community-based clinics in the jurisdiction’s three counties.
As of Tuesday, there was no update indicating whether the MMDHD had received more vaccine.
With the vaccine in short supply, progress in immunizing individuals in Phase 1B — which includes individuals
over 65 as well as frontline essential workers, such as teachers — has been slow. Cheatham warned in his video
message that if vaccine deliveries are delayed further, they may not be able to start vaccinating individuals in
Phase 1C on time.
Those in Phase 1C — generally, individuals aged 16-64 with health factors that put them at a high risk for
serious COVID-19 complications — are scheduled to begin receiving their vaccines in mid-February. A
spokesperson from the MMDHD was unable to confirm by press time whether these individuals should expect
their vaccinations to be delayed.
The MMDHD encourages residents to sign up for their e-newsletter to receive updates about COVID-19 vaccine
availability at the health department, but they also encourage residents to explore other options for receiving
their COVID-19 vaccinations.
Local hospitals, including MidMichigan Medical Center – Gratiot in Alma, have been administering COVID-19
vaccines as well; however, all vaccination clinics through MidMichigan Health are currently full. The hospital
system requests that patients do not call the hospital or their doctor to schedule an appointment, as they “will
continue to reach out to eligible patients in an orderly fashion, based on supply.”
While the area waits for more vaccine to become available, the MMDHD’s Cheatham is encouraged by the
efforts of the various “community partners,” including community collaboratives, commissions on aging,
pharmacies, the national guard, and emergency operations centers. He said these entities have been
“tremendously helpful,” and that “they’re doing everything they can to help [the MMDHD] be prepared for
when that vaccine does come.”
“It’s really gratifying to see the community come together, and I am optimistic that once the vaccine starts to
flow, you’ll get it quickly,” Cheatham said.
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By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

Although it’s more than 
four months away, organiz-
ers of the Alma Highland 
Festival and Games have de-
cided to once again cancel 
the event due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Until 2020, the festival 
had been held for 52 con-
secutive years over the Me-

morial Day weekend.
“It is never easy to make 

decisions that involve re-
moving from our lives some-
thing we love and enjoy be-
ing a part of,” stated a let-
ter signed by the event’s 
six-member executive board 
and posted on the festival’s 
Facebook page. “Especially 
with the past year that has 
taken so much from us.”

The Highland Festival is 

one of mid-Michigan’s larg-
est events, annually drawing 
thousands of visitors and 
competitors from all over 
the Midwest and Canada.

The 2021 festival was 
scheduled to take place Fri-
day through Sunday, May 
28-30.

“We strive to put on an in-
credible event and it takes 
upwards of $250,000 to 
make the Alma Highland 

Festival quality and invit-
ing,” the letter went on to 
say. “After canceling 2020 
in March last year we had 
already spent dollars that 
we were not able to replace. 
We knew that making any 
decision for 2021 was go-
ing to have to be done be-
fore March of this year be-
cause we could not afford to 
keep losing (money) when 

ALMA

OFF-KILTER

MORNING SUN FILE PHOTO

The Alma Highland Festival is held each May but the 2021 event has been canceled, making it the second time in two years 
that the immensely popular festival was shuttered due to coronavirus concerns.

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Last Thursday, Central Michigan District Health 
Department requested 4,725 doses of COVID-19 
vaccine from the Michigan Department of Health 
and Human Services. On Friday, they were noti-
fied they’d receive a quarter of that, 1,200 doses.

“Demand is currently far outweighing supply. 
We are pleased to see so much interest in the vac-
cine. As vaccine comes in, we will be getting it out 
as soon as possible. We thank you for your patience 
and cooperation as we move forward in this pro-
cess,” said Steve Hall, CMDHD health officer, in a 
press release.

In a video released last week, Hall said that they 
had been receiving the Moderna vaccine, but re-
allocations meant scrambling to find doses of the 
Pfizer vaccine. The two are currently the only ones 
authorized for use in the United States.

So far, CMDHD has vaccinated 2,300 people 
across its six counties — Isabella, Clare, Roscom-
mon, Arenac, Gladwin and Osceola — and has an-
other 16,000 people signed up for it. The health 
department has vaccinated everyone in the high-
est priority group and is now on the so-called 1b, 
which was originally for long-term health care fa-
cility staff and residents over the age of 75. Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer earlier this month expanded 
that to anyone 65 years old and older.

Vaccine shortages tied 
to federal-level chaos

Popular Highland Festival is canceled for the second year in a row

By Rick Mills
rimills@medianewsgroup.com 
@rickmills2 on Twitter

A popular tavern in Beal City is among the 
latest to have its liquor license suspended for 
violating state COVID restrictions, state police 
said late Tuesday.

Corky’s Beal City Tavern is among three liquor 
establishments suspended in the latest round.

The others are in Plymouth and Bitely.
Multiple violations of the states emergency 

orders prompted the suspensions, the Michigan 
Liquor Control Commission said.

Violations include allowing non-residential, 
indoor gatherings; providing indoor dining; ex-
ceeding limitations for outdoor dining, and fail-
ure to require face coverings for staff and pa-
trons.

Since September, the MLCC has suspended li-
quor licenses of a total of 37 establishments lo-
cated throughout the state for violations of the 
Executive and Emergency Orders due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

Corky’s Beal City Tavern, 2007 N. Winn Road, 
had its license suspended Thursday.

CORONAVIRUS IN MID-MICHIGAN

Beal City 
Tavern’s 
liquor license 
suspended
COVID-19 safety violations cited, 
including indoor dining, others

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

A traffic stop by a Mt. 
Pleasant police officer ended 
in the arrest of the driver 
and a passenger. Officers 
also found meth on both, 
highlighting what the Isa-
bella County sheriff called 
an explosion in the presence 
of that drug.

The 31-year-old Lake man 
was driving the car when it 
was spotted by the Mt. Pleas-

ant officer on South Bradley 
Street. He had a 37-year-old 
Mt. Pleasant woman with 
him. The officer recognized 

him from a Department of 
Corrections tip after he’d 
jumped parole.

He pulled the Taurus the 

Lake was was driving over 
on Burch Street, after see-
ing activity in the front seat. 
The Lake man was arrested 
immediately for jumping pa-
role. While the officer was 
removing him, he saw a cell 
phone and a hypodermic 
needle in the car, which the 
Lake man told him might be 
dirty with heroin.

The Mt. Pleasant woman 
with him was arrested on a 
warrant for failing to appear 
at a court hearing.

MID-MICHIGAN

Arrests highlight continuing meth problem in region
“I can tell you that we have 
had an explosion of meth, 
almost everything we are 
dealing with involves the 
possession or use of meth 
the last couple months.”
— Isabella County Sheriff Michael Main
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DICK SOVA AUTO SALES
OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE

204 W WRIGHT AVE, SHEPHERD, Mi 48883

989-828-6032

2019 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE LT-2

Only 12,000 Miles
Gorgeous Billet Silver Metallic Color, Third Row Seating,

Captains Chairs, Heated Seats, Power Liftgate, Remote Start!

2017 GMC ACADIA SLE-2

Only 21,000 Miles
Absolutely Immaculate Condition, Hard to Find V6 Engine,
Third Row Seating, Factory Tow Package, Power Liftgate!

or about
$429.00 Per Month

$30,995 /ONLY or about
$349.00 Per Month

$24,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

2019 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT-2

Only 8,000 Miles
Gorgeous Kinetic Blue Color, Heated Seats, Remote Start,
Blind Spot Detection, Power Liftgate, Fantastic Gas MPG+

or about
$319.00 Per Month

$21,995 /ONLY

2019 BUICK ENVISION ESSENCE

Only 11,000 Miles
Front and Rear Heated Seats, NAVIGATION,

Dual Panoramic Sunroof, Leather Interior, Heated Steering Wheel!

or about
$398.00 Per Month

$28,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

COMPARE
ANYWHERE
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no event was happening.
“Are we glad to make this 

decision? No. Are we sure it 
is the right decision? Yes.”

The festival takes several 
months to plan and to secure 
judges for the various danc-
ing, piping, drumming and 
other competitions that take 
place during the event.

The decision to cancel had 
to be made early “knowing 
the current status of our 
world still holds us in limbo,” 
the board’s letter stated.

The festival also plays 
host to the Midwest Re-
gional Highland Dance 
Competition.

“If Scotland should al-
low dancing in 2021 we will 
move forward with making 
that event happen,” board 
members said.

Other highland games 
throughout the U.S sched-
uled after Alma’s, are al-
ready being canceled, they 
noted.

“We know we made the 
right call,” the letter stated.

However, that doesn’t 
mean all is lost.

“We are dreamers and 
want to try to do some-
thing,” the board said. “We 
have ideas in the works to 
host a Highland Experi-
ence in Scotland U.S.A, that 
would allow small tastes of 
what the Alma Highland 
Festival is all about should 
restrictions lift and allow us 
to gather in some capacity.

“Know that we are disap-
pointed too. It seems that ev-
erything we enjoy is just out 
of reach and continues to be. 
Yet the fact remains that if 
we want the Alma Highland 
Festival to have any longev-
ity post-COVID-19, we need 
to be fiscally responsible and 
postpone until we can gather 
and ensure a quality event 
that is one worth support-
ing and continuing for ages 
to come.”

For more details or up-
dates go to the festival’s 
website at almahighland-
festival.com or check out 
its Facebook page.
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TERM unless you notify us that 
you do not want to receive special 
editions. To opt out of all special 
editions, including Thanksgiving, 
please call customer service. Fu-
ture SUBSCRIPTION TERM prices 
are subject to change. 
Credit is offered for vacation 
interruptions after 14 days.  
You must call customer service to 
request an adjustment or refund.  
For information regarding our 
arbitration terms please visit 
http://medianewsgroup.com/
common/dfm/arbitration.pdf.
The Morning Sun strives for accu-
racy and fairness and will correct 
inaccuracies or clarify confusing 
information. Contact Local News 
Editor Rick Mills at 989-779-6003 
or rmills@medianewsgroup.com 
to report any concerns about 
today’s edition.

MI LOTTERY
Tuesday
Midday Daily 3: 9-5-9
Midday Daily 4: 5-7-3-1
Daily 3: 3-8-6
Daily 4: 5-5-7-6
Fantasy 5: 17-29-33-34-38
Keno: 04-05-10-12-13-17-
21-24-25-26-31-32-40-51-
52-55-57-58-60-64-72-80
Mega Millions: Estimated 
Jackpot: $865 million
Powerball: Estimated Jack-
pot: $730 million
The lottery numbers are not of-
ficial. Check www.michiganlot 
tery.com for confirmation.
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By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

The Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation 
recently announced that 
additional relief for Mich-
igan small businesses is on 
its way.

According to a press re-
lease from Middle Mich-
igan Development Cor-
poration (MMDC), the 
Michigan Small Business 
Survival Grant program 
will provide $55 million 
in much needed financial 
support to businesses dis-
proportionately impacted 
by COVID-19 and the MD-
HHS Gatherings and Mask 

orders.
For small businesses lo-

cated in the central Mich-
igan area , funds will 
be disbursed by Middle 
Michigan Development 
Corporat ion (MMDC) 
and Greater Gratiot De-
velopment, Inc. (GGDI). 
Through the competi-
tive application process, 
MMDC and GGDI will 
work closely with area 
businesses to provide lo-
calized support.

“Our organizations have 
been called upon by the 
State Legislature to ensure 
our area businesses have 
access to these funds,” 
Jim McBryde, President 

and CEO of MMDC, said. 
“This is the fourth grant 
program we have been 
asked to facilitate and we 
stand ready to make sure 
the funds are disbursed as 
quickly as possible to the 
businesses who need it.”

MMDC and GGDI, along 
with our partners, will be 
reviewing and scoring ap-
plications to determine 
funding allocation of the 
approximate $1.9 million 
to be distributed by the 
State for businesses lo-
cated in Arenac, Clare, 
Gladwin, Gratiot, Isabella 
and Midland counties. 

Grants will range from 
$10,000 to $20,000, de-

pending on the scoring, 
and eligible businesses 
may receive up to $20,000 
if their business was 
closed or up to $15,000 if 
they were partially closed 
as a result of the MDHHS 
Gatherings and Mask Or-
ders issued on Nov. 18 and 
Dec. 7th, 2020.

Priority will be given 
to industries most heavily 
impacted, including food 
establishments such as 
restaurants and bars, cof-
fee shops, bakeries, cater-
ing, breweries, tea shops, 
wineries, banquet facil-
ities and other food and 
beverage service provid-
ers; exercise facilities such 

as group gyms, studios, 
pool facilities and other 
organized sports; and rec-
reational facilities such 
as bowling alleys, ice and 
roller skating rinks, ar-
cades and similar venues.

The Michigan Small 
Business Survival Grant 
application period will be 
open through noon Jan. 
22. All businesses are en-
couraged to review the el-
igibility criteria for the re-
gion at: mmdcblog.org or 
contact MMDC at 989-772-
2858 with any questions 
they may have. The link 
for the application can be 
found at: michiganbusi-
ness.org/survival.

MT. PLEASANT

Small business grant program coming

While searching the ve-
hicle, the officer — who by 
this time had been joined 
by a second — discovered 
Zip-loc baggie with meth-
amphetamine in it, and a 
purse and lockbox.

Eventually the woman 
copped to owning both, and 
a search of the lockbox un-
covered more meth in an-
other Zip-loc baggie and a 
paper bindle containing a 
compound of meth and her-
oin. They also discovered a 

pipe that, according to the 
police report, tested posi-
tive for meth.

The two were arrested 
for possession of meth, with 
the woman also arrested for 
possession of heroin.

Local law enforcement 
has warned of an increased 
meth problem in Isabella 
County in recent months.

“I can tell you that we 
have had an explosion of 
meth, almost everything 
we are dealing with in-
volves the possession or 
use of meth the last cou-
ple of months,” said Isa-
bella County Sheriff Mi-
chael Main.

The county had its first 
deaths possibly related to 
drug use last week.

In one, a 22-year-old 
Howell man was found 
dead in the city of Mt. 
Pleasant, said Autume Bal-
com, spokeswoman for Mt. 
Pleasant Police Depart-
ment.  The man was dis-
covered by a roommate. 
The department declined 
further comment pending 
the outcome of a toxicology 
screening, which could take 
up to six weeks.

Main said his agency is 
also awaiting a tox screen 
on another suspected drug 
death in the outcounty.

Complicating meth use 
is that Narcan, which was 
developed to address over-
doses of opioids, is ineffec-
tive on meth overdoses be-
cause Meth is a stimulant, 
Main said.

If someone mixes the 
two, which Main said is not 
uncommon, the Narcan can 
address the opioid overdose 
but not the meth. When 
asked how to deal with a 
meth overdoes, Main had 
a one word answer.

“Pray,” he said.

Meth
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“How quickly we can vac-
cinate is dependent on how 
much vaccine we receive 
from the state and federal 
government,” the press re-
lease said.

It turns out that much of 
the turmoil appears to be 
caused at the top.

In a report published 
Tuesday, investigative re-
porting newsroom Pro-
Publica said that much of 
it was caused by the deci-
sion within the federal Op-
eration Warp Speed pro-
gram to let states know only 
weekly how many doses 
they could expect. The de-
cision was made, per the 
report, because Operation 
Warp Speed’s chief oper-
ating officer, Gen. Gustave 
Perna didn’t want to make 
promises to the states that 
he wasn’t sure he could de-
liver on after a disappoint-
ing experience rolling out 
an H1N1 vaccine during the 
last flu pandemic in 2009.

In Michigan, the deci-
sion to roll the vaccine out 
like this has left the state 
with just two days to fig-
ure out where to distribute 
the shots, Lyn Sutfin, MD-
HHS spokeswoman, told 
ProPublica.

The news comes as the 
state announced five new 
deaths from COVID-19 and 
56 new confirmed cases 
across mid-Michigan.

Two of the new deaths 

were in Isabella County, 
bringing its total to 64. In-
formation on the two wasn’t 
immediately available, but 
earlier on Tuesday CMD-
HD’s health officer Hall re-
leased information about 
three deaths reported over 
the weekend. All three in-
volved people with under-
lying health conditions.

They include an elderly 
man who died Jan. 8, an el-
derly woman who died Jan. 
13 and an elderly woman 
who died Friday, Hall said.

An additional seven cases 
were reported in Isabella 
County on Tuesday for a cu-
mulative total of 3,357.

Two more of those deaths 
involved Clare County resi-
dents, bringing its total to 
60. No information was im-
mediately available about 
them, either, but informa-
tion about a death reported 
Monday was made avail-
able. It involved an elderly 
man with underlying health 
conditions and who died on 
Saturday.

An additional six cases 
were reported Tuesday for 
a cumulative total of 60. 
The case fatality rate for 
COVID-19 in Clare County 
is 4.8 percent, a full 2 per-
cent higher than the state-
wide average of 2.6 percent.

Clare County’s popula-
tion is older and more im-
poverished than most of the 
state, and those two factors 
are closely tied to higher 
rates of COVID-19 deaths.

One death was reported 
in Gratiot County, for a total 
of 88. Mid-Michigan District 

Health Department stopped 
responding to inquiries for 
information after the start 
of the new year and went for 
almost a month without up-
dating its COVID-19 dash-
board, rendering it unre-
liable as a means to verify 
state numbers.

An additional four cases 
were reported in Gratiot on 
Tuesday for a cumulative to-
tal of 2,341.

Elsewhere in mid-Michi-
gan, no new deaths were re-
ported Tuesday, with new 
and cumulative cases as 
follows:

• In Gladwin County, 
an additional four cases 
were reported for a cumu-
lative total of 1,155, with 34 
deaths;

• In Mecosta County, an 
additional three cases were 
reported for a cumulative 
total of 1,713 cases, with 15 
deaths; and,

• In Midland County, an 
additional 22 cases were re-
ported for a cumulative to-
tal of 3,977 cases, with 49 
deaths; and,

• In Montcalm County, 
an additional 10 cases were 
reported for a cumula-
tive total of 3,069, with 76 
deaths.

Statewide, another 41 
deaths were reported for a 
total of 13,824 and another 
7,573 cases were reported 
Monday for a cumulative 
total of 538,577. Of those 
deaths, the state reported 
Saturday that 90 of them 
were uncovered during a 
review of death certificates 
over the last 30 days.

Vaccine
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Specifically, the Com-
mission issued an emer-
gency suspension of its 
Class C, and Specially 
Designated Merchant li-
censes and its permits for  
Sunday Sales and Outdoor 
Service.

Also in the latest suspen-

sions:
• 408, Inc., operating as 

The Post Local Bistro, 844 
Penniman Ave. in Plym-
outh. 

• KG Hardscrabble, op-
erating as Bitely Tavern, 
2384 W. Main Street in 
Bitely.

Corky’s Beal City Tavern 
and The Post Local Bistro 
are scheduled to appear be-
fore an Administrative Law 
Judge today for a virtual 

hearing via Zoom to de-
termine whether this sum-
mary suspension should 
continue, or other fines 
and penalties should be 
imposed.

Bitely Tavern is sched-
uled to appear before an 
Administrative Law Judge 
on Friday. also via Zoom.

Licensees are prohib-
ited from allowing indoor 
gatherings, as defined by 
the MDHHS Gatherings 

and Face Mask Order, on 
their licensed premises, 
the agency said. They must 
also follow the MDHHS or-
der’s provisions concerning 
outdoor dining.

Prohibit ed gather -
ings held without requir-
ing patrons to wear face 
masks pose an immediate 
threat to the health, safety, 
and welfare of the public,  
officials said in a press re-
lease.

Tavern
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Highland
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Pipe Major Dennis Lowe of 
the Flint Scottish Pipe Band 
tunes his pipes at a previous 
Highland Festival.

Alma Mary Chovanec
1/9/33 - 1/28/20

Thomas Carl Chovanec
7/4/27 - 1/11/20

In Loving Memory

Thank You Isabella County

CHINA GARDEN
One of the Top 100 Chinese Restaurants in the USA

8 years in a row!

2328 S. Mission • in the Stadium Mall
Mt. Pleasant • (989) 773-9858

Dine in or carry out 7 days a week!

Try our Fresh Sushi made daily

We are honored to have been chosen
People’s Choice Winner for 17 years in a row!

County

MID MICHIGAN PAIN P.L.L.C
“ Are you suffering from headaches, back pain, knee or hip pain??.

I can help you to live a pain free life.

All insurance plans accepted.
We guarantee to see you in 1 week.

MID MICHIGAN PAIN PLLC
2305 Hawthorn Drive Suite:B
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48858

Phone: 989 317 8000 • 989 533 1037
Fax: 989 317 8536

Email: veinandpain@gmail.com
Web: www.midmichiganpain.com

SERVICES PROVIDED:

•Epidural injections

•Fascet blocks

•Nerve blocks

•Botox injections for
migraine

•Laser microdiscectomy

•RFA rhizotomy

•Laser for hip and knee
pain.

•Laser nerve ablations.
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